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Texas Party Boat Operator Licensing Program 
(Part B: Advanced topics) 

Study Guide Outline
This outline is designed to provide the basic framework for a prospective Party Boat Operator License applicant to use as a study guide which, when used along with the recommended reference materials and practice exam questions, will offer information sufficient to pass the required Texas Party Boat Operator License Exam (Part B – Advanced Topics).
Applicants should obtain the following materials referenced in the study guide.  We recommend that each Boat Owner obtain a reference copy of the materials below for operator study purposes and quick future reference by all vessel operators and crew.  References that are only available online are listed on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department website at: http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/partyboat. The text references below may be easily obtained from any outlet carrying marine publications.
“Chapman’s” refers to Elbert S. Maloney, Chapman’s Piloting & Seamanship 65th Edition (Chapman Piloting, Seamanship and Small Boat Handling), Copyright 2006, Hearst Books, 387 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016
“Wing,” refers to Charlie Wing, Get Your Captain's License, Third Edition, Copyright 2004, The McGraw-Hill 


Companies, P.O. Box 547, Blacklick, OH, 43003, 1-800-262-4729

“USGC, Navigation Rules, International-Inland (Inland Only)”, refers to U.S. Coast Guard Navigation Rules for International and Inland Waters, U.S. Government Printing Office, Superintendent of Documents, P.O. Box 37954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954.  Note: You may obtain a free download of the Rules at www.navcen.uscg.gov/mwv/navrules/navrules.htm or order a copy online at  http://bookstore.gpo.gov. 

Abbreviation Definitions:

“CFR” means (United States) Code of Federal Regulations

“PFD” means Personal Flotation Device

“USCG” means United States Coast Guard

Some of the material presented in the Texas Party Boat Operator Licensing Study Guide Outline (Part B: Advanced Topics) is much more advanced than that found in the basic Texas Boater Education Course.  It is highly recommended that applicants review these materials prior to taking the License Exam.
Outline of Major Topics:

Section I. House Bill 12, Section 19A Provisions (passed by Texas Legislature in 2007) 

A.
Authority:

House Bill 12, Section 19A (Now incorporated into Subchapter G and H of the Parks and Wildlife Code, available at TPWD website)


Parks & Wildlife Code, Chapter 31, Subchapter G



Subchapter H of the Texas Administrative Code (full text of Party Boat Operators License Rules)

B.
Definitions:


Party Boat (“Party Boat” as defined by HB-12)


Livery vessel


Inland waters


Passenger 


C.
General Requirements

D.
Employer/Owner Responsibilities

E.
Operator Restrictions

F.
Applicability and Exceptions

G.
Subchapter G, Chapter 31 of the Parks and Wildlife Code

Section II. USCG Master License Required Topics

A.
Maritime Law:



Navigation Rules (Rules of the Road):   



Rules & Regulations for Inspected T-Boats



Rules & Regulation for Uninspected Vessels



Pollution Prevention Regulations



Lifesaving Appliance Regulations for T-Boats


B.
Seamanship



Aids to Navigation



Marlinespike Seamanship



Radiotelephone Communications 



Small Engine Operations & Maintenance



Anchoring & Mooring



Dragging, Clearing Fouled Anchors



Wake Reduction


C.
Weather



Characteristics of Weather Systems



Weather Charts and Reports



Heavy Weather Operations



Maneuvering



Maneuvering in Shallow Water



Interaction with Bank/Passing Ship



Berthing & Unberthing


D.
Emergency Procedures



Organization of Fire Drills



Classes & Chemistry of Fires



Firefighting Equipment & Regulations for T-Boats



Basic Firefighting & Prevention



Collision



Passenger/Crew Safety in Emergency



Abandon Ship Procedures



Man Overboard Procedures

E. Towing Operations
Detailed Outline of Course
I. House Bill 12, Section 19A Provisions
Reference(s):
House Bill 12, Section 19A provisions have now been incorporated into the Parks and Wildlife and Administrative Codes below.  Please review these links for more details on these provisions.

