The South Texas Brush Country
Bounded on the west by the Rio Grande and Mexico, and on the north by the Balcones
Escarpment, the South Texas Brush Country is vast, serene, and unpeopled (Winkler, 1982).
Elevations range from sea level to 1,000 feet and rainfall varies from 30 inches in the east to 16
inches in the west. Soils are varied and highly complex. Generally extremely basic to slightly
acidic, they range from deep sands to tight clays and clay loams. With average annual
temperatures around 73 F, the South Texas Plains boasts the longest growing season in Texas,
lasting up to 365 days in some years at Brownsville (Simpson, 1988). This warm region is,
however, a land of recurrent droughts, a factor which distinctly marks the landscape. Nearly
everything that grows here is drought-tolerant, as rainfall is well below the amount needed for
conventional forest trees (Wasowski, 1988). Sporadic rains, however, will trigger wildflowers to
bloom unexpectedly at almost any time of year.
The South Texas region owes its diversity to the convergence of the Chihuahuan desert to
the west, the Tamaulipan thornscrub and subtropical woodlands along the Rio Grande to the
south and the coastal grasslands to the east. Essentially a gently rolling plain, the region is cut by
arroyos and streams, and is blanketed with low-growing vegetation--mesquite, granjeno,
huisache, catclaw, blackbrush, cenizo and guayacan. Wherever conditions are suitable, there is a
dense understory of smaller trees and shrubs such as coyotillo, paloverde, Mexican olive, and
various species of cacti. The woody vegetation of the South Texas Plains is so distinctive that
the area is also referred to as the "brush country."
The Lower Rio Grande Valley is a highly distinctive subregion of the South Texas Plains.
Usually defined as Cameron, Willacy, Hidalgo, and Starr counties, it contains the only
subtropical area in Texas. Once supporting majestic groves of Texas palmetto, Montezuma
cypress, tall ebony-anaqua woodlands, and jungle-like expanses of Tamaulipan thorny shrubs,
today much of it has been bulldozed, plowed or paved. In fact, the once extensive groves of the
native Sabal palm which used to flourish here are now reduced to only a few stands near
Brownsville. Soils in this subtropical region range from sands to heavy clays. Clays and
extremely poor drainage dominate the resaca areas (old meandering paths of the Rio Grande)
(Wasowski, 1988).
Despite a history of land use that is the oldest in the state, the Rio Grande Plain harbors
many rare species of plants and animals (Texas General Land Office, 1984). It is here that a few
wild tropical cats--ocelots and jaguarundis--still take refuge. Other special animals include
Ferruginous pygmy-owl, Green Jay, Elf owl, Texas tortoise, Indigo snake and Mexican
burrowing toad. There are also a surprising number of plants that occur here and nowhere else,
especially among the cactus family, like Albert's black lace cactus, star cactus, and Runyon's
cory cactus.
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SPECIES

FAMILY

HABIT/
HEIGHT

Bumelia Sapotaceae - 40' - 80'
lanuginosa Sapodilla
Tree,
WoollyFamily
large
bucket
bumelia

FLOWER
COLOR

FRUIT

SUN
HABITAT
EXPOSU
RE
White
Berries,
Full sun, Mostly uplands,
perfect
blue-black, Part
sometimes
flowers,
Sept. - Oct. shade
bottomlands,
fragrant
woodlands,
June - July
edges and
fencerows.

Carya
Juglandaceae 50' - 60'
illinoenens Walnut Family Tree,
is
large
Pecan

inconspicu- Nut, Sept. - Full sun,
ous
Oct.
Part
catkins, m
shade
& f,
yellowish
on same
tree. March
- May

Celtis
Ulmaceae laevigata Elm Family
Sugarberr
y

40' - 60'
Tree,
large

inconspicuous, small,
greenish.
May - June

Berry
Full sun,
(drupe),
part
orange-red shade
to purplishblack, JulyAug.

