Introduction and Purpose

Texas is one of the most ecologically diverse states in the Union.  According to NatureServe’s 2002 States of the Union: Ranking America’s Biodiversity, Texas is second only to California in terms of its biodiversity.  Texas has the highest number of birds and reptiles and the second highest number of plants and mammals in the United States.  It has the third largest rate of endemism in the country (TPWD 2002).   Much of Texas biodiversity is due to sheer size.  It covers approximately 267,000 square miles of land and inland waters and lies adjacent to four states, Mexico, and the Gulf of Mexico.  It the second largest state in the Union and the largest of the lower 48 states.  There are 10 ecoregions within the state ranging from the Pineywoods of East Texas to the deserts and mountain ranges of West Texas.  The Gulf of Mexico lines 367 miles of the Texas coast and provides important habitat for a variety of fish, invertebrates, birds, and mammals.  

Texas species are as diverse and the Texas landscape.  There are 5,500 species of plant in Texas, and greater than 425 of those species are endemics.  There have been over 600 species of bird that have been identified within the borders of Texas and 184 known species of mammal, including marine species that inhabit Texas’ coastal waters (Schmidly 2004).  It is estimated that there are approximately 29,000 species of insect in Texas that take up residence in every conceivable habitat, including rocky outcroppings, pitcher plant bogs, and on individual species of plants (Riley in publication).  

Overall, Texas has tens of thousands of species that fall under the loose-fitting title “non-game.”  These species are vital to the ecology of Texas.  To helps track and manage many of these non-game species, Texas has one of the strongest Wildlife Diversity programs in the country.  In addition to our Wildlife Diversity program biologists, Texas also has the largest Urban Wildlife program in the county.  With 80% of the Texas’ population living in or around the major cities of Texas, it is imperative the conservation education and opportunity be brought to the city.  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Urban Biology program does this by offering landowner workshops, volunteer opportunities, and technical guidance to urbanites, absentee landowners, youth, and conservation organizations.  In addition to our dedicated Wildlife Diversity staff, TPWD also has field Wildlife Biologists who provide technical guidance on wildlife management, provide assistance in regulatory programs, and provide educational opportunities primarily to rural residents.
All of the biological branches of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as well as our myriad of ecological partners spend a great deal of time, effort, and resources tracking many of the non-game species and ensuring their future in Texas.  The State Wildlife Grants program has offered an opportunity for states like Texas to access and maintain a consistent source of funding that will help to secure a bright future for Texas wildlife and the people who enjoy it.  In order to maintain these funds, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, as well as every state fish and wildlife agency in the United States, has been tasked with drafting a comprehensive strategy to address the habitat and species needs of Texas as well as promote and advance relationships with our partners within the state.  The strategy must include the following eight elements to be considered a success:

1st Element.
Information on the distribution and abundance of species of wildlife, including low and declining populations as the State fish and wildlife agency deems appropriate, that are indicative of the diversity and health of the State’s wildlife.
2nd Element. 
Descriptions of locations and relative condition of key habitats and community types essential to the conservation of species identified in the 1st element.

3rd Element.  
Descriptions of problems which may adversely affect species identified in the 1st element or their habitats, and priority research and survey efforts needed to identify factors which may assist in restoration and improved conservation of these species and habitats.

4th Element.  
Descriptions of conservation actions determined to be necessary to conserve the identified species and habitats and priorities for implementing such actions.

5th Element.  
Descriptions of the proposed plans for monitoring species identified in the 1st element and their habitats, for monitoring the effectiveness of the conservation actions proposed in the 4th element, and for adapting these conservation actions to respond appropriately to new information or changing conditions.

6th Element.
Descriptions of procedures to review the Strategy/Plan at intervals not to exceed ten years.

7th Element.
Descriptions of the plans for coordinating, to the extent feasible, the development, implementation, review, and revision of the Plan-Strategy with Federal, State, and local agencies and Indian tribes that manage significant land and water areas within the State or administer programs that significantly affect the conservation of identified species and habitats.
8th Element.
Descriptions of the necessary public participation in the development, revision, and implementation of the Plan.
In addition to meeting the criteria and goals set forth to maintain this source of funds, the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy will also be a guide for the future of non-game and even some game species efforts.  It will help the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and its partners prioritize, evaluate, and reevaluate our priorities over the next five to ten years.  Money for conservation is finite, so all sources need to be used in a fashion which takes into account the needs of the state wildlife and the needs of the landscape as well as the input of the people and ecological organizations of the state of Texas.  Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has strived to take all of these points into consideration throughout the process of drafting and compiling this document so that the wildlife of Texas enjoys a strong and abundant future. 

