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Have you ever been to the Devils River?

A. Yes

B. No



The Devils River
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Wilderness paddling experience

Ecologically diverse

Top bass fishing experience

Spring-fed, crystal clear



Devils River

Å90 miles total, with  60 
perennially flowing 
miles

Å197,000 acre-ft/year

ÅNumerous springs 
along its length

Å Important water source 
for Lake Amistad and 
the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley

ÅOccurs at the nexus of 
three ecoregions



How many state threatened or endangered 
species call the Devils River home?

A. 1

B. 2

C. 3

D. 4

E. Over 5



Designated a TPWD Native Fish 
Conservation Area due to high 
proportion of endemic fish 
species.





Proserpine Shiner

Headwater Catfish

Conchos Pupfish 

Manantial Roundnose
Minnow

Texas Shiner

Rio Grande Darter 

Texas HornshellDevils River Minnow

Devils River
Species of Greatest Conservation Need
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Federally-Listed Species



TobuschFishhook Cactus (ST, FE)

Other Devils River
Threatened, Endangered Species

Texas Snowbell (SE, FE) Zone-Tailed Hawk (ST)

Black-Capped Vireo (SE)



Other Notable Species

One of the largest 
Mexican Free-tail 
Bat Colonies at 
Fern Cave

Monarch Butterfly 
Migration Path



Threats



What factors are threatening the future of 
the Devils River?

A. Groundwater pumping

B. Invasive species

C. Unsustainable recreation

D. All of the above



Threats to the Devils River

Invasive Species Habitat Loss Poor stewardship
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Threats to the Devils River

The most immediate and least understood threat to the river is 
large-scale groundwater pumping.



What aquifer provides baseflowsto 
the Devils River?

A. Carrizo-Wilcox

B. Edwards Trinity

C. Ogallala





Å Val Verde County falls under 
άǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜέ ƭŀǿ

ÅGCD has failed to pass 9 
times



ÅWater developers have been shopping Val Verde County 
groundwater to San Antonio, San Angelo, and rural West 
Texas counties.
ÅTexas House Natural Resources Committee held a public 

meeting September 2018 to readdress issue.
ÅConsensus was that action is needed and science should 

guide management.



ÅDevils River Watershed is over 98% privately owned.

ÅRemote location, limited access.

Barriers to Conservation