Rhamnaceae 12' - 30'
- Buckthorn Tree,
Family
large

inconspicuous
yellowish
flowers.
March April

Drupes,
Full sun,
blue-black, part
sweet &
shade
fleshy,
Sept. - Oct.

Condalia
hookeri
Brasil

SOILS

VEGETATION ZONE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
ORNAMENTAL VALUE

Sandy loams, X X X X X X X X
loams, and
clays.
Tolerates
gumbo. Welldrained, mesic.

WILDLIFE VALUE

X Large shade tree with simple
Several species of birds feed
green leaves w ith white woolly on the fruit, including
undersurface. Persistent.
cardinals, finches, robins,
cedar waxwings, warblers,
and vireos. Good cover and
nesting tree due to protective
thorns. Good substrate for
insectivorous birds.
Prefers rich
Sands, loams, X X X X X X X X
Beautiful shade tree with elegant Sweet edible nuts valuable
bottomlands
or clays. Wellcompound leaves. Prefers deep, for all kinds of wildlife, birds
drained, mesic.
rich soils but will grow in thinner and mammals alike including
soils. Sometimes turns yellow in woodpeckers, jays, sparrows,
fall. Deciduous.
fox squirrel, gray squirrel,
opossum, and raccoons.
Good substrate for
insectivorous birds. Larval
host plant for Gray
hairstreak.
Rocky or alluvial Sands, loams, X X X X X X X X X X Fast-growing shade tree adapted Fruit eaten by bluebirds,
soils along
and clays.
to most soils. Very drought
robins, cardinals,
streams, in
Prefers rich
tolerant. Yellow autumn color. mockingbirds, cedar
woodlands &
soils, but will
Deciduous.
waxwings, thrashers, &
thickets.
tolerate wide
sparrows. Good nest &
range. Wellcover tree, esp. for
drained, mesic
neotropical migrants. Larval
to xeric;
food plant for Question Mark,
drought
Mourning Cloak, Pale
tolerant once
Emperor, Snout & Hackberry
established.
butterflies.
Prefers dryish Sands, loams, & X
X X
Can grow to be large shade tree Continuously bears fruit that
limestone hills, clays. Wellin South Texas. Usually a small is sought after by many kinds
also locally
drained, mesictree with spatulate lime green
of birds: robins, bluebirds,
found on Rio
xeric.
leaves. Flowers in spring, but cardinals, towhees,
Grande plains
fruits sporadically throughout late sparrows, mockingbirds,
summer & fall. Has an attractive finches, & gamebirds.
shape. Persistent to Evergreen. Thorns make it a good cover
& nesting tree Flowers
attract many insects. LHP of
Snout butterfly.

141

Ehretia
anacua
Anaqua

Boraginaceae 25' - 45'
Borage
Tree,
Family
large

Fraxinus Oleaceae berlandieri Olive Family
ana
Fresno

30' - 40'
Tree,
large

Leucaena Leguminosae 30' -55'
pulverulen - Legume
Tree,
ta Great Family
large
leadtree
(Tepaguaj
e)

Parkinsoni Leguminosae 9' - 30'
a aculeata - Legume
Tree,
Retama
Family
large

Pithecello Leguminosae 25' - 30'
bium
- Legume
Tree,
ebano
Family
large
Texas
ebony

Showy
white
clusters of
flowers,
fragrant.
March Nov. with
the rains
Panicles of
m&f
greenish
purple &
green.
March June

Drupes,
Full sun,
orange,
part
April - June shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers thickets, Sands, loams &
forests, palm
clays. Wellgroves & open drained, mesic.
woodlands
along fence
rows & in
brushlands.

Samara,
Full sun,
June - Aug. part
shade

Grows along
wooded
streams, in
canyons of the
Edwards
Plateau & Rio
Grande Valley

Showy,
white balls,
fragrant.
March July

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers rich soils Sands, loams & clays. Moist X
along streams & soils, poor drainage O.K.
resacas in
extreme souther
Rio Grande
Plain

Full sun,
part
shade

Prefers low,
Sands, loams & X
poorly drained clays. Mesic, poor
areas, also on a drainage O.K.
variety of other
sites.