1.
Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 31, Subchapter G (available on TPWD website, 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/partyboat)
2.
Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 55, Subchapter H, 55.401 – 55.406 (available on TPWD website, www.tpwd.state.tx.us/partyboat)
Topic Outline:

A.
Authority:


1.
House Bill 12, Section 19A

2.
Parks & Wildlife Code, Chapter 31, Subchapter G 

3.
Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 55, Subchapter H, 55.401 – 55.406 

B.
Definitions:


1.
Party Boat is a vessel


a.
operated by the owner of the vessel or an employee of the owner,


b.
rented or leased by the owner for a group recreational event, and


c.
carrying more than six passengers.  

2.
Livery vessel - a vessel rented out for profit under a written contract by a vessel livery where all responsibility and liability for operating and provisioning the vessel is assumed by the party renting the vessel.

3.
Inland waters - all public waters of this state on the landward side of the coastal waters boundary

4.
Passenger - a person carried on board a party boat, but does not include: 


a.
Owner or agent; 


b.
Operator or crew (if non-paying) 


c.
Trainee
C.
General Requirements:

1.
Vessel subject to annual inspection

2.
Operator must be licensed


a.
Complete a boater education safety course


b.
Pass a written Party Boat Operator License Exam as a condition of licensure


c.
Document 4 hours of party boat operator observation and 4 hours of party boat operation under guidance of licensed party boat operator or USCG Captain OR document 25 hours of party boat operation and no record of boating violations.


d.
Application fee $125 (good for two years)


e.
Renewal fee $50 (good for two years)


f.
Must renew within 60 days of the expiration 


g.
Must reapply if not renewed within 60 days of the expiration 



h.
Replacement license required upon change of name or mailing address (30 days to replace from date of change.)

3.
Ineligible to obtain a license if:


a.
Convicted of BWI within last five years


b.
Convicted of Parks and Wildlife Code, Chapter 31, reckless or negligent violation 


c.
Prohibited from holding an equivalent license in another state

4.
Number of passengers

5.
Liability insurance $300,000

6.
Post list of safety procedures


a.
Use of radio-telephone


b.
Man overboard


c.
Fire or explosion


d.
Leaks or damage control


e.
Location of personal flotation devices


f.
Location of escape hatches and escape routes


g.
Abandoning ship


h.
Location of first-aid kit
D.
Employer/Owner Responsibilities: 

1.
Owner prohibited from knowingly:


a.
Allowing operation by any person prohibited 


b.
Training unless:



1)
Employed by the owner and



2)
Passed Texas boater education safety course.

2.
Maximum number of passengers   


a.
Per capacity plate


b.
30 inches of rail space


c.
10 square feet of deck area 


d.
18 inches of width of fixed seating area
E.
Operator Restrictions: May not operate unless:

1.
Immediate possession of operator’s license 

2.
Learning to operate and is:


a.
Employee 


b.
Accompanied by a licensed party boat operator or USCG Captain, and


c.
Licensed operator occupies a space beside the unlicensed operator
F.
Applicability and Exceptions:

1.
Applicable on inland waters of this state.

2.
Inspection is not required for a vessel that carries a USCG certificate of inspection

3.
Texas Party Boat Operator License not required if you have:


a.
USCG captain’s license (minimum level of Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessels or OUPV license)


b.
Similar license issued by another state

4.
Does not apply to: 


a.
a boat that is less than 30 feet in length 


b.
a sailboat  


c.
a livery vessel, or


d.
any vessel not defined as a party boat while used for training or instructional purposes  

II. USCG Subjects

MARITIME LAW:

Navigation Rules (Rules of the Road):

Reference(s):
1.
USGC, Navigation Rules, International-Inland (Inland Only) www.navcen.uscg.gov/mwv/navrules/rotr_online.htm
2.
Wing, pp. 27-43


