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Wildlife, State Parks
divisions collaborate to
recover Houston toad
Recent rains in Central Texas not only watered residential lawns and

filled ranch cattle tanks, but also brought much needed relief to the
endangered Houston toad, Bufo houstonensis. The story illustrates

how climate extremes like drought can impact species already pushed to
the edge by habitat loss and other factors; plus, it underscores the power of
collaboration and partnerships.

A true Texas native, the Houston toad is found only in the deep sandy
soils and pine and oak forests of East Central Texas. Bastrop County is the
species’ final stronghold, but studies suggest its population is in serious
decline. A recovery team that includes TPWD, Texas State University, the
Houston Zoo, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental Defense 

continued on page 4
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New drug and alcohol 
testing policy

TPWD has developed a new Drug and 
Alcohol Testing Policy, which will go into
effect later this year. The purpose of the

policy is to bring the agency into compliance
with federal and state regulations, further
ensure public safety, and help maintain a safe
and productive work environment. 

Most employees will not be required to
undergo drug and alcohol testing. The new
policy will affect only those who hold certain
types of positions, including commercial dri-
vers (CDLs), peace officers (game wardens and
park police), boat captains, aircraft pilots and
employees performing safety-sensitive jobs—
approximately 800 staff members altogether. 

The types of testing to be implemented
will include pre-employment, post-incident,
and “reasonable suspicion.” In addition, CDLs
will be required to undergo random testing.
The agency has contracted with a vendor to
conduct the testing at laboratory sites across
the state which are convenient to TPWD field
offices. The estimated annual cost to the
agency is $5,710, and the benefits to the work-
place are expected to be invaluable.  

The policy evolved from a Natural Leaders
Class VII project in 2007–08. The NL team
researched state and federal requirements,
reviewed similar policies at other agencies, sur-
veyed TPWD staff attitudes toward drug and
alcohol testing, and then developed the draft
policy. The following year, an implementation
committee was formed, headed by HR Director
Al Bingham. Members include team lead Cinda
Brooks (LE), Kaye Schultz and Boyd Kennedy
(Legal), Mike Mendiola and Steve Schroeter
(Inf. Safety and Risk Management), and Wes
Masur and Robert Crossman (SP). 

The new policy supports the TPWD 
Standards of Performance and Conduct Policy
(HR-03-10), which is already in effect and
applies to all employees. Both are available on
WILDnet. Training will be provided to super-
visors and employees; in addition, supervisors
will be required to receive “refresher” training
every two years. Cinda Brooks (LE) is the drug
testing coordinator and will administer the
Drug and Alcohol Testing Program. 

— Karen Blizzard

“Rrrribbbittt (No comment)” was the reply from the soon-to-be-released participant, Mr. "Sam" Houston
Toad, when asked how he felt about the opportunity to set up new digs at Bastrop State Park. 
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Dear Colleagues:

Towering over the border city of El Paso are the Franklin Mountains. You can’t miss
them. They are the signature landscape feature on the desert plain, and the entire
city sprawls around their perimeter. Surprisingly, however, some El Paso children

do miss them and go their entire lives without setting foot on those mountains, most all
of which are encompassed by Franklin Mountains State Park, the largest urban park in
the lower continental United States.

Thanks to an innovative outdoor education program called “Eagles Rock,” that is
beginning to change. The program, launched last year by administrators from the
Canutillo Independent School District, along with TPWD and others as partners, is
designed to capitalize on the region’s unique natural assets, particularly the Rio Grande
River and the Franklin Mountains Sky Islands jutting skyward from the desert plain, in
order to expose schoolchildren to the great outdoors by getting them into the out-of-
doors. Our state park serves as the centerpiece for the district’s outdoor activities. Math,
science and physical education curricula have been developed to help shape the partici-
pants’ nature study, exploration and outdoor recreation experiences. In addition, the
district is using the program to help combat other problems the community is facing —
namely, escalating childhood obesity and poor exercise habits.

So far, the program is receiving rave reviews by the community, parents, teachers,
local officials and, most importantly, the children themselves. It is also just the kind of
integrated educational program contemplated by legislators during the last session, which
sponsored S.B. 205, or the “Texas Partnership for Children in Nature” bill. This piece of
legislation was championed mightily by the Texas Wildlife Association, the National
Wildlife Federation, Texas PTA, the Texas Pediatric Society, and many other conservation,
education, and public health organizations. These groups advocated for the well-being of
children through the creation of a formalized state plan to enable kids to spend more time
out-of-doors and to better understand Texas’ rich natural and cultural legacy.

