
Pocket Guide to 
Bag and Size Limits 
of Saltwater Fishes 

and Crabs
Effective September 1, 2025

Expires August 31, 2026
For more detailed fishing rules refer to 

OutdoorAnnual.com
or call (800) 792-1112.

Protect Seagrasses 

Do Not Uproot With Your Prop 

IT’S THE LAW 

LIFT 

POLE

DRIFT 

TROLL 

Report game or fishing violations.

(800) 792-GAME

Regulations in federal waters (>9nm from 
shore) may differ from state regulations.  

For federal information call (888) 833-1844.

Scan the code to download the app  
or visit OutdoorAnnual.com

PWD CD V3400-100B (7/25)   

TPWD complies with Federal civil rights laws and is 
committed to providing its programs and services without 
discrimination: tpwd.texas.gov/nondiscrimination

Get current fishing and 
boating regulations or 

download the free app at

OutdoorAnnual.com



Sp
ec

ie
s	

Da
ily

 B
ag

	
M

in
. S

iz
e 

(In
ch

es
)	

M
ax

. S
iz

e 
(In

ch
es

)

Am
be

rja
ck

, g
re

at
er

	
1	

38
	

No
 L

im
it

Ba
ss

, s
tri

pe
d	

5	
18

	
No

 L
im

it
Ca

tfi
sh

, g
af

fto
ps

ai
l	

No
 L

im
it	

14
	

No
 L

im
it

Co
bi

a	
1	

40
	

No
 L

im
it

Dr
um

, b
la

ck
 a

	
5	

14
	

30
 a

Dr
um

, r
ed

 b
	

3	
20

	
28

 b
Fl

ou
nd

er
 c

	
5 

c 	
15

	
No

 L
im

it
Ga

r, 
al

lig
at

or
 d

	
1	

No
 L

im
it	

No
 L

im
it

Gr
ou

pe
r, 

bl
ac

k	
4	

24
	

No
 L

im
it

Gr
ou

pe
r, 

ga
g	

2	
24

	
No

 L
im

it
Gr

ou
pe

r, 
go

lia
th

	
0	

Ca
tc

h 
&

 R
ele

as
e 

On
ly

Gr
ou

pe
r, 

Na
ss

au
	

0	
Ca

tc
h 

&
 R

ele
as

e 
On

ly
 

M
ac

ke
re

l, 
ki

ng
	

3	
27

	
No

 L
im

it
M

ac
ke

re
l, 

Sp
an

is
h	

15
	

14
	

No
 L

im
it

SP
OR

T 
AN

GL
ER

 B
AG

 A
ND

 L
EN

GT
H 

LI
M

IT
S 

OF
 S

AL
TW

AT
ER

 F
IS

HE
S 

AN
D 

CR
AB

S
NO

TE
:	

Po
ss

es
si

on
 li

m
it 

is
 tw

ic
e 

th
e 

da
ily

 b
ag

 E
XC

EP
T 

as
 li

st
ed

 b
el

ow
. T

he
re

 a
re

 n
o 

ba
g,

 p
os

se
ss

io
n 

or
 s

ize
 li

m
its

  
on

 fi
sh

 o
r c

ra
bs

 E
XC

EP
T 

as
 li

st
ed

 b
el

ow
. L

im
its

 m
ay

 c
ha

ng
e 

du
e 

to
 L

eg
is

la
tiv

e 
or

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
ct

io
n.

 A
ll 

si
ze

s 
ex

ce
pt

 a
s 

no
te

d 
ar

e 
to

ta
l l

en
gt

h.
 T

ot
al

 L
en

gt
h–

Pe
rp

en
di

cu
la

r d
is

ta
nc

e 
fro

m
 ti

p 
of

 s
no

ut
 (m

ou
th

 c
lo

se
d)

 
to

 e
xt

re
m

e 
tip

 o
f t

ai
l. 