X X

Prefers low
woods in coastal
part of Rio
Grande Valley &
Plains

X

Legume,
strapshaped
with seeds
traversely
arranged,
Sept. Dec.
Showy
Leguminou
yellow
s, linear
flowers,
orange to
fragrant.
brown, with
April - July greenish
brown
seeds,
Aug. - Oct.

Showy
white
spikes,
fragrant.
May - Oct.

Leguminou Full sun,
s pod,
part
brown with shade
red seeds
persistent
on tree,
July - Dec.

X

X X

Sands, loams,
X
clays; likes
limestone,
caliche-like soils.
Well-drained, but
moist soils.

X X

Sands, loams & X
clays, grows in
caliche-type soils.
Well-drained,
mesic.
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Attractive rough-leafed tree with
fragrant white flowers & bright
orange juicy fruit. Very drought
tolerant once established. Has a
very dense crown. Often planted
as an ornamental. Can be
sensitive to frost. Good honey
tree. Evergreen.
Spreading, round-topped tree.
Fairly fast growing & long-lived.
Deciduous.

All sorts of insects gather
nectar from the fragrant
nectar laden flowers. Fruits
are eaten by numerous
species of birds & small
mammals.

Good cover and nesting tree.
Cardinals, pyrrhuloxias,
finches, red-winged
blackbirds relish seeds.
Foliage browsed by
cottontails and white-tailed
deer. Larval host plant for
Two-tailed tiger swallowtail
and Tiger swallow -tail.
Small tree with smooth gray bark Myriads of insects are
& rounded crown. Leaves
attracted to the fragrant
appear light & feathery. Flowers flowers. Several species of
are white and fragrant, shaped birds use this tree as a
like small balls. Tree is often
protective cover & nesting
planted as a good yard tree.
tree.
Very ornamental in appearance.
Deciduous.
X A thorny, green-barked shrub
Flower nectar attracts
with graceful drooping branches myriads of insects. Deer
and rounded crown. Flowers are occasionally browse the
a fragrant bright yellow. Leaves leaves. Pods are also eaten.
are small & delicate, giving tree a Seeds are relished by doves,
light airy appearance. Almost
bobwhite quail & other
always in bloom. Tolerates salt. species of birds & small
Can become weedy. Deciduous. mammals. Good nesting site
& cover tree for several bird
species.
A medium-sized tree with a
Many species of birds use
rounded very dense dark crown the tree as a nest site, esp.
& dark bark. Zig-zag branches white-winged doves, due to
are spiny. Very beautiful tree
dense foliage & thorns.
which is extremely droughtSeveral kinds of insects are
tolerant. Good canopy tree in
attracted to the flowers. Good
Valley. Evergreen.
substrate for insectivorous
birds. LHP for Cassius Blue,
Coyote & Orange giant
skippers.

Quercus Fagaceae 30' - 50'
fusiformis Beech Family Tree,
Plateau
large
liveoak

inconspicu- Acorns,
Full sun,
ous m & f Sept. - Oct. part
catkins, red
shade
& greenish.
March June

Prefers
calcareous
substrate, rocky
limestone soils
of the Hill
Country.

Sands, loams,
X X X X X X X
clays. Prefers
limestone &
caliche type soils.
Will grow on any
alkaline to slightly
acid soil. Welldrained, mesicxeric.

Plateau liveoak is an excellent
evergreen shade tree often found
growing in mottes. Adapts to a
variety of sites, but not extremely
wet or dry ones. Evergreen.

