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Starr County, North of Rio Grande City
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Lee Elliott, Lisa Williams, Bill Carr
The site was made up of shrublands and woodlands with a diverse assemblage of Taumalipan Thornscrub shrub species.  Shallow ridge range sites were dominated by relatively low-stature shrub species.  These sites were often dominated by Guajillo (Acacia berlandieri) and Cenizo (Leucophyllum frutescens).  Shrub cover, often as much as 60%, was typically about 1 m in height on these gravelly ridges.  Sandy loam range sites, apparently on  Copita fine sandy loam, were often dominated by somewhat taller brush.  These areas typically had more significant shrub cover (approximately 70%), with shrubs often reaching 2.5 m in height.  These shrublands were frequently punctuated by scattered emergent Mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa).   Deeper soils graded into a sparse Mesquite woodland with scattered trees to 3 or 4 m in height.  Ramaderos (drainages with deeper soils) had a well-developed woodland with 50% canopy cover and trees reaching 4 to 5 m in height.  The ramadero vegetation often had a relatively dense shrub understory (often greater than 70% at 2 to 3 m in height).  Snake-eyes (Phaulothamnus spinescens), Whitebrush (Aloysia gratissima), and Granjeno (Celtis pallida) are often shrub dominants in these woodlands.

BIRDS OBSERVED

TURKEY VULTURE, Cathartes aura aura (Linnaeus)

HARRIS'S HAWK, Parabuteo unicinctus harrisi (Audubon)

CRESTED CARACARA, Caracara plancus auduboni (Cassin)

PLAIN CHACHALACA, Ortalis vetula mccalli (Baird)

MOURNING DOVE, Zenaida macroura marginella (Woodhouse)

WHITE-TIPPED DOVE, Leptotila verreauxi angelica Bangs & Penard

GREATER ROADRUNNER, Geococcyx californianus (Lesson)

GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER, Melanerpes aurifrons aurifrons (Wagler)

LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER, Picoides scalaris symplectus (Oberholser)

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER, Myiarchus cinerascens cinerascens (Lawrence)

GREAT KISKADEE, Pitangus sulphuratus texanus van Rossem

WHITE-EYED VIREO, Vireo griseus micrus Nelson
GREEN JAY, Cyanocorax yncas luxuosus (Lesson)

VERDIN, Auriparus flaviceps ornatus (Lawrence)

CACTUS WREN, Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus couesi Sharpe

BEWICK'S WREN, Thryomanes bewickii (Audubon)

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, Polioptila caerulea caerulea (Linnaeus)

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD, Mimus polyglottus leucopterus (Vigors)

CURVE-BILLED THRASHER, Toxostoma curvirostre oberholseri Law.
LONG-BILLED THRASHER, Toxostoma longirostre sennetti (Ridgway)

OLIVE SPARROW, Arremonops rufivirgatus rufivirgatus (Lawrence)
NORTHERN CARDINAL, Cardinalis cardinalis canicaudus Chapman
PYRRHULOXIA, Cardinalis sinuatus sinuatus Bonaparte

MAMMALS (OR MAMMAL SIGN) OBSERVED

SOUTHERN PLAINS WOODRAT, Neotoma micropus
COTTONTAIL, Sylvilagus sp.

BLACK-TAILED JACKRABBIT, Lepus californicus

COMMON RACOON, Procyon lotor

SPOTTED GROUND SQUIRREL, Spermophilus spilosoma

INVERTEBRATES OBSERVED

GASTROPODA (SNAILS)
SOUTH TEXAS TREE SNAIL, Rabdotus alternatus

LEPIDOPTERA (BUTTERFLIES)
DAINTY SULPHUR, Nathalis iole
WAYPT
LATITUDE
LONGITUDE
DATE
COMMENT

001
26.48379
-98.77999
03-APR-02
Gate

002
26.48197
-98.77990
03-APR-02
Shrubland with approximately 70% cover with many shrubs reaching 2.5 m in height.  Little to no herbaceous cover.  Scattered individuals of Prosopis glandulosa are emergent above the shrub layer.  The diverse shrub layer includes the following species: Acacia rigidula, Sideroxylon celastrina, Leucophyllum frutescens, Ziziphus obtusifolia, Guaiacum angustifolium, Opuntia leptocaulis, Opuntia lindheimeri, Celtis pallida, Jatropha dioica, Castela erecta, Gochnatia hypoleuca, Scaefferia cuneifolia, Karwinskia humboldtiana, and Yucca treculeana. 

003
26.47222
-98.77869
03-APR-02
Acacia berlandieri-Leucophyllum frutescens shrubland with 60% cover at about 1 m height on gravelly ridges.  Shrubland is sparser (30% cover) in some areas.  Opuntia leptocaulis is common.  Acacia rigidula is fairly common.  Present are Karwinskia humboldtiana, Yucca treculeana, Jatropha dioica, Guaiacum angustifolium, and Opuntia lindheimeri.

