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WelcomeWelcome
Comprehensive Wildlife Comprehensive Wildlife 

Conservation Strategy (CWCS)Conservation Strategy (CWCS)
Public Comment SessionPublic Comment Session

Texas’ State Wildlife Grants Program

TPWD’s Mission: “To manage and conserve the natural and cultural 
resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing and outdoor 
recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and 
future generations.”



What is the State Wildlife What is the State Wildlife 
Grant Program?Grant Program?

Funding for nonFunding for non--game speciesgame species
Awarded to states and territoriesAwarded to states and territories
Keep “common species common”Keep “common species common”
–– Slow the endangered species listing processSlow the endangered species listing process

Appropriation through the Department of the Appropriation through the Department of the 
InteriorInterior
Administered by United States Fish and Wildlife Administered by United States Fish and Wildlife 
ServiceService
±±$3 million/year to Texas$3 million/year to Texas
Requires a comprehensive wildlife strategyRequires a comprehensive wildlife strategy



What is the CWCS?What is the CWCS?

Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy Strategy –– Written planWritten plan
Requires a species listRequires a species list
–– Species of “conservation concern”Species of “conservation concern”

10 year strategy (max)10 year strategy (max)
Responsibility of state wildlife agency Responsibility of state wildlife agency 
(TPWD)(TPWD)
Associated with TPWD’s “Land and Water” Associated with TPWD’s “Land and Water” 
Plan…Plan…
Requires 8 elements…Requires 8 elements…



Eight Required ElementsEight Required Elements
1.1. Information on distribution and abundanceInformation on distribution and abundance
2.2. Location and condition of key habitatsLocation and condition of key habitats
3.3. Information on problems affecting speciesInformation on problems affecting species
4.4. Conservation actions associated with speciesConservation actions associated with species
5.5. Plans for monitoring speciesPlans for monitoring species
6.6. Procedures to review strategyProcedures to review strategy
7.7. Coordination with other organizations and Indian Coordination with other organizations and Indian 

TribesTribes
8.8. Descriptions of public input processDescriptions of public input process



““Land and Water Plan”Land and Water Plan”

Land and Water Resources Land and Water Resources 
Conservation and Recreation PlanConservation and Recreation Plan
2002 TPWD2002 TPWD--developed plandeveloped plan
Source document for CWCSSource document for CWCS
Outlined basic priorities for CWCSOutlined basic priorities for CWCS
Available on TPWD Website: Available on TPWD Website: 
http://http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/plan/index.htmwww.tpwd.state.tx.us/plan/index.htm



Species of ConcernSpecies of Concern

Developed by Species Working Groups Developed by Species Working Groups 
(Partners)(Partners)
Considered the following:Considered the following:
–– Endangered or threatened speciesEndangered or threatened species
–– Imperiled speciesImperiled species
–– Declining SpeciesDeclining Species
–– Species of conservation concernSpecies of conservation concern
–– Species with limited dispersalSpecies with limited dispersal
–– Species with isolated populationsSpecies with isolated populations



Example SpeciesExample Species
Taxa

Group Common Name Species Name

Birds American Kestrel Falco sparverius

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia

Lesser Prairie
Chicken

Tympanuchus
pallidicinctus

Northern Pintail Anas acuta

Red-cockaded
Woodpecker Picoides borealis

Mammals Ocelot Felis pardalis

Rafinesque's
Big-eared Bat Corynorhinus rafinesquii

Southeastern
Myotis Bat Myotis austroriparius

Townsend's
Big-eared Bat Corynorhinus townsendii

Herptiles Houston Toad Bufo houstonensis

Central Texas
Spring Salamander Eurycea spp.

Texas Horned
Lizard Phrynosoma cornutum

Box Turtles Terrapene spp.

Taxa 
Group Common Name Species Name

Aquatic American eel Anguilla rostrata

Fountain darter Etheostoma fonticola

Southern
flounder

Paralichthys
leghostigma

Killer Whale Orcinus orca

Loggerhead
Sea Turtle Caretta caretta

Brown shrimp
Farfantopenaeus
aztecus

Blue crab Callinectes sapidus

Invertebrates Species Name Family Name

Lepidoptera
(Insecta)

Agathymus
Neumoegeni
chisosensis Hesperiidae

Araneae
(Arachnida) Cicurina caliga Dictynidae

Coleoptera
(Insecta) Ptinus tumidus Anobiidae

Hymenoptera
(Insecta)

Eucera
(Synhalonia)
birkmanniella Anthrophoridae
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Ecoregions of Texas

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Blackland Prairie Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Cross Timbers Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Edwards Plateau Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.

