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SUMMARY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

 

The Nature Conservancy's obligations under Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 

Contract #105883 were as follows: 
 
1) Develop landowner outreach and conduct private-lands rare plant surveys in Willacy, 

Cameron, Hidalgo and Starr Counties.  The following species were targeted: 
 

Vasey’s adelia Adelia vaseyi  
South Texas ambrosia Ambrosia cheiranthifolia 
Prostrate milkweed Asclepias prostrata 

Star cactus Astrophytum asterias 
Kleberg saltbush Atriplex klebergorum  

Texas ayenia Ayenia limitaris 
Chihuahua balloonvine Cardiospermum dissectum 
Runyon’s cory-cactus Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii  

Small papillosus cactus Echinocereus papillosus var. angusticeps 
Gregg’s wild-buckwheat Eriogonum greggii 

Johnston’s frankenia Frankenia johnstonii 
Plains Gumweed Grindelia oolepis 
Mexican mud-plantain Heteranthera mexicana  

Runyon’s water-willow Justicia runyonii 
Zapata bladderpod Lesquerella thamnophila 

Runyon’s huaco Manfreda longiflora 
Walker’s manioc Manihot walkerae 
Falfurrias milkvine Matelea radiata  

Few-spined Engelmann’s prickly pear Opuntia engelmannii var. flexospina 
Ashy dogweed Thymophylla tephroleuca 

Bailey’s ballmoss Tillandsia baileyi 
 
2) Invite landowners and land managers who have participated in outreach and plant surveys in 

1) above to sign voluntary conservation agreements (using agreement template to be 
provided by TPWD) to protect imperiled plants that occur on their property.  These 

conservation agreements are intended to protect at least 3 rare species on 8 tracts in Year 2.  
In Year 3, the Project will attempt to obtain signed agreements from another 12 landowners 
for the protection of a total of 5 or more rare species.  Reasons for any significant deviation 

from these goals will be documented in progress reports. 
 

3) Submit progress reports to TPWD on a quarterly basis. 
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Accomplishments: 
 

1) The Nature Conservancy (TNC) conducted rare plant surveys on 47 tracts within the project 
area.  In addition, we assisted contractor Gena Janssen on three surveys.  Thirty of the TNC-

led surveys revealed target species.  (See descriptions of tracts surveyed, in section titled 
"Plant Survey Summaries" below.)  A total of ten target species were found: 

 

Vasey’s adelia Adelia vaseyi  
Star cactus Astrophytum asterias 

Texas ayenia Ayenia limitaris 
Chihuahua balloonvine Cardiospermum dissectum 
Runyon’s cory-cactus Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii  

Small papillosus cactus Echinocereus papillosus var. angusticeps 
Plains Gumweed Grindelia oolepis 

Runyon’s huaco Manfreda longiflora 
Walker’s manioc Manihot walkerae 
Bailey’s ballmoss Tillandsia baileyi 

 
2) The conservation agreement was presented to 26 landowners; nine of these have signed the 

document, protecting populations of eight target species.  Additional landowners may sign 
the agreement as we continue to maintain relationships with them and re-visit the sites. 

 

3) Progress reports were submitted quarterly. 
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SIGNIFICANT DEVIATIONS 

 

 
None; The Nature Conservancy’s obligations under TPWD Contract #105883 were met. 
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PLANT SURVEY SUMMARIES 

 

 
Properties marked with * were found to support project target species; those marked  signed the agreement.   

Contractor Gena Janssen took the lead on properties marked with †; TNC performed or assisted with surveys on 
these. 
 

 
Willacy County 

 
*Corbett Ranch - Approximately 4,000 acres located on the north shore of La Sal Vieja.  Survey revealed 
possibly the largest known U.S. population of Texas ayenia (Ayenia limitaris).  The Nature Conservancy is 

pursuing a conservation easement on the property.  Agreement document was presented to landowner but 
landowner refused to sign.  However, the eventual conservation easement will be designed to protect this listed 

Endangered plant. 
 
El Canelo Ranch - Approximately 1,420 acres located 10 miles north of Raymondville.  No project target 

species were found, but the following species tracked by TNC were observed: velvet spurge (Euphorbia 
innocua, G3); Jones' nailwort (Paronychia jonesii, G3); sand Brazos-mint (Brazoria arenaria, G3/G4); and 

smallflower milkvine (Matelea parviflora, G3/G4). 
 
