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ABSTRACT

In 1986 all Texas bays except San Antonio and Corpus Christi Bays were
stocked with a total of 6,786,203 red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) fry or
fingerlings. The Matagorda and Galveston Bay systems received 283,073
spotted seatrout (Cynoscion nebulosus) fry and fingerlings. Galveston Bay
received 4,792,239 striped bass (Morone saxatilis) fry and 171,082
fingerlings.




INTRODUCTION

Stocking saltwater fishes into Texas bays has become an integral part
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) management program to
revitalize historic fisheries and speed recovery of overfished stocks
(Matlock 1986). This report is a summary of all saltwater stockings that
occurred in Texas bays during 1975-1986. The objective of this report is
to document saltwater stocking activities.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fish spawned by the TPWD at the Perry R. Bass Marine Fisheries Research
Station during experimental culture studies, the John Wilson Marine Fish
Hatchery and fish reared at the Freeport Satellite Ponds were stocked into
Texas bays. Striped bass (Morone saxatilis) fry stocked in the Galveston
Bay complex were supplied from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries facility on Toledo Bend Reservoir, and fingerling fish from the
U.S. Fish Hatchery in Uvalde, Texas.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A total of 6,786,203 red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) fry and fingerlings
were stocked into all bay systems except San Antonio and Corpus Christi
bays in 1986 (Table 1). Six hundred eighty-three red drum (mean size
241 mm) tagged with black streamers were released into East Matagorda Bay
(Table A.3). Galveston (Cow Trap Lakes) and Matagorda Bay received
283,073 spotted seatrout (Cynoscion nebulosus) fry and fingerlings
(Table 1). The Galveston Bay system (Trinity Bay) received 4,792,239
striped bass fry (Table A.6) and 171,082 fingerlings (Table A.7).
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Table 4. Number of spotted seatrout fry and fingerlings stocked into
Texas bays each year from August 1983 through September 1986. Blank
indicates none stocked.

Year

Life stage Galveston Matagorda Total
1983

Fingerlings 50,000 50,000
1984

Fry 41,000 41,000

Fingerlings 1,609 1,609
1985

Fry 665,700 665,700

Fingerlings 249,488 249,488
1986

Fry 9,000 9,000

Fingerlings 42,073 232,000 274,073
All years

Fry 42,073 765,700 807,773

Fingerlings 483,097 483,097




Appendix A. Fish stocking dates and sites.
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Table A.l1. Date, location, and number of red drum eggs stocked
in the Corpus Christi Bay system as reported by the University of
Texas (UT) Marine Science Institute.

Date Site Number
10-08-79 Redfish Bay, Harbor Island 500,000
09-26-80 Corpus Christi Channel, near Port 500,000
Aransas Airport
10-05-80 Corpus Christi Channel, near Port 500,000
Aransas Airport
10-13-80 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000
10-16-80 Caster’'s Cut 500,000
10-19-80 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000
10-23-80 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000
10-24-80 Caster’'s Cut 500,000
10-25-80 Ponds-Charlie’s Pasture 500,000
10-26-80 Ponds-Charlie’s Pasture 500,000
10-27-80 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000
11-03-80 Caster’s Cut 500,000
11-09-80 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000
11-12-80 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000
09-03-81 Pond near Port Aransas Airport 500,000
09-05-81 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000

09-15-81 Corpus Christi Channel at U.T. Lab 500,000




Table A.2.

Texas bays by the TPWD.
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Date, location, and number of red drum fry (1-3 d old) stocked in