Quercus Fagaceae 40' - 60'
virginiana Beech Family Tree,
Southern
large
live oak

inconspicu- Acorns,
Full sun,
ous m & f Sept. - Oct. part
reddish
shade
green
catkins on
same tree.
April - May

Prefers
timberlands east
of the Brazos in
Gulf Coastal
Prairies and
south central
Texas

Sands, loams X X X
& clays.
Prefers clay
loams &
gravelly clay
loams. Welldrained, mesic.

Gracious yet powerful shade tree
usually festooned with Spanish
moss. Long-lived & resistant to
salt spray. Often planted as
ornamental outside of natural
range. May be susceptible to
oak wilt. Evergreen.

Sabal
texana
Sabal
palm

Showy
white &
fragrant, 7'
- 8' stalks.
March April

Last native
Sands, loams & clays. Moist X
remnants on the soils, poor drainage O.K.
flatlands of the
Lower Rio
Grande Valley

Arecaceae Palm Family

30' - 50'
Tree,
large

Berry, dark Full sun,
purple to
part
black with shade
one seed,
May - June

Salix nigra Salicaceae - 35' - 80'
Black
Willow family Tree,
willow
large

m&f
Capsules, Full sun,
creamy
light brown, part
yellow
May - June shade
catkins, on
separate
trees. April
- May

Ulmus
Ulmaceae crassifolia Elm Family
Cedar elm

inconspicu- Samara,
Full sun,
ous
Aug. - Oct. part
greenish
shade
flowers.
July.-Sept.

30' - 60'
Tree,
large

X

Majestic native palm with
dramatic fan-shaped leaves
forming a dense rounded crown.
Slow -growing, but cold-hardy to
Lake Livingstone. Has an
enormous root system. There
are no thorns on leaves. Very
ornamental. Evergreen.
Prefers alluvial Sand, loams & X X X X X X X X x X Occurs throughout Texas where
soils along
clays. Hydricthere's standing water. A rapidstreams
mesic, poor
grower that is often multitrunked
drainage O.K.
& has irregular crown. Airy,
graceful light green leaves &
brown-black fissured bark. Not a
strong tree, sometimes subject to
breakage. Fall color. Deciduous.
Prefers
Sands, loams X X X X X X X X
Good shade tree, each with a
woodlands,
& clays.
unique shape. Fast growing &
ravines & open Seasonal poor
long lived. Excellent yellow fall
slopes
drainage O.K.
color. LHP for Mourning Cloak &
Question Mark. Deciduous.

143

Excellent cover & nesting
tree. Acorns have high
energy value & eaten by
almost all forms of wildlife:
deer, squirrels, fox, raccoons,
gamebirds, woodpeckers, &
jays. Fine substrate for
insectivorous birds. LHP of
3 hairstreak species and
duskywing.
Excellent cover & nest tree.
Good substrate for
insectivorous birds. Acorns
relished by many species of
small mammals (squirrels &
raccoons), gamebirds &
songbirds (woodpeckers &
jays). LHP of Horace's
duskywing & Northern white
M hairstreak.
Excellent cover & nesting site
for birds. Insects are
attracted to the flowers.
Many species of South Texas
birds forage on the ripe fruit.

Young shoots browsed by
white-tailed deer. Catkins
eaten by several species of
birds. Comose seeds used
as nesting material. Larval
host plant of Mourning cloak
& Viceroy.
Seeds & buds eaten by
gamebirds, woodpeckers,
chickadees, finches,
sparrows & warblers. Good
nesting and cover tree with
lots of insects for
insectivorous birds. Deer
browse leaves; squirrels,
foxes & rabbits eat seeds &
buds.

Bumelia Sapotaceae - 15' - 25'
celastrina Sapodilla
Tree,
Coma
Family
small
(Saffron
plum)

Small
Berries,
Full sun,
green &
blue-black, part
white
April - June shade
flowers,
fragrant.
May - Nov.

Prefers open
brushy f lats or
gently rolling
slopes, or along
resacas,
gravelly hills,
thickets & salt
marshes in
South Texas.

Sands, sandy
X
loams or clays.
Prefers alkaline
soils. Xeric, welldrained.

