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Question 4

A Riparian area includes

A) ephemeral streams

B) permanent water bodies 

C) floodplains and up near-slopes that drain into the water

D) All of the above. 



RIPARIAN - relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers and streams

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Understand what makes a riparian area unique.Definition - relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers and streams.A Riparian Corridor, on the other hand, is a management prescription area designed to include much of the Riparian Area. Within the riparian corridor management prescription area, management practices are specified to maintain riparian functions and values. As a management prescription area, this includes corridors along all defined perennial and intermittent stream channels that show signs of scour, and around natural ponds, lakeshores, wetlands, springs, and seeps.



What is the role of woody debris in a 
riparian ecosystem?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Riparian Areas are functionally defined as areas with three-dimensional ecotones of interaction that include both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. They extend down into the groundwater, up above the canopy, outward across the floodplain, up the near-slopes that drain into the water, laterally into the terrestrial ecosystem, and along the watercourse at a variable width (Ilhardt et al. 2000). Intermittent and ephemeral streams are the dominant hydrologic feature yet perform the same role of moving water sediment and nutrients around the watershed, and provide riparian habitat important to birds, reptiles, etc. Lots of people ignore the riparian zones of intermittent and ephemeral streams.



Question 5

Facultative species  

A) almost always occur in wetlands. 
B) almost always occur in non-wetlands. 
C) equally likely to occur in wetlands and non-wetlands. 
D) only occur in the faculty lounge. 



Tree Species Associated With Riparian 
Areas In The Trans-Pecos
 OBL Obligate Wetland species almost always occur in wetlands (greater than 99% 

probability). 
 FACW Facultative Wetland species usually occur in wetlands (67% - 99% probability), 

but are occasionally found in non-wetlands. 
 FAC Facultative species are equally likely to occur in wetlands and non-wetlands (34% 

- 66% probability). 
 FACU Facultative Upland species usually occur in non-wetlands (67% - 99% 

probability), but are occasionally found in wetlands. 
 UPL Upland species almost always occur in non-wetlands (greater than 99% 

probability) and almost never occur in wetlands.  



Woody plants

 Cephalanthus occidentalis -
Buttonbush 

 Baccharis salicifolia – Seepwillow
baccharis



Woody Plants continued. 

 Juglans microscarpa - Little walnut, 
Nogalito

 Ungnadia speciosa - Mexican buckeye 



Riparian Trees - Mesquite Trees 
 Prosopis glandulosa Torr. var. 
glandulosa honey mesquite 

 Prosopis glandulosa Torr. var. 
torreyana western honey mesquite 

 Prosopis pubescens – Screwbean or 
Tornillo mesquite 



Riparian Trees Continued 

 Celtis laevigata – Netleaf hackberry  Fraxinus velutina – Velvet ash 



Riparian Trees - Cottonwood

 Populus deltoides wislizenii –

Rio Grande cottonwood 

 Populus angustifolia –

Narrowleaf cottonwood 

 Populus fremontii –

Frémont's cottonwood



Riparian Trees - Willow

 Salix gooddingii –

Gooding’s willow 

 Salix exigua –

Coyote willow or Narrowleaf willow 

 Salix taxifolia –

Yewleaf willow 
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