The Scoop on Reporting about People with Disabilities

AGENDA

Introductions.

You Rule!  (2 minutes)
Words Rule!  (10 minutes)
Headlines Rule!  (Interactive Exercise:  5 minutes)
Images Rule!  (8 minutes)
Ads Rule!  (4 minutes)
Barbara Jordan Awards Rule!  (6 minutes)
Do’s Rule!  (Interactive Exercise:  5 minutes)
Q & A’s Rule!  (Questions and Answers:  5 minutes)
Notes:

· The viewing time for this audio described, open captioned video is approximately 30 minutes.

· The estimated time for the interactive exercises is 10 minutes.

· The essential skills addressed by this training include clarity, engaging language, investigative research, use of direct and indirect quotes, function of headlines, use of illustrations and photographs, and design of advertisements.

Handouts:

· Agenda and About the Governor’s Committee and the Barbara Jordan Awards.

· Words Rule! and Headlines Rule! Exercises.

· Do’s Rule! and All Access Article. 

The Scoop on Reporting about People with Disabilities

About the Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities

The Governor’s Committee mission furthers opportunities for persons with disabilities to enjoy full and equal access to lives of independence, productivity and self-determination.

Committee work includes:

· making recommendations to the Governor and Legislature on disability policies;

· promoting compliance with state and Federal disability laws;

· supporting local committees that do similar work; and

· recognizing employers and media professionals for contributions to Texans with disabilities.

Twelve volunteer Committee members are appointed by the Governor, seven of whom must have a disability.

Visit:  http://www.governor.state.tx.us/disabilities
About the Barbara Jordan Media Awards

In 1982, the Committee began recognizing communicators for accurately and progressively portraying people with disabilities.  At the suggestion of many in the media, the awards were named for the late Barbara Jordan, one of Texas' most distinguished citizens and foremost spokespersons for the rights of all people.  The beautiful, three inch bronze medallion was designed by David Deming, an internationally prominent sculptor.

Each year the Committee honors a select group of communicators in the fields of print, radio, photojournalism, television, advertising, and other areas.  There is a specific student category, but students may also enter in other categories.

Visit:  http://www.governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/awards
Email for an entry form or more information
Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

512-463-5739     *     512-463-5746 (TDD)     *     512-463-5745 (FAX)