WEBB
DUVAL

BEE

FRIO

KERR

STARR

BEXAR

KENEDY

LA SALLE

HIDALGO

MEDINAUVALDE

LEE

DIMMIT

ZAPATA

LIBERTY

HAYS

FAYETTE

DE WITT

ZAVALA

LIVE OAK

REAL

BROOKS

LAVACA

ATASCOSA

GOLIAD

JIM HOGG

TRAVIS

WILSON

MCMULLEN

BASTROP

KLEBERG

GONZALES

KARNES

AUSTIN

CAMERON

GILLESPIE

JIM WELLS

BANDERA
COLORADO

KENDALL

COMAL

WILLACY

BLANCO

GUADALUPE

CALDWELL

KIMBLE HARDINMONTGOMERYWASHINGTON
ORANGE

Rio G
rande

Guadalupe River Bra zos River
Medina R

iver

Nuece s River

Brushland
Marsh Barrier Island
Parkland Woodland Mosaic

Other Native & Introduced Grasses
Grassland

Parkland
Forest

Cropland
Urban
Reservoir

Legend



High Plains Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Pineywoods Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Post Oak Savannah Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.

FR IO

GOLIAD

Red River

Sabine River

Trini ty Ri v er

Guadalupe River

Brazos River

Medina R
iver

Colorado River

Neches River

Nueces River San Antonio River

Sulphur River

HILL

BELL

HARRIS

FRIO

KERR

POLK

ELLIS

CLAY

WISE

BEXAR

UVALDE

RUSK

KIMBLE

CASS

ERATH

TYLER

HUNT
JACK

MEDINA

LIBERTY

ZAVALA

TRAVIS

KNOX

ONES

REAL

LLANO

FALLS

MILLS

BOWIE

BRAZORIA

BURNET

JASPER

LAMAR

HAYS

BROWNCOLEMAN

BOSQUE

YOUNG

SHELBY

DALLAS

NELS

AYLOR

COLLIN

MASON

PARKER

FANNIN

COOKE

CORYELL

GILLESPIE

HARDIN

SAN SABA

DENTON

BAYLOR ARCHER

HASKELL

ATASCOSA

TRINITY

RED RIVER

WHARTON

NAVARRO

ENARD

TARRANT

ONCHO

FOARD

WALKER

STEPHENS

KARNES

GRAYSON

PANOLA
EASTLAND

HOPKINS

MCLENNAN

WILLIAMSON

HARRISON

JACKSON

WILBARGER

SABINE

ANGELINA

BANDERA

BLANCO

PALO PINTO

FORT BEND

CALLAHAN

KAUFMAN

HAMILTON

MATAGORDA

UPSHUR

WICHITA

COMANCHE

JOHNSON

JEFFERSON

MONTGOMERY

HOOD

LAMPASAS

MARION

DELTA

RAINS

NEWTON

GOLIAD

CHEROKEE

MCCULLOCH

MONTAGUE

KENDALL
COMAL

SHACKELFORD

NACOGDOCHES

GUADALUPE

CHAMBERS

THROCKMORTON

SAN JACINTO

ORANGE

SAN AUGUSTINE

GREGG

GALVESTON

SOMERVELL

ROCKWALL

Legend

Reservoir
Cropland

Grassland
Urban
Forest

Other Native & Introduced Grasses
Woodland, Forest & Grassland Mosaic

Parkland Woodland Mosaic



Rolling Plains Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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South Texas Plains Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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Trans-Pecos Ecoregion

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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The accuracy and suitabili ty of data to a particular use is rela tive and subject to error.
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Texas Rivers and Reservoirs

