
Aquatic Roots 
Background 
Flora & Fauna of South Texas 
 
Common Vegetation 
 

 

Black lace cactus 
Runyon's cory cactus 
Sugarberry 
Brasil 
Anaqua 
Freeno 
Great leadtree 
Retama 
 
 

Texas ebony 
Southern live oak 
Saffron plum 
Texas kidneywood 
Honey mesquite 
Texas wild olive 
Desert yaupon 
Fiddlewood 
 

Duckweed 
Saltmarsh spikerush 
Common cattail 
Smartweed 
Live oak 
Wax myrtle 
Plantain 
Silverleaf sunflower 
Panic grass

 
 
Common Wildlife 
 
Coati 
Chachalaca 
Caracara 
Road runner 
Ferruginous pygmy-owl 
Green jay 

 
 
Elf owl 
Texas tortoise 
Indigo snake 
Texas longnose snake 
Mexican Burrowing toad 
Anis 

 
 
Redwing blackbirds 
Swallowtail butterflies 
Leopard frogs 
Indigo snakes 
Catfish 
Sunfish 

 
 
Rare Plants & Habitats 
 
Ashy dogweed: Mesquite grassland openings of thorny shrublands on deep, sandy soils 
Johnston's frankenia: rocky hillsides or saline clay loam flats within openings of thorny shrublands 
Star cactus: Openings of thorny shrublands on rocky clay loam soils 
Texas ayenia: Subtropical woodlands on alluvial deposits on flood plains and terraces of the Rio Grande 
Walkers manioc: Openings of thorny shrublands on sandy loam soil

 
Rare Animals & Habitats 
 
Jaguarundi, Ocelot: Dense, thorny, low brush 
 
 
Exotic Invasive Plants 
 
African tamarisk Tamarix africana  
Angleton bluestem Dichanthium aristatum  
Bermudagrass Cynodon dactylon  
Brazilian peppertree Schinus terebinthifolius  
Buffelgrass Pennisetum ciliare  
Carrotwood Tree Cupaniopsis anacardioides  
Castor Bean Ricinus communis  
Chinaberry Melia azedarach 
Chinese tallow tree Triadica sebifera  
Five hook bassia Bassia hyssopifolia 
Giant reed Arundo donax 
Goldenrain tree Koelreuteria paniculata  
 

 
Guineagrass Urochloa maxima  
Ice plant Mesembryanthemum crystallinum 
Italian thistle Carduus tenuiflorus 
Kleberg bluestem Dichanthium annulatum  
Milk thistle Silybum marianum  
Mustard Brassica sp.  
Popinac Leucaena leucocephala 
Perennial pepperweed Lepidium latifolium 
Russian thistle Salsola tragus 
Salt cedar Tamarix ramosissima   
Spanish broom Spartium junceum 
Sweet fennel Foeniculum vulgare 
Yellow star thistle Centaurea solstitialis 

 

 


