




 
Project Title: Census and Monitoring of Black-capped Vireo in Texas 
 
Final or Interim Report?  Final 
 
Job #:  WER61  Grant #:  E-15 
 
Reviewer Station:  Arlington ESFO, Austin ESFO 
 
Comments: 
 
We appreciate the considerable amount of effort the Principal Investigator devoted to this project.  
This report includes a lot of valuable information on black-capped vireos (BCVI).  Following are 
comments that should be addressed prior to finalizing this report. 
 
1. It is not clear if Segment Objectives (Approaches from the original proposal) four and five were 
completed.  Please clarify. 
 
Segment objectives 4 and 5: 
 
4.  Where access is not obtainable, determine to what extent habitat may be observed from public 
roadways. Estimate extent of habitat and determine census protocol to best estimate population 
status; Yrs 1-3. 
 
5.  Revisit locations of Black-capped Vireo habitat observed during roadside surveys that were not 
found to be occupied. Re-survey to confirm status. If vireos are observed, implement steps 2 - 4; 
Yrs 1-3. 
 
Response:   
Segment objectives 4 and 5 were essentially contingencies in the event that not enough accessible 
study sites could be found in each recovery unit.  Enough accessible sites were found.  Therefore, 
“over the fence” roadside monitoring was not necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. The 2000 interim report states Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve and Big Bend National Park surveys 
and monitoring were being conducted outside the scope of this project, but that data would be 
“made available for the final report.”  Big Bend National Park’s data were submitted; however, there 
is no information on Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve.  It would be helpful to include this data, if 
possible. 
 
Response:   
Big Bend National Park was incorporated into the scope of this project as a permanent study site.  
However, the level of effort in monitoring the BCVI population at Big Bend National Park was not as 
practicable as other sites so a thorough yearly census was conducted only.  However, incidental 
observations of nests, fledglings, parasitism, etc. provided valuable data none-the-less.  BCVI 
observations made by park personnel and visitors were also noted in the yearly reports. 
 
Yearly monitoring at Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve was discontinued due to lack of funds.  However, 
useful data on Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve can be found in:   
 

Farquhar, C. C., and J. P. Maresh.  1996.  Population biology and habitat characterization of Black-capped 
Vireos at Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve, Val Verde County, Texas.  Year One Final Report.  Endangered 
Resources Branch, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  Austin, Texas. 

 
Farquhar, C. C., and J. P. Maresh. 1998.  Population biology and habitat characterization of Black-capped 

Vireos at Dolan Falls Ranch Preserve, Val Verde County, Texas.  Year Two Final Report.  Endangered 
Resources Branch, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  Austin, Texas. 

 
Farquhar, C. C.  2000.  Population biology and habitat characterization of Black-capped Vireos at Dolan Falls 

Ranch Preserve, Val Verde County, Texas.  Years Three and Four Final Report.  Endangered 
Resources Branch, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  Austin, Texas. 

 
 
3.  Both Dinosaur Valley State Park and Fossil Rim Wildlife Center were surveyed during the first 
two years of the study.  We understand they were discontinued due to a lack of BCVIs and/or 
access issues.  However, we would appreciate receiving any data collected, including negative 
results, on BCVI territories, sightings, nesting activities, and survey condition and effort. 
 
Response: 
The following report should have been included with the stack of yearly site reports from each 
study site.  If not, a copy can be made available. 
 
Pinkston, Jane, John Maresh and Ned Wright.  2002.  Population Monitoring for Black-capped 
 Vireo (Vireo atricapillus) at Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, Dinosaur Valley State Park and 
 Adjacent Private Property in Somervell County, Texas.  (2001 Filed Season).   Texas 
 Parks and Wildlife.  Austin, TX.  



 
4.  Segment Objective 11 is to determine management recommendations for monitoring sites and 
their associated recovery units.  While some recommendations were made for some of the site, a 
comprehensive discussion about management in each of the recovery units was not included.  We 
would appreciate receiving this information.  Rather than discussing each site, which would include 
repetition among sites with similar habitat, management recommendations for each BCVI habitat 
type used during this study may be more helpful. 
 
Segment objective 11: 
 
11. Determine management recommendations for specific monitoring sites and their respective 
recovery units; Yrs 4-5 
 
Response: 
Management recommendations for recovery units are indeed lacking.  There are some 
suggestions as to what recovery unit boundaries should be, based on habitat similarities, but no 
comprehensive management recommendations.  An addendum to this final report would be 
required to present management recommendations for recovery units.  However, due to the time 
commitment required to do this and the employment circumstances of the Principal Investigator, 
that addendum will not be forthcoming with these responses.  Management recommendations by 
recovery unit based on the findings of this report as well as more current data may be delivered at 
a future time. 
 
