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BAND RECOVERY AND HARVEST DATA SUGGEST ADDITIONAL
AMERICAN BLACK DUCK RECORDS FROM TEXAS

William P. Johnsonl'3 and Pamela R. Garrettson2

lTexas Parks andWildlife Department, P.O. Box 659, Canyon, TX 79015 USA
2U.5. Fish andWildlife Service, Division of Migratory Bird Management, Population and Habitat

Assessment, 11510 American Holly Drive, Laurel, MD 20708 USA

ABSTRACT.-We reviewed band recovery data and Cooperative Waterfowl Parts Collection

Survey (PCS) data for records of American Black Ducks (Anas rubripes) shot in Texas. The PCS

is an annual U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) survey of waterfowl harvest composition

that relies on duck wings from a random sample of hunters. Between l9l4 md2009, 43 banded

American Black Ducks were recovered in Texas; 74Vo of these recoveries involved American

Black Ducks banded within their breeding range. Between the l97V7l waterfowl hunting season

and the 2008-2009 season, wings of 35 Texas harvested American Black Ducks were submitted to

the PCS. For both data sets, over 50Vo ofrecords were associated with the Coastal Prairies.

American Black Ducks (Anas rubripes) are rare in
Texas. The Texas Bird Records Committee (TBRC)

recognizes only eight records since 1950 (Lockwood

and Freeman 2004). Seyffert (2001) reviewed 10

potential occurrences from the Texas Panhandle for
the period 1934-1994. These included a duck

captured and banded in Moore County and one taken

by a hunter in Hemphill County.

American Black Ducks are a TBRC review species

(Lockwood and Freeman 2004)., meaning potential

records will likely require firm documentation (e.9.,

photograph or specimen). They are similar in
appearance to both Mottled Ducks (A. fulvigula)
and Mexican Ducks (A. platyrhynchos diazi), two

Texas residents (Bellrose 1980, Lockwood and

Freeman 2004). Seyffert (2001) noted Mottled
Ducks are encountered with a greater frequency in
regions north of their traditional range and

cautioned they could be mistaken for American

Black Ducks. Similarly, Fedynich and Rhodes

(1995) documented several "dark" ducks in the

High Plains that resembled hybrid Mallard (4.

platyrhynchos) x Mottled Ducks, hybrid Mallard x

American Black Ducks, or Mexican Ducks. Thus,

caution is warranted relative to potential American

Black Duck sightings. Even so, we suspect American

Black Ducks are more common in Texas than

acknowledged sighting records suggest. To

investigate this proposition, we examined band

recovery data and PCS data for potential records

from Texas.
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METHODS
We searched data on waterfowl banding and band

recovery locations held by the U.S. Geological

Survey's Bird Banding Laboratory (BBL). A11 but

the most recent data are available in a publicly-
accessible database located online (U.S. Geological

Survey 2009). We first queried the data for
'American Black Ducks" banded "anywhere" arrd

recovered in "Texas" during "any year." To

minimize chances of including other species

mistakenly identified as American Black Ducks

when banded, we further filtered the data for ducks

banded in the primary breeding range. We assumed

banders highly familiar with American Black Ducks

are less likely to band a similar species or hybrid
by mistake. However, some records excluded in this

second query included American Black Ducks

banded in South Dakota and Saskatchewan, which
are within the postbreeding dispersal range (late

summer and early fall) of American Black Ducks
(Wright 1954). Banders working in these areas

regularly capture and band American Black Ducks;

moreover, many banders working in this region are

trained waterfowl biologists and are familiar with
American Black Ducks. We also queried the same

data set for hybrid "Mallard x American Black
Ducks" banded "anywhere" and recovered in
'oTexas" during "any year."

Data from the PCS were reviewed for American

Black Ducks wings submitted from Texas. This
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Figure 1. Examples of American Black Duck (left) and Mottled Duck (righQ wings submitted to the Cooperative Waterfowl parts
Collection Survey during the 2008_2009 hunting season.

Table 1. Date anC

raflge" indicates the

Duck. Some bandei
represent only ducks

Band
Number

2009, there have been 25,814 Mallard x American
Black Duck hybrids banded.

Hunters submitted 15,013 American Black Duck
wings to the PCS during the 1970-71 through
2008-09 hunting seasons. Of those,35 were
submitted from Texas (Table 2) and these
submissions accounted for 45Vo of American Black
Duck wings submitted to the Central Flyway
Wingbee. The number of wings submitted from
Texas during each decade ranged from 2 (1970s,
2000s) to 18 (1980s). American Black Duck wings
were submitted from 18 different counties (Fig. 2),
with the most (9) coming from Jefferson Co.

DISCUSSION
Although far fewer than I7o of American Black

Duck band recoveries or PCS wings came from
Texas, we provide evidence this species occurs
more frequently in Texas than suggested by TBRC
records. The TBRC recognizes eight records since

Bull. Texas Ornith. Soc. 43(l-2):2010

1950. However, there have been 15 banded
American Black Ducks encountered in Texas since
1950 and 35 American Black Ducks wings
submitted through the PCS from Texas since the
1969-1910 hunting season. Eight additional band
recoveries occurred in Texas during this period, but
they involved American Black Ducks banded
outside of their breeding range.

Data from band recoveries and PCS wings each
have advantages over sighting records. Both are
based on systematic observations by biologists of
birds in the hand or wings in the hand. Banding
crews typically have multiple individuals handling
ducks, and difficult decisions concerning species
identiflcation are deferred to the most experienced
banding crew members. Likewise, PCS wings are
always examined by multiple personnel. Although
both datasets rely on public cooperation, neither
requires those cooperators to be able to identify
birds. Both methods attempt to obtain representative
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Figure 2. American Black Duck records in Texas based on band recoveries (pink square = 1; red star = 2) and Cooperative Waterfowl

Parts Collection Survey records (shaded counties). Parts Collection Survey information is based on wings submitted by a random sample

of hunters that agree to participate in a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service suwey. Some counties have multiple records (refer to Table 2).
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to harvest location of American Black Ducks submitted to the

Survey (PCS) during the 1910-l t hunting season through the

Rolling Plains

Blackland Prairies ffi

*j-"u --*'"
...""\rS$ 

5"\,{

f' -'"-%**"*-'*h

Hdwards Plat*au

Tmn*-Pscos

South T*x*s
Brush Cauntry

Hunting Year Number of Wings from Texas Texas Counties Represented in PCS (number of wings)

t972-73
r97 4-t 5

1980-8 1

t98r-82
1983-84
1986-87
1988-89
1 989-90
t990-9t
t99r-92
t992-93
1993-94
r994-95
t997 -98
2002-03
2008-09

1

1

4
aJ

1

2
aJ

5

4

2

2

1
.l
J

Jefferson (1)

Chambers (1)

Harris (1), Jefferson (3)

Jefferson (2), Trrnity (1)

Kaufman (1)

Brazorra (2)

Aransas (1), Chambers (1), Hidalgo (1)

Angelina (1), Lampasas (2), Trinity (1), Willacy (1)

Brazorra (1), Chambers (1), Fort Bend (1), Liberty (1)

Jefferson (1), Montgomery (1)

Chambers (1), Waller (1)

Brazorra (1)

Brazorra (1), Jefferson (2)

Matagorda (1)

Washington (1)

Harrison (1)
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