The Scoop on Reporting about People with Disabilities

WORDS RULE!

Who are people with disabilities?

Students   -   Neighbors   -   Friends   -   Family   -   Co-workers

Randy, Judy, Shane, Nancy, Kym, Pat, Cindy, and Doug

When you met Doug in the video were you surprised to find out that he is a Structural Engineer?

What words DO NOT emphasize value?

Those   -   They   -   Them

The Disabled   -   The Handicapped

Disabled   -   Handicapped

Crippled   -   Victim   -   Sufferer

Afflicted   -   Stricken

Deaf   -   Dumb   -   Mute

Retarded

Crazy   -   Insane

Bound   -   Confined

What words DO emphasize value?

Person with a disability.

A person’s name:  Randy, Judy, Shane, Nancy, Kym, Pat, Cindy and Doug

The Scoop on Reporting about People with Disabilities

HEADLINES RULE!

Access, Communications, Education, Health, Housing, Transportation, Recreation, and Workforce issues affect more than 4 million Texans with disabilities.

Access:

1.  Access for fans with disabilities goes above and beyond at new Dallas arena 

2.  Handicap access pier dedicated 

Communications:

1.  Assisting people with disabilities in a disaster 

2.  Device lets the disabled cast votes in private 

Education:

1.  Seven in ten teachers have students with disabilities 

2.  Overcoming ADHD 

Health:

1.  Study of veterans with head injuries linked to later depression 

2.  Anorexic sues to live on Campus

Housing:

1.  New book describes designers with disabilities
2.  Wheelchair-bound woman will be lst to get house with added features

Transportation:

1.  Stop:  This space is reserved for a person with a disability

2.  Handicap parking patrol assists police department 

Recreation:

1.  Children with disabilities play ball 

2.  Ponies help the retarded heal 

Workforce: 

1.  Youth with disabilities celebrate mentoring day 

2.  Saved from Silence 

HEADLINES RULE! EXERCISE

The first headline in each subject area is positive.  Words emphasize the person first and not the disability.

Question:
What do these phrases communicate … fans with disabilities, people with disabilities, students with disabilities, veterans with head injuries, designers with disabilities, person with a disability, children with disabilities, youth with disabilities?

Answer:
Active, Independent, Dignity, Respect, and People First

Now look at second headline in each subject area.  Negative words are bolded and underlined.  

Question:
What do these words communicate? 

Answer:
Helplessness, Dependence, Pity, Illness, or Disability First

Discuss these headline rewrites:

Access:  Pier offers access to people with disabilities

Communication:  Device provides privacy for voters with disabilities

Education:  New techniques assist people with ADHD

Health:  Person with anorexia sues to live on campus

Housing:  Woman first to receive accessible home features

Transportation:  Citizen patrol assists police in enforcing accessible parking

Recreation:  Ponies used as a therapeutic tool for children with disabilities

Workforce:  Learning to talk with signs