X

Cercidium Leguminosae 15' - 25'
texanum Legume
Tree,
Texas
Family
small
paloverde

Showy,
bright
yellow
flower
clusters.
March April, also
after rains
to Sept.
Small
greenish
white
flowers,
fragrant.
March

Leguminou Full sun,
s pod, dark part
brown with shade
1-4 seeds,
Aug. - Dec.

Prefers open or
brushy areas,
flats & gently
rolling slopes

Sands, sandy
loams, loams &
clays. Like
alkaline soils.
Xeric, welldrained.

X

Fruit, small, Full, part
round black shade
& fleshy
with lots of
seeds,
June - July

Prefers
Sands, loams & X X X X X X
limestone hills, clays. Xeric, wellshinnery oak
drained.
dunes, breaks &
rocky canyons,
mesquite
groves, areas
along water
courses.

Showy
white to
greenish
white
flowers, in
clusters,
fragrant.
March April, again
Sept - Oct.
Showy
racemes of
white
flowers,
fragrant.
April - Nov.,
esp. after
rains

Capsule,
deeply
lobed &
woody,
April June, again
in fall

Prefers banks of Sands, loams & clays,
resacas &
alkaline soils preferred.
streams in
Well-drained, mesic.
extreme South
Texas, Cameron
Co.

X

Prefers
Sands, loams & X
chaparral &
clays. Xeric, wellbrushy areas on drained.
calcareous soils

X X

Diospyros Ebenaceae - 15' - 40'
texana
Ebony Family Tree,
Texas
small
persimmo
n

Esenbecki Rutaceae a
Citrus Family
berlandieri
v. runyonii
Jopoy

10' - 15'
Tree,
small

Eysenhard Leguminosae 6' - 15'
tia texana - Legume
Tree,
Texas
Family
small
kidneywoo
d

Part
shade,
dappled
shade

Pods, small Full sun,
& linear,
part
July - Sept. shade
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X

Spiny small tree with simple
leaves, greenish-white flowers &
fleshy blue-black fruits. Can also
be a shrub. Persistent to
Evergreen.

Flowers attract several kinds
of insects, while fleshy fruits
are eaten by many species of
birds. In South Texas, the
chachalacas love them.
Raccoons & coyotes also
relish them. Provides
excellent cover & is a great
nesting tree for many bird
species.
Fairly small, green-barked, spiny Flower nectar attracts
ornamental tree with
myriads of bees, butterflies &
asymmetrical yellow flowers.
other insects. White-tailed
Well adapted to arid
deer occasionally browse the
environments. It will shed its
leaves. Seeds are eaten by
leaves during drought conditions. several species of birds &
Puts down deep taproot to soak small mammals. This makes
up water. Deciduous.
an excellent nesting tree for
birds.
X Very attractive tree with smooth Fragrant whitish flowers
gnarled bark. Quite droughtattract insects of many kinds.
resistant once established.
Ripe fruits eaten by several
Deciduous.
species of game & song
birds. Mammals, especially
javalina, relish the fruit.
Leaves browsed by whitetailed deer. Larval host plant
for Gray hairstreak & Henry's
elfin.
Considered one of the rarest
Jopoy makes an excellent
trees in Texas, this small
protective cover & nesting
attractive plant has dark glossy tree. Many kinds of insects
evergreen trifoliate leaves and is are attracted to the fragrant
very ornamental. Has whitish
flowers.
bark with a rounded top look.
Can be found in cultivation in
Hidalgo and Cameron counties.
Evergreen.
X Irregularly-shaped spineless
shrub with aromatic compound
leaves giving the shrub an airy
appearance. Flowers can be
profuse. Quick-growing & very
drought tolerant. Deciduous.

Sweet-scented flowers attract
myriads of insects: bees,
butterflies, diurnal moths.
Leaves are heavily browsed
by deer. Seeds occasionally
consumed by birds. Larval
host plant for the Dogface
butterfly.

