Fauna Observed on Perez Ranch north of La Joya, Hidalgo County

During Visit on March 21, 2003

By Lisa Williams and Bill Carr

Despite warm conditions, with temperatures above 90º F., no live herptiles were directly observed during this brief mid-day visit.  The time of day probably contributed to the lack of mammal observations, also.  Therefore, this report constitutes a preliminary survey for faunal elements and does not fully represent the fauna of the tract. A species of some conservation interest that was observed on the property was the OLIVE SPARROW (Arremonops rufivirgatus), as noted below.

VERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

BIRDS

COMMON GROUND-DOVE, Columbina passerina pallescens
GREATER ROADRUNNER, Geococcyx californianus
EASTERN PHOEBE, Sayornis phoebe (Latham)

GREEN JAY, Cyanocorax yncas luxuosus - Heard only.

VERDIN, Auriparus flaviceps ornatus (Lawrence) - Heard only.

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, Polioptila caerula
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, M. p. leucopterus (Vigors)

CURVE-BILLED THRASHER, Toxostoma curvirostre oberholseri
CEDAR WAXWING, Bombycilla cedrorum
WHITE-EYED VIREO, Vireo griseus micrus Nelson

WATERTHRUSH species, Seiurus sp.

NORTHERN CARDINAL, Cardinalis cardinalis
PYRRHULOXIA, Cardinalis sinuatus
OLIVE SPARROW, Arremonops rufivirgatus G5S4B

This species has been identified by some as a species of conservation concern; however, it is found throughout South Texas in areas with adequate shrub cover.  

At least one individual observed in open Prosopis glandulosa woodland in an area defined by the following GPS points: N26o25.010', W098o26.908'; N26o24.990', W098o26.914'; N26o24.971', W098o26.926'; N26o24.972', W098o26.942'; and N26o24.804', W098o26.942'.  Vegetative cover of approximately 50% included, in addition to mesquite,  huisachillo (Acacia schaffneri), Mission fiddlewood (Citharexylum spathulatum), coma (Sideroxylon celastrinum), lotebush (Ziziphus obtusifolius), Berlandier's wolfberry (Lycium berlandieri), and Chihuahuan balloonvine (Cardiospermum dissectum).
LARK SPARROW, Chondestes grammacus
MEADOWLARK species, Sturnella sp
MAMMALS

GROUND SQUIRREL, Spermophilus sp. - Observed burrows only.

SOUTHERN PLAINS WOODRAT, Neotoma micropus - Observed nests only.

REPTILES

YELLOW MUD TURTLE, Kinosternon flavescens flavescens - Observed carapace of dead individual only.

INVERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

Gastropoda (Snails)
SOUTH TEXAS TREE SNAIL, possibly Rabdotus alternatus 
ODONATA (DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES)

DRAGONFLY, possibly EASTERN AMBERWING, Perithemis tenera ♀

Lepidoptera (Moths and Butterflies)

GIANT SWALLOWTAIL, Papilio cresphontes 

LYSIDE SULPHUR, Kricogonia lyside
LITTLE YELLOW, Eurema lisa
BORDERED PATCH, Chlosyne lacinia
PHAON CRESCENT, Phyciodes phaon

VESTA CRESCENT, Phyciodes vesta
EMPRESS LEILIA, Asterocampa leilia
COMMON CHECKERED-SKIPPER, Pyrgus communis
