Fauna Observed on Julio Martinez Ranch in Starr County

During Visit on April 1, 2002

By Lisa Williams and Bill Carr

This brief afternoon site visit was primarily focused on botanical elements, in particular a search for star cactus (Astrophytum asterias) at the request of the landowner. Therefore, this report constitutes a preliminary survey for faunal elements and does not fully represent the fauna of the tract. 

VERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

BIRDS

HARRIS' HAWK, Parabuteo unicinctus harrisi (Audubon)

COMMON GROUND-DOVE, Columbina passerina pallescens
GREATER ROADRUNNER, Geococcyx californianus
GREAT KISKADEE, Pitangus sulphuratus texanus van Rossem

VERDIN, Auriparus flaviceps ornatus (Lawrence) - Observed nest only.

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, M. p. leucopterus (Vigors)

MAMMALS

BLACK-TAILED JACKRABBIT, Lepus californicus
GROUND SQUIRREL, Spermophilus mexicana
RACCOON, Procyon lotor - Observed tracks only, at pond.

REPTILES
TEXAS EARLESS LIZARD, Cophosaurus texanus  (photograph available)

INVERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

ODONATA (DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES)

DAMSELFLY, possibly FAMILIAR BLUET, Enallagma civile (photograph available)

ROSEATE SKIMMER, Orthemis ferruginea
PONDHAWK (Dragonfly), Erythemis sp.

DRAGONFLY, possibly FOUR-SPOTTED PENNANT, Brachymesia gravida
Lepidoptera (Moths and Butterflies)

REAKIRT'S BLUE (Butterfly), Hemiargus isola
PHAON CRESCENT (Butterfly), Phyciodes phaon (photograph available)
