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GENERAL INFORMATION



STATEWIDE COMMUNITY SCIENCE WATER 

QUALITY MONTIORING SINCE 1991

A network of trained community scientists and supportive partners 

administered through a cooperative partnership between:

https://www.meadowscenter.txstate.edu/
https://www.epa.gov/


WHERE WE ARE LOCATED



POLL 1



SCOPE



MISSION:
To facilitate environmental stewardship by empowering a statewide 

network of concerned community scientists, partners, and institutions in a 

collaborative effort to promote a healthy and safe environment through 

environmental education, data collection, and community action.

11,900+ 
Community Scientists

2,200+ 
Monitoring Sites

150+ 
Partners



TCEQ-APPROVED 
QUALITY 
ASSURANCE 
PROJECT PLAN

• Elements:

• Project Management

• Data Generation and 
Acquisition

• Assessment and 
Oversight

• Data validations, 
audits, QC measures

• Data Validation and 
Usability



STANDARD 

CORE TRAINING

Parameters include 

conductivity, dissolved 

oxygen, pH, water 

clarity, and field 

observations using a 

chemical kit



PROBE CORE 

TRAINING

Same core 

parameters 

however, 

collected using a 

digital probe kit



E. COLI BACTERIA 

TRAINING

Involves performing 

tests for E. coli 

bacteria to detect 

presence of fecal 

contamination



ADVANCED 

TRAINING

Involves performing 

tests for nitrate-

nitrogen, phosphate, 

turbidity, and 

streamflow using an 

Advanced kit



MACROINVERTEBRATE 

BIOASSESSMENT

TRAINING

Assess the health 

of your lake, river, 

stream or estuary 

based on the 

aquatic insects' 

present



RIPARIAN 

EVALUATION 

TRAINING

Assess the health of 

waterways based on 

evaluating the interface 

between land and a 

water body – known as 

riparian areas



TEXAS 

STREAM 

TEAM

PARTNER 
ORGANIZATIONS COMMUNITY 

SCIENTIST

PROGRAM 
STRUCTURE



POLL 2



WHY 

COMMUNITY 

SCIENCE 

MONITORING?

Cost 

effective

Enhanced 

data 

collection 

frequency

Increased 

monitoring 

coverage

Early 

warning 

system

Educational 

opportunity

Community 

engagement 

& 

empowerment





DATA USES
• Offers a look at the overall quality of 

watersheds and local water quality

• Assist state agencies in determining 

causes of pollution

• Supports WPP and TMDLs

• Data trends can have real world effects

• Education and outreach

• Data Summary Reports

• Research projects

• Submitted to EPA’s Water Quality 

Exchange (WQX) portal

• Submitted into the Waterways 

Dataviewer database

• Publicly accessible on our 

interactive Datamap

• In-kind funds



DATA SUMMARY 
REPORTS



PUBLIC DATAMAP



GET INVOLVED



COMMON PARTNERS

CITIES RIVER 
AUTHORITIES 

UNIVERSITIES MASTER 
NATURALISTS

REGIONAL 
COUNCILS OF 

GOVERNMENTS 



TRAINER

INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

PARTNER COMMUNITY 
SCIENTIST
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Aspen Navarro

Texas Stream Team

TxStreamTeam@TxState.edu

(512) 245-1346

www.TexasStreamTeam.org 

http://www.trashfreetexas.org/


ARTIST CREDITS

Rachel Cywinksi

Jenya Mendelenko

Cooper Peterson

Andrew Shirey

https://www.photojenya.com/
https://www.photojenya.com/
https://andrewmshirey.myportfolio.com/
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