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Gulf Menhaden 
Up to 10 inches; large dark spot behind gill 
opening; plankton feeders that are a common 
prey item for larger fish; found in shallow waters.

Crevalle Jack 
Average 2 to 5 pounds; dark spot on gill cover 
and convex forehead separate from other jack-
fish; feed on mullet, crab and other fish; known 
to be strong fighters. 

Atlantic Stingray
Wingspan up to 24 inches; smallest and most 
common inshore stingray in Texas waters; live 
on or near bottom; have poison-producing spine 
protruding from tail; most “attacks” occur when 
stepping on ray.  

Atlantic Sharpnose Shark
Grow to 36 inches; most common inshore shark 
in Texas; narrow pointed snout with brown olive 
color above; scavengers that feed on squid, 
shrimp and small fish. 

Red Drum 
Saltwater fish of Texas; can reach 5 feet, over 
50 pounds; black spot at the base of tail; young 
prefer shallow, bay water, adults migrate to the 
Gulf.

Black Drum 
Average 2 pounds, can reach 80 pounds; barbels 
or whiskers on chin; vertical stripes, absent in 
adults; found in shallow bays to Gulf waters. 

Spotted Seatrout
Averages 1-1/2 to 3 pounds; silvery sides with 
numerous black spots; distinctive canine teeth 
on upper jaw; found in shallow waters near sea 
grass beds, reefs or marshes.

Striped Mullet  
Grow 9 to 19-1/2 inches; tend to school close 
to shores; common prey item seen jumping to 
evade predators; mostly used for bait.  

Snook  
Reach 36 inches, 57 pounds; distinct lateral line 
and jutting underjaw; found in Port Isabel and 
Rio Grande drainage, South Texas; prized game 
fish; eats crab, shrimp, and fish.  

King Mackerel    
Grow to 66 inches, 70 pounds; silvery sides 
and greenish above; close to shore or may be 
100 miles offshore; popular offshore gamefish; 
prefer ribbonfish and mullet for prey.  

TEXAS COMMON

Saltwater
Fishes



Atlantic Croaker 
Average 1/2 to 2 pounds; five pairs of chin barbels 
or “whiskers” and brown vertical stripes;  
commonly used for bait; found on soft bottom. 

Pinfish
Around 5 inches; dark spot on shoulder; feed 
on amphipods and are a main prey item for 
larger fish; common fish caught near the shore. 

Gafftopsail Catfish
Average 2-1/2 pounds; named for dorsal fin that 
rises like a sail; feeds near the bottom on shrimp, 
small crabs, and baitfish; dorsal and pectoral 
fins have spines coated with toxic slime. 

Sand Seatrout  
Up to 20 inches; one or two upper jaw canine 
teeth; feed on fish and crustaceans; common in 
deep bays, channels and shallow Gulf. 

Pigfish   
No larger than 8 inches; mottled with irregular 
vertical bars; feed on small crustaceans and 
mollusks; abundant.

Hardhead Catfish   
Average 10 inches or 1/2 pound; dorsal and 
pectoral fins have spines with toxic slime;  
voracious feeders for any type of natural bait. 

Southern Flounder  
Grow to 36 inches, over 12 pounds; a flatfish 
that lies and swims along the bottom on their 
side; fish baits on or near the bottom; excellent 
table fare. 

Ladyfish  
Up to 3 pounds; closely related to tarpon; 
known for their fighting ability; long, slender 
body; feeds on shrimp, squid and fish.  

Tripletail   
Average 5 to 15 pounds; deep-bodied fish that      
floats on the water surface; mistaken for floating 
debris; feed on live shrimp, crabs and small fish. 

Sheepshead   
Grow to 25 inches, 13 pounds; distinctive black 
and white vertical bars; large incisor-like teeth 
(human-like); near pilings and structures; feed 
on barnacles and shellfish. 

Tarpon    
Grow to 8 feet and over 300 pounds; large flat 
scales and underslung jaw; spectacular jumping 
ability; numbers have declined in recent time. 

Red Snapper      
Average 2 to 4 pounds, but can reach over 
50 pounds; located primarily near structures 
in deeper water — artificial reefs, oil rigs, etc.; 
feed on crab, squid, shrimp and small fish. 