Although S.B. 205 passed the Senate unanimously, it was caught up in unrelated
last-minute delays in the House that precluded hundreds of bills from passing. Nonethe-
less, a bipartisan group of legislators led by Senator Shapleigh and Representative
Howard, along with Senators Averitt, Estes, and Seliger and Representatives Eissler,
Hilderbran, Homer, and Kuempel have tasked TPWD, along with the Texas Education
Agency, Texas Department of Agriculture, Texas Department of State Health Services,
and private-sector organizations, to move forward administratively with the partnership. 

The partnership is charged initially with developing a statewide plan to promote
“healthy children in a healthy world” by integrating coordinated school health initiatives
with increased opportunities for understanding Texas’ natural resources and for develop-
ing outdoor skills, scientific study and outdoor play for children. Thanks to the leader-
ship of our very own Nancy Herron, we are in the throes of setting up a formal steering
committee to lead this effort. Our goal is to have the plan completed by the fall of 2010
in time to influence curriculum decisions made by the State Board of Education. 

As former TWA Board Chair Steve Lewis put it, “We need to put the goal of achiev-
ing natural resources literacy with our schoolchildren on par with the education of our
kids in Texas history.” That’s an ambitious vision for this program, but as we can all attest
from this agency, ultimately we believe it will make our kids “happier, healthier, and
smarter,” and help create the stewards of tomorrow. It is a vision we can all get behind.

Thanks for all you do for Texas’ wild things and wild places. They need you more
than ever. 
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HR POLICY CORNER
Leave Without Pay (LWOP) 
Employees are expected to manage their accrued leave
balances (i.e. sick, annual, compensatory, etc.) to
cover absences from the job. Under unique conditions
an employee may be allowed to leave the job without
pay and then return to work at a later date. However,
approval for such should be coordinated in advance;
if a period of LWOP occurs after the regular payroll
closeout date, the employee’s salary warrant will be
canceled and reissued after the regular pay date.
Employees on LWOP are not eligible for direct
deposit until after six months of continuous service
without being in LWOP status.

Natural Resource Coordinator Andy Sipocz (SP) was
honored with a Government Award by the Citizens’
Environmental Coalition (CEC) at the 12th Annual
Synergy Awards luncheon held on Nov. 4 at the 
Houston Racquet Club. Andy was nominated because
of his key role in three projects—initially, as a Coastal
Fisheries employee and, later, as a State Parks
employee. The projects are (1) the Brays Bayou
Stormwater Treatment Wetland project, a series of
wetland ponds to detain and remove pollutants from
a Houston neighborhood; (2) the identification of
toxic waste pits on the San Jacinto River, which were
then placed on the EPA’s Superfund cleanup list; and
(3) the restoration of 500 acres of old rice fields at
Sheldon Lake SP to native prairie and marsh. The
CEC is an alliance of nearly 100 nonprofit environ-
mental agencies in the Houston/Galveston area. The
Synergy Awards were created to recognize notable
community conservation work.

Big Bend Ranch SP Fiesta 
is coming!
TPWD will host a daylong public fiesta at Big
Bend Ranch State Park (BBRSP) on Saturday,
Nov. 14, to celebrated expanded recreational
opportunities and provide Texans with a chance
to experience one of the great parks of the West.
State Parks is producing the event with support
from other TPWD staff members and volunteers.
Saturday’s “open house” will feature a free barbe-
cue lunch at noon, followed by a performance by
cowboy singer-songwriter Dennis Jay. Activities
include park tours, hikes, guided mountain bike
and horseback rides, desert survival and camping
demonstrations, a student art show, Buffalo 
Soldiers encampment, and informational displays
on everything from bats to river recreation. 
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FACES AND PLACES

No Expo … but a few 
came, anyway
Urban Outdoors Program Branch Chief Ernie
Gammage (Comm.), who directed TPW Expo 
for many years, spent some time parked on 
Smith School Road near a “No Expo” sign on the
Saturday morning of what would have been Expo
weekend, to greet visitors who may not have got-
ten the word that Expo was suspended this year.
Sure enough, a few hardy souls showed up,
including two men from Palestine in East Texas,
who said they had come to Expo every year.
When asked what they liked about Expo, the two
answered, “Everything!”

