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Wetlands make up 4.4 %
of Texas state area
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Texas wetland types
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Groundwater recharge
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Wildlife habitat
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Natural Barriers Can Protect Shorelines ‘ Sto r m p rOte Cti O n

Wetlands A
Barrier Island
Coastal wetlands Barrier islands protect the coastlines

diminish the from dama:
power of the severe storm ge.

storm surge. Continental Shelf A
A shallow slope will potentially produce a greater storm surge than
a steep shelf.

Storm surge of 23 feet in the Gulf Coast area has the ability to inundate:

67% of all guif coastal counties 50% of rail miles 29  Airports
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Atmospheric regulation
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Socio-economic
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Coastal Wetlands

Texas Wetlands

m Tidal Flats
M Forested Serub/Shrub
m Salt Marsh

M Fresh Marsh

Inland Wetlands

2% 4%

94%

M Inland H Coastal

m Swamps ™ Playas ™ Bottomlands

Types of wetlands



Forested wetlands
Swamps
Marshes

Seeps

Oxbow Lakes
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Swamps
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Forested wetlands
Swamps
Marshes

Seeps

Oxbow Lakes
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Non-tidal marshes

Types of wetlands



Tidal marshes

Types of wetlands



Pineywoods: Herbaceous Seepage Bog
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Forested wetlands
Swamps

Marshes

Seeps

Oxbow Lakes

Wetland basics
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Large-scale trends

That’s
alarming!

There are less wetland acres
now than before. The wetlands
| know about are half the size
they used to be!

Circa 1990

Trends



Present day

early 1980’s indicated that some areas of eastern and southeastern
Texas had wetland increases, and some areas had decreases (R.G.
Frye, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, written commun.,
1985). The Fws has reported, on the basis of U.S. Forest Service

tense cultivation and irrigation for the last 50 years. It has
estimated that about 90 percent of the playas have been modi
(W.W. Wood, U.S. Geological Survey, written commun., 1994),

acres) to forested plantation. Commercial imber
operations in southeast Texas have emphasized
the growing of Loblolly and nonnative Slash
Pince for production of pulp for paper, lumber
and plvboard for building, and pressure-treated
tenceposts, pilings, landscape timbers, ctc. (G.
Spencer pers. comm. ). There 1s a growing export

Trends



early 1980’s indicated that some areas of eastern and southeastern
Texas had wetland increases, and some areas had decreases (R.G.
Frye, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, written commun.,
1985). The FWs has reported, on the basis of U.S. Forest Service

tense cultivation and irrigation for the last 50 years. It has
estimated that about 90 percent of the playas have been modi
(W.W. Wood, U.S. Geological Survey, written commun., 1994),

acres) to forested plantation. Commercial timber
operations in southeast Texas have emphasized
the growing of Loblolly and nonnative Slash
Pinc for production of pulp for paper, lumber
and plyboard for building, and pressure-treated
fenceposts, pilings, landscape timbers, ctc. (G.
Spencer pers. comm. ). There is a growing export

HTML] Texas coastal wetlands: status and trends, mid-1950s to early 1990s
DW Moulton - 1997 - books.google.com

... on the status and trends of coastal Texas wetlands in accordance with the Coastal Wetlands
... This report presents data that estimate the extent (status) of Texas coastal wetlands in the ...

¢ Save 99 Cite Cited by 100 Related articles All 4 versions 9

Book] National water summary on wetland resources

JD Fretwell - 1996 - books.google.com

... an often-overlooked water resource-wetlands. It gives a broad overview of wetland resources
and includes discussions of the scientific basis for understanding wetland functions and ...

Y Save 99 Cite Cited by 116 Related articles All 4 versions 9
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Wetland Conservation Programs
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Some take homes

Texas has the 5t [argest number of wetland acres in the US
Most being inland and in east Texas
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Some take homes

Very diverse wetland types
Riparian, marsh, swamp, forested, bogs/seeps

Take homes



Some take homes

Trends are difficult to define
Much of the loss due to development and damming
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Some take homes

Future includes threats from sea level rise, development, and changing
weather patterns
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Some take homes

TPWD works with many partners to provide landowners the tools to be
responsible wetland stewards

Take homes
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