3.
Chapman’s, pp. 121-173
Study Outline:

1.
Introduction (Purpose - Prevent Collisions)
2.
Definitions


a.
Law


b.
Vessel


c.
Motor boat


d.
Power boat/Power-driven vessel


e.
Sailboat


f.
Give-way vessel


g.
Stand-on vessel

3.
Maneuver Rules


a.
All vessels

1)
Overtaking situation

2)
Hierarchy of vessels




a)
Not under command

b)
Restricted ability to maneuver

c)
Fishing vessel

d)
Sailing vessel

e)
Power-driven vessel

f)
Sea plane


b.
Power-driven vessels ONLY

1)
Meeting situation

2)
Crossing situation

4. Lighting Requirements


a.
Not under command

b.
Restricted ability to maneuver

c.
Fishing vessel

d.
Sailing vessel

e.
Power-driven vessel

f.
Sea plane

5.
Restricted Visibility


a.
Definition


b.
Signals

6.
Danger Signal
7.
Distress Signals

Rules & Regulations for Inspected T-Boats   

Reference(s):
1.
CFR 46, Parts 175-187  www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_02/46cfrv7_02.html
2.
Wing, p. 170-174

3.
Chapman’s, pp. 71-81
Study Outline: 

1.
Introduction
2.
Vessel Requirements


a.
Documentation


b.
Certificate of Inspection


c.
Emergency equipment

3.
Passenger Requirements

a.
Safety briefing

b.
Passenger list

c.
Personal Flotation Devices/Lifejackets
4.
Crew Requirements


a.
Training requirements


b.
Training drills



1)
Man overboard (MOB)


2)
Fire



3)
Abandon ship
Rules & Regulation for Uninspected Vessels   

Reference(s):
1.
CFR 46, Parts 24-28   http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_02/46cfrv1_02.html 
2.
Wing, p. 170-174

3.
Chapman’s, pp. 71-81
Study Outline:

1.
Define CFR

2.
Discuss purpose

Pollution Prevention Regulations   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 168-169

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 84-87, 773
3.
CFR 46 Parts 151-159   http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_04/46cfr151_04.html
Study Outline:

1.
Discharge Regulations

a.
Less than 3 miles off-shore

b.
3 – 12 miles off-shore

c.
12 – 25 miles off-shore

d.
More than 25 miles off-shore
2.
Pollution Placard
3.
Oil Pollution 

a.
Placard

b.
Penalties – ANY oil discharge must be reported to USCG or other authority


1)
$5,000 – discharge


2)
$10,000 – failure to report
4.
Actions

a.
Stop the discharge

b.
Notify authorities

c.
Contain the spill

Lifesaving Appliance Regulations for T-Boats   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 452-453
2.
Chapman’s, pp. 90-97, 110, 233, 403
Study Outline: 

1.
Types of life saving apparatus

a.
Life boat

b.
Life raft

c.
Life float

2.
Life rafts

a.
Types


1)
Hard canister


2)
Soft pack

b.
Components 


1)
Inflation Canister


2)
Stabilizing bags

SEAMANSHIP

Aids to Navigation   

Reference(s):  Chapman’s, pp. 475-490
Study Outline:

1.
International Association of Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) Maritime Buoyage System


a.
Nun buoys

b.
Can buoys

c.
Mid-channel buoys


d.
Junction buoys


e.
Day marks (boards)


f.
Range marks

2.
Lights defined by the United States Aids to Navigation System


a.
Flash sequence 


b.
Flash frequency


c.
Beacons


d.
Light colors

Marlinespike Seamanship   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 158-166
2.
Chapman’s, pp. 775-800
Study Outline:

1.
Types of Lines, Advantages/Disadvantages, and Construction


a.
Fiber


b.
Synthetic



1)
Nylon



2)
Dacron


c.
Wire

2.
Purposes and Procedures for Tying Various Knots


a.
Square knot (reef knot)


b.
Sheet bend (becket)


c.
Bowline


d.
Trucker hitch

e.
Clove hitch


f.
Round turn


g.
Half hitch


h.
Figure eight

Radiotelephone Communications    

Reference(s):  Chapman’s, pp.410-413, 681-700
Study Outline:

1.
Priority Messages


a.
Mayday


b.
Pan pan


c.
Securite

2.
VHF Protocol


a.
Priority messages


b.
Non-Priority messages

c.
Principles of transmitting and receiving


d.
Procedural words



1)
“This is. . .”



