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INTRODUCTION

eridian State Park, Bosque County, is located in the Lampasas
M Cut Plains natural region of Texas. The plants and animals of

the park are similar to those found on the southeastern mar-
gin of the Edwards Plateau—the Balcones Escarpment region of the
Hill Country. However, the flood-plain community above Lake Bosque
on Bee Creek is distinctly like those of East Texas in composition.

With habitats ranging from lush riparian forests, through dry
cedar and oak woodlands and thickets, to the margins and open
waters of Lake Bosque, the 550-acre state park offers fine opportuni-
ties for observation and study of birdlife. Three hiking and nature
study trails (see map), as well as parks roads, provide the park visi-
tor easy access to good birding habitat.

The list of avian fauna for the park is highlighted by the rare
Golden-cheeked Warbler. Although the area does not fall within the
main portion of the warbler’s range, the park does contain some
prime stands of Ashe juniper-oak woodland habitat which fulfill the
requisites of this warbler for nesting. To find this warbler, walk the
Shinnery Ridge Trail in the northwest part of the park. Here in late
March through June park visitors should be rewarded with excellent
views and sounds of this Texas specialty.

The Shinnery Ridge Trail was formerly home to another of Texas’
rare specialties, the Black-capped Vireo. Unlike the warbler, Black-
capped Vireos thrive in transitional shrubby habitats. The vireos
require semi-open areas with brushy areas where thick vegetation
reaches the ground. At Meridian State Park that habitat was the shin-
nery oak that flourishes on the northern end of the trail. However,
as the oaks continue to mature they become more tree-like and no
longer provided the necessary habitat for the vireo.

In spring and summer the Black-chinned Hummingbird, Red-
bellied and Ladder-backed Woodpeckers, Bewick’s Wren, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Painted Bunting and Rufous-crowned Sparrow often are
found with little effort.

Depending on weather conditions during migration, visitors
may see numerous ducks, occasional hawks, flycatchers, vireos, many
species of warblers and some sparrows as they pass through the
park. In winter one may find Pied-billed Grebe, Northern Flicker,
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Spotted Towhee, Dark-eyed Junco, White-
crowned Sparrow and White-throated Sparrow.



This checklist, compiled by Warren Pulich of the University of
Dallas at Irving, includes only those species that have been observed
either within the park boundaries or that have been observed over-
head. Nomenclature and organization of this checklist follow the
A.0.U. Check-list of North American Birds, 7th edition as currently
supplemented.

Because we are interested in maintaining and revising this check-
list, we ask visitors to help by sharing new and unusual sightings
and/or comments on the status of the park’s birdlife. Bird Sighting
Report Forms are available at the park headquarters, or notes may
be submitted on the checklist itself or on notepaper. Please forward
these comments to the Natural Resource Program, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744,
or leave them at the park headquarters.

Please help us protect the natural avian commaunities in our parks
by refraining from using playback tapes of bird songs. Frequent use
of these tapes disrupts essential territorial behavior and may lead
lo nest failure. Thank you for your cooperation.

LEGEND

R - Resident

W - Winter

V - Visitor

S - Summer

M - Migrant

P - Permanent

- Nests in park

- Probably nests in immediate area

- Abundant

- Very common
- Common

- Fairly common
Uncommon

- Scarce

- Rare

- Irregular
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CHECKLIST

 SNOW GOOSE ...ttt ™
CANAAA GOOSE .eoeeeeeeeveeeeeeseesee s eseseess s seses s seses s seseees oM
e W00 DUCK oo 7PR
_ Gadwall.........enn.... ... 4M, 6WR
___ American Wigeon ... ... 4M, 6WR
L MAALA oo 5M, 6WR
____ Blue-winged Teal ............. 3M, 8WR
__ Northern Shoveler ......... 3M, 6WR
— NOTEhern PANEATL oot 5M, 6WR
___ Green-winged Teal .. . 3M, 7WR
 CANVASDACK oot seeen 6M
 REANCAG . 6M
__ Ringnecked DUCK ........ccoceeeemmeeeceerrreeennisssssseeeesecessessssssnnnns oM
_ GIEALET SCAUP ..ot sienne 8V
__ Lesser Scaup

___ Common Goldeneye.............. A
 BUSTICREAA oo 7V
___ Common Merganser .............. .7V
___ Ruddy Duck

___*Wild Turkey

_«Northern BODWRILe ..........ccccovveivvivieieeieeeiceeeeeeee s
___ Pied-billed Grebe.................

— HOINEA GIEDE ...
 BAred GIEDE .o

*

American White Pelican ....
Double-crested Cormorant
ANRINGA ..o
American Bittern .............
Least BItteINl ......occveveiiceciereecce e
Great Blue Heron....
SNOWY EGIEL ..o sseesene
Little Blue Heron ..............
Tricolored Heron ..............
CALIE EGLOL w..ovvvevvererieceiee i ssiessssssesesssessenes




o Green Herom ... 5SR

___ Black-crowned Night-Heron ........... oM
___ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron ............. 5M
— White-faced IDIS ...couveveeeeieiceeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeese e 8V
o BIACK VUITUTLE ..o 3PR
2 Turkey VUIEULE ........vvveerieecrieeieesisese e 2PR

J 0151 (3 OO 6M
_ MiSSISSIPPE KiE weovevrrreveeecersisssseeneeeceeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 6M
__Northern Harrier ............. ..5WR
___ Sharp-shinned Hawk............. 5WR
_ COOPEL’S HAWK ..oovvvvvvvveorssicerseesssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnns 6WR
___ Broad-winged Hawk ........... .5M
~ *SWAINSON'S HAWK ... 4M, 7SR
_ *Red-tailed HAWK ..o 7PR, 4WR
__ Rough-legged HAWK .........covevvvvecirmnecerrnecrrirncsninecsrinsesenens 8WR
_ Crested Caracara .................... 8V
 AMETICAN KESEIL oot 5M, 4WR
MEITII vt raen 8V
Prairie FAICON .......ovveiveeeriecciece s 8V
_Sora....... ™
 AMETICAN COOL ..ot
— SANANIIL CLANE oot
K@ s
_ American Avocet
__ Spotted SANAPIPET ......coovvevrreeriieerieeieseeerserisesersenens
_ Solitary SANAPIPEr ........vvveeecvererererireeeisesessesessesessesessssessenees
Greater Yellowlegs ..
WHILEE ..o
Lesser Yellowlegs ..............
Upland SAndpPiPer ..........ccceeeeveveeerineeriiesrissesessssesesseseeens
 SANAIHNG covooveveeri e
Semipalmated Sandpiper ..
__ Least Sandpiper...................
___ White-rumped SAnAPIPer .........cvvverervernereiineseeiseseeinsesenennes
___ Pectoral Sandpiper .............
___ Longhbilled Dowitcher .............
WALSON'S SDPE ..eovvvvreercrireiicrisiie e essssseens



 Franklin's GUIL ...
___ Ring-billed Gull........ .
BIACK TEIN o
_ Forster’s Tern .
___*Rock Pigeon .......
____+-Mourning Dove ..
 FINCA DOVE ettt
_ «Yellow-billed Cuckoo..............
___«Greater Roadrunner .......
U EBATIE OWL oot naene
_«Eastern Screech-Owl ...
___*Great Horned Owl ..................
 BArTed OWI oo
___+Common Nighthawk ..
___*Common Poorwill ................
_ «Chuck-will's-widow ................
_ *ChimNeY SWift......cvveeecerirecriieeeiieeeiises e sesssessssssesesennes
___*Ruby-throated Hummingbird
___ - Black-chinned Hummingbird
___*Belted Kingfisher .................
___ Red-headed Woodpecker .............
___+Red-bellied Woodpecker .............
___ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker .............
___-Ladder-backed Woodpecker .............
- Downy Woodpecker ............
B \ 0V 1113 10 U 1T RO
___ Olive-sided Flycatcher ...
_ Eastern Wood-Pewee..............
___ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher...............
Least Flycatcher
“Traill’s” Flycatcher ...

 BIACK PROEDE ..t

__ <Eastern Phoebe ................. 5SR, 7WR
___+Great Crested Flycatcher ................... 4SR
___+Western Kingbird.............. 4M, 6SR
_ *Eastern Kingbird ..o, 4M, 7SR

___«Scissor-tailed Flycatcher ............. 3SR




MERIDIAN STATE PARK




headquarters
residence
multi-use campsites
trailer camping
screened shelter
concession building
restroom

boat ramp

paved roads
unpaved roads

park boundaries
creek

Bosque hiking trail
nature trail

group shelter
picnicking




_ +Loggerhead SHITKe .......ccccovvevvrmmerrrimnecrriinecrrineccriessiinecsenennee
____+White-eyed Vireo ...
B £ 7S] | 1 T TR
___ Black-capped Vireo .............
Yellow-throated Vireo ....
__ Blue-headed Vireo ..........
_ Warbling VATEO .....uuvveereeeercenireeriieseesssesesssessesnsesssssessessanes
__ Philadelphia VIFe0 .......ccccocnvecereeeereicrriseereissesresssesessnsesennnnes
___*Red-eyed Vireo ........
___+BlueJay ...
___*American Crow ..
HOMNEA LATK oo
P PUrple MArtin oo
_ Tree Swallow
___*Northern Rough-winged SWallow ..........c.ccccomuerrvrmecrrnenne. 4M, 5SR
 BanK SWAllOW ..o 5M
— F CLIf SWALLOW oo 3M, 6SR
 FBArD SWALLOW oo 3M, 6SR
— +Carolina ChiCKAdEe ............oovvvevvvreirerneeeeeeee s 2PR
o TUFEd TIEMOUSE ...ttt raene 2PR
~ Red-breasted Nuthatch..................... 7V
__ White-breasted Nuthatch ...
____ Brown Creeper ...
— Rock Wren...........
T CANYON WICIL oottt ssenines
BT 0075 ) § 33T I (<3 ) OO
- Bewick’s Wren ....
HOUSE WICIL ..ot
___ Golden-crowned Kinglet .............. 5WR
___ Ruby-crowned Kinglet ........ . 3WR
___ +Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ... .
< EaStern BIUEDITA ... 3PR
Townsend’s SOIIAITe ..........ocvvveverviereieeee s W




AMErican RODIN .....ucoevvvcveieecieieeeiee e

Gray CADILd ..ooovooeeeerieceiesese st eeees
+Northern Mockingbird ............
- Brown Thrasher ..............
- European Starling .
American Pipit ...
Cedar Waxwing..............
PRAINOPEPLA ...oovevvvriiriisee s sesisssesiseseeies
Tennessee Warbler ..............
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler ...............
YEIIOW WAIDIET .......oovvviveeiirrirciicsess e
Chestnut-sided Warbler ............c..........
Magnolia Warbler ............ccceeceinncrnincrrnesieinecsesiesenens
Yellow-rumped Warbler ........
Black-throated Green Warbler ...........ccccoeververvrerrenrsnrieninnns 5M
« Golden-cheeked Warbler ............. 5SR
Blackburnian Warbler ... 6M
Bay-breasted Warbler ..... ™
BIACKPOLL WALDIET ... eiesesieeeeens 8M
« Black-and-white Warbler ..........c....ccoovvvveemervevnnerveinnrrreenn. 5M, 6SR
AMErican REASLAL ............ovveeveeeceeeeeeeeeeeee e 4M
OVENDILA c.ooooovveoe s enesins oM
Northern Waterthrush ... . oM
Kentucky WarbIer .........ooccuevveeeeeneeinnerineeinserisesessesssssessenees ™
Mourning Warbler ................ 5M
Common Yellowthroat.............. 4M
Ho0ded Warbler ..o sssssessens ™
WiLSON'S WALDIEE ......ooovoeveriiecree e 3M
« Yellow-breasted Chat ............. 4M, 7SR

* SUMMET TANAZEL «....ooovveervveerrrereeeesrreessesissesessssssassessessesnnaees 48R
SCAlEt TANAZET ......oovvevvercerirerieeiises e sessessenes ™
EaStern TOWREE .........cvveurvvimereiieceeiieesiiseeesissenssssssnssnees 7WR
SPOLLEd TOWNEE ...vvovveveeereveeeiecees s 4WR

« Rufous-crowned Sparrow ............. 5PR

- Chipping Sparrow ............ 3M, 4SR
Clay-colored Sparrow ............ 5M




o Field SPAITOW ..ot 2M, 5SR

_ VESPCT SPALTOW .oovvrnrrvvverrsannnssiasssessssssssssssssssssssaessssssssss 4M, 6WR
2 Lark SPALTOW ..ot 4PR
Savannah Sparrow ........... 3M, 6WR

Fox Sparrow

 SONG SPALTOW wevvrrerrrrrveeeeeesssssssssseesssssssssssssssssssssssssees 3M, 6WR
__ LinCoIn’s SPALTOW .....oouuvvvermrvrvrrcerernsersirssesessssesessseseeens 3M, 5WR
___ White-throated Sparrow........... 4WR
_ Harris’s SPArrow ... 3WR
___ White-crowned Sparrow .......... 2WR
_ Dark-eyed JUNCO ......ooceeeeeereieeirereeecseeise s 2WR
_«Northern Cardinal ............cccocovvviveeieeeeeeeeeee s 2PR
__ Rose-breasted Grosbeak ....... 6M
— *Blue GroSbeak ...
_ *Indig0 BUNLING c.ooovevvernerircrrirciiecsriicriesseeec s
__+Painted BUNtinG ........cooccuvmecvrrnecirccsieciessiiecseniones
I ) 16 C Y
___+Red-winged Blackbird
_ <Eastern Meadowlark..............

Western Meadowlark

Brewer’s Blackbird ........cc.cooeeven..
__ Common Grackle ..............
_ Great-tailed Grackle .............
_+Brown-headed Cowbird ............ 3PR

Orchard Oriole

: Bullock’s Oriole
Baltimore Ori0le ...........oveveveeeieeieiesesesesses e ssseennee

Purple Finch ....

_ House Finch .....

Pine Siskin .......

Lesser Goldfinch .......

_ American Goldf

- House Sparrow

inch
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CITATION

Pulich, Warren. November 2006. Birds of Meridian State Park:
a field checklist. Natural Resource Program, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department.

In 1983, the Texas Legislature created the Special Nongame and
Endangered Species Conservation Fund. This fund may be used
for nongame wildlife and endangered species research and
conservation, habitat acquisition and development and dissemi-
nation of information pertaining to nongame management.
Money for this fund is obtained through private donations and
sale of nongame wildlife art prints and stamps. This fund now
gives Texans a unique opportunity to help support this state’s
valuable and sensitive nongame resources. Your individual
contributions and purchases of nongame art prints and stamps
will help determine the level of nongame conservation activities
in Texas. For more information call toll-free (1-800-792-1112) or
contact: Nongame and Endangered Species Program,
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School
Road, Austin, Texas 78744.
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