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Texas Water Rights Primer



Waste Discharge vs. Water Right Permits



Waste Discharge vs. Water Right Permits

Reviewed every 4 -5 years



Waste Discharge vs. Water Right Permits

Reviewed every 4 -5 years a. 3 yrs
b. 10 yrs
c. 25 yrs
d. Forever



Waste Discharge vs. Water Right Permits

Reviewed every 4 -5 years FOREVER



ÂPrior to 1975, no consideration of environmental 
flows in the water right permitting process



Â In 1975, began to consider the effects, if any, 
of the issuance of a permit on the bays and 
estuaries of Texas



Â In 1985, legislation was enacted that authorized 
the inclusion of permit conditions to maintain 
beneficial inflows to the bays and estuaries and 
also required the consideration of instream flow 
uses, water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat



Appropriated Surface Water Volumes



Water Availability Map (2000)



Water Legislation

ÂSenate Bill 1

ÂSenate Bill 2

ÂSenate Bill 3



Water Legislation

ÂSenate Bill 1 (1997)

ÂWater planning conducted by regional planning groups



Water Legislation

Â Senate Bill 2 (2001)
Â Instream Flow Program

Â Conduct studies of our 
rivers and streams to 
assess flow conditions 
necessary to support a 
sound ecological 
environment



Water Legislation

ÂSenate Bill 3 (2007)

ÂSet aside water for the environment 
(both instream flows and freshwater 
inflows for bays and estuaries)







Primary Disciplines

Hydrology & Hydraulics

Physical Processes 
(Geomorphology)

Biology Water Quality

Connectivity



Biology

Fish Mussels

Riparian Vegetation



Instream Flow Components
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Instream Flow Components



Fish

74,071 individuals
49 species



Fish Sampling




