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The paricd begas with weather conditions not favoring the growth of
food 2nd cover Tor wildlifas speciss. Scattered showers in August rasultad
in nlaat prowth that benefitted antelope over aboul T5% of thelr range.
The latter part of the period was marked Ly local showers which did some
zood, but at least 65% of the range had sgain began to burm. Some portlons
of theTrang-Pecos reseived very little or no molsturs during the paricd.
This was sspscially trune of csrtaln areas in Hudspeth and Culberscn Countlea,
ineluding the Zoor, Yslms, Zerr, 2ibley, and Rounsavills Ranches.

Toder orevalent drouth copditions, srazing praseurs by domestlc livestock
sontributed zreatly to the ceadition of antelope. Un cattle manches many of
the antelops weve Iin fair shape and a falr mmber of yowng survived sven though
the vangs recelvad very little moisturs. On the ranches stocked with shoeepd
the satelope appearently produced fewer young and eppesred o be not 1u a3 good
a chyglical condition.

LILL CUOTA CERSUS

“14h *the sagistence of J. 7. Silbreath, Came Warden Pilot, Alpiue, ranchas
on which a possible surplus of antelope might exiastl were cangunsed (Jee attached
zan}. This capsus was made by wsing 3 140 Coesna plans flying Tram ) 50 200
?aet ahove the ground . depending upon the ground cover, yigibility. wind, ate.
Most of the counting was Jome during the first three hours of day light in the
morning and duriag the last three hours iz the afteruocon.

the flights vers made from north to suuth aond return, to lake maxims ad-
vantage of the svn light. It was difficult i do very pecurate consus vwork whemn
?1ying 4iractly into the sum, aspecially during the satly moraing hours and late
aftarnoon when tha sun wag low on the horizonm. In the forsncon ascet of he
gurveys vers started on the osast side of am antelope rasge and moved west. In
rha afterncon the procedurs was usually reversed. Slnce nost af the sntalope
rang? ¥&s tupown by the census iakars the fligbtes were made to cover all of the
wnowm antelope renge in a given mrea. This jormitted fewer furus whtich would
have resulted i1f the ragion was counted by ranches. The countia wera geaparated
wy ranches as the Plizhts progressed, te allow subsegquent lseue of X111l permits
An 8 ranch hagis. The Pirst flizht, in a ziven range, was uade Irem SO0 Bo R
yards fros ths outside toundary of the area %o e sounted. ISudseguent fiizhis
ceve mads thras or four nar section, until the complets range Was coverad.

The nlane was usually about 200 feet abovs the ground ynbil anialons ware

slzhtad, Thea IT necessary, the pline dropped lower untll %hs coumiers were
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satisflsd as to sax and numbers of malss famsles, and young.




Former antelops humt censuses were completed by the last of June and
scaetine as sarly a3 March. This was tco sarly to obtain adeguste sesson
survival on fawns, The counts were mads this yeear during July and ths first
ten days of fugust with re-checking done latsr ia Auguet. MHost of the re-
checking and late counts were mede from an automobile in company with the

landowner. Coumting after July 1 has the advantage of giving a bettsr fawn
survival figure. and there is less movement of herds from ranch to ranch
between the census and the hunt, the first fifteen daym of Qctober.

On the Torty ranches in Brewster, Jeff Davis, ‘residio. Culdberson ; and
Judspeth Uounties, a toial of 3.92% antelope were found. 7Thiz involved 1,393
sales, 1,342 famales, and 729 young. The buck-doe-young ratio was aboub
3.865t8.69:1.86. The buck-doe ratio based on the total number of =ales and
fsmales was about 4.28:5.76, which indicated no sericus smount of ovar-sheoting
durisg the previous four hunting =z2ascme. Dut the doe-fawn ratio. showing %.59
does producing 1.36 fawns, was bslow the normal Fuwn survival. The low fawn
aurvival vas thought to be related primsrily to drouthy cozditions and over-
stocking of domestic livestock on the antelope range.

Cased on the census data and landowner desires. an issue of 718 antelope
aunting peermits on 31 ranches was rscommended. The 11 rasnches o9 which no
permits were recommended either did not possess spough nales to justify a hunt
or range conditions were not suitablas (Sse attached mep). The 718 permite
iasued was 53.07% of the total mumber of sales on all ranches or “5% of males

on the ranches sunted.

STATUS OF TRAHSPLANTS

A check of the antelope in the Big Bend Naticnal Tark, relsssed during the
tragping seasca of 1347, revealed that must of them are located near the release
sites while cthers have drifted %0 adjoining arema. Pive does with four young
amve takea refuge on the Tudspeih lanch northeast and ad acent to the Park. One
2ale 13 on the Liuenthal Hanch west of the releass arsa, five are ranging in the
vicinity of 5¢t. Tlena Canyom, and nine are near the two tanks on the road to Hot
Springs. Others are seen by the sark personnel from time to time, scatierad ovsr

3 wide area in ths Park,

The antelope released om the Cormell Zanch, Jeff Davis County, Sslman
sasture, ssem %o have axplored the 2utire one hundred sections and are ruming
in small herds. The azact number of young surviving is not inowm.

Tae antelope released on the Jackson and Roblason Hanches ia Deeves Jounty
have beéeen driven north and west froa the release sites by new irrizated famas.
Fowever, they drifted into zood antslope range. The number of fawms surviving

is not known.

he FcElray Zanch relisase, Zrewster County. reports no known births. Thrae
of the ralsssed stock wsre found dsad., All others sesm %o e 1a @2 conditian,
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Heather conditions, generally, 4i1d not favor zrowth of food and cover for
wildlife speciss aided cnly by scattered showers. The drouth and graging
pressure by livestoeck limited the food supply and had its sffect UPOR FOURL
survival.

The antelope on forty ranchee in Brewster, Jeff Davis, Presidlo, Culbersen,
and Hudspetd Counties were censused by plane to obtain rscords for astting
2111l gquotas for the Cctober opea season.,

The censua flights at altitudes batween 75 and 200 feet were m=ade 20 28 o
gain maxisum advantage of the sum light. 7Plighis crisscrossed gensral TARES
areas . tul records were kept to permit assigning Zill quotas by ranches.

A total of 3,92% antelope were observed; 1,333 adult Wucks, 1,542 sdult does,
and 729 young. The buck-doe-young ratio wes 3I.45:8.569:1.86.

A 1558 gesson’s kill of 718 antelope was recommended on 31 ranches o be
hunted. This quota represented 56% of the bucks fvund on these ranches.

Checks were made om four 19hT antelope transplanted areas in Brewster, Jeff
savis, and Reeves Counties. Recent agricultural developments had dispersned
widely the Feeves County herd. Conditions on the other areass appearsd
satisfactory.
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