46, LAKE AUSTIN

40, LAKE ABILENE

21, COOPER LAKE

22, E  V SPENCE RESERVOIR

23, EAGLE MOUNTAIN LAKE

24, ELLISON CREEK RESERVOIR

25, FAIRFIELD LAKE

26, FOREST GROVE RESERVOIR

27, GIBBONS  CREEK RESERVOIR

28, GRANGER LAKE

29, GRAPEVINE  LAKE

30, GREENBELT LAKE

31, HORDS CREEK LAKE

32, HOUSTON COUNTY LAKE

33, HUBBARD CREEK RESERVOIR
34, HUBERT H MOSS  LAKE

35, INKS LAKE

36, INTERNATIONAL AMISTAD RESERVOIR
37, INTERNATIONAL FALCON RES ERVOIR

38, JOE POOL LAKE

39, JOHNS ON CREEK RESERVOIR

1, ALAN HENRY RESERVOIR

2, ALCOA LAKE

3, ANZALDUAS CHANNEL DAM

4, AQUILLA LAKE

5, B A STEINHAGEN LAKE

6, BARDWELL LAKE

7, BAYLOR LAKE

8, BELTON LAKE

9, BENBROOK LAKE

10, BIVINS LAKE

11, BRADY CREEK RESERVOIR

12, BRYAN UTILITIES  LAKE

13, BUFFALO LAKE

14, CADDO LAKE

15, CAMP CREEK LAKE

16, CANYON LAKE

17, CEDAR CREEK RESERVOIR

18, CHAMPIO N CREEK RESERVOIR

19, CHOKE CANYON RESERVOIR

20, COLETO CREEK RESERVOIR

41, LAKE AMON G CARTER

42, LAKE ANAHUAC

43, LAKE ARLINGTON

44, LAKE ARROWHEAD

45, LAKE ATHENS

48, LAKE BO B SANDLIN

49, LAKE BO NHAM

47, LAKE BALLINGER / LAKE MOONEN

115, LAKE WAXAHACHIE

106,  LAKE SULPHUR SPRINGS

107,  LAKE SWEETWATE R
108,  LAKE TAWAKONI

109,  LAKE TEXANA
110, LAKE TEXOMA
111, LAKE TRAVIS

112, LAKE TYLER / LAKE TYLER EAS T
113, LAKE WACO

114, LAKE WALTER E LONG

145,  SANTA ROSA LAKE

146,  SMITHERS LAKE
147,  SOMERVILLE LAKE

148,  SQUAW CREEK RESERVOIR

149,  STILLHOUSE HOLLOW LAKE
150,  TOLEDO BEND RESERVOIR

151,  TRADINGHOUSE CREEK RESERVOIR

152,  TWIN BUTTES RESERVOIR
153,  TWIN OAK RESERVOIR

154,  VALLEY LAKE

155,  WALLISVILLE LAKE
156,  WELS H RESERVOIR

157,  WHITE  RIVER LAKE

158,  WRIGHT PATMAN LAKE

116, LAKE WEATHERFORD

117, LAKE WHITNEY

118, LAKE WINNSBORO

119, LAKE WINTERS/NEW LAKE WINTERS

120,  LAKE WORTH
121,  LAVON LAKE

122,  LEWISVILLE LAKE

123,  LOST CREEK RES ERVOIR

124,  MACKENZIE RESERVOIR

125,  MARTIN LAKE

126,  MEDINA LAKE
127,  MILLERS CREEK RES ERVOIR

128,  MOUNTAIN CREEK LAKE

129,  NAVARRO MILLS LAKE

130,  NEW TERRELL CITY LAKE

131,  NORTH FORK BUFFALO CREEK RESERVOIR
132,  NORTH LAKE

133,  O C FIS HER LAKE

134,  O H IVIE RESERVOIR

135,  OAK CREEK RESERVOIR

136,  PALO DURO RESERVO IR

137,  PAT MAYSE LAKE
138,  PINKSTO N RESERVOIR

139,  POSSUM KINGDOM LAKE

140,  PROCTOR LAKE

141,  RANDELL LAKE

142,  RETAMAL CHANNEL DAM

143,  RICHLAND-CHAMBERS  RESERVOIR
144,  SAM RAYBURN RESERVOIR

84, LAKE LIMES TONE

85, LAKE LIVINGSTON

71, LAKE GLADEWATER

73, LAKE GRANBURY
74, LAKE HALBERT
75, LAKE HAWKINS
76, LAKE HOLBROOK
77, LAKE HOUSTON
78, LAKE J B THOMAS
79, LAKE JACKSONVILLE
80, LAKE KEMP
81, LAKE KICKAPOO
82, LAKE KIRBY
83, LAKE LEON