004
26.47225
-98.77825
03-APR-02
Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii.  Lycium berlandieri is present as are Krameria ramosissima and Gochnatia hypoleuca.  Salvia ballotiflora is fairly common.

005
26.46828
-98.78299
03-APR-02
OLIVE SPARROW, Arremonops rufivirgatus, heard singing.  Sparse Prosopis glandulosa woodland with some scattered trees reaching 3 to 4 m in height.  Soils are fairly deep.  Guaiacum angustifolium, Opuntia leptocaulis, and Celtis pallida are common.  Present are Phaulothamnus spinescens, Karwinskia humboldtiana, Opuntia lindheimeri, and Ziziphus obtusifolia.  Pennisetum ciliare is common as the herbaceous understory.

006
26.47697
-98.78693
03-APR-02
Ramadero of a woodland with 50% canopy cover at about 4 m in height.  Acacia farnesiana and Prosopis glandulosa are dominants.  Aloysia gratissima is common.  Fairly common are Phaulothamnus spinescens and Celtis pallida.  Parkinsonia aculeata is present.  In open areas, Teucrium cubense, Phyla sp., Helenium sp., and Parthenium hysterophorus may be found.  GREEN JAYS were heard in this area.

007
26.47954
-98.79514
03-APR-02
Coursetia axillaris found in a Prosopis glandulosa woodland with scattered individuals of emergent trees to 4 m in height.  Shrub cover is approximately 70% at 2 to 3 m in height.  Shrub species found in the area include: Bernardia myricifolia, Acacia rigidula, Celtis palida, Acacia berlandieri, Diospyros texana, Guaiacum angustifolium, Zanthoxylum fagara, Aloysia gratissima, Sideroxylon celastrinum, Colubrina texensis, Amyris texana, Carlowrighti sp., and Karwinskia humboldtiana.

008
26.47303
-98.79557
03-APR-02
Outcrop of Goliad formation with a sparse, low shrubland dominated by Acacia berlandieri and Leucophyllum frutescens with about 40% cover at less than 1 m height.  Krameria ramosissima is conspicuous in the understory.

009
26.47250
-98.79511
03-APR-02
Another Goliad outcrop.

010
26.47260
-98.79481
03-APR-02
Corpyphantha macromeris var. runyonii in a sparse Acacia berlandieri-Leucophyllum frutescens shrubland.  Guaiacum angustifolium, Opuntia leptocaulis, and Lycium berlandieri are present.

011
26.47252
-98.79465
03-APR-02
Approximately ten individuals of Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii.

012
26.47290
-98.79512
03-APR-02
Approximately ten individuals of Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii.

013
26.47319
-98.79732
03-APR-02
Cleared meeting area.

014
26.47211
-98.80123
03-APR-02
Shrubland with approximately 60% canopy cover at 1.5 to 2 m height on gravelly slope.  Common constituents include Acacia rigidula, A. berlandieri, and Castela erecta.  Parkinsonia texana, Karwinskia humboldtiana, Guaiacum angustifolium, Sideroxylon celastrinum, and Condalia spathulata are present.

015
26.47473
-98.80215
03-APR-02
Coryphantha macromeris var. runyonii in an Acacia rigidula-Leucophyllum frutescens sparse gravelly shrubland.  Lycium berlandieri is present.  GREEN JAYS heard nearby.

016
26.47707
-98.80327
03-APR-02
Sparse woodland with 40% canopy cover on a relatively level area with significant clay to loam in the soil.  Scattered Prosopis glandulosa reach to 3 or 4 m in height.  Koeberlinia spinosa, Castela erecta, and Celtis pallida are common.  Fairly common are Jatropha dioica, Sideroxylon celastrinum, Guaiacum angustifolium, Ephedra antisyphilitica, and Phaulothamnus spinescens.  Present are Karwinskia humboldtiana, Ziziphus obtusifolia, Echinocereus enneacanthus, Yucca treculeana, and Ebenopsis ebano.  CHACHALACAS heard calling from this site.

017
26.47680
-98.78117
03-APR-02
Ramadero with deep soils.  Prosopis glandulosa woodland to 4 or 5 m in height.  Shrub layer of 70% cover to 2 m in height.  Common are Clematis drummondii and Phaulothamnus spinescens.  Fairly common are Guaiacum angustifolium, Zanthoxylum fagara, Aloysia gratissima, and Eupatorium odoratum.  Present are Karwinskia humboldtiana, Celtis pallida, Amyris texana, Ebenopsis ebano, Acacia wrightii, Bernardia myricifolia, Carlowrightia sp., and Croton sp.  Woodland is punctuated by clones of Sideroxylon celastrinum.
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