Guaiacum
angustifoli
a
Guayacan

Zygophyllace 10' - 20'
ae
Tree,
Caltrop
small
Family

Morus
rubra
Red
mulberry

Moraceae
Fig Family

35' - 40'
Tree,
small

Pithecello Leguminosae 4' - 18'
bium
- Legume
Tree,
pallens
Family
small
Tenaza
(Ape's earring)

Prosopis Leguminosae 20' - 30'
glandulosa - Legume
Tree,
Honey
Family
small
mesquite

Zanthoxyl Rutaceae
um fagara Citrus Family
Colima

10' - 30'
Tree,
small

Showy
purple
flowers with
yellow
anthers.
March April, off &
one to
Sept.,
depending
on rains
inconspicuous m & f
greenish
flowers.
March June

Capsules, Full sun,
brown with part
1-3 orange shade
seeds,
Aug.- Sept.

Prefers brushy
areas & open
flats. Can be
found on welldrained sites on
the Coastal
Bend.

Mulberry
(syncarp of
aggregated
red-black
drupelets),
April - Aug.

Prefers rich
Sands, loams X X X X X X X X
soils along
& clays. Wellstreams, creek drained, mesic.
bottoms & moist
woodlands

Showy
creamcolored
spikes,
fragrant.
May August,
also after
rains
Showy
creamy
yellow
elongated
spike-like
racemes.
May - Sept.

Legume,
Full sun,
reddish
part
brown with shade
blackish
seeds, July
- Oct.

Prefers alluvial
soils of stream
bottoms or the
edges of water
holes in Coastal
Prairies & South
Texas marshes.

Legumes in Full sun,
loose
part
clusters,
shade
August Sept.

Tolerates wide Sands, loams X X X X X X X X X X Attractive tree with crooked,
range of
& clays. Xeric,
drooping branches, feathery
situations, open well-drained.
leaves & rounded crown. Fast
fields, edges of
growing & often shrubby, forming
woodlands, etc.
thickets. Fixes nitrogen in the
soil. Deciduous.

Small
yellow green
flowers.
Jan. - June

Follicle,
Full sun,
rusty brown part
with one
shade
seed, Sept.
- Dec.

Prefers brushy Sands, loams or X
areas or flats
clays. Xeric, wellnear coast
drained.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Sands, loams &
clays. Likes
limestone soils.
Xeric, welldrained.

Loams & clay
loams. Welldrained, yet
moist.
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X

X

X X

X

X

X Highly attractive & unusual small
tree with compact branches, tiny
compound leaves & purple flower
clusters. Tree has a very
distinctive and eye-catching
habit. Often grows in clumps
with branches appearing thick,
black & stubby. Evergreen.

The purple & yellow flowers
attract several kinds of
insects. Excellent honey
plant. Good nest tree.
Leaves are highly nutritious
browse for white-tailed deer.
Arils eaten by several
species of birds & small
mammals. LHP of Gray &
Lyside hairstreaks.

X Handsome understory tree with
polymorphic leaves, reddish
black fruit and broad spreading
crown. Deciduous.

Red mulberries are the prime
source of spring fruit for
neotropical migrant birds. 21
species devour them as soon
as they ripen as do squirrels,
raccoons, opossums &
skunks. Larval host plant for
Mourning Cloak.
Spiny small tree with loosely
Bees, butterflies & myriads of
spaced, airy compound leaves. other insects are attracted to
When in bloom, the entire tree is the fragrant flowers.
covered in fragrant clusters of
white globe-shaped flowers.
Fairly fast growing but not overly
drought tolerant. Deciduous.
Good nectar plant for bees &
other insects. Many species
of wildlife like quail, bobwhite,
doves depend on it for food &
shelter from the sun.
Squirrels, coyotes, skunks,
rabbits &deer eat pods. LHP
for Long-tailed skipper &
Reickert's blue.
Aromatic, very prickly small tree Leaves are an important
with compound leaves & small source of browse for whiteyellow -green flowers. Red
tailed deer. Flowers attract
berries can be very striking &
several kinds of insects.
decorative when plant is heavy Several species of passerine
with fruit. Evergreen.
birds use it as a nesting &
cover site. Berries are also
eaten by birds.

