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Austin MISA Population History: 1900 to 2010
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Urban Stream Syndrome




Stream Solutions
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Willowbrook, 15 years
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4/ Grow Zone

Ecological restoration through
managed succession

* No Mow Zone (eliminate primary
disturbance)

- Seed bank
- Woody recruitment
* Soil erosion and compaction

* Invasive species control



Grow Partnerships
Z 0 n e ¥ ———— Future Creekside Forest

-
Highly scalable ey iy
row the native forests that used to flourish

beside creeks by creating ‘grow zones”in
city parks. This area was designated as

- it Soaie e I
Non-profit “groups Zone

large trees. Volunteers, birds and squir-
rels are taking care of the planting - the
City of Austin woo't hamper this natural

Adopt-a-Creek \ (No Mowing!)  ecebymouns

Benefits of a creekside forest:

p ro g ra m « Improves the natural and beneficial functions of the floodplain

« Prevents stream bank erosion

s - I t I « Filters storm runoff, removing pollutants before they reach Iheq? :
I m p e m g m p a ns « Provides habltatmdb‘qlﬁofqu VE se_g:oupofanimals

« Provides shade thatmok&' d wal Y smperatures % “‘ o

Creek Walks/Talks ot s

« Reduces the City’s carbon footpeint

s i g n a g e , c u es to + Reduces maintenance so park staff can fotts on other park projects

www.austintexas.gov/watershed/creekside 512-974-2550

A Creekside Homeowners
SR A Guide for Coeskside Rotddents :

A and Semi-
Rgiage ks

Walor Mesds;

Lrvdgative,

Gardening Tt
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Challenges

Flood Risk!

General Notes
Plant all saplings in designated planting areas.
Space saplings approximately 3 ft apart.
Planting zone starts at bank of creek and

runs 15-25 ft perpendicular to the stream.

Plant all saplings between the marked flags that
corresponds to your assigned planting zone.

WATERSHED
.. IRYPROTECTION

Legend

Parking Area
Planting Area

Meeting Area
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Challenges



Challenges

Exotic!
Invasive!




Challenges

Access,
Trails!
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Monitoring:

« Quantify functional shifts
- Reference vs. Degraded reaches:
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Cistern

\—)—» Raingarden,

Ralnsca pe




Watershed-scale GSI

WLR 3 reach

WLR Creek Watershed




Ratio of Baseflow/Total Flow
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Single Family
Homes

167,000

WLR3 Scale
1,200 homes

Block Scale

24 homes

UT Class

5 homes
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