Toyota Texas Bass Classic 2009
The weather on Lake Conroe was perfect for the Bass Classic, held Oct. 16–18. Dozens of
TPWD employees from various divisions were involved, from helping plan and promote 
the event to helping run outreach activities and otherwise assisting on-site at the event. 
Pennsylvania native Dave Lefebre won the tournament, which featured an elite field of 
60 anglers from around the world. 
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Kids of all ages enjoyed
activities on topics such as
soil erosion, the Rio Grande,
and plant and animal life in
the Chihuahuan Desert.

Franklin Mountains SP event
kicks off mountain festival
More than 500 visitors came to Franklin Mountain SP on Sept. 19 for the fifth annual 
Chihuahuan Desert Festival, a fun-filled day of interpretive activities showcasing the unique
plant and animal life of the southwest desert ecosystem. The park event kicked off El Paso’s
Celebration of Our Mountains festival, featuring six weeks of educational programs, hikes, 
driving tours and other activities.
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Getting to touch real fish was just one of many hands-on
activities designed to get urban kids involved in outdoor
activities.
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Take Me Outdoors Houston!
At a time when urbanites are becoming increasingly
disconnected from nature, the “Take Me Outdoors
Houston” event on Oct. 10 at Discovery Green
became Houston’s first family-oriented festival of
the outdoors. The 3,000 families and kids who
attended were treated to activities by exhibitors
ranging from TPWD outdoor programs to local
community recreation and conservation groups.

Toyota Texas Bass Classic tournament backers presented TPWD with
a generous $250,000 donation to support youth fishing and outreach
programs across Texas.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT
Sharion Baker

AA II to AA III
Karen Copus

AA II to AA III
Kristille Kibby

AA II to AA III
Mary Kopecky

AA II to AA III
Karen Sparkman

PCO I to PCO II

STATE PARKS
Regina Ard

Clerk I to Clerk III
Dennis Brown

Maint. Asst. to 
Park Rgr. III

Joanette Buck
Clerk I to Clerk II

Keith Considine
AA II to AA III

Kristin Cooper
Clerk III to Clerk IV

Verna Dutchover
AA II to AA III

Rodney Franklin
Manager II to Manager V

Luz Garcia
Clerk I to Clerk II

Mark Garrett
Park Spec. II to 
Park Spec. III

Katie Johnson
AA I to AA II

Nina Knight
Clerk I to Clerk II

Sandra Lauber
Clerk I to Clerk II

Melissa Martinez
AA II to AA III

Sondra McAnally
Clerk II to Clerk III

Shirleen McDonald
AA III to AA IV

Sylvia Meek
Clerk I to Clerk II

Russell Miller
Park Rgr. II to 
Park Rgr. III

Kenneth Nyberg
Maint. Asst. to Park Rgr. II

Erika Rubio
AA II to AA III

Lizbeth Serrano
Clerk I to Clerk II

Lisa Smith
Clerk I to Clerk II

Robynn Smith
AA I to AA II

Catherine Trammell
Clerk I to Clerk II

Linda Tupa
Clerk I to Clerk II

Maria Valles
Clerk I to Clerk II

Donna Williams
Clerk I to Clerk II

MILESTONES �
Gary Wilson

AA II to AA III
Patricia Wilson

Clerk I to Clerk II
Amy Yachimski

Clerk I to AA I

SERVICE
AWARDS

5 YEARS
Alvin Davis, HR
Mary Beth Hilliard, Legal
Susan Kotara, AR
David Tiedt, SP

10 YEARS
Celeste Brancel, Wild.
Regina Brandon, LE
Anne Clark, AR
Donnie Coldiron, SP
Charles Cruz, IF
Josie Degollado, AR
Jimmie Green, IF
Chrissy Huth, LE
Jack Jernigan, Wild.
Melissa Laneman, IT
Cynthia Neathery, CF
Ronald Smith, IF