5.  Under Results and Discussions, the report states roadside surveys were conducted and BCVIs 
were located.  Please include maps of the survey routes and BCVI sightings. 
 
Response: 
Maps of survey routes and BCVI sightings may be found in: 
 
Maresh, J. P., G. A Rowell, and K. O'Neal. 1999. Roadside Survey For Black-Capped Vireo Habitat 

On The Edward's Plateau. Final Report for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Endangered 
Species Program, Section 6, Texas Grant E- 1 -9, Project No. 75. Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, Austin, Texas. 

 
Maresh, J. P. and G. A. Rowell. 2000. Roadside Survey for Black-capped Vireo in 

Western and Central Texas. Final Report for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Endangered Species Program, Section 6, Texas Grant E-1-10, Project No. 89. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Austin, Texas. 

 
All occurrences of BCVI from these 2 studies were mapped and entered into the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Biological and Conservation Data System (TxBCD).  Results, both positive and negative, 
from the re-surveying of routes, or segments of routes, during the current study were used to 
update Element Occurrence Records (EORs) in the TxBCD at least through the 2003 field season.  
Additional observations of BCVI from informal roadside surveys were also entered into the TxBCD. 



 
6.  The report states an increase in predation and decrease in nest success occurred in the Dobbs 
Mountain Ranch after habitat destruction activities.  While no dates are given, the report shows 
nest success dropped from 75 to 12.5 percent between 2002 and 2003.  Is this when the clearing 
activity occurred?  If not, please let us know when the activity did occur. 
 
Response: 
Yes, the clearing took place sometime during the winter of 2002/03 as is discussed in: 
 
Maresh, J.  2003.  Census and Monitoring of Black-capped Vireo at 

Dobbs Mountain Ranch Edwards County, Texas (Year Three- 2002 Field 
Season).  March 2003.  Report to Dobbs Run Ranch, LLC. 

 
This report was included with the stack of yearly reports from each study site. 
 
7.  Section D, Approach, of the report states every identifiable BCVI territory was delineated on 
USGS 7.5’ topographic maps.  It also appears some territories and sightings were delineated on 
aerial photography.  However, territory maps for all surveys were not included in the final report.  
Please submit maps of BCVI sightings and territories not included with the final report; and, if 
possible, we would appreciate copies of any GIS files on sightings, territories, and property 
boundaries. 
 
Response: 
Territory maps are included in each of the yearly reports from each study site.  GIS files from most 
of the sites are still available and will be submitted on CD.  However, it will take some time to locate 
and organize these files. 



 
8.  Do the numbers of fledges reported in tables 7 through 13, include cowbird fledges?  Also, was 
cowbird egg or nestling removal accounted for in determining productivity?  It would be helpful to 
know when cowbird control was conducted either on or adjacent to each property before and 
during this study. 
 
Response: 
No, numbers of fledges reported in tables 7 through 13 do not include cowbird fledglings.  Cowbird 
egg and nestling removal was not part of the approach to this project.  However, some removal of 
cowbird eggs or nestlings did rarely take place at some sites as discussed in:  Section E:  Results 
and Discussion; Brown-headed Cowbird Parasitism and Other Threats.  Generally, these removals 
were not accounted for in determining productivity; however, most nests that had cowbird eggs or 
nestlings removed were subsequently abandoned.  The exception to this was the 2002 Field 
Season at Quail Ridge Ranch; also discussed in Section E:  Results and Discussion; Brown-
headed Cowbird Parasitism and Other Threats.  The cowbird control efforts are further discussed 
in:  
Bailey, J.W. and J. Maresh.  2002.  Census and Monitoring of the Black-capped Vireo 

at Quail Ridge Ranch, Somervell County, Texas (Year Three – 2002 Field 
Season).  Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.  Austin, Texas. 

This report should have been included with the stack of yearly reports from each study site. 
 
The history of cowbird control efforts on or near study sites before and during study period is as 
follows: 
 
Big Bend National Park- Minimal cowbird trapping occurred around the horse remuda in the mid-
90s.  Exact dates and duration are unknown. 
 
Camp Barkeley- No known cowbird control effort anywhere in region. 
 
