Texas Waters Webinar

Stewardship for
Birds in Agquatic &
Riparian Habitats

RUFUSSTEPHENSCERTIFIEDWILDLIFEBIOLOGIST



Bilodiversity encompasses life at  all

scales, Including individual organisms,
populations, and ecosystems.

Every small part is significant.

Every small action we do to promote and
protect biodiversity Is significant.
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In LAND STEWARDSHIP FOR BIRDS

we work to ENHANCE BIRD HABITAWIkere

they f

Ind cover, food, water and a place to

breed




LAND STEWARDSHIP FOR BIRDS In
AQUATIC & RIPARIAN HABITATS

A OVERVIEWOF LAND STEWARDSHIP

A BIRDSAS AN INDICATOR FOR GOOD RIPARIAN
STEWARDSHIP

A EXAMPLESOF HABITATSAND BIRD
REQUIREMENTS

A LAND STEWARDSHIFTOOLS AND TECHNIQUES



What is LAND STEWARDSHIP?

ACAREFULAND RESPONSIBLEMIANAGEMENT OF
LAND ENTRUSTEDO ONEGS CARE

APRIVATELANDOWNERSHAVE A TREMENDOUS
RESPONSIBILITXND OPPORTUNITYTO MAKE A
DIFFERENCRAS WE CHANGE OUR RELATIONSHIP
WITHNATUREFROM ONE OF EXPLOITATIONTO
ONE OF COLLABORATION



Why Birds?

A BIRDSARE CHARISMATIC
SPECIES

A BIRDSREPRESENJIVERSITY

A  WHEN BIRDSFLOURISHOTHERS
WILDLIFEDOESTOO.

A BIRDSCAN BENEFIFROM
HABITATIMPROVEMENT

A BIRDSNEEDOURHELP




Bird abundance has declineZb%
In the last 50 years!

Net loss approaches billion birds.

From: Rosenberg et al., Science 366,123
(2019) 4 October 2019



Birds have
declined in all
major North
American
biomes except

wetlands
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Orchard Oriole Icterusspuriug
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Mone Counted

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) Distribution of the Orchard Oriole
(2011-2015)
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Orchard Oriole Texas BBS Trend

: ~80% Decline
In 50 Years!
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Yellow -billed Cuckoo
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Yellow -billed Cuckoo
Texas Statewide BBS Trend
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~50% Decline
In 50 Years!



Poll Question
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i Ag Valuation?
+ Wildlife Tax Valuation?

i or work with landowners with an Ag or
Wildlife Tax Valuation

i None of the above



Acres under Wildlife Management in Texas
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Source: Texas Land Trends, Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute
http://txlandtrends.org/




Steps to Stewardship for Birds

A Identify Your Habitats
I Different Types

I Quality!

A Select Target Bird Species for Each Habitat
I 2-3 Species per Habitat Type

A Determine what Stewardship Practices you are
going to do to improve your selected bird
habitats.
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Healthy riparian
habitat?







_ Riparian Habitat




Summer Tanager Negeps:

Priority Bird A About 2227 acres/nesting pair
spring and summer ;0 e understory plants.
A Diverse canopy plants.
AbSatap@an@FF (K
A Many insects.
A Fairly closed canopy.

WHAT TO DO FOR THIS BIRD
A Exclude livestock

A Trap and dispatch cowbirds
A Control deer and cedar.

A Control RIFA/no broad
spectrum insecticides




Summer Tanager
Habitat




NEEDS: Orchard Oriole

A Trees and shrubs mid Priority Bird
level canopy spring and summer
AbSal-an@n@FF &

ground

A Young are fed insects wit
adults also eating mostly
Insects and some fruit

WHAT TO DO FOR THIS BIRD:

A Control livestock use of
riparian habitat

A Control deer overpopulation
A Control cowbird parasitism

A Avoid broad spectrum
Insecticides




Orchard Oriole
Habitat