Chapa Property - 241 acres on north side of Arroyo Colorado opposite Arroyo City.  Property has dense brush 

and is of interest to Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge biologists as potential ocelot habitat, but no 
project target species were observed during a very brief site visit. 

 
 
Cameron County 

 
*Cameron County Drainage District No. 5 - Approximately 12 - 13 acres including and along the south side 

of a drainage ditch that empties into the Arroyo Colorado south of Dixieland Road west of Harlingen.  Alan 
Moore, manager of the drainage district, stated that there is no plan to destroy a fringe of thick brush that runs 
along the District's land on the south side of the ditch.  Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi) is abundant within this 

brush strip.  Property is contiguous to other properties along the Arroyo which support important populations of 
Vasey's adelia.  Agreement document was presented to the District but has not yet been signed. 

 
*City of Harlingen/C. B. Wood Park - Acreage unknown; probably <5.  City park located on the north side 
of the Arroyo Colorado off Taft Avenue.  Part of the park has been developed in the traditional manner, but the 

southeastern portion supports a brush stand that includes large populations of Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi) and 
Bailey's ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi).  In addition, a population of the listed Endangered Texas ayenia (Ayenia 

limitaris) consisting of probably more than 100 plants was observed.  Agreement document has been signed. 
 
*City of Harlingen/Harlingen Thicket - Acreage about 40.  Site of a proposed World Birding Center facility 

for the City of Harlingen located on the north side of the Arroyo Colorado downstream from C. B. Wood Park 
off Taft Avenue.  Property supports Bailey's ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi) and a large population of Vasey's 

adelia (Adelia vaseyi).  Texas stonecrop (Lenophyllum texanum, G3), a plant tracked by The Nature 
Conservancy, was also observed.  Agreement document was presented but has not yet been signed. 
 

Houghtaling Property - Approximately 18 acres located on Loma Alta northeast of Brownsville off F.M. 511.  
No project target species were found, but the following species tracked by The Nature Conservancy were 
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observed:  Lila de los llanos (Echeandia chandleri, G3) and little-flower spider-wort (Tradescantia micrantha, 
G3). 

 
*Inn at Chachalaca Bend - Approximately 40 acres near Los Fresnos.  Property is operated as a bed and 

breakfast, but contains dense brush that the landowners intend to preserve.  Landowners have aggressively 
pursued control of nonnative invasive species such as guineagrass (Panicum maximum) and Brazilian pepper 
(Schinus terebinthifolius).  Brush stand supports a population of Bailey's ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi).  

Conservation agreement has been signed. 
 

*Koppel Property - Acreage unknown, probably <100.  Property located on the north side of the Arroyo 
Colorado west of Harlingen, at the south end of Dixieland Road and contiguous to the Cameron County 
Drainage District No. 5 property described above.  Part of the tract--perhaps 10 acres or so--is extremely dense 

and highly diverse original thornscrub.  The population of Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi) here is likely one of 
the largest known in the Rio Grande Valley.  A small (about 15 individuals) population of Bailey's ballmoss 

(Tillandsia baileyi) was also observed.  Agreement document was presented to the landowner but was not 
signed.   
 

*Madaffari Property - Acreage unknown, probably <40.  Property located on the south side of the Arroyo 
Colorado west of Harlingen, across from the Koppel tract.  Vasey’s adelia (Adelia vaseyi) was observed from 

across the Arroyo, and in a telephone conversation the landowner confirmed the presence of Bailey’s ballmoss 
(Tillandsia baileyi).  Although the landowner was reluctant to allow a survey of the property, the conservation 
agreement was mailed along with a letter explaining the project.  No response has yet been received. 

 
*Martin Refuge Chachalaca Tract - 44 acres.  Property located west of the intersection of Highway 100 and 

F.M. 1421 at Russelltown.  Most of the tract is regrowth mesquite, but wide fencerows along the boundary 
support a few individuals of Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi).  Agreement document was presented but landowner 
refused to sign. 

 
*Matz Property (Cielo Escondido) - 20 acres total, half in brush and half in a revegetated farm field.  

Property located north of Rio Hondo on the east side of the Arroyo Colorado.  Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi) 
and Bailey's ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi) are present in the brush along the Arroyo.  Texas ayenia (Ayenia 
limitaris) has been reported for the property but was not observed at the time of our survey.  Conservation 

agreement was signed. 
 