2)
“Say again”



3)
“Over”



4)
“Out”



5)
Phonetic alphabet



6)
“I spell”

3.
Channel Designations


a.
10


b.
13


c.
16


d.
22


e.
67-69

f.
Weather channels
Small Engine Operations & Maintenance   

Reference(s):  Chapman’s, pp. 223-232
Study Outline:

1.
Types of Engines

a.
Gasoline


1)
Two-stroke vs. four-stroke engine


2)
Pollution


3)
Fuel availability


4)
Common problems

b.
Diesel


1)
Safety


2)
Pollution


3)
Common problems
2.
Requirements

a.
Fuel

b.
Cooling

c.
Oil

Anchoring & Mooring   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, p. 136-139

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 317-349

Study Outline:

1.
Terminology

a.
Ground tackle

b.
Rode

c.
Chain

d.
Fluke

e.
Stock

f.
Crown

g.
Shank
2.
Types 

a.
Fisherman

b.
Danforth

c.
Plow

d.
Bruce
3.
Scope
4.
Chain
5.
Windless

a.
Wildcat

b.
Riding pawl

c.
Chain stripper

d.
Gypsy

e.
Chain stopper
6.
Anchoring procedure

a.
Holding ground

b.
Swing

c.
Types 


1)
Single hook


2)
Two hooks at 600


3)
Bahamian


4)
Mediterranean 

d.
Setting

Dragging, Clearing Fouled Anchors   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, p. 136-139

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 317-349

Study Outline:

1.
Equipment 

a.
Appropriate anchor

b.
Rode with fittings

c.
Trip line

d.
Secure cleats

e.
Snubber

2.
Dragging
3.
Clearing a Fouled Anchor

a.
Motor over

b.
Winch

c.
“Sweat it up”

d.
Circle

e.
Trip line

Wake Reduction   

REFERENCE(S): Chapman’s, p. 41
Study Outline: 
1. Define Wake

2. Discuss Dangers
3. Reduce Speed to Reduce Wake
WEATHER

Characteristics of Weather Systems   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 274-287

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 802-847

Study Outline:

1.
Elements

a.
Temperature

b.
Pressure

c.
Moisture 
2.
Forces

a.
Air masses

b.
Fronts

c.
Convection
3.
Wind


a.
Pressure gradient

b.
Coriolis force

c.
Differential heating

d.
Anti-cyclones

e.
Cyclones

f.
True vs. apparent wind
4.
Precipitation

a.
Forms of water


1)
Gas = water vapor


2)
Solid = ice


3)
Liquid = rain

b.
Evaporation

c.
Condensation

d.
Sublimation

Weather Charts and Reports   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 274-287

2.
Chapman’s. pp. 802-847

Study Outline:

1.
Reporting

a.
Weather charts

b.
Weather warnings
2.
Prediction

a.
Clouds/fog

b.
Barometer

c.
Thermometer
3.
Dangers
Heavy Weather Operations   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, p. 133

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 351-360

Study Outline:

1.
Define Precautions to Take and Prepare Vessel

a.
Crew briefing

b.
Assign duties

c.
Safety equipment


1)
Don lifejackets


2)
Rig jack lines and safety lines


3)
Harnesses

d.
Secure all gear and equipment above and below decks

e.
Move as much weight as possible as low as possible

f.
Pump out bilges and holding tanks

g.
Remove all unnecessary gear from decks

h.
Have crew drink as much water as possible

i.
Have crew and passengers take anti-seasickness medication
2.
Identify Vessel Motions and Action to Take

a.
Roll

b.
Pitch

c.
Yaw

d.
Sway

e.
Heave

f.
Broaching
3.
Describe benefits and use of heaving to.
4.
Describe benefits and use of oil and sea anchors

MANEUVERING

Maneuvering in Shallow Water   

Reference(s): Wing, p. 132

Study Outline:

1.
Define 

a.
Freeboard

b.
Draft

c.
Tonnage

d.
Displacement
2.
Squat

a.
Definition

b.
Indicators

c.
Prevention

Interaction with Bank/Passing Ship   

Reference(s): Wing, p. 132
Study Outline:

1.
Define Bank Suction
2.
Define Bank Cushion
3.
Discuss Techniques to Prevent Bank Effects and Passing Effects

Berthing & Unberthing   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, p. 134-135

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 192-209

Study Outline:

1.
Propeller Forces

a.
Prop thrust

b.
Vertical thrust

c.
Horizontal thrust

d.
Prop walk
2.
Types of props

a.
Single-screw

b.
Twin-screw

c.
Kort nozzle

d.
Inboard/outboard or stern drive

e.
Bow thrusters
3.
Docking

a.
Lines

b.
Docking procedures

c.
Getting underway procedures

Classes & Chemistry of Fires   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 458-459

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 420-4

Study Outline:

1.
Explain the 4 Classes of Fires

a.
Class A

b.
Class B

c.
Class C

d.
Class D
2.
Explain the Three Elements of the Fire Triangle

a.
Heat

b.
Oxygen

c.
Fuel

Firefighting Equipment & Regulations for T-Boats   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 458-459

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 420-422

3.
CFR 46, Parts 175-187  www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_02/46cfrv7_02.html
Study Outline:

1.
Define USCG Requirements for Fire Extinguishers on Vessels
2.
Have Student Locate in CFR 46 the Requirements for Firefighting Equipment

Basic Firefighting & Prevention   

Reference(s):
1.
 Wing, pp. 458-461

2.
 Chapman’s, pp. 384-385, 418-422

Study Outline:

1.
Define Extinguishing Agents, Uses and Hazards if Used Improperly

a.
Water

b.
Foam

c.
Carbon dioxide

d.
Halon

e.
Dry chemicals

f.
Dry powder
2.
Describe the Methods of Attack

a.
Direct

b.
Indirect
3.
Explain the Working of a Fire Nozzle
4.
Describe Fire Prevention Methods

Collision   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 451

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 413-415
Study Outline:

1.
Prevention – Obey the Rules of the Road
2.
Actions

a.
Sound alarms

b.
Secure hatches and ports

c.
Maneuver to ease strain
3.
Priorities

a.
Crew safety

b.
Vessel survival

c.
Legal obligations

Passenger/Crew Safety in Emergency   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, pp. 453,455

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 90-97,410, 705-71


Study Outline:

1.
Flotation Devices

a.
Personal flotation devices (PFDs)/lifejackets


1)
Uninspected vessels


2)
Inspected vessels

b.
Ring Buoys


1)
Inspected vessels equal to or less than 65 feet length overall


2)
Inspected vessels more than 65 feet length overall

c.
Life floats

d.
Life rafts
2.
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB)

a.
Definition

b.
Types

c.
Carriage requirements

d.
Required registration

e.
Required testing

Abandon Ship Procedures   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, p. 451
2.
Chapman’s, p. 430
Study Outline:

1.
Preparation

a.
Brief crew

b.
Ditch bag

c.
Don PFDs

d.
Communications


1)
Flares


2)
VHF


3)
EPIRB

e.
Water

f.
Food

g.
Warm clothing

h.
First aid kit
2.
Procedures

a.
Mayday

b.
EPIRB

c.
Launch life rafts
Man Overboard Procedures   

Reference(s):
1.
Wing, p. 449

2.
Chapman’s, pp. 422-430

Study Outline:

1.
Procedures
2.
Maneuvers

a.
Round turn

b.
Race track

c.
Williamson turn
3.
Recovery

Towing Operations   

Reference(s): Chapman’s, pp 366-368
Study Outline:

1.
Types of Towing

a.
Astern

b.
Ahead

c.
Alongside
2.
Equipment

a.
Bridle

b.
Fishplate

c.
Main hawser

d.
Spring hawser

e.
Catenary
3.
Dangers

a.
Yawing

b.
Over-run

c.
Tripping

d.
“In irons”

Emergency Towing   
Reference(s): Chapman’s, pp 366-368
Study Outline:

1.
Assessment 

a.
Capability of equipment

b.
Competence including knowledge

c.
Weather

d.
Sea state
2.
Safety 

a.
Crew

b.
Your vessel

c.
Other vessel
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