15 YEARS
Martin Arredondo, Jr., LE
Jimmie Cook, Jr., SP
Dana Koch, Comm.
Jason Singhurst, Wild.

20 YEARS
Robert Adami, Jr., CF
Jerry Beckworth, SP
Ivonne Blandon, CF
Kevin Mayes, IF

25 YEARS
James Lionberger, Wild.
Monique Slaughter, Wild.

RETIREMENTS

Alfredo Garza
CF, 17 years 

Dennis Gazaway
LE, 36 years 

Karen Minter
SP, 7 years 

Kenneth Nevins
LE, 29 years 

Toni Oldfather
IF, 28 years 

Ernestine Overman
SP, 11 years 

David Simmons
CF, 28 years 

Gilberto Vargas
SP, 11 years 

Ricky Weinheimer
SP, 27 years

NEW
EMPLOYEES

ADMINISTRATIVE
RESOURCES
Mary Hardin

Purchaser V, Austin
Ange McCrary

Training Spec.V, Austin

COASTAL FISHERIES
John Lopez

F&WT I, Brownsville

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Mahesh Vijayakumaran

Systems Analyst IV, Austin

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Kaci Vanderveer

AA II, Hamilton

LEGAL
Raenell Silcox

Attorney V, Austin

STATE PARKS
Louis Brown

Park Spec. I, Brackettville
Lana Daniels

Clerk II, Gonzales
Michael Dunaway

Park Spec. III, Caddo
Sylvia Fisher

Clerk II, Somerville
Larry Gunn

Park Rgr. IV, Smithville
Jane McFarland

Park Spec. I, El Paso
Paula Pladsen Crawford

Training Spec. V, Austin
Dale Steinhauser

Park Rgr. II, Smithville
Steven Taylor

Park Rgr. I, El Paso
Bryan Zvolanek

NRS II, Weslaco

WILDLIFE
Shirley Shirley

Program Spec. II, Austin

UP THE
LADDER

HUMAN RESOURCES
Kimberly Carter

HR Spec. II to 
HR Spec. III

Patricia Pacheco
HR Spec. II to 
HR Spec. III

Jeanette Sanders
HR Spec. II to 
HR Spec. III
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Houston toad… 
continued from page 1

Fund, and private landowners is working to return
the Houston toad to its historic range.

University and zoo scientists are leading a head-
start program to collect wild eggs, rear juvenile toads
in captivity and release them in the wild. This is part
of a broader recovery effort that also focuses on 
protecting and restoring toad habitat on public and
private land.

Besides the wide net of external partners,
wildlife and state parks employees have worked
closely together on the toad recovery project for more
than a decade. 

“You might say the State Parks Division is the
primary steward of the species, since Bastrop State
Park has by far the largest toad population of any
site,” said Greg Creacy, a former Wildlife Division
biologist who now works as a state parks regional
natural resources coordinator.

TPWD has in recent years steadily added land to
Bastrop State Park through grants and donations in
areas that provide Houston toad habitat. The park
has almost doubled in size from close to 3,500 acres
in 1979 to near 6,000 acres today.

Project partners have also assembled a half-
dozen or more private landowners with more than
7,500 acres of occupied toad habitat in Bastrop
County into an overall strategy of habitat improve-
ment using prescribed burns and other actions, 
with plans to release head-started toads into the
improved habitat.

“It’s really imperative that all divisions come
together to make the greatest positive impact possible
when it concerns an endangered species on the brink
of extinction,” said Bastrop area Wildlife Biologist
Meredith Longoria. “Without the cooperation of state
parks, and the LIP program to provide an incentive for
landowners, we’d have a much tougher battle to fight.”

This past summer, Creacy and Longoria collabo-
rated to present a workshop for landowners inter-
ested in the toad, which drew a standing-room-only
crowd of more than 100 people.

In 2007, TPWD awarded a Landowner Incentive
Program (LIP) grant to fund Houston toad recovery
totaling $167,488, about 43 percent of which was
government funding; the remainder was matching
contributions from landowners, Environmental
Defense Fund and the Houston Zoo. This year, pri-
vate landowners submitted four new LIP grant appli-
cations for Houston toad recovery. Applications are
now being reviewed for grant awards that will be
made later this fall.

— Tom Harvey

TRAINING CALENDAR

IFS, 11/17

For more information contact Andra Clark, 
technical trainer at (512) 389-4782 or register by
E-mail technical.training@tpwd.state.tx.us


