
The Texas Outdoor Family program is offered at many 

state parks to provide hands-on experience with basic 

outdoor skills such as camping, outdoor cooking, 

orienteering and various activities such as kayaking, 

fishing or wildlife watching. 

Here’s your chance to learn something new, have fun 

and build lasting memories with your family!
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publication is available at the Texas State Publications 
clearinghouse and/or Texas Depository Libraries.
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We couldn’t thank your staff 
enough for making this experience 
a delightful one.  This was a 
very well-planned and executed 
program, and we believe that it 
was a great success.  We enjoyed 
all of the activities, and my 
granddaughter especially liked 
the kayaking and eating her very 
first s’mores around a campfire.

Again, thank you so very, very 
much for this wonderful 
experience—it’s great to be a 
Texas Outdoor Family! 

—Bastrop State Park

Learn to camp 
at a state park in 
one fun weekend.

No experience 
necessary!



 

  

 

Texas Outdoor Family 
Spring 2009 Workshops 

at Texas State Parks 

Workshops at a Texas state park offers your family the 
chance to learn all the camping skills you need to have a 
safe and enjoyable overnight experience. Fees are $55 
per family (up to 6) and all equipment will be provided. 

You will be asked to bring your family’s food and a 
suggested list of items will be provided. All park fees, 

equipment use and instruction is included. 

(More workshops may be available, check Web site for details) 

State Park Area Date 

Goose Island SP South Texas - Rockport Jan. 10 - 11 

Bentsen Rio-Grande SP South Texas - McAllen Jan. 24 - 25
   Spanish speaking interpreters 

Lake Casa Blanca SP South Texas - Laredo Feb. 7 - 8
   Spanish speaking interpreters 

Brazos Bend SP Houston Feb. 14 - 15 

Palmetto SP Austin Feb. 21 - 22 

Huntsville SP Houston Feb. 28 - 29 

Government Canyon SNA San Antonio Mar. 7 - 8 

Palo Duro Canyon SP Panhandle Mar. 14 - 15 

Buescher SP Austin Mar. 21 - 22 

Cooper Lake SP  Doctor’s Creek - 
Dallas Mar. 21 - 22 

Inks Lake SP Austin Mar. 28 - 29 

(continued on back) 

To find out more, visit 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/outdoorfamily 

or call (512) 389-8903 to speak to a 

Texas Outdoor Family representative 


Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

You can also e-mail your questions to
 

tofsp@tpwd.state.tx.us
 

mailto:tofsp@tpwd.state.tx.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Park 

Lake Livingston SP 

Lake Somerville SP 

Ray Roberts Lake SP  

Guadalupe River SP 

Tyler SP (1) 

Brazos Bend SP 

Enchanted Rock SP (2) 

Caprock Canyons SP 

Lake Mineral Wells SP 

Martin Dies, Jr. SP 

Cedar Hill SP 

Blanco SP 

Eisenhower SP 

Guadalupe River SP (3) 

Colorado Bend SP (4) 

Eisenhower SP 

Caddo Lake SP (5) 

Goose Island SP (6) 

Mustang Island SP 

Area Date 

Houston Apr. 4 - 5
 

Nails Creek 
 Austin Apr. 4 - 5
 

Isle du Bois 
Dallas Apr. 18 - 19
 

San Antonio Apr. 18 - 19
 

Dallas Apr. 25 - 26
 

Houston Apr. 25 - 26
 

Austin May 2 - 3
 

Panhandle May 9 - 10
 

Dallas May 9 - 10
 

Houston May 16 - 17
 

Dallas May 16 - 17
 

Austin May 30 - 31
 

Dallas May 30 - 31
 

San Antonio June 6 - 7
 

San Antonio June 15 - 16
 

Dallas June 22 - 23
 

Dallas June 27 - 28
 

South Texas - Rockport July 11 - 12
 

South Texas - Rockport July 15 - 16
 

(1) Introduction to Dutch oven cooking 

(2) Introduction to backcountry camping 

(3) Introduction to river kayaking 

(4) Adventure camp, caving, river kayak 

(5) Wildlife viewing/photography and nature journaling 

(6) Introduction to saltwater fishing/sea kayaking 



Activities
All activities are designed to enhance your family’s 
enjoyment of the outdoors. You’ll learn:
• How to set up and break down camp
• Fire starting and outdoor cooking
• Guided hikes
• Nature activities, crafts and journal time
• Junior Ranger curriculum and journals designed for 

children ages 5-12 years
• Trail adventure and exploration through GPS and 

geocaching
• Introductions to a wide range of activities (such as 

fishing, kayaking, wildlife watching; varies by the 
host site)

• “Leave No Trace” ethics and philosophy

Equipment
No camping equipment is necessary!  Each workshop 
provides the following for a family of up to six people:
• Six-person tent and accessories
• Tent fan
• Two-burner stove and fuel
• Pots and pans
• Eating and cooking utensils
• Plates and bowls
• Wash tubs
• French press coffee maker
• Battery-powered lantern
• Air mattresses for adults
• Closed-cell foam sleeping pads for kids
You will be asked to bring some personal items 
(sleeping bag, toothpaste, soap, etc.), and we will 
provide a suggested packing list.

Meals
We will provide a suggested shopping list asking you to 
bring these items with you to the workshop. Outdoor 
instructors will then teach you how to safely enjoy 
campground cooking.

I have always 
refused to go camping, 
saying ‘I’m a city boy.’  
Well, to my surprise,

I had a BLAST!
Buescher State Park

Approximately 45 workshops are offered per year at campgrounds across 

Texas. To find out more, visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us/outdoorfamily,

call (512) 389-8903 to speak to a Texas Outdoor Family representative, 

or e-mail: tofsp@tpwd.state.tx.us

State Park
workshops

55
per family

(meals not provided)

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/outdoorfamily

$