*Mont Meta Cemetery - Acreage unknown; probably <20.  At least one large (about 4 m tall) specimen of 
Vasey’s Adelia (Adelia vaseyi) is located among the graves.  In years past, dozens of large (30 cm or larger) 
Bailey’s ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi) plants could be seen high in the Texas ebony (Pithecellobium ebano) 

trees along the drive that passes in front of the mausoleum; however, no plants were seen there during a recent 
visit.  Small (20 cm or less) specimens of Bailey’s ballmoss were observed in Texas ebony and oak (Quercus 

sp.) trees along the westernmost drive.  The conservation agreement was not presented, but may be in future. 
 
*Rio Hondo Cemetery - Acreage unknown; probably <5.  Located on east side of Arroyo Colorado south of 

the town of Rio Hondo.  Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi) and Bailey's ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi) are present 
within the cemetery, and Vasey’s Adelia is present in the brush on the bank of the Arroyo.  Conservation 

agreement was not presented because ownership has not yet been determined. 
 
*Rio Hondo TPWD Boat Ramp and Environs - Acreage unknown.  Located on west side of Arroyo Colorado 

at Rio Hondo.  Properties adjacent to TPWD boat ramp contain Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi) and Bailey's 
ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi); ownership needs to be determined. 
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*Tex-Mex Cold Storage Prairie - Acreage unknown, probably <5, located in an industrial area at 6661 Padre 

Island Highway in Brownsville.  Remnant prairie containing one of the largest (possibly >1,000 individuals) 
populations of plains gumweed (Grindelia oolepis) known.  Agreement document has been presented but was 

not signed. 
 
 

Hidalgo County 

 

Bernal Ranch - Approximately 400 acres located about 8 miles west of McCook off Highway 490.  Although 
the property lies on a gradational zone between the Goliad uplands and South Texas Sand Sheet and contains areas 
of dense thornscrub, no target species were found.  Falfurrias milkvine (Matelea radiata) is a possibility for the 

area. 
 

*Chihuahua Woods Preserve - This 349-acre Nature Conservancy preserve, located between the 
communities of Perezville and Chihuahua west of the intersection of Business Highway 83 and F.M. 1427, 
supports a population of more than 200 individual plants of Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora).  The 

agreement document has been signed. 
 

*Ebony Grove (Mercedes) Cemetery - This small cemetery (<5 acres) is located on the north side of the 
Arroyo Colorado between Florida Avenue and FM 491 in Mercedes.  Dozens of Bailey’s ballmoss (Tillandsia 
baileyi) plants can be seen in the large Texas ebony (Pithecellobium ebano) and sugar hackberry (Celtis 

laevigata) trees, mostly in the southeast end of the cemetery.  The president of the Mercedes Cemetery 
Association signed the conservation agreement. 

 
El Tecolote Ranch - Approximately 4,000 acres located in Hidalgo and Kenedy counties north of La Sal Vieja.  
Property lies within the South Texas Sand Sheet and has been extensively invaded by guineagrass (Panicum 

maximum).  No project target species were found, but under the right conditions, numerous potholes on the 
ranch could support Mexican mud-plantain (Heteranthera mexicana), making the site worth a few brief follow-

up visits.  The following species tracked by The Nature Conservancy were observed (all carry a NatureServe 
rank of G3):  velvet spurge (Euphorbia innocua), low spurge (Euphorbia peplidion), Jones' nailwort 
(Paronychia jonesii), and Texas peachbush (Prunus texana). 

 
Ginsbach Easement - Approximately 100-acre conservation easement held by Natural Areas Preservation 

Association at a commercial palm nursery located south of Alamo off Highway 907.  Fencerows and pond 
edges support some native brush, including Berlandier's alicoche  (Echinocereus berlandieri), called E. blanckii 
and considered of conservation interest by Rio Grande Valley plant enthusiasts.  No project targets were 

observed. 
 

*Llano Grande Country Club - Golf course located on the Arroyo Colorado (Llano Grande Lake) at the 
southwest edge of Mercedes; acreage unknown.  Bailey’s ballmoss (Tillandsia baileyi) is present in the large, 
old Texas ebony (Pithecellobium ebano) trees in front of the clubhouse.  The conservation agreement was 

presented but was not signed.  
 

