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EVENT NAME:  Ranching and Wildlife Expo 
PLACE AND TIME:  Reliant Park in Houston, Feb 27-March 1, 2007 
CONFIRMED BOOTH VENDORS (TPWD):

Kerr Wildlife Management Area, deer information – Confirmed (10 X 30)
J. D. Murphree Wildlife Management Area, alligator trailer – Confirmed (10 X 25)
Hunter Education, Laser Shot systems – Confirmed (10 X 40)
Operation Game Thief trailer – Confirmed (25 X 40)

Texas Big Game Awards – Confirmed (10 X 10)
TPWD booth, with speaker section – Confirmed (10 X 10)
Becoming an Outdoors Woman/Family – Confirmed (10 X 10)
CONFIMED BOOTH VENDORS (COMMERCIAL):
All Season Feeders

Better Built Gate Operations

Boss Game Systems

Caesar Kleberg Institute

Cargill Animal Nutrition
Carter’s Country
First Ag Credit
Gene Rees Wildlife Services
Kascal Outdoors

Koza’s

Laguna Graphite Rods
Lyssy and Eckel Feeds

Mesquite Helicopter Services
Outback Wildlife Feeders

Quail Restoration Technologies

Rasin L Ranch

Square 1 Containers

Stewart Ranches.com

Texas Farm & Ranch Magazine

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Whitetail Trucks
WILDLIFE-RELATED TOPICS, TIMES, and SPEAKERS:  
Tuesday  February 27, 2007
 
9 a.m.-12 p.m—TSCRA has CEU seminars scheduled at this time dealing with legal and brush management.  

1 p.m—Feral Hog Control Techniques (i.e. Trapping)
Gene Rees 
Gene Rees is a private wildlife biologist living in Ezzell, TX and currently running his own business, Gene Rees Wildlife Services.  He graduated from Texas A&M University in 1994 with a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology.  He spent 10 years as the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s regulatory wildlife biologist in Lavaca and Jackson Counties.  Gene was responsible for starting all the Wildlife Management Associations in Lavaca County and three WMA’s in Jackson County.  He is president of the Lavaca County WMA, serves on the EISD school board, and ranches with about 130 head of Corriente cattle.  He is married to wife Grace and has three boys, Dillon, Dustin, and Derek. 

2 p.m.—Managing Land for Wildlife and Cattle, Integrated management:

Stan Reinke (Retired NRCS)
Mr. Reinke is a native of Refugio, TX.  He graduated from Texas A&M University in 1965 with a B.S. in Wildlife Management and a minor in Range Management. Stan served in the US Army (1965-67).  He then started work with the Soil Conservation Service in San Marcos, TX in 1967.  With the SCS he has worked in San Marcos, Fort Stockton, Victoria, Gonzales, San Angelo, and Corpus Christi. His career includes work as a Range Management Specialist, District Conservationist, and Wildlife Biologist. He is a member of the Society for Range Management, and he is a Certified Professional in Rangeland Mgmt.  Stan is married to the former Barbara Crawford of Refugio since 1963 with two children, a daughter and son.

3:30 p.m.— High Fence/Low Fence Management:

Warren Bluntzer
Mr. Bluntzer owns and operates a high fence ranch in Lampasas County. He is a past 25-year employee with Texas Parks and Wildlife. He serves as a contributing writer to numerous publications and is involved with many organizations and wildlife issues at state and local levels.  He is a graduate of Tarleton State University with a major in field biology.  Currently he is employed by Land O’Lakes Purina Feed LLC as a wildlife consultant; Dell Webb Properties, Georgetown, Tx; consults and manages ranches in Texas and Alabama; is a Representative for  Pneu-Dart, Inc.; and Outback Feeders.  Warren has been appointed to sit on several state committees concerning wildlife health and management issues. 


About 5 p.m. TSCRA has a banquet scheduled for this evening and all would be invited.

Wednesday  February 28, 2007


9 a.m. and 1 p.m.--Wildseed Farm—wildflower planting. 
John R. Thomas
Mr. Thomas is a native South Texan who grew up in a ranching family in Eagle Lake, Texas.  Thomas received his B.A. in Business Administration from Sam Houston State University, and in 1971, became a partner in the family’s cattle and farm operation.

