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Today’s Schedule

Introduction to the Landscape Ecology Program

6:35 PM – 6:45 PM

TPWD TEAM exercise walk through

6:45 PM – 7:15 PM

Q&A

7:15 PM – 7:30 PM

If you wish to follow along, please go to: 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/

https://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/




Texas Ecological Mapping 
Systems (EMS-TX)

 Statewide vegetation data

 Thematic Resolution
 403 mapped habitat types

 Ground verified 
 >18,000 field data points

 Anthropogenic effects
 19 Invasive vegetation types mapped



Recommendations from our Botanists

• Plant ID guides: 
 Guide to Texas Grasses. Robert Blaine Shaw
 Vascular Plants of Texas. Joseph K. Wipff, Paul 

M. Montgomery, Stanley D. Jones
 Texas Range Plants. Stephan L. Hatch, Jennifer 

Pluhar
 Illustrated Flora of East Texas. George M. 

Diggs, Jr., Barney L. Lipscomb, Monique D. 
Reed, and Robert J. O'Kennon
 Illustrated Flora of North Central Texas. 

George M. Diggs, Jr., Barney L. Lipscomb, 
Robert J. O'Kennon



POLL 1
Have you heard about TEAM 
and have you used it? 



TEAM Tool – Who, What, Why? 
Who can use TEAM? 

Anyone can use team! 
Online and free
Designed with land managers, 
landowners, educators and 
wildlife professionals in mind 



TEAM Tool – Who, What, Why? 
What is TEAM? 

TEAM-Texas Ecosystem Analytical Mapper
Google Maps Based Application
View landscape (EMS-TX) data in relation to other 
abiotic layers
Soils, hydrology, public lands, etc…
Basic GIS Analysis Tools
Create custom vegetation reports 
Team Groundtruth: Citizen science feedback tool! 



TEAM Tool – Who, What, Why? 
Why would you use TEAM?

So many reasons! 
GIS software is expensive, inaccessible, 
complicated, glitchy. 
 TEAM is free and more simplified

Supports habitat management decisions
Landscape level planning
Ecological understanding
Community involvement
Improve map accuracy 



Tips for Working with Geographic Data

1. Relax your shoulders
2. Learn and employ 
breathing techniques 
as needed

3. Be prepared for the 
worst



Tips for Working with Geographic Data

Things break and fix themselves without rhyme or reason

If you are having problems: Turn 
it off and turn it on again

Close the browser, refresh the page, 
restart computer

Try a different browser

Walk away for a few minutes

Call over an expert and show them and the problem will magically fix 
itself



POLL 2 
Where should we go for the 
TEAM quick DEMO? 



Demonstration of TEAM 

• If you want to follow along the link for 
the TEAM tool: 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/

https://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/


Let’s break down 
the layout of 
TEAM



https://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/

Open TPWD’s Texas Ecosystem Analytical Mapper

Be sure to include



Map 
Layers



Pan 
Tool

Map 
Layers
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Tool
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Tool

Map 
Layers
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Area
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Basic Google 
Maps Tools

Map 
Layers
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TEAM Ground 
Truth

Pan 
Tool

Distance 
and 
Area

Navigation 
Options

Base Map 
Options

Map 
Zoom 
LevelIdentify 

Tool

Basic Google 
Maps Tools

Map 
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County Level 
Endangered 

Species

TEAM Ground 
Truth

Pan 
Tool

Distance 
and 
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Base Map 
Options

Map 
Zoom 
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Information and 
instructions

County Level 
Endangered 

Species

TEAM Ground 
Truth

Pan 
Tool

Distance 
and 
Area

Navigation 
Options

Base Map 
Options

Map 
Zoom 
LevelIdentify 

Tool

Basic Google 
Maps Tools

Map 
Layers



Study Area 
Analysis



Ok…

Let’s Make a Map! 
Deep Breath…























































































The finished product! 



Poll 3
What is the most relevant 
way you think you could 
personally use TEAM?



Q&A Time
Ending at 7:30 pm



Thank you for coming everyone!
TPWD Landscape Ecology Program Website
http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/programs/landscape-ecology/

TEAM application
http://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/ (use in Chrome Browser for all functionality)

Contact information
Laura Miksch
laura.miksch@tpwd.texas.gov

http://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/programs/landscape-ecology/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/team/
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