*Martin Refuge Javelina Tract - 280 acres located about 8 miles north of La Joya.  Dense mixed thornscrub 
with seasonal potholes of karstic origin.  Survey revealed project target Chihuahua balloon-vine 
(Cardiospermum dissectum) and the following species tracked by The Nature Conservancy:  arrowleaf milkvine 

(Matelea sagittifolia, G3), little- flower spider-wort (Tradescantia micrantha, G3), and Mission fiddlewood 
(Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q).  Agreement document was presented but landowner refused to sign. 
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*Methodist Camp Thicket - Property located just off Highway 1015 between Weslaco and Mercedes north of 

Llano Grande Lake; operated by the Methodist church as a retreat and meeting center.  Several buildings are set 
within an original brush tract widely known to Valley naturalists for harboring a number of rare species, among 

them Vasey’s adelia (Adelia vaseyi) and Texas ayenia (Ayenia limitaris).  Conservationists have tried for years 
to obtain some form of protection for this property with no luck.; this effort fared no better.  The agreement was 
presented but was not signed. 

 
*Penitas Cemetery - Acreage unknown; probably <2.  Located within the city of Penitas.  Walker's manioc 

(Manihot walkerae) is found along the southern fenceline.  Agreement document was presented to the president 
of the Penitas Cemetery Association, but no response has been yet received. 
 

*Perez Ranch (Rancho San Francisco) - Approximately 2,400 acres located about 11 miles north of La 
Joya on Jaras Chinas Road.  Despite a long history of ranching, farming, and mineral extraction on the property, 

three target species have been found here:  Vasey's adelia (Adelia vaseyi), Chihuahua balloon-vine 
(Cardiospermum dissectum), and Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora).  In addition, the survey noted Mission 
fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q), a species tracked by The Nature Conservancy.  The 

agreement document has been signed. 
 

Rancho El Charco - Approximately 150 acres located in the city of La Joya at Walker Lake.  Some native 
brush exists around the lake shores and Walker's manioc (Manihot walkerae) could be a possibility here.  
However, no project target species were observed at the time of the site visit. 

 
San Pedro Ranch - Approximately 900 acres total (776 in thornscrub) located about 8 miles west of McCook 

off Highway 490. Although the property lies on a gradational zone between the Goliad uplands and South Texas 
Sand Sheet and contains areas of dense thornscrub, no project target species were found.  However, two species 
tracked by The Nature Conservancy, Mission fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q) and smallflower 

milkvine (Matelea parviflora, G3), were observed.  Falfurrias milkvine (Matelea radiata) is a possibility for the 
area; we observed a Matelea sp. vine that was vegetative at the time of our visit, thus not identified to species.  

However, chances are good that it was not Falfurrias milkvine but arrowleaf milkvine (Matelea sagittifolia), a G3 
species that The Nature Conservancy tracks . 
 

Vela Linn Tracts - Two tracts of unknown acreage located off Hinojosa Road near Linn.  Regrowth farm fields 
and pastures with vegetated fencerows.  No project target species were observed. Landowner's brother leases a 

tract in this area which may be surveyed in the next 6 months.  This landowner also owns a tract in Starr County 
("Vela La Gloria Tract"), q.v.   
 

 
Starr County 

 
*Benedictine Monastery - Approximately 100 acres located off F.M. 3167 about 5 miles north of Rio 
Grande City.  Dense thornscrub with recent road cuts, buildings, and other improvements.  Runyon's cory-

cactus (Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii) was observed during the survey; Runyon's huaco (Manfreda 
longiflora), while not seen at the time of our survey, has been identified on the property by Dana Price as well 

as the landowner.    In addition, a Matelea sp. (probably M. sagittifolia, G3) was observed, but its vegetative 
state precluded identification to species.  The agreement document was signed. 
 

Bentsen Ranch - 336 acres 20 miles north-northeast of Rio Grande City off F.M. 755.  Dense thornscrub on 
soils underlain by the Goliad Formation.  No project target species were found, but Walker's manioc (Manihot 
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walkerae) is a possibility here.  Two species tracked by The Nature Conservancy were found:  Mission 
fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q) and arrowleaf milkvine (Matelea sagittifolia, G3). 

 
*Carrera Property - Exact acreage unknown, about 9,000 acres in two tracts north of Rio Grande City.  