Combining his planting expertise, Texas ingenuity, and business knowledge, Thomas initiated a turf seeding company in 1971 and developed it into one of the largest companies of its kind in the South.  While seeding turf and native grasses in five states, developers and landscape architects asked the question:  “Why not wildflowers?”

In response to this, Thomas formed Wildseed Farms and invented two machines to produce the results he dreamed of:  the J-Thom 42 Wildseeder and Vacuum Seed Retriever (VSR).  Mr. Thomas is now considered one of the leading experts on wildflowers and is actively used as a consultant to many state highway departments including Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Alabama, Florida and Ohio.

In 1997, John R. Thomas designed and constructed Wildseed Farms Market Center located on 200 acres east of Fredericksburg, Texas on Highway 290.  This working wildflower farm features walking trails, flower fields, display gardens, a nursery, a refreshment area, a large gift shop and a live butterfly exhibit.  The Market Center is open year-round and has approximately 300,000 visitors annually.

Thomas is a member of several professional societies, and is in demand as a speaker on the natural blooming beauty of wildflowers at seminars, conventions and clubs across the country.

Thomas’ Wildseed Farms story has been highlighted in National Geographic, The Wall Street Journal, Texas Highways, Southern Living, Country Living, American Profile, and national trade magazines such as Nursery Manager, Progressive Farmer, Texas Gardener and Garden Center Magazine. 

10 a.m. and 2 p.m.—Habitat management for biodiversity and non-game birds:

John Herron
Mr. Herron is the Director of Conservation Programs for the Texas Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, overseeing the organization’s conservation and land programs statewide.  In his current role John coordinates the management of 40 preserves, the acquisition of new preserves and easements and the activities of 50 staff.  In addition, John has over 25 years of conservation experience in conservation and state government, including 12 years as the Director of the Wildlife Diversity Program for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, which was responsible for survey, research and management activities for nongame and rare species in Texas, as well as for conservation policy concerning those species.  Under John's leadership, the Wildlife Diversity Program developed a number of nationally-recognized conservation programs including the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail, the Texas Birding Classic, Texas Wildscapes, and the Texas Master Naturalist volunteer program.  Previously, John worked as the Assistant Secretary of Operations for the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, and as a state wildlife planner, federal-aid coordinator and deer research biologist.  John also served 4 years on active duty in the U.S. Army as a combat-engineer officer and 7 years active in the Army Reserve.  John has a M.S. degree in Wildlife Ecology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a B.S. in Fisheries and Wildlife from Michigan State University.  Originally from Pennsylvania, John currently lives in Austin with his wife Nancy and has 2 adult sons, John and Thomas.

11 a.m. and 3 p.m.—Wildscape presentation:

Diana Foss
Ms. Foss has a B.S. in wildlife management from Texas A&M University.  She is currently the District 7 urban wildlife biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department stationed in Houston, TX.  Prior to this, Diana served 10 years as education director at native animal zoo (Texas Zoo in Victoria).  Diana’s position as urban biologist requires her to be knowledgeable about many topics and adaptive in dealing with a diverse constituency.  .  Diana provides technical assistance on a wide variety of projects in the Houston area.  These projects have ranged from school habitat development and conservation landscapes, to habitat improvements in city parks and subdivisions.  She recently helped develop a large public demonstration wildscape for the Houston Parks and Recreation Department, as well as bat viewing opportunities at a local bridge.
Thursday  March 1, 2007


9 a.m— Assessing Land for it’s Wildlife Potential:

Gary E. Homerstad and Jack Holman
Gary Homerstad began his career with TPWD at the Kerr WMA in 1971 and for part of that time worked under the supervision of an Area Manager named Bob Cook.  In 1973 his career path took him to San Angelo where he worked as a Wildlife Biologist in the old Permian Basin Regulatory District.  In 1976 he became the Area Manager of the Black Gap WMA.  The decade of the eighties found him assigned to the Las Palomas WMA in the Rio Grande Valley where he and his wife Kathie raised three young ladies.  While in the "Valley", he assisted the South Texas Regulatory District and worked with numerous landowners in developing wildlife management plans.  For the past seventeen years he has lived in Victoria and has worked as a Technical Guidance Biologist in both south and south central Texas.  In thirty four years with TPWD, he has gained a wealth of experience working with numerous wildlife species in several ecological areas.  He helped pioneer brush habitat restoration techniques while in the Valley.  His most gratifying accomplishment has been working to organize and promote the cooperative concept of wildlife management that has resulted in the formation of the Texas Organization of Wildlife Management Associations.
Jack Holman is a 1975 graduate of Texas A&M University with a B.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences.  He is a lifetime rancher & hunter (4th generation from the Weimar area).  Jack works as a Real Estate Broker.  He works Central, South and West Texas.  His specialty is representing buyers looking for recreational/hunting ranches.  Jack is the founder of the first  Wildlife Management Association in Southeast Texas in 1990 —Harvey’s Creek WMA, Colorado County — which was winner of the 2000 Lone Star Land Stewardship Award and now encompasses ~22,000 acres.  He is very much involved with WMA's—he has helped other co-ops in the early stages of development in Colorado Co., and since 1996 has served in one capacity or another statewide with TOWMA as vice president, president, and currently director.  He also serves on the Private Lands Advisory Board to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 

10 a.m. and 2 p.m.— Aging Deer on the Hoof:

Scott Mitchell and Alan Cain
Scott Mitchell  received his B.S.from Texas A&M University in 1998 . in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences.  He  received his M.S. from Sul Ross State University  in Wildlife Management in 2001.  Scott studied Black Bears in west Texas for his masters work. He spent 2 years working for TPWD in west Texas, responsible for Terrell and Pecos counties in District 1, before moving to District 7  where he is currently responsible  for Victoria, Refugio and Calhoun counties. His interest include family, hunting, fishing and anything outdoors, but he has always had a passion for white-tail deer and deer management.
Alan Cain received his B.S. in Wildlife Management from Texas Tech in 1994.  He obtained his M.S. in Range and Wildlife Management from Texas A&M University-Kingsville in 1999.  His master’s project dealt with bobcats and ocelots.  Alan has worked as the wildlife manager/biologist on private ranches in Iowa, South Texas, and the Hill Country.  He is currently employed with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as the regulatory wildlife biologist in District 8 responsible for Atascosa, Bexar, Medina Counties. 
11 a.m. and 3 p.m.—Supplemental Feeding for Whitetailed Deer:  
Macy Ledbetter 
Macy Ledbetter is a professional wildlife biologist with a life-long passion for wildlife, habitat, and hunting. After earning a degree in Wildlife Management from Texas A&M University, he worked as a ranch foreman, a commercial game harvester, a public hunting lands manager, and a Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist. Macy's experience with all TPWD specialized permits is vast and invaluable, including Scientific Breeder pen inspections and DMP/TTT/MLDP applications. Now, he operates his own wildlife consulting business, Spring Creek Outdoors.  He currently has clients in North, Central, and South Texas as well as Northern Mexico. Macy has vast experience in assisting landowners in making his recommendations real, practical, and attainable. Few people in the industry can offer the perspectives and real-world experiences he has to offer.  Macy can explain wildlife management processes like no other and makes each individual step palatable and educational.


1 p.m.— Landowner Liability to Recreational Guests, Including Hunters:
Judan Fambrough 
Mr. Fambrough is a senior lecturer and attorney at law with the Texas Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University.  He had a joint appointment with the Agricultural Economics Department where he taught a class in Oil and Gas Law and also one in Agricultural Law.

Mr. Fambrough served in Vietnam as a forward observer where he earned the Silver Star, the Bronze Star and two purple hearts. He used his G.I. Bill to attend law school.  Mr. Fambrough has been the attorney for the Texas Real Estate Center for the past 29 years.  He has authored over 300 articles regarding Texas real estate law. One of his prime objectives is to inform landowners about their property rights and tell them how to protect and utilize those rights.


About 4 or 5 p.m.—Wildlife Auction 
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