Ziziphus Rutaceae obtusifolia Citrus Family
Lotebush

6' - 10'
Tree,
small

inconspicuous
greenish
yellow
flowers.
March April

Drupe,
Full sun,
black &
part
fleshy, July shade
- Sept.

Prefers upland Sands, loams &
brushy areas & clays. Wellstream banks
drained, mesicxeric.

X

X X

Acacia
Leguminosae 9' - 15'
Show y
berlandieri Legume
Ornament creamy Guajillo
Family
al small
white
tree
globose
flowers,
fragrant.
Feb. - April,
also Nov.
to March in
Valley
Acacia
Leguminosae 15' - 30' Showy,
farnesiana Legume
Ornament yellow
Huisache Family
al small
round
tree
heads,
fragrant.
Feb. March

Legume,
Full sun,
large,
part
curved with shade
5-10 seeds,
April - June

Prefers
limestone &
caliche cuestas
on dry brushy
hillsides.

Sands, loams & clays,
gravelly limestone &
caliche-type soils. Xeric,
well-drained.

X X

Legume,
Full sun
brownishblack,
August Sept.

Prefers open
areas, fields,
pastures &
fence rows

Sands, loams & X X X
clays. Moderately
well-drained.
Seasonal poor
drainage O.K.

X X

Acacia
rigidula
Blackbrush
acacia

Leguminosae 10' - 15'
Legume
Ornament
Family
al small
tree

Showy
creamy white
racemes,
fragrant.
April - May

Leguminou Full sun,
s pod,
part
reddish
shade
brown, with
dark green
seeds,
August Sept.

Prefers open or Sands, loams & X
brushy areas, clays. Xeric, wellroadsides &
drained.
pastures

Acacia
wrightii
Wright
acacia

Leguminosae 20' - 30'
Legume
Ornament
Family
al small
tree

Showy
creamy yellow
flowers in
fuzzy
cylindrical
spikes.
March May, and
after rains

Legume,
Full sun,
broad, light part
brownish shade
green with
dark brown
seeds, May
- August

Prefers
chaparral &
woodlands
along creeks &
canyons

X X

Sands, loams & clays, likes X X X
limestone, caliche-type
soils. Xeric, well-drained.
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X Rounded stout thorny shrub or
small tree with grayish green
leaves and black fleshy fruits.
Becomes leafless during
drought. Tolerates a variety of
soil types. Deciduous.

Leaves are occasionally
browsed by white-tailed deer.
Flowers, though small, are
very attractive to nectarloving insects. Fruits are
eaten by a number of small
mammals and birds.
Because of protective thorns,
this is a good cover & nesting
tree.
X Spreading small ornamental tree Fragrant flowers attract
or shrub with gray to whitish
myriads of nectar-loving
branches & delicate fern-like
insects. Leaves & branches
leaves. When in bloom, tree is browsed by white-tailed der.
covered with deliciously fragrant This makes an excellent
creamy -white puffs of flowers. honey plant. Also serves
Spines are small. Deciduous to well as a good protective
Persistent.
cover & nesting site for the
birds.
X Medium-sized tree to shrub;
densely branched & armed with
long paired, straight spines.
Rapid growth rate. Profusely
flowering in early spring. In
southern Texas starts flowering
in late Dec. Very fragrant. Fairly
drought tolerant. Deciduous.