Mixed thornscrub and rangeland in variable condition ranging from improved pasture to minimally disturbed.  
Project target species observed were Chihuahua balloon-vine (Cardiospermum dissectum), Runyon's cory-
cactus (Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii), and Walker's manioc (Manihot walkerae).  The agreement 

document was signed. 
 

†*Escobar (Eddie) Ranch - Small (<5 acres) goat pasture below an earthen dam about 3 miles north of 
Escobares.  Dense populations of star cactus (Astrophytum asterias), Runyon's cory-cactus (Coryphantha 
macromeris var. runyonii), and Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora) are present in this tiny area.  Fitch's 

hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3), a species tracked by The Nature Conservancy, 
is present.  TNC made the initial landowner contact and conducted the initial survey, but transferred lead to 

contractor Gena Janssen as she is currently conducting star cactus research at this site.  Janssen was to present 
the conservation agreement document. 
 

Escobar (Noelia) River Property - Approximately 9 acres located on the Rio Grande in Escobares.  Riparian 
forest at river's edge and regrowth thornscrub on uplands.  A fringe of dense, diverse thornscrub remains at the 

lip of the upper terrace.  No project target species were observed. 
 
*Hiles Property - Acreage unknown.  Approximately 1 mile east of Rio Grande City and ½ mile north of U.S. 

Highway 83.  Thornscrub dominated by blackbrush (Acacia rigidula) and buffelgrass (Pennisetum ciliare) in an 
area slated for residential development.  Chihuahua balloon-vine (Cardiospermum dissectum) was found, as 

well as Mission fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q), a species tracked by TNC.  The agreement 
document was presented but landowner has not yet signed. 
 

*Las Comitas Ranch - Acreage unknown, probably about 300 - 400 in two tracts, located about 5 - 6 miles 
northwest of La Gloria on F.M. 1017.  Open mesquite woodland at the southern edge of the Sand Sheet.  

Echinocereus papillosus, possibly var. angusticeps, was observed.  In addition, the following TNC-tracked 
species were found:  smallflower milkvine (Matelea parviflora, G4) and stinking rushpea (Pomaria 
austrotexana, G3), as well as an unidentified and possibly undescribed wild-mercury (Argythamnia sp.).  

Agreement document was presented but has not yet been signed. 
 

*Las Estrellas Preserve - 415-acre TNC preserve located about 7 miles north of Rio Grande City on F.M. 
3167.  Project targets star cactus (Astrophytum asterias), Runyon's cory-cactus (Coryphantha macromeris var. 
runyonii), and Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora) are present in large numbers (hundreds of individuals of 

each species).  Several TNC-tracked species are also found here:  Mission fiddlewood (Citharexylum 
spathulatum, G2G3Q), Fitch's hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3), Major Siler's 

huaco (Manfreda sileri, G3), arrowleaf milkvine (Matelea sagittifolia, G3), Texas shrimp-plant (Tetramerium 
platystegium, G2G4), and little-flower spider-wort (Tradescantia micrantha, G3).  Agreement document has 
been signed. 

 
†*Las Islas Ranch – Over 15,000 acres off FM 2686 about 7 miles west of La Gloria. At the invitation of a 

hunting lessee, a limited survey by Conservancy staff in 2002 revealed one of the largest and densest 
populations of Runyon's cory-cactus (Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii) that we have ever observed.  We 
also found the TNC-tracked species Mission fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q).  Lead for this 

property was turned over to Gena Janssen because she had contact with the actual landowner; she was to present 
the conservation agreement. 
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†*Las Liebres Ranch - Approximately 800 acres located about 5 miles north of Rio Grande City on F.M. 

3167.  Prostrate milkweed (Asclepias prostrata), star cactus (Astrophytum asterias), Runyon's cory-cactus 
(Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii), and Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora) are present, as well as the 

TNC-tracked species Mission fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum, G2G3Q) and Fitch's hedgehog cactus 
(Echinocereus reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3).  TNC assisted contractor Gena Janssen with this survey; she 
took the lead and was to present the agreement document. 

 
*Lezotte Property - Acreage unknown, probably <20, located about 8 miles north of Rio Grande City on F.M. 

3167.  Former pasture, now homesite and church property.  Sparse brush with small numbers of Runyon's cory-
cactus (Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii), and Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora) are present.  
Agreement document was presented but has not been signed. 

 
Lopez Property - Approximately 60 acres located 1 mile north of Garciasville.  30 acres of dense thornscrub 

were surveyed but no project target species were found.   
 
*Martinez Ranch - 600 acres on U.S. Highway 83 near Loma Blanca Road north of Roma. 500 undisturbed 

acres contain a variety of habitats, from gravelly uplands with medium-stature thornscrub to heavily wooded 
drainages and stock ponds.  Chihuahua balloon-vine (Cardiospermum dissectum), Runyon's cory-cactus 

(Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii), and Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora) are present, as well as the 
TNC-tracked Fitch's hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3).  Agreement document 
has been presented but has not yet been signed. 

 
†*Pena Ranch (Starr Cactus Ranch) - Approximately 400 acres located 8.5 miles north of Garceno off F.M. 

649.  Mixed thornscrub and saline pasture with star cactus (Astrophytum asterias), Johnston's frankenia 
(Frankenia johnstonii), Runyon's cory-cactus (Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii), and Runyon's huaco 
(Manfreda longiflora). TNC assisted contractor Gena Janssen with this survey; she is taking the lead and was to 

present the agreement document. 
 

*San Rodolfo Ranch - Approximately 1,500 acres located about 4 miles northwest of La Gloria on F.M. 1017.  
Property lies in the narrow transitional area between the South Texas Sand Sheet and more typical "brush 
country" to the south.  Echinocereus papillosus, possibly var. angusticeps, was observed.  In addition, two TNC-

tracked species, smallflower milkvine (Matelea parviflora, G4) and stinking rushpea (Pomaria austrotexana, 
G3), were found, as well as an unidentified and possibly undescribed wild-mercury (Argythamnia sp.).  

Agreement document was presented but has not yet been signed. 
 
*Starr County Community Property - Approximately 10 acres located about 6 miles north of Rio Grande 

City off Charco Blanco Road.  Gravelly slopes with medium stature thornscrub include Chihuahua balloon-vine 
(Cardiospermum dissectum) and the TNC-tracked Fitch's hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii var. 

fitchii, G5T3).  Property reportedly belongs to the County of Starr as community property, but actual ownership 
is undetermined. The agreement document was not presented. 
 

*Vela La Gloria Tract - 28 acres located at La Gloria northwest of the intersection of F.M. 755 and F.M. 1017.  
Red sandy loam supports a mesquite savanna which includes Echinocereus papillosus, possibly var. 

angusticeps.  TNC-tracked species found here include smallflower milkvine (Matelea parviflora, G4), stinking 
rushpea (Pomaria austrotexana, G3), and Texas peachbush (Prunus texana, G3), as well as an unidentified and 
possibly undescribed wild-mercury (Argythamnia sp.).  Agreement document has been presented but has not yet 

been signed. 
 



10 

Webb County 

 

†St. Jude Ranch - 1,700 acres located about 8 miles south of Mirando City. This site matched the location of 
the only collection record for McCart's nailwort (Paronychia maccartii), but neither that species nor any other 

project target species were found during the survey.  However, 6 TNC-tracked species were observed:  yellow 
alicoche (Echinocereus papillosus, G3); South Texas gilia (Gilia ludens, G3); Croft's bluet (Hedyotis croftiae, 
G3); short-crown milkvine (Matelea brevicoronata, G3); arrowleaf milkvine (Matelea sagittifolia, G3); and 

Texas almond (Prunus minutiflora, G3).  TNC assisted contractor Gena Janssen with this survey, who took the 
lead in the landowner relationship. 

 
†*Trevino Ranch - Approximately 5,000 acres located about 35 miles north of Laredo on F.M. 1472.  Variety 
of vegetation types including medium stature thorn shrubland, shortgrass grassland, low halophytic shrubland, 

and some riparian woodland.  About 1/5 of the ranch is buffelgrass-dominated grasslands that cover restored 
strip mines.  A substantial population of Johnston's frankenia (Frankenia johnstonii) was found.  TNC-tracked 

species observed include: Fitch's hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3); Major Siler's 
huaco (Manfreda sileri, G3); and arrowleaf milkvine (Matelea sagittifolia, G3). TNC made the initial 
landowner contact and conducted the survey, but transferred lead for the landowner relationship to contractor 

Gena  Janssen. 
 

