Fauna Observed on Koppel Tract, Cameron County

During Visit July 27, 2005
By Lisa Williams

Weather conditions during this brief (½-day) survey included temperatures of 95°F. or more and high humidity.  This report constitutes a preliminary survey for faunal elements and does not fully represent the fauna of the tract.

Two species of some conservation interest were observed on the property, as noted below.   Additional species of some conservation interest that could be present on the property, but were not observed during our visit, include:   BERLANDIER'S or TEXAS TORTOISE (Gopherus berlandieri; G4S3 - State Listed Threatened),  TEXAS HORNED LIZARD (Phrynosoma cornutum; G4G5S4 - State Listed Threatened), and TEXAS INDIGO SNAKE (Drymarchon corais erebennus; G4T4S4 - State Listed Threatened).
VERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

BIRDS
BROWN PELICAN, Pelecanus occidentalis carolinensis Gmelin

CATTLE EGRET, Bubulcus ibis ibis (Linnaeus)

TURKEY VULTURE, Cathartes aura aura (Linnaeus)

NORTHERN BOBWHITE, Colinus virginianus texanus (Lawrence)

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO, Coccyzus americanus americanus (Linnaeus)
Heard only at N26°09’31.1”, W97°42’59.1”, in diverse mixed brush with 50% - 60% cover in the shrub layer.  Dominants in the shrub layer were Prosopis glandulosa, Castela erecta var. texana, Opuntia lindheimeri; other components included Ziziphus obtusifolius, Acacia schaffneri, Adelia vaseyi, Viguiera stenoloba, Karwinskia humboldtiana, and Acacia smallii.   Canopy of Prosopis glandulosa, approximately 25% at 4 m.  Ground layer sparse, consisting primarily of Ericameria austrotexana and Echinocereus berlandieri.  Yellow-billed cuckoo has been identified by some as a species in decline.
GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER, Melanerpes aurifrons aurifrons (Wagler)

BLACK-CRESTED TITMOUSE, Baeolophus atricristatus Cassin

VERDIN, Auriparus flaviceps - Heard; also observed nest.
THRASHER, Toxostoma sp.

WHITE-EYED VIREO, Vireo griseus
NORTHERN CARDINAL, Cardinalis cardinalis
OLIVE SPARROW, Arremonops rufivirgatus rufivirgatus (Lawrence) G5S4B 
Heard only, at same location and habitat described above for yellow-billed cuckoo.  Olive sparrow has been identified by some as a species of conservation concern; however, it is found throughout South Texas in areas with adequate shrub cover.
MAMMALS

SOUTHERN PLAINS WOODRAT, Neotoma micropus - Observed middens only.

INVERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

mOLLUSKS (CLAMS AND SNAILS)

Gastropoda (Snails)
bulimulidae (tree snails)

SOUTH TEXAS TREE SNAIL, Rabdotus alternatus
ARANEAE (SPIDERS)

ARANEIDAE (ORBWEAVERS)


ORBWEAVER, possibly Eustala sp.
INSECTS

ODONATA (DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES)

LIBELLULIDAE (SKIMMERS)

VARIEGATED MEADOWHAWK, Sympetrum corruptum
COENAGRIONIDAE (NARROW-WINGED DAMSELFLIES)

POWDERED DAMSEL, Argia moesta – ♀ (photo available)

ORTHOPTERA (GRASSHOPPERS, CRICKETS AND KATYDIDS)

ACRIDIDAE (SHORT-HORNED GRASSHOPPERS)


SHORT-HORNED GRASSHOPPER, unknown species (photo available)
HOMOPTERA (CICADAS, HOPPERS,  WHITEFLIES, APHIDS, AND SCALE INSECTS)

CICADIDAE (CICADAS)


ANNUAL or DOG-DAY CICADA, Tibicen sp. - Heard only.
Lepidoptera (Butterflies AND MOTHS)

PIERIDAE (WHITES AND YELLOWS)

LYSIDE SULPHUR,  Kricogonia lyside (photo available)
LITTLE YELLOW, Eurema lisa

LYCAENIDAE (GOSSAMER WINGS)

CERAUNUS BLUE, Hemiargus ceraunus

NYMPHALIDAE (BRUSHFOOTS)

AMERICAN SNOUT, Libytheana bachmanii
BORDERED PATCH, Chlosyne lacinia
VESTA CRESCENT, Phyciodes vesta


WHITE PEACOCK, Anartia jatrophae
HYMENOPTERA (BEES, ANTS AND WASPS)

FORMICIDAE (ANTS)


MYRMICINAE (HARVESTER ANTS)


RED HARVESTER ANT, Pogonomyrmex sp.

VESPIDAE (VESPID WASPS)


PAPER WASP, Polistes sp., possibly P. exclamans
POMPILIDAE (SPIDER WASPS)


TARANTULA HAWK, possibly Pepsis sp.

APIDAE (DIGGER, CARPENTER, BUMBLE, HONEY, AND OTHER BEES)


APINAE (BUMBLE AND HONEY BEES)



HONEY BEE, Apis mellifera