72, LAKE GRAHAM / LAKE EDDLEMAN

69, LAKE GEORGETOWN

70, LAKE GILMER

86, LAKE LYNDON B JOHNS ON

87, LAKE MARBLE FALLS

88, LAKE MEREDITH

89, LAKE MEXIA

90, LAKE MINERAL WELLS

50, LAKE BRIDGEPORT
51, LAKE BROWNWOOD

52, LAKE BUCHANAN

53, LAKE CHE ROKE E

54, LAKE CISCO

55, LAKE CLYDE

56, LAKE COLEMAN

57, LAKE COLORADO CITY

58, LAKE CONROE

59, LAKE CORPUS CHRIS TI

60, LAKE CREEK LAKE

61, LAKE CRO OK

62, LAKE CYPRESS S PRINGS

63, LAKE DANIEL

64, LAKE DAVIS

65, LAKE DIVERSION
66, LAKE ELECTRA

67, LAKE FORK RESERVOIR

68, LAKE FORT PHANTOM HILL

99, LAKE PAT CLEBURNE
100,  LAKE QUITMAN
101,  LAKE RAY HUBBARD

102,  LAKE RAY ROBERTS
103,  LAKE RITA BLANCA

104,  LAKE STAMFORD
105,  LAKE STRIKER

92, LAKE NACOGDOCHES

93, LAKE NASWORTHY

94, LAKE NOCONA

95, LAKE O’ THE P INES
96, LAKE OLNEY / LAKE  COOP ER

97, LAKE PALESTINE
98, LAKE PALO PINTO

91, LAKE MURVAUL

Bas in
Brazos

Canadian

Colorado

Cypress

Guadalupe

Lavaca

Neches

Nueces

Red

Rio Grande

Sabine

San Antonio

San Jacinto

Sulphur

Trinity



Brazos River BasinBrazos River Basin



Canadian River BasinCanadian River Basin



Colorado River BasinColorado River Basin



Cypress & Sulphur Creek BasinsCypress & Sulphur Creek Basins



Guadalupe & San Antonio River BasinsGuadalupe & San Antonio River Basins



Lavaca River BasinLavaca River Basin



Neches River BasinNeches River Basin



Nueces River BasinNueces River Basin



Red River BasinRed River Basin



Rio Grande River BasinRio Grande River Basin



Sabine River BasinSabine River Basin



San Jacinto River BasinSan Jacinto River Basin



Trinity River BasinTrinity River Basin



Texas Bays and Estuaries

The accuracy and suitability of data to a particular use is relative and subject to error.
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ProblemsProblems

General loss of habitatGeneral loss of habitat
Urban growthUrban growth
Unsuitable rural land useUnsuitable rural land use
Coastal subsidenceCoastal subsidence
River basin water quality and quantityRiver basin water quality and quantity



Proposed CWCS Proposed CWCS 
Conservation ActionsConservation Actions

Map the StateMap the State
–– Collect and ground truth vegetation dataCollect and ground truth vegetation data
–– Create permanent study sitesCreate permanent study sites

Biological Survey of TexasBiological Survey of Texas
–– MammalsMammals
–– Reptiles and AmphibiansReptiles and Amphibians
–– InvertebratesInvertebrates

Support Texas’ Joint VenturesSupport Texas’ Joint Ventures
Support coastal and river monitoring effortsSupport coastal and river monitoring efforts
Support land acquisition, purchase of development Support land acquisition, purchase of development 
rights, conservation easements through rights, conservation easements through 
partnershipspartnerships
Species specific actions Species specific actions 



Urban Wildlife Urban Wildlife 

Need for technical guidanceNeed for technical guidance
Work with developers on conservation Work with developers on conservation 
designdesign
Regional land use policy Regional land use policy 
Education and outreachEducation and outreach
Native landscapingNative landscaping
Research and monitoring in urban habitatsResearch and monitoring in urban habitats
Citizen science trainingCitizen science training
NatureNature--based Tourismbased Tourism



Conservation Education Conservation Education 
GoalsGoals

Provide conservation education and interpretive Provide conservation education and interpretive 
opportunities that are consistent with the TPWD’s opportunities that are consistent with the TPWD’s 
mission mission 
Increase public awareness and understanding of Increase public awareness and understanding of 
the benefits of conservationthe benefits of conservation
Target new and diverse audiences Target new and diverse audiences 
Promote public awareness and responsible Promote public awareness and responsible 
participation in outdoor recreation participation in outdoor recreation 
Encourage costEncourage cost--effective partnerships with other effective partnerships with other 
organizations organizations 
Regularly evaluate outreach, education and Regularly evaluate outreach, education and 
interpretation programs interpretation programs 



