
Possible Changes to the 2017 Federal 

Red Snapper Season 



Background

• Recent discussions between the Department of 

Commerce and the five Gulf states suggest that there 

may be a way to add additional fishing days in federal 

waters in the summer 2017 if the Gulf states can 

agree on a season framework.  

• Such a framework would require exchanging state 

season weekdays for federal season weekend days. 



Federal Season Lengths 

Year Number of Federal Season 

Days

Prior to 1997 365

1997 330

1998 272

1999 240

2000 - 2007 194

2008 65

2009 75

2010 77

2011 48

2012 46

2013 42

2014 9

2015 10

2016 11

2017 3



Additional Background

• Over the course of a year (average of the last 5-years), 

70% of red snapper landings come from state waters. 

• The historical (average of the last 5-years) percentage of 

landings that have occurred on weekends is: 

– 2-day weekend (Saturday and Sunday)= 52%

– 3-day weekend (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday)=  63%

• Over the last three years, Texas private recreational 

anglers have landed between 3 and 7% of the Gulf-wide 

total.



Framework1
• 2 day weekends – 27-day season opening Saturdays and 

Sundays from Saturday, June 17 through Monday, Sept. 4, 

including Monday and Tuesday July 3-4 and Monday, Sept. 4. 

Weekdays would be closed in both state and federal waters. At 

this time TPWD believes Framework 1 would not require 

additional fall season days to close



Framework 2
• 3 day weekends – 39-day season opening Fridays, Saturdays 

and Sundays from Friday, June 16 through Monday, Sept. 4 

including Monday and Tuesday July 3-4 and Monday, Sept. 4. 

Weekdays would be closed in both state and federal waters. At 

this time TPWD believes Framework 2 would require some or all 

of the fall season to be closed. 



Western Gulf of Mexico Red 

Snapper Data

• If either of the proposed frameworks are implemented we 

expect that there will be a net increase in overall landings.

• The current stock assessment suggests that red snapper 

populations in the western Gulf of Mexico are increasing and 

are at the highest level they have been in recent history.





Opportunity to Comment

You can submit your comments online at:

https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/

public_comment/proposals/201706_feder

al_red_snapper_season.phtml