Date Bay system Bay Site Number
08-25-75 Corpus Christi Redfish Harbor Island 1,200,000
09-29-75 Corpus Christi Corpus Christi  Mustang Island 1,000,000
10-03-75 Corpus Christi Corpus Christi  Mustang Island 500,000
11-09-75 Corpus Christi Redfish Harbor Island 10,000,000
11-10-78 San Antonio Espiritu Santo 2,250,000
11-13-78 Matagorda Tres Palacios Turtle Bay 20,000
11-16-78 Matagorda Tres Palacios Turtle Bay 20,000
05-11-79 Galveston West Christmas 540,000
05-12-79 Galveston West Christmas 696,500
05-13-79 Galveston West Christmas Bay 1,100,000
05-14-79 Galveston West Christmas Bay 597,000
05-15-79 Galveston West Christmas Bay 891,000
05-18-79 Galveston West Christmas Bay 400,000
05-19-79 Galveston West Christmas Bay 500,000
07-14-79 Corpus Christi Corpus Christi Shamrock Cove 914,000
07-21-79 Corpus Christi Corpus Christi Shamrock Cove 900,000
08-20-79 San Antonio Espiritu Santo  Pringle Lake 300,000
08-23-79 San Antonio Espiritu Santo 300,000
- 08-26-79 San Antonio Espiritu Santo Pringle Lake 300,000
08-28-79 Aransas Redfish 100,000
08-30-79 San Antonio Espiritu Santo Pringle Lake 900,000
09-04-79 San Antonio Espiritu Santo Pringle Lake 360,000
09-13-79 Aransas Redfish 80,000
10-06-79 Aransas Redfish 800,000
10-10-79 Aransas Redfish 1,350,000
10-12-79 Aransas Redfish 500,000
10-18-79 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 1,500,000
07-15-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 1,600,000
07-16-80 Matagorda Carancahua 700,000
07-17-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 780,000
07-18-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 400,000
07-19-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 600,000
07-20-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 470,000
07-24-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 300,000
08-06-80 Matagorda Carancahua Redfish Lake 186,000
08-27-80 San Antonio San Antonio Swan Point 1,700,000
08-28-80 San Antonio San Antonio Swan Point 1,300,000
08-29-80 San Antonio Rarroom 2,200,000
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Table A.2. (Cont’d.).
Date Bay system Bay Site Number
08-31-80 San Antonio Barroom 1,600,000
09-10-80 Upper Laguna Upper Laguna Padre Island 500,000
Madre Madre between North
and South Bird
Islands
09-14-80 Upper Laguna Upper Laguna South of John F. 600,000
Madre Madre Kennedy Causeway
09-15-80 Upper Laguna Upper Laguna 500,000
Madre Madre
09-21-80 Upper Laguna Upper Laguna 300,000
Madre Madre
10-07-80 Matagorda Matagorda Well’'s Point 1,000,000
10-28-80 Matagorda Tres Palacios Turtle Bay at 1,300,000
Bridge
10-30-80 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 300,000
10-31-80 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 700,000
03-13-81 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 772,000
03-14-81 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 804,000
03-17-81 Matagorda Matagorda Well’'s Point 1,700,000
03-20-81 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 700,000
03-22-81 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 1,400,000
03-24-81 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 1,900,000
08-08-83 Galveston West Sportsmen's 1,018,735
Road
04-22-86 Aransas Little Bay 221,500
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Table A.&4. Date, location, and number of spotted seatrout fry
(1-3 d old) stocked in Texas bays by the TPWD.

Date Bay system Bay Site Number
06-23-84 Matagorda Matagorda Well's Point 41,000
05-19-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well's Point 633,000
05-27-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well's Point 30,600
07-27-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well'’s Point 2,100
06-01-86 Matagorda Matagorda  Perry R. Bass 9,000

Marine Fisheries
Research Station




Table A.5.

in Texas bays by the TPWD.

Date, location, and number of spotted seatrout fingerlings stocked
Blanks indicate no data.
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Number  Total length (mm)
Date Bay system Bay Site stocked Range Mean
08-01-83 Matagorda Matagorda Well'’s Point 50,000 34-41 39
11-08-84 Matagorda Matagorda Well'’s Point 1,609 35-45 28
06-08-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well'’s Point 65,914  22-34 28
06-16-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well'’'s Point 88,114  22-34 27
06-18-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well's Point 17,000  35-45 41
06-25-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well's Point 45,800  30-43 35
06-26-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well's Point 11,272  40-57 47
08-21-85 Matagorda Matagorda Well’s Point 21,388 33-49 43
06-24-86 Matagorda Turtle Bay Jensen Point 89,000 20-43 32
07-31-86 Matagorda Turtle Bay Jensen Point 143,000 23-33 28
09-05-86 Galveston Cow Trap San Bernard 42,073 20-28 25

National
Wildlife Refuge
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Table A.6. Date, location, and number of striped bass fry (3-10 d old) stocked
in Texas bays by the TPWD.

Date Bay system Bay Site Number
05-04-83 Galveston Trinity Near Marker 1, 200,000
Anahuac Channel
05-09-83 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 700,000
04-30-84 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 800,000
05-03-84 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 400,000
05-14-84 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 15,000
04-15-84 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 800,000
04-28-85 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 387,500
04-29-85 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 312,500
04-15-86 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 2,578,241
04-17-86 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 1,317,936

04-22-86 Galveston Trinity Double Bayou 896,062




Table A.7.
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Date, location, and number of striped bass fingerlings stocked in
Texas bays by the TPWD.

No. Total length (mm)
Date Bay system Site stocked Range Mean
06-30-75 San Antonio Middle of bay 56,000 41
05-20-76 San Antonio Goff Bayou 10,000 43
05-20-76 San Antonio Guadalupe River 23,000 43
05-20-76 San Antonio Guadalupe River 71,000 38
05-24-76 San Antonio Swan Point 1,000 38
05-24-76 San Antonio Intracoastal 7,000 38
Waterway

05-24-76 San Antonio Middle of bay 9,000 38
05-26-76 San Antonio Mustang Lake 20,000 36
05-05-77 Corpus Christi Sunset Lake 3,000 19-38 34
05-10-77 Sabine Lake South Impoundment 10,000 19-38 34
05-10-77 San Antonio Middle of bay 30,000 19-38 34
05-04-77 San Antonio Middle of bay 102,000 18-38 34
05-12-77 San Antonio Middle of bay 50,000 19-38 34
05-25-83 Matagorda Swan Lake 23,500 23-42 34
04-24-84 Matagorda Swan Lake North 48  790-915 847
05-20-86 Galveston Trinity Bay 62,410

05-22-86 Galveston Trinity Bay 38,000

06-04-86 Galveston Trinity Bay 70,672

8Tagged with internal

abdominal tags with external streamer.
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