Camp Bowie- No known cowbird control effort anywhere in region. 
 
Chandler Independence Creek Preserve- No known cowbird control effort anywhere in region. 
 
Dobbs Mountain-  Several years of cowbird trapping took place on adjacent Kickapoo Cavern State 
Park prior to study period with 2 (+?) traps and cowbird trapping was continuous (in season) on 
adjacent Dobbs Run Ranch with 1 fixed and 1 mobile trap. 
 
Garnett Preserve- No known cowbird control effort anywhere in region. 
 
Quail Ridge Ranch- No known cowbird control effort except during 2002 Field Season as 
discussed above. 
 
Walnut Creek Ranch- No known cowbird control effort anywhere in region. 



TABLE 2.  Current Black-capped Vireo population (number of known males) by 
county and recovery unit.  (Recovery units from Black-capped Vireo Recovery 
Plan (USFWS 1991)). 

 
 

Recovery Unit  
1 

Recovery Unit 
2 

Recovery Unit
3 

Recovery Unit 
4 

Recovery Unit 
5 

Recovery Unit
6

North-Central 
Texas 

Lampasas Cut 
Plains 

Southeast 
Edwards Plateau

Concho 
 Valley 

Stockton  
Plateau 

Trans- 
Pecos 

Archer   Bell 1,500 Bandera 17 Coke 11 Crockett 2 Brewster 16

Callahan 2 Bosque 1 Bexar 34 Concho   Terrell 86 Culberson   

Clay   Brown   Blanco 14 Irion   
Val 
Verde 161 El Paso   

Collin   Burnet 57 Comal   Nolan 3   249 Hudspeth   

Comanche   Coleman 6 Edwards 225 Runnels 2   Jeff Davis   

Cooke   Coryell 3,500 Gillespie   Sterling     Loving   

Dallas   Hamilton   Hays 2 Taylor 7   Pecos   

Denton   Hill   Kendall   Tom Green 4   Presidio   

Eastland   Lampasas   Kerr 437  27   Reeves   

Ellis   McLennan   Kimble 35     Ward   

Erath   Mills   Kinney 115     Winkler   

Fannin   Somervell 20 Llano 1       16

Grayson   Travis 45 Mason 80       

Hill   Williamson 33 McCulloch 2       

Hood     5,162 Medina         

Hunt     Menard 8       

Jack     Real 100       

Johnson     San Saba 11       

Kaufman     Schleicher         

Montague     Sutton 1       

Palo Pinto 1   Uvalde 2       

Parker       1,084       

Rockwall             

Shackleford             

Stephens             

Tarrant             

Throckmorton             

Wise             

Young             

  3           

            

 
 
 



 
TABLE 3.  Current Black-capped Vireo population (number of known males) by 
county and recovery unit.  (Recovery units from Black-capped Vireo Population 
and Habitat Viability Assessment Report (USFWS 1996)). 

Recovery Unit 1 Recovery Unit 2 Recovery Unit 3 Recovery Unit 4 
North-Central Texas Southeast Edwards 

Plateau 
Concho Valley 

Southwest and Trans-
Pecos 

Archer   Bandera 17 Coke 11 Brewster 16 
Bell 1,500 Bexar 34 Concho   Crockett 2 
Bosque 1 Blanco 14 Irion   Culberson   
Brown   Comal   Nolan 3 El Paso   
Burnet 57 Edwards 225 Runnels 2 Hudspeth   
Callahan 2 Gillespie   Sterling   Jeff Davis   
Clay   Hays 2 Taylor 7 Loving   
Coleman 6 Kendall   Tom Green 4 Pecos   
Collin   Kerr 437   27 Presidio   
Comanche   Kimble 35   Reeves   
Cooke   Kinney 115   Terrell 86 
Coryell 3,500 Llano 1   Val Verde 161 
Dallas   Mason 80   Ward   
Denton   McCulloch 2   Winkler   
Eastland   Medina       265 
Ellis   Menard 8     
Erath   Real 100     
Fannin   San Saba 11     
Grayson   Schleicher       
Hamilton   Sutton 1     
Hill   Uvalde 2     
Hood     1,084     
Hunt         
Jack         
Johnson         
Kaufman         
Lampasas         
McLennan         
Mills         
Montague         
Palo Pinto 1       
Parker         
Rockwall         
Shackleford         
Somervell 20       
Stephens         
Tarrant         
Throckmorto

n         
Travis 45       
Williamson 33       
Wise         
Young         

 5,165       
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