 
Zapata County 

 

†*Galberry Ranch – 1138 acres, formerly part of the Hancock Ranch (described below), but this area was not 
included in the part of Hancock Ranch that was surveyed.  A survey of this tract at the request of the new 

landowner revealed Johnston's frankenia (Frankenia johnstonii) and the TNC-tracked species Fitch's hedgehog 
cactus (Echinocereus reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3).  Lead for the landowner relationship was transferred to 
contractor Gena Janssen. 

 
†*Hancock Ranch - Approximately 35,000 acres total in 2 parcels, but survey was conducted on the 19,000-

acre parcel only. Located on U.S. Highway 83 about 3 miles north of San Ygnacio.  Property contains a wide 
variety of thornscrub and Sand Sheet vegetation types.  Project targets found were:  Johnston's frankenia 
(Frankenia johnstonii); Correll's bluet (Houstonia correllii); Runyon's huaco (Manfreda longiflora); and ashy 

dogweed (Thymophylla tephroleuca).  TNC-tracked species found were: Fitch's hedgehog cactus (Echinocereus 
reichenbachii var. fitchii, G5T3); smallflower milkvine (Matelea parviflora, G4); arrowleaf milkvine (Matelea 

sagittifolia, G3); and little- flower spider-wort (Tradescantia micrantha, G3). This property was subsequently 
subdivided and sold.  TNC made the initial contact with the owner of the intact property and coordinated the 
survey, but transferred the landowner relationship lead to contractor Gena  Janssen who was to present the 

conservation agreement document to the new owner of the tract containing the project targets. 
 

 



 

Table 1.  Sites with Target Species and Agreement Status 
 

 
County/Site 

Listed Species 

 

Candidate Species 

 
Agreement 
Presented X 
Signed  

Astrophytum 
asterias 

Ayenia 
limitaris 

Manihot 
walkerae 

Adelia 
vaseyi 

Cardiospermum 
dissectum 

Coryphantha 
macromeris 
var. runyonii 

Echinocereus 
papillosus 

Grindelia 
oolepis 

Manfreda 
longiflora 

Tillandsia 
baileyi 

Willacy 

Corbett Ranch  X           X 

Cameron 

Cam. Cty. Drainage District #5     X        X 

City of Harlingen/CB Wood Park  X   X      X  X 

City of Harlingen/Hgn Thicket     X      X  X 

Inn at Chachalaca Bend           X  X 

Koppel     X      X  X 

Madaffari     X      X  X 

Martin Refuge/Chachalaca Tract     X        X 

Matz Property     X      X  X 

Mont Meta Cemetery     X      X   

Rio Hondo TPWD Boat Ramp     X      X   

Rio Hondo Cemetery     X      X   

Tex-Mex Cold Storage Prairie         X    X 

Hidalgo 

Chihuahua Woods Preserve          X   X 

Ebony Grove Cemetery           X  X 

Llano Grande Country Club           X  X 

Methodist Camp Thicket  X   X        X 

Martin Refuge/Javelina Tract      X       X 

Penitas Cemetery   X          X 

Perez Ranch     X X    X   X 

Starr 

Benedictine Monastery       X   X   X 

Carrera Ranch   X   X X      X 

Hiles Property      X       X 

Las Comitas Ranch        X     X 

Las Estrellas Preserve X      X   X   X 

Lezotte Property       X   X   X 

Martinez Ranch      X X   X   X 

San Rodolfo Ranch        X     X 

Starr County Community Property      X        

Vela La Gloria Tract        X     X 

 





















 
 
Figure 1.  Distribution map of the eight (8) new localities of prostrate milkweed (Asclepias 
prostrata) recorded during this project. 
 









 
 
Figure 2.  Distribution of the 15 new localities of Kleberg saltbush (Atriplex klebergorum) 
recorded during this study. 
 
 











 
 
Figure 3.  Distribution of the 37 new localities of dumpling cactus (Coryphantha macromeris 
var. runyonii) recorded during this study. 
 
 











 
 
Figure 4.  Distribution of the 19 new Johnston’s frankenia (Frankenia johnstonii) localities 
recorded during this project. 
 









 
 
Figure 5.  Distribution of the nine (9) new localities for Correll’s bluet (Houstonia correllii) 
recorded during this study. 
 
 













 
 
Figure 6.  Distribution of the 48 new localities for St. Joseph’s staff (Manfreda longiflora) 
documented during this study. 
 















 
 
Figure 7.  Distribution of the 22 new and updated localities for ashy dogweed (Thymophylla 
tephroleuca) verified during this study. 
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