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Bowfin
Typically under 10 pounds; in slow-moving  
rivers, swamps and reservoirs across the  
eastern US; elongated body, long dorsal fin 
running most of its back, rounded tail. 

Channel Catfish
Typically under 24 inches; in Texas rivers and 
reservoirs; slender, scaleless body, deeply forked 
tail, and long barbels (“whiskers”) around mouth.

Blue Catfish
Typically under 20 pounds, can grow over 100 
pounds; in rivers and reservoirs of central and 
south US; smooth, bluish-gray body, deeply 
forked tail, prominent barbels around mouth. 

Flathead Catfish
Typically under 30 pounds, can grow over 100 
pounds; in Texas rivers and reservoirs; broad, 
flat head, mottled brown to yellow body, and 
squared tail rather than forked tail.

Largemouth Bass
Can reach 16 inches in 3 years; native to much 
of North America, introduced widely in rivers, 
lakes and reservoirs; upper jaw extends past 
the eye.

Guadalupe Bass
State fish of Texas; under 1 pound; native to 
central Texas streams, prefers flowing water; 
upper jaw extends to the eye.

Bluegill
Under 1 pound; in Texas ponds, reservoirs and 
rivers; dark spot at the rear dorsal fin, small 
mouth.

Common Carp 
Typically 12 to 25 inches; widely distributed 
across North America, Europe and Asia;  
deep-bodied, bronze to golden scales, two  
pairs of barbels near mouth. 

Alligator Gar  
Typically under 6 feet, can grow over 200 
pounds; inhabiting slow-moving rivers and  
reservoirs across the southern US; torpedo-
shaped body, armored diamond-shaped scales, 
and long snout with sharp teeth. 

Spotted Gar   
Up to 3 feet in length; in slow-moving rivers,  
reservoirs and backwaters across the Gulf 
states; long, narrow snout filled with sharp 
teeth, olive-green body, scattered dark spots. 
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Redear Sunfish
Up to 1 pound; in reservoirs, ponds and slow 
rivers across southeastern US; deep, laterally 
compressed body, distinctive red or orange 
edge on gill cover. 

Redbreast Sunfish
Typically under 1 pound; common in Texas  
rivers, streams and reservoirs; bright orange to 
red breast, elongated opercular (“ear”) flap. 

Striped Bass
Typically 5 to 25 pounds, can grow over 50 
pounds; native to the Atlantic coast, stocked in 
Texas inland reservoirs; silvery body with 7 or 
8 horizontal black stripes, 2 tooth patches and 
2 sharp points on gill cover.  

Green Sunfish  
6 to 8 inches; in ponds, reservoirs and streams 
across Texas; deep body with a greenish-olive 
coloration, blue streaks on cheeks. 

Rio Grande Cichlid   
6 to 12 inches; often found in warm Texas rivers 
and reservoirs; gray to olive body, bright blue-
green spots, a pronounced forehead hump in 
mature males.

White Bass   
Typically 1/2 to 2 pounds; in rivers and reser-
voirs throughout the central US; silver body 
with faint horizontal stripes, a deep, laterally  
compressed shape, 1 tooth patch and 1 sharp 
point on gill cover. 

Warmouth  
4 to 10 inches; in ponds, reservoirs and streams 
across Texas; mottled brown to olive coloration, 
distinct red eyes with dark radiating streaks on 
cheeks.

Black Crappie  
Typically less than 2 pounds; commonly found 
in reservoirs and slow-moving rivers across 
North America; deep, laterally compressed 
body, irregular or mottled black spots. 

Freshwater Drum   
Typically under 10 pounds; widely distributed in 
rivers and reservoirs throughout North America; 
deep, laterally compressed body with a silvery-
gray coloration, a rounded head, distinctive 
humpbacked profile behind the head.

Longear Sunfish   
Up to 6 inches; in streams and reservoirs in 
Texas; vibrant orange-red body, blue-green 
markings on the head, and elongated opercular 
(“ear”) flap with a white edge.

White Crappie    
Typically less than 2 pounds; in reservoirs and 
slow-moving rivers throughout the central and 
eastern US; silvery body with vertical dark bars. 

Rainbow Trout     
Typically under 5 pounds; introduced and 
stocked in streams across Texas during  
winter months; silvery sides with a pink to  
red horizontal stripe, small black spots  
scattered across its back, fins, and tail.