Th
e 

ta
il 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
sq

ue
ez

ed
 to

ge
th

er
 o

r r
ot

at
ed

 to
 p

ro
du

ce
 th

e 
m

ax
im

um
 o

ve
ra

ll 
le

ng
th

.

M
ar

lin
, b

lu
e	

No
 L

im
it	

13
1	

No
 L

im
it

M
ar

lin
, w

hi
te

	
No

 L
im

it	
86

	
No

 L
im

it
M

ul
le

t e
	

No
 L

im
it	

No
 L

im
it	

12
 e

Sa
ilf

is
h	

No
 L

im
it	

84
	

No
 L

im
it

Se
at

ro
ut

, s
po

tte
d 

f 	
3	

15
	

20
 f

Sh
ar

k:
 A

tla
nt

ic
 s

ha
rp

no
se

, b
la

ck
tip

, b
on

ne
th

ea
d	

1	
24

	
No

 L
im

it
Sh

ar
k:

 H
am

m
er

he
ad

 (s
m

oo
th

, g
re

at
, s

ca
llo

pe
d)

	
1	

99
	

No
 L

im
it

Sh
ar

k:
 a

llo
w

ab
le

 s
pe

ci
es

 g
	

1	
64

	
No

 L
im

it
Sh

ar
k:

 p
ro

hi
bi

te
d 

sp
ec

ie
s 

h  
	

0	
Ca

tc
h 

&
 R

ele
as

e 
On

ly
Sh

ee
ps

he
ad

	
5	

15
	

No
 L

im
it

Sn
ap

pe
r, 

la
ne

	
No

 L
im

it	
8	

No
 L

im
it

Sn
ap

pe
r, 

re
d 

i 	
4	

15
	

No
 L

im
it

Sn
ap

pe
r, 

ve
rm

ili
on

	
No

 L
im

it	
10

	
No

 L
im

it
Sn

oo
k	

1	
24

	
28

Ta
rp

on
	

1	
85

	
No

 L
im

it
Tr

ig
ge

rfi
sh

, g
ra

y	
20

	
16

	
No

 L
im

it
Tr

ip
le

ta
il	

3	
17

	
No

 L
im

it

Bl
ue

 C
ra

b 
j 	

No
 L

im
it	

5 
j 	

No
 L

im
it

St
on

e 
Cr

ab
 k

 	
No

 L
im

it	
21 /2

 k
	

No
 L

im
it

Gh
os

t S
hr

im
p	

20
 m

	
No

 L
im

it	
No

 L
im

it

a 	
On

e 
bl

ac
k 

dr
um

 o
ve

r 5
2"

 a
llo

w
ed

 a
s 

pa
rt 

of
 th

e 
da

ily
 b

ag
.

b 	
On

e 
re

d 
dr

um
 o

ve
r 2

8"
 a

llo
w

ed
 p

er
 li

ce
ns

e 
ye

ar
 w

ith
 a

 p
ro

pe
rly

 fi
lle

d 
ou

t r
ed

 d
ru

m
 ta

g 
or

 b
on

us
 re

d 
dr

um
 ta

g.
 T

hi
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
in

 a
dd

iti
on

 to
 th

e 
da

ily
 b

ag
 li

m
it.

c 	
Fl

ou
nd

er
 d

ai
ly

 b
ag

 li
m

it 
is

 5
 fi

sh
 E

XC
EP

T 
No

v.
 1

–D
ec

. 1
4 

w
he

n 
th

e 
fis

he
ry

 is
 c

lo
se

d 
(b

ag
 li

m
it 

0)
.  

Po
ss

es
si

on
 li

m
it 

is
 e

qu
al

 to
 th

e 
da

ily
 b

ag
 li

m
it.

d 	
Se

e 
Ou

td
oo

rA
nn

ua
l.c

om
 fo

r r
ep

or
tin

g 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t. 
e 	

M
ay

 n
ot

 ta
ke

 fr
om

 p
ub

lic
 w

at
er

s 
or

 p
os

se
ss

 o
n 

bo
ar

d 
a 

bo
at

 m
ul

le
t o

ve
r 1

2"
 d

ur
in

g 
Oc

t.,
 N

ov
., 

De
c.