Provides quick shade in
spring. Good cover &
nesting tree esp. for Whitewinged doves. Good nurse
tree to other plants. Small
mammals eat the pods.
Excellent pollen & nectar
source for bees & other
insects. Larval host plant for
Marine Blue.
X Attractive, stiff thorny shrub that Flowers attract myriads of
is gorgeous when in bloom.
bees, butterflies, diurnal
Relatively slow -growing, but
moths & other insects in the
worth the wait. Longer lived than spring. Excellent honey
many other acacias. Can form
plant. Seeds are eaten by
thickets. If you prune the trunks, bobwhite quail. Leaves &
it will become a graceful tree.
beans are browsed by whiteGood erosion control.
tailed deer.
Deciduous.
X Spiny shrub or small tree with
wide spreading branches &
irregular crown. Attractive light
yellow bottlebrush-like flowers.
Delicate foliage gives light
shade, allowing other wildflowers
to grow underneath. Fairly cold
hardy for an acacia. Evergreen.

Pollen produced by flowers
an important food source for
bees. Makes an excellent
honey tree. Good protective
cover & nesting site for birds.
Larval host plant for the
Marine blue butterfly.

Pithecello Leguminosae 10' - 15' Showy ,
bium
- Legume
Ornament creamy
pallens
Family
al small
white
Tenaza
tree
flower
balls. May August, or
after rains.

Legume,
Full sun,
reddish
part
brown, July shade
- Nov.

Prefers
chaparral on
alluvial soils of
stream bottoms
or at water's
edge. Mostly in
South Texas.
Found north to
San Patricio
County on Gulf
Coast.
Prefers
chaparral &
woodlands
along creeks &
canyons

Loams or clays.
Well-drained,
mesic.

X

X

Small highly decorative spiny
tree with bipinnately compound
delicate leaves. Mound of
globular flowers engulf shrub.
Good for the southern most
portion of the Coastal Bend.
Evergreen.

Flowers attract hordes of
nectar-loving insects.
Excellent honey tree. Good
protective cover and nesting
tree.

Caesalpini Leguminosae 10' - 20' Showy
a
- Legume
Ornament bright
mexicana Family
al small
yellow
Mexican
tree
racemes of
poinciana
flowers,
fragrant.
Feb. Sept., and
after rains
Chilopsis Bignoniaceae 10' - 15' Showy
linearis
Catalpa
Ornament pinkDesert
Family
al small
magenta
willow
tree
trumpet
shaped
flowers.
May - Sept.

Legume,
Full sun,
greenish
part
brown, May shade
- Nov.

Sands, loams & X
clays, likes
limestone,
caliche-like soils.
Xeric, welldrained.

X

An introduced ornamental that
becomes established along
fence rows, blooming off & on
throughout the year. Bright
yellow showy flowers are
stunning. This can be a highly
attractive accent plant for any
yard. Persistent to Evergreen.

Fragrant flowers are a
special favorite of the
carpenter & bumble bees.
Other insects are also
attracted to the nectar. Birds
use the shrub as a nesting
site.

Capsule
Full sun,
with winged part
seeds,
shade
Aug. - Nov.

Prefers dry
Sands, loams & clays.
washes &
Well-drained, mesic-xeric.
gravelly creek
beds, arroyos &
water courses.

X Fast-growing, lightly ornamental
tree with attractive willow -like
leaves & showy tubular flowers.
Can be quite winter hardy. Is a
phreatophyte which will extend
its roots deep down to the water
table. Does not like overw atering
in cultivation. Deciduous.
An ornamental small tree with a
narrow rounded crown & short
trunk that creates deep shade
underneath. This showy plant
blooms all year. Quite cold
sensitive, but fast-growing. Once
established, it is very drought
tolerant. Persistent to
Evergreen.
A crooked shrub to small gnarled
tree with small fragrant white
flowers borne on racemes.
Yellow to red berries are very
stunning when plant is in fruit.
Persistent.

Both insects & hummingbirds
are attracted to the flowers.
orioles & tanagers will also
feed on the flowers. Various
species of birds forage on the
winged seeds.

Cordia
Boraginaceae 12' - 24' Showy
boissieri Borage
Ornament white
Texas wