Fauna Observed on San Rodolfo Ranch, Starr County

During Visit October 21, 2004

By Lisa Williams

A one-day biological survey of the approximately 1,500-acre San Rodolfo Ranch located in northern Starr County was conducted on October 21, 2004.  The Nature Conservancy's Botanist, Bill Carr, who was also present, compiled a detailed botanical report , q.v. The weather was unseasonably hot (>95º F.) and very windy.  It is likely that these conditions kept many birds and other animals under cover during our visit. Therefore, this report constitutes a preliminary survey for faunal elements and does not fully represent the fauna of the tract.

A few species of some conservation interest that could be present on the property, but were not observed during our visit, include:   OLIVE SPARROW (Arremonops rufivirgatus; G5S4B), CASSIN'S SPARROW (Aimophila cassinii; G5/S4B), BERLANDIER'S or TEXAS TORTOISE (Gopherus berlandieri; G4S3 - State Listed Threatened), TEXAS HORNED LIZARD (Phrynosoma cornutum; G4G5S4 - State Listed Threatened), and TEXAS INDIGO SNAKE (Drymarchon corais erebennus; G4T4S4 - State Listed Threatened).

VERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

BIRDS

Species marked with an asterisk (*) were not observed during this visit, but are known to occur on the property either from observations on previous visits or landowner reports.

*TURKEY VULTURE, Cathartes aura aura (Linnaeus)

HARRIS' HAWK, Parabuteo unicinctus harrisi (Audubon)

CRESTED CARACARA, Caracara cheriway
AMERICAN KESTREL, Falco sparverius sparverius Linnaeus

*WILD TURKEY, Meleagris gallopavo intermedia Sennett

NORTHERN BOBWHITE, Colinus virginianus texanus (Lawrence)

SCALED QUAIL, Callipepla squamata castanogastris Brewster

*MOURNING DOVE, Zenaida macroura
*INCA DOVE, Columbina inca
COMMON GROUND-DOVE, Columbina passerina pallescens (Baird)
GREATER ROADRUNNER, Geococcyx californianus (Lesson)

GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER, Melanerpes aurifrons aurifrons (Wagler)

*VERMILION FLYCATCHER, Pyrocephalus rubinus mexicanus Sclater

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, Mimus polyglottos
NORTHERN CARDINAL, Cardinalis cardinalis
*PYRRHULOXIA, Cardinalis sinuatus sinuatus Bonaparte

*BLUE GROSBEAK, Passerina caerulea
MAMMALS

Species marked with an asterisk (*) were not observed during this visit, but are known to occur on the property either from observations on previous visits or landowner reports.

*BLACK-TAILED JACKRABBIT, Lepus californicus
GROUND SQUIRREL, Spermophilus sp.

TEXAS POCKET GOPHER, Geomys personatus - Observed mounds only.

KANGAROO RAT, Dipodomys sp. - Observed mounds only; multiple openings in mounds with tracks.

*COLLARED PECCARY (JAVELINA), Tayassu tajacu  

*WHITE-TAILED DEER, Odocoileus virginianus
AMPHIBIANS

RIO GRANDE LEOPARD FROG, Rana berlandieri
REPTILES
A small pale lizard was observed several times in sandy roadways on the ranch, but we did not attempt to capture any specimens.  This lizard could be KEELED EARLESS LIZARD, Holbrookia propinqua propinqua (G3?S3?) , a species that is tracked by The Nature Conservancy's Texas Conservation Data Center. These lizards occur in open, sandy areas with fair forb and grass cover, such as that found in many areas on the ranch, typically in disturbed areas resulting from excavation by rodents such as Geomys personatus or Dipodomys sp.  The species is known to occur at another private ranch only a couple of miles to the north.
TEXAS SPOTTED WHIPTAIL, Cnemidophorus gularis gularis
RIBBON SNAKE, Thamnophis proximus, possibly ARID LAND RIBBON SNAKE, Thamnophis proximus diabolicus
INVERTEBRATE FAUNA OBSERVED

ARANEAE (SPIDERS)

ARANEIDAE (ORBWEAVERS)


ORBWEAVER, unknown species (photo available)

SPINY-BACKED ORBWEAVER, Gasteracantha cancriformis
OXYOPIDAE (LYNX SPIDERS)


LYNX SPIDER, Peucetia sp., possibly GREEN LYNX SPIDER, Peucetia viridans (photos available)

INSECTS

ODONATA (DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES)

AESHNIDAE (DARNERS)


COMMON GREEN DARNER, Anax junius
LIBELLULIDAE (SKIMMERS)

ROSEATE SKIMMER, Orthemis ferruginea
VARIEGATED MEADOWHAWK, Sympetrum corruptum

Red-MANTLED Saddlebags, Tramea onusta
COENAGRIONIDAE (NARROW-WINGED DAMSELFLIES)


BLUET, possibly Enallagma sp.


CITRINE FORKTAIL, Ischnura hastata
COLEOPTERA (BEETLES)

CARABIDAE (GROUND BEETLES)

BOMBARDIER BEETLE, Brachinus sp.

SCARABAEIDAE (SCARAB BEETLES), SCARABAEINAE (DUNG BEETLES)


DUNG BEETLE, unknown species (photos available)


RAINBOW SCARAB, Phaneus sp. (photos available)

LYCIDAE (NET-WINGED BEETLES)


NET-WINGED BEETLE, possibly Calopteron sp. (photos available)

CERAMBYCIDAE (LONG-HORNED BEETLES)


FLOWER LONG-HORN, possibly Mannophorus laetus (photos available)

Lepidoptera (Butterflies AND MOTHS)

Species marked with an asterisk (*) were observed and photographed during a visit on April 16, 2003.

PAPILIONIDAE (SWALLOWTAILS)

PIPEVINE SWALLOWTAIL, Battus philenor

GIANT SWALLOWTAIL, Papilio cresphontes 

PIERIDAE (WHITES AND YELLOWS)

SOUTHERN DOGFACE, Colias cesonia (photo available)

DAINTY SULPHUR, Nathalis iole
LYCAENIDAE (GOSSAMER WINGS)


GRAY HAIRSTREAK, Strymon melinus (photo available)

REAKIRT'S BLUE, Hemiargus isola (photo available)

NYMPHALIDAE (BRUSHFOOTS)

AMERICAN SNOUT, Libytheana bachmanii
GULF FRITILLARY, Agraulis vanillae
THEONA CHECKERSPOT, Thessalia theona (photos available)

BORDERED PATCH, Chlosyne lacinia (photos available)

VESTA CRESCENT, Phyciodes vesta


*AMERICAN PAINTED LADY, Vanessa virginiensis (photos available)

COMMON MESTRA, Mestra amymone
QUEEN, Danaus gilippus
HESPERIIDAE (SKIPPERS)

*FUNEREAL DUSKYWING, Erynnis funeralis (photos available)

GEOMETRIDAE (GEOMETER MOTHS)


GEOMETER MOTH, Erastria decrepitaria esperanza  (photo available)

ARCTIIDAE (TIGER MOTHS)


SALTMARSH MOTH caterpillar, Estigmene acrea (photos available)


MILKWEED TIGER MOTH caterpillar, possibly Euchaetes bolteri (photos available)

HYMENOPTERA (BEES, ANTS AND WASPS)

VESPIDAE (VESPID WASPS)


PAPER WASP, Polistes sp., possibly P. exclamans