Data Collection/MappingData Collection/Mapping

Generate standardized data collecting Generate standardized data collecting 
optionsoptions
Populate and maintain TPWD Natural Populate and maintain TPWD Natural 
Diversity Database (NDD)Diversity Database (NDD)
Integrate and increase mapping data Integrate and increase mapping data 
into biological databaseinto biological database
Map the state Map the state 



Contributing Contributing 
OrganizationsOrganizations

Private LandownersPrivate Landowners
The Nature Conservancy of TexasThe Nature Conservancy of Texas
Environmental DefenseEnvironmental Defense
Playa Lakes Joint Venture (PLJV)Playa Lakes Joint Venture (PLJV)
Texas Commission on Environmental QualityTexas Commission on Environmental Quality
Texas Water Development BoardTexas Water Development Board
Audubon TexasAudubon Texas
United States Fish and Wildlife ServiceUnited States Fish and Wildlife Service
Houston ZooHouston Zoo
The Texas ZooThe Texas Zoo
Gladys Porter Zoo (Brownsville)Gladys Porter Zoo (Brownsville)
Cameron Park Zoo (Waco)Cameron Park Zoo (Waco)
Abilene ZooAbilene Zoo
Texas State Aquarium (Corpus Christi)Texas State Aquarium (Corpus Christi)
Dallas ZooDallas Zoo
Ellen Trout Zoo (Lufkin)Ellen Trout Zoo (Lufkin)
San Antonio Zoological Gardens and AquariumSan Antonio Zoological Gardens and Aquarium
Science Spectrum (Lubbock)Science Spectrum (Lubbock)
Magoffin House Historic Site (El Paso)Magoffin House Historic Site (El Paso)
Texas Speleological SocietyTexas Speleological Society
Sierra Club, Lone Star ChapterSierra Club, Lone Star Chapter
Forest ServiceForest Service
Texas Herpetological Society Texas Herpetological Society 
National Parks ServiceNational Parks Service
Texas A&M UniversityTexas A&M University
West Texas A&M UniversityWest Texas A&M University

University of Texas, El PasoUniversity of Texas, El Paso
University of Texas, ArlingtonUniversity of Texas, Arlington
Texas State UniversityTexas State University
Angelo State UniversityAngelo State University
University of TexasUniversity of Texas
Texas A&M, KingsvilleTexas A&M, Kingsville
Texas A&M University, Corpus ChristiTexas A&M University, Corpus Christi
University of North TexasUniversity of North Texas
University of DallasUniversity of Dallas
ZaraZara EnvironmentalEnvironmental
Gulf Coast Bird ObservatoryGulf Coast Bird Observatory
Katy Prairie Conservancy Katy Prairie Conservancy 
Houston Audubon SocietyHouston Audubon Society
Center for the Study of Tropical Birds, Inc.Center for the Study of Tropical Birds, Inc.
Houston Audubon SocietyHouston Audubon Society
Lower Colorado River AuthorityLower Colorado River Authority
Texas Department of TransportationTexas Department of Transportation
Fermata, Inc.Fermata, Inc.
Texas Farm BureauTexas Farm Bureau
Natural Resource Conservation ServiceNatural Resource Conservation Service
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower CenterLady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
United States Geological SurveyUnited States Geological Survey
NatureServeNatureServe
TPWD’s Wildlife Diversity Policy Advisory CommitteeTPWD’s Wildlife Diversity Policy Advisory Committee
TPWD’s Private Lands Advisory CommitteeTPWD’s Private Lands Advisory Committee
TPWD StaffTPWD Staff



Contact TPWDContact TPWD

Website: Website: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/grants/cwcswww.tpwd.state.tx.us/grants/cwcs
EE--mail: mail: steven.bender@tpwd.state.tx.ussteven.bender@tpwd.state.tx.us
Call toll free: 1Call toll free: 1--800800--792792--1112, Ext. 49331112, Ext. 4933
Mail: Mail: Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.

Attn: Steven BenderAttn: Steven Bender
4200 Smith School Road4200 Smith School Road
Austin, TX 78744Austin, TX 78744

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/grants/cwcs
mailto:steven.bender@tpwd.state.tx.us
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