, a
nd

 J
an

.  
No

 li
m

its
 a

pp
ly

 d
ur

in
g 

ot
he

r m
on

th
s.

f 		
On

e 
sp

ot
te

d 
se

at
ro

ut
 o

ve
r 2

8"
 a

llo
w

ed
 p

er
 li

ce
ns

e 
ye

ar
 w

ith
 a

 p
ro

pe
rly

 fi
lle

d 
ou

t s
po

tte
d 

se
at

ro
ut

 ta
g 

or
 b

on
us

 s
po

tte
d 

se
at

ro
ut

 ta
g.

 T
hi

s 
co

un
ts

 in
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 th
e 

da
ily

 b
ag

 li
m

it.
g 	

Se
e 

Ou
td

oo
rA

nn
ua

l.c
om

 fo
r s

pe
ci

al
 h

oo
k 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 w
he

n 
fis

hi
ng

 fo
r s

ha
rk

.
h	

Pr
oh

ib
ite

d 
sh

ar
k 

sp
ec

ie
s 

ar
e 

as
 fo

llo
w

s:
 A

tla
nt

ic
 a

ng
el

, B
as

ki
ng

, B
ig

ey
e 

sa
nd

 ti
ge

r, 
Bi

ge
ye

 s
ix

gi
ll,

 B
ig

ey
e 

th
re

sh
er

, 
Bi

gn
os

e,
 C

ar
ib

be
an

 re
ef

, C
ar

ib
be

an
 s

ha
rp

no
se

, D
us

ky
, G

al
ap

ag
os

, L
on

gf
in

 m
ak

o,
 N

ar
ro

w
to

ot
h,

 N
ig

ht
, O

ce
an

ic
 

W
hi

te
tip

, S
an

db
ar

, S
an

d 
tig

er
, S

ev
en

gi
ll,

 S
ho

rtf
in

 m
ak

o,
 S

ilk
y,

 S
ix

gi
ll,

 S
m

al
lta

il,
 W

ha
le

, W
hi

te
. 

i 	
Re

d 
sn

ap
pe

r m
ay

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
us

in
g 

po
le

 a
nd

 li
ne

, b
ut

 it
 is

 u
nl

aw
fu

l t
o 

us
e 

an
y 

ho
ok

 o
th

er
 th

an
 a

 c
irc

le
 h

oo
k.

j 	
M

ay
 n

ot
 re

ta
in

 o
r p

os
se

ss
 e

gg
-b

ea
rin

g 
(s

po
ng

e)
 c

ra
bs

 o
r f

em
al

e 
cr

ab
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
ha

d 
th

e 
ap

ro
n 

re
m

ov
ed

.  
Bl

ue
 c

ra
bs

 a
re

 m
ea

su
re

d 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

w
id

es
t p

oi
nt

 o
f t

he
 b

od
y 

fro
m

 ti
p 

of
 s

pi
ne

 to
 ti

p 
of

 s
pi

ne
.

k 	
On

ly
 th

e 
rig

ht
 c

la
w

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
ta

in
ed

. T
he

 b
od

y 
m

us
t b

e 
re

tu
rn

ed
 im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 to

 th
e 

w
at

er
 fr

om
 w

hi
ch

 it
 w

as
 ta

ke
n.

 
Cl

aw
s 

ar
e 

m
ea

su
re

d 
fro

m
 th

e 
tip

 o
f t

he
 im

m
ov

ab
le

 c
la

w
 to

 th
e 

fir
st

 jo
in

t b
eh

in
d 

th
e 

cl
aw

.
m

	M
ay

 n
ot

 p
os

se
ss

 m
or

e 
th

an
 2

0 
gh

os
t s

hr
im

p 
pe

r p
er

so
n 

at
 a

ny
 ti

m
e.


