
Native American Cultural 
Connection to Water 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
May 2021 

Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 



Presentation Abstract 
The Alabama-Coushatta culture would not exist without water. From 
the ancestors to present day citizens, this natural resource has 
sustained our people and allowed the culture to survive despite 
Americanization. Mounds, villages, and trails; baskets, pottery, and 
tools; housing material, food, and cleansing; all attributed to water. 
From the heavens to under the earth, water has been a precious 
blessing to this life and beyond. Waterways even carry names of 
Alabama-Coushatta and the people. 
 
Sharing the Tribal relationship with this important resource will 
demonstrate better partnerships for longtime water conservancy. 
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• Map shown recreated for 
TXDOT Tribal Histories 
Project 2019-2020 

• Original map drawn by 
Howard N. Martin for 
1980s Polk County 
highways project 

• Martin was an unofficial 
Tribal Historian from 
1970s to 1996 

• Routes identified from 
historic Texas GLO maps 
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“Presented to Alabama-Coushatta 
Indians in Recognition of the Services 
to the Confederacy by Robert E Lee 
Chapter UDC No. 186, Houston, Texas” 
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Which waterway was once bore a 
derivative of the Coushatta name? 

• A) Trinity River 

• B) Sabine River 

• C) Mississippi River 

• D) Tennessee River 
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What is the Motto being used to 
challenge pipeline construction? 

• A) Not Protestors, Protectors 

• B) Water is Life 

• C) Protect Water, Foil Oil 

• D) Clean Water Matters 
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What is our word for water? 

• A) Okchapi 

• B) Akmi 

• C) Oki 

• D) Mahli 
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C) Oki 





“We do not inherit the Earth from our 
ancestors, we borrow it from our children” 
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