Fauna Observed on Armando Vela Tract at La Gloria, Starr County

During Visit on June 2, 2003

By Lisa Williams and Bill Carr

Extremely hot conditions, with temperatures well over 100º F., kept most animals under cover during this brief afternoon visit. Therefore, this report constitutes a preliminary survey for faunal elements and does not fully represent the fauna of the tract.  A species of some conservation interest that was observed on the property was the KEELED EARLESS LIZARD (Holbrookia propinqua propinqua), as noted below.

VERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

BIRDS

TURKEY VULTURE, Cathartes aura aura 

NORTHERN BOBWHITE, Colinus virginianus texanus
MOURNING DOVE, Zenaida macroura marginella (Woodhouse)

GREATER ROADRUNNER, Geococcyx californianus
GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER, Melanerpes aurifrons aurifrons (Wagler)

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER, Myiarchus cinereascens
GREAT KISKADEE, Pitangus sulphuratus texanus van Rossem

VERDIN, Auriparus flaviceps ornatus (Lawrence)

BEWICK'S WREN, Thryomanes bewickii (Audubon)
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, M. p. leucopterus (Vigors)

BLACK-THROATED SPARROW, Amphispiza bilineata
MAMMALS

TEXAS POCKET GOPHER, Geomys personatusi - Observed mounds only.

GROUND SQUIRREL, Spermophilus sp. - Observed burrows only.

REPTILES
KEELED EARLESS LIZARD, Holbrookia propinqua propinqua (G3?S3?)

This is a species that is tracked by The Nature Conservancy's Texas Conservation Data Center.  We observed several females and one male. These lizards occur in open, sandy areas with fair forb and grass cover.  They are typically found in disturbed areas within a matrix of Little Bluestem-Brownseed Paspalum grassland.  Disturbance is a result of excavation by rodents such as Geomys personatus.  Observations were centered around the following latitude/longitude: N 26(43.563, W098(31.681.  (photographs available)

RACERUNNER, possibly Cnemidophorus sexlineatus.

INVERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

Gastropoda (Snails)
SOUTH TEXAS TREE SNAIL, possibly Rabdotus alternatus 
Lepidoptera (Moths and Butterflies)

GIANT SWALLOWTAIL, Papilio cresphontes 

GREAT SOUTHERN WHITE, Ascia monuste

LYSIDE SULPHUR, Kricogonia lyside
NEUROPTERA (DOBSONFLIES, LACEWINGS, ANTLIONS)

MYRMELEONIDAE (ANTLIONS)


ANTLION larva, Myrmeleon sp.  - Observed pit traps only.

Coleoptera (BEETLES)

BUPRESTIDAE (METALLIC WOOD BORERS)

METALLIC WOOD BORER, possibly Chalcophora sp. (photograph available)

HYMENOPTERA (BEES, ANTS AND WASPS)

HALICTIDAE (SWEAT BEES)


HALICTID OR SWEAT BEE, possibly Agapostemon sp. (photograph available)

ARANEAE (SPIDERS)

ARANEIDAE (ORBWEAVERS)


SILVER ARGIOPE, possibly Argiope argentata
