Fauna Observed on Benedictine Monastery of the Good Shepherd, Starr County

During Visits April 7 and October 27, 2004

By Lisa Williams

This brief biological survey was begun on April 7 and continued on October 27, 2004.  During the April visit, I was accompanied by Anna Strong, a graduate student from Texas State University.  The weather was unseasonably hot (>95º F.) and extremely humid.  We were unable to continue much past noon that day due to the heat.  On October 27 I returned, this time accompanied by The Nature Conservancy's Botanist, Bill Carr.  Unfortunately, the temperature was about the same as during the April trip, although the humidity was lower and wind was blowing.  It is likely that these conditions kept many animals under cover during our visits. Therefore, this report constitutes a preliminary survey for faunal elements and does not fully represent the fauna of the tract.

A few species of some conservation interest that could be present on the property, but were not observed during our visits, include OLIVE SPARROW (Arremonops rufivirgatus; G5S4B), BERLANDIER'S or TEXAS TORTOISE (Gopherus berlandieri; G4S3 - State Listed Threatened), TEXAS HORNED LIZARD (Phrynosoma cornutum; G4G5S4 - State Listed Threatened, and TEXAS INDIGO SNAKE (Drymarchon corais erebennus; G4T4S4 - State Listed Threatened).  
The following species were observed:

VERTEBRATE FAUNA 

BIRDS
GREAT BLUE HERON, Ardea herodias herodias Linnaeus - Observed flying overhead.

TURKEY VULTURE, Cathartes aura aura (Linnaeus)

MOURNING DOVE, Zenaida macroura
COMMON GROUND-DOVE, Columbina passerina pallescens (Baird)
GREATER ROADRUNNER, Geococcyx californianus (Lesson)

BELTED KINGFISHER, Ceryle alcyon alcyon (Linnaeus)

LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER, Picoides scalaris symplectus (Oberholser)
VERMILION FLYCATCHER, Pyrocephalus rubinus mexicanus Sclater

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER, Myiarchus cinerascens cinerascens (Lawrence)

CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN, Corvus cryptoleucus Couch

VERDIN, Auriparus flaviceps - Observed nest also. (photo of nest available)

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, Mimus polyglottos
WHITE-EYED VIREO, Vireo griseus
BLACK-THROATED SPARROW, Amphispiza bilineata
MAMMALS

COTTONTAIL, Sylvilagus sp.

GROUND SQUIRREL, Spermophilus sp. - Observed burrows only.

KANGAROO RAT, Dipodomys sp. - Observed burrows only; multiple openings in mounds.

SOUTHERN PLAINS WOODRAT, Neotoma micropus - Observed middens only.

REPTILES
TEXAS SPINY LIZARD, Sceloporus olivaceus
TEXAS SPOTTED WHIPTAIL, Cnemidophorus gularis gularis
INVERTEBRATE FAUNA 

mOLLUSKS (CLAMS AND SNAILS)

Gastropoda (Snails)
SOUTH TEXAS TREE SNAIL, Rabdotus alternatus 
ARANEAE (SPIDERS)

ARANEIDAE (ORBWEAVERS)


SILVER ARGIOPE, possibly Argiope argentata
ORBWEAVER, possibly Eustala sp. (photo available)


SPINY-BACKED ORBWEAVER, Gasteracantha cancriformis
INSECTS

ODONATA (DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES)

LIBELLULIDAE (SKIMMERS)

ROSEATE SKIMMER, Orthemis ferruginea
VARIEGATED MEADOWHAWK, Sympetrum corruptum

PIN-TAILED PONDHAWK, Erythemis plebeja (photo available)


BLACK SADDLEBAGS, Tramea lacerata



Red-MANTLED Saddlebags, Tramea onusta (photo available)


CHECKERED SETWING, Dythemis fugax (photo available)

THORNBUSH DASHER, Micrathyria hagenii (photo available)

ORTHOPTERA (GRASSHOPPERS, CRICKETS AND KATYDIDS)

TETTIGONIIDAE (KATYDIDS AND LONG-HORNED GRASSHOPPERS)


KATYDID, unknown species

MANTODEA (MANTIDS)

MANTIDAE (PRAYING MANTIDS)


PRAYING MANTIS, unknown species - Observed egg case only.

ISOPTERA (TERMITES)

TERMITIDAE (SOLDIERLESS, DESERT, AND NASUTIFORM TERMITES)


DESERT TERMITE, unknown species - Observed mud tubes only.

NEUROPTERA (DOBSONFLIES, LACEWINGS, ANTLIONS)

CHRYSOPIDAE (GREEN LACEWINGS)


GREEN LACEWING, unknown species

MYRMELEONIDAE (ANTLIONS)


ANTLION adult, Myrmeleon sp.

COLEOPTERA (BEETLES)

CARABIDAE (GROUND BEETLES)

BOMBARDIER BEETLE, possibly Brachinus sp.

Lepidoptera (Butterflies AND MOTHS)

PAPILIONIDAE (SWALLOWTAILS)

GIANT SWALLOWTAIL, Papilio cresphontes 

PIERIDAE (WHITES AND YELLOWS)

SOUTHERN DOGFACE, Colias cesonia

LARGE ORANGE SULPHUR, Phoebis agarithe

LYSIDE SULPHUR,  Kricogonia lyside

LITTLE YELLOW, Eurema lisa

DAINTY SULPHUR, Nathalis iole
LYCAENIDAE (GOSSAMER WINGS)

WESTERN PYGMY BLUE, Brephidium exile

NYMPHALIDAE (BRUSHFOOTS)

AMERICAN SNOUT, Libytheana bachmanii
GULF FRITILLARY, Agraulis vanillae
ELADA CHECKERSPOT, Texola elada (photo available)

VESTA CRESCENT, Phyciodes vesta (photo available)


RED ADMIRAL, Vanessa atalanta
HACKBERRY EMPEROR, Asterocampa celtis
EMPRESS LEILIA, Asterocampa leilia

HESPERIIDAE (SKIPPERS)

SICKLE-WINGED SKIPPER, Achlyodes thraso
YPONOMEUTIDAE (ERMINE MOTHS)


ERMINE MOTH, Atteva punctella
HYMENOPTERA (BEES, ANTS AND WASPS)

FORMICIDAE (ANTS)


MYRMICINAE (HARVESTER ANTS)


RED HARVESTER ANT, possilby Pogonomyrmex barbatus

BLACK HARVESTER ANT, unknown species

VESPIDAE (VESPID WASPS)


PAPER WASP, Polistes sp., possibly P. exclamans - Observed on nest.

SPHECIDAE (SPHECID WASPS)


BLUE MUD DAUBER, possibly Chalybion californicum
THREAD-WAISTED WASP, unknown species (photo available)







