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MHE private life of fishes in Texag

r[
r:*.;?‘- TESmy e streams 1s about to be r'\l)n\(_-d_

Aquatic hiologists of the Game, Figh
and Oyster Comimission have begun g
stream survey designed to ullim;;te]y
include every stream and river in the
state,

From the studies, the scientists ey
pect to improve fish life in the area

By JAY VESSELS

which provide sport for millions of
Texans.

I'he new undertaking is patterned
after studies begun in. 1939 in the
larger lakes and reservoirs,

From these investigations, techni-
cians have determined the status of
game fish species with relation to for
age and rough fish and other phase
preliminary to improving fishing con-
ditions.

The stream survey program, which
will last years and will extend to all
parts of the state, was begun in the
headwaters of the Guadalupe river,
around Ingram. The North and South
and Johnson forks of that river merge
near Ingram,

Marion Toole, chiel aquatic biole-
uist of the Commission, said the ram:
bling Guadalupe was chosen becaust
a limited survey of its headwaters was
made in 1940, Thus, the scientists wil
he able to determine changes in the
river over the eleven-year pr‘l'ind-

I'he investigation of this one rivef
probably will take a vyear or longe®
Each watershed will be worked ovef
twice to l(i[lll)lt'f(‘ t]](' \'[H(“PS. One
study will be in winter and the othef
in summer. ’

The frst stream survey crew cor
prises two voung technicians, Robeft
Kuene and Lawrence Campbell. They

In their portable laboratary Aquatic
Biologists Larry Campbell and Robert
Kuehne study material gathered from
the Guadalupe River. Their trailer living
quarters are shown below
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i equfmn‘(l with a special trailer,
m“.(,d with a pickup truck. The tratler
qcludes a well-equipped  laboratory
and living quarters for the two men.
The tratler s 32 teet long and eight

If"l \\idl_'

wThis mobile equipment 15 neces-
|

\.II'\-” said I'oole, “becausi the crew

will have to start at the headwaters of
Assistant Director, Department of Publicatians

he strearns and work down the water-
shed to the Gull

“The separate winter and sumine
udies will |||u\ic|t' two different pic-
wres of the fish lile and the aquatic
plants, as they exist in the warm and
in the « old seasons,

“Besides studying the fish species,
o determine the kinds present, thei
men

condition. and abundance, the

also will study  the environment.
thecking on plant life and make a
chemical Jll.lI}\i\ of the waters in
various arcas.

“They will look for hidden sources
of pollution and determine how land
wse 1s aflecting |nnri|1-l'1\il\ of the
sirearn. Then. management practices
will be adopted to nmprove fishing
conditions.’

Toole
been workine on the larger lakes since
1939, but with a limited stafl in the
Now. the field

been increased to eight biologists.

said the Commission had

beginmnine force has
“The bulk of the work on the lakes
B inventory work.” said Toole. “We

find out what shape the lakes are in

Then, manacement }llAll-H ¢s are ap-
plied as they go along. Brush shelters
are placed for the hish and rouch fish
are ordered removed

“In

population. the ficld men do a great

tryving to establish  the hsh

df"u} of hish l,iy_yiug to obtain data on

On location somewhere

Guadalupe, Compbell (left) and Kuchne

seine for aquatic specimens. Below, en

route to a new site, they are briefed by

Maorion Toole (right) chief aquatic

biologist for the Game, Fish and Oyster
Commission
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along the

the growth rates of various species
under certain conditions.”

Toole said the progress made in the
lake studies reflects the importance of
the stream surveys, and the opportun-

ity to develop an attack pattern fo

gin Stream Survey

every lexas watershed

“Tt 1s eoine to take some time.” he
concluded. “but we are confident the
efTort will be justified and in the end,
that even hetter

fishing will be pro-

vided Texas sportsmen.”
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