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FINAL REPORT 

 

STATE: ____Texas_______________  GRANT NUMBER: ___TX E – 144-RL___ 

 

GRANT TITLE:  Lesser Prairie Chicken Habitat Acquisition in the Yoakum Dunes 

Region of Texas 

 

 

REPORTING PERIOD:  ____1 Apr 2012 to 31 Mar 2015 

 

OBJECTIVE(S):   
 

To  acquire in fee simple 3,500 acres of the Moore-Shaheen Ranch adjacent to the 

Conservancy’s Yoakum Dunes Preserve to create the largest single protected expanse of 

occupied Lesser Prairie Chicken habitat in Texas, a crucial population in the 

southwestern portion of its current range. 

 

Segment Objectives:  

 
Complete Due Diligence (appraisal, survey, title review) April 2012 

Exercise Option May 2012 

Acquire Property  June 2012 

Final Report to TPWD/USFWS Summer 2012 

 

 

Significant Deviation:  None. 

 

Summary Of Progress:  See Attachment A, and accompanying acquisition documents 

(Settlement Statement, Contract for Sale, Title Insurance Policy, and file-stamped 

recorded Deed) for each of the three properties (Moore-Shaheen, Biggerstaff, Batjer 

Shelton). 

 

Location:  Yoakum and Cochran counties, TX 

 

Cost: ___Costs were not available at time of this report.__ 

 

Prepared by:  _Craig Farquhar_____________    Date:    28 June 2013           

 

 

Approved by: ______________________________ Date:___ 28 June 2013___ 

   C. Craig Farquhar 

  



 3 

Attachment A 

 

Final Report 
TX E-144-RL 

Lesser Prairie Chicken Habitat in the Yoakum Dunes Region of Texas 
 

Project overview 
 
In early 2012, The Nature Conservancy was awarded $730,644 from Section 6 Recovery 
Land Acquisition funds to purchase an approximately 3500acre portion of the Moore-
Shaheen property in Yoakum and Cochran Counties, Texas.  The Conservancy agreed to 
provide $408,956 in matching funds.  The purpose of the grant was to acquire habitat 
adjacent to the Conservancy’s Yoakum Dunes Preserve to benefit the Lesser Prairie 
Chicken.     
 
Purchase 
 
Between August 29 and November 26, 2012, the Conservancy purchased 3,364.12 acres.  
The acquisition occurred in four transactions involving three different owners.  The 
Nature Conservancy acquired the land parcel submitted in the original grant application; 
the discrepancy in the acreage is due to a more accurate boundary survey that was 
completed as part of the purchase.  The first and largest transaction was completed in 
August with the owners, F. E. Shaheen and Buddy Moore.  In September, two properties 
were acquired from separate owners:  Janice Biggerstaff and Clay West sold owned an 
undivided interest in 159.75 (the other undivided interest was acquired from Buddy 
Moore and F.E. Shaheen) and Susan Shelton and Jacqueline Batjer sold 320.24 acres.  A 
third tract was acquired from Moore and Shaheen after a risk assessment on a title issue 
involving wind energy production.   
 
The total purchase price for the 3,364.12 was $1,059,698 excluding due diligence and 
closing costs.  The purchase price of $315 per acre was confirmed by a USFLA appraisal 
that was reviewed and approved by a qualified USFLA review appraiser.   
 
Management 
 
The land purchased with this grant will be managed in accordance with the goals of the 
grant agreement, specifically to benefit the recovery of the Lesser Prairie Chicken.   
Management of this property will comply with any recovery plans for the LPC, if such a 
plan is created.  Public access will be limited in occupied habitat areas and it is not 
anticipated that any facilities would be located on the property other than water 
distribution or other improvements developed directly for preserve management or to 
benefit the species.  The Conservancy will operate this property along with the 
remainder of the Yoakum Dunes Preserve for biological research and outreach to the 
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public and local stakeholders, including other private landowners in the area.  This 
outreach will focus on the diverse, vital, and fragile wildlife habitat and plant 
communities found in the vicinity of the Yoakum Dunes Preserve.  In addition, the 
Conservancy may lease the property for compatible hunting or agricultural practices 
that benefit the LPC habitat. 
 










































































































































































































