Habitat Management Guidelines for
Bald Eagles in Texas

The following guidelines were
developed to help landowners and
managers maintain or improve their
land for the benefit of the Bald
Eagle. Information is also provided
so that landowners may recognize
and avoid or minimize human-related
disturbance to eagles, particularly
nesting pairs.

Nesting Habitat

The protection of an actual nest is
important, but so is protection of the
nest area and all the surrounding
habitat factors that attracted the nest-
ing pair to the area. Once the eagles
establish a suitable breeding territory,
they will return to the same area year
after year, often using several nests
within the territory during different
years. When a given nest or the tree
that it is in falls, a pair generally
returns to the same territory to begin
another nest. If one member of a pair
dies, the nest may go unused for sev-
eral years and then be recolonized by
the surviving member returning with
a new mate. Nesting territories can
even be inherited by offspring.
Therefore, protection of nesting terri-
tories should apply to “abandoned”
nests for at least five consecutive years
of documented nonuse.

The following habitat manage-
ment guidelines are based on two
management zones surrounding each
nest site, with certain restrictions rec-
ommended for each zone.

Primary Management Zone For
Nest Sites

This zone includes an area
extending 750 to 1,500 feet outward
in all directions from the nest site. It
is recommended that the following
activities not occur within this zone:

1. Habitat alteration or change in
land use, such as would result
from residential, commercial, or
industrial development; con-
struction projects; or mining
operations.

2. Tree cutting, logging, or
removal of trees, either living
or dead.

3. Use of chemicals labeled as
toxic to fish and wildlife.

4. Placement of above-ground
electrical transmission or dis-
tribution lines. Since colli-
sion with powerlines and
electrocution on powerline
structures remain an impor-
tant cause of death, place-
ment of underground lines is
recommended near Bald
Eagle nests and winter con-
centration sites.

5. Helicopter or fixed-wing air-
craft operation within
500 feet vertical distance or
1,000 feet horizontal distance
of the nest site during the
nesting season (October-July).

6. Activities which create mini-
mal disturbance, such as hik-
ing, fishing, camping, and
bird-watching can be carried
out safely during the non-
nesting season if there is no
physical alteration of the
habitat within the zone.
Traditional farming, ranch-
ing, and hunting activites
which are existing practices
and have occurred histori-
cally on the site can be car-
ried out safely during the
non-nesting season as long as
habitat alteration is avoided.

Human presence within this
zone should be minimized during the
nesting season, especially during the
early nesting period from October-
April. Traditional agricultural activi-
ties and low impact recreational
activities are generally not a problem
even during the nesting season as
long as they do not appear to be
adversely affecting nesting success,
there is no increase in the level of
disturbance from historic levels, and
physical alteration of the habitat is
avoided. However, activities of any
kind should be stopped if it becomes
apparent that the birds are suffering
from disturbance. The key point is
whether the activities keep the breed-
ing birds away from the nest, eggs, or
young for extended periods of time.
If they do, they are harmful. In gen-
eral, it is important to protect the
nest from human disturbance during
very hot or very cold weather, since

the parents’ absence at these times
can be particularly deadly for the
eggs or young.

Secondary Management Zone
For Nest Sites

This zone encompasses an area
extending outward from the primary
zone an additional 750 feet to 1 mile.
Recommended restrictions in this
zone are intended to protect the
integrity of the primary zone and to
protect important feeding areas,
including the eagle’s access to these
areas. The following activities are
likely to be detrimental to Bald
Eagles at any time, and in most cases
should be avoided within the sec-
ondary zone:

1. Development of new commer-
cial or industrial sites.

2. Construction of multi-story
buildings or high-density
housing developments
between the nest and the
eagle’s feeding area.

3. Placement of electrical trans-
mission or distribution lines
between the nest site and the
eagle’s feeding area.

4. Construction of new roads,
trails, canals, or rights-of-way
which would tend to facili-
tate human access to the
eagle nest.

5. Use of chemicals labeled as
toxic to wildlife.

Certain activities that involve
only minimal alteration or distur-
bance to the habitat can be carried
out safely in the secondary zone dur-
ing the non-nesting season. Examples
of these activities include: minor log-
ging or land clearing, minor construc-
tion, seismographic exploration
employing explosives, oil well
drilling, and low-level aircraft opera-
tion. However, these activites should
avoid major alteration or loss of Bald
Eagle habitat as much as possible.

If logging is done, it is best to
retain as many large trees as possible
for roost and perch trees. Retention
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of at least 10 to 15 live trees per acre
is suggested. Ideally, the trees left
uncut should be the largest in the
stand, preferably those with open
crowns and stout lateral limbs.
Selective forestry practices such as
seedtree, shelterwood, and single tree
selection are recommended over
clear-cutting.

Minimal disturbance recreational
activities (hiking, fishing, camping,
picnicking, bird-watching, hunting)
and everyday farming and ranching
activities that cause no new alteration
of habitat can be safely carried out in
the secondary zone at any time.

Feeding Areas

The use of toxic chemicals in water-
sheds and rivers where Bald Eagles
feed should be avoided as much as
possible. Where agricultural herbi-
cides and pesticides are used within
the watershed, label directions should
be strictly followed, including those
describing proper disposal of rinse
water and containers.

Alteration of natural shorelines
where Bald Eagles feed should be
avoided or minimized as much as
possible. Degraded or eroded shore-
lines should be revegetated whenever
possible.

Winter Roost

Concentration Areas
Logging or land clearing activity
should be avoided within 1,500 feet
of a roosting concentration area.
Disruptive, noisy, or out-of-the-ordi-
nary land use activities should be
avoided near communal roost sites.
Normal agricultural activites which
have occurred traditionally on the
land are generally acceptable near
these roost sites as long as they do
not appear to be affecting roosting
eagles. However, it is best to avoid
even normal activities during
evening, night, and early morning
hours.

For More Information
Landowners and managers can
contact the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Natural Resources
Conservation Service (formerly Soil
Conservation Service), or Texas
Agricultural Extension Service for
technical assistance in managing
habitat and protecting Bald Eagle
nest sites.

Funds for the production of this leaflet were provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, under Section 6 of the Endangered Species Act.
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