
DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL SPILL NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

Oil Spill and Restoration: Regional NRDA Cases
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In July 1990, two Apex tank barges collided with a tanker in the 
Houston Ship Channel, resulting in the release of nearly 700,000 
gallons of catalytic feedstock oil into Galveston Bay. Habitats in 
upper and lower Galveston Bay as well as Trinity Bay were impacted 
as a result of the spill. Restoration included the construction of over 
250 acres of estuarine wetlands at Galveston Island State Park, 
Pierce Marsh, San Jacinto State Park and along the I-45 corridor.

In February 1995, tanker Berge Banker collided with tanker Skaubay in the Galveston 
Lightering area, releasing approximately 38,000 gallons of fuel oil into the Gulf of 
Mexico. Oil traversed the Gulf of Mexico and impacted Texas beaches from Matagorda 
Island to the Padre Island National Seashore during and after spring break. Restoration 
for impacts as a result of this spill includes the preservation of bird habitat; dune 
restoration and preservation; and recreational facility improvements at Mustang Island 
State Park and Padre Island National Seashore.

In September 2001, the tank ship New Amity collided with a tank barge in the 
Houston Ship Channel, resulting in the release of approximately 42,000 gallons 
of fuel oil into Galveston Bay. Resources in upper Galveston Bay and Barbours 
Cut were impacted by this spill. 

In January 2010, the oil tanker Eagle Otome collided with the tow boat Dixie 
Vengeance and the two barges it was pushing in the Sabine-Neches Ship Channel, 
releasing approximately 462,000 gallons of sour crude oil. The Sabine Neches 
waterway from the mouth of the Neches River to Sabine Pass was impacted by 
this spill. Potential injuries to natural resources are still being assessed.

Dune beach damaged due to cleanup activities.

Future restoration planning will likely include 
oyster reef construction as shown here.

As part of the injury assessment, the 
Trustees conducted a follow-up survey 
at locations impacted by the spill.

The restored wetlands at San Jacinto improved 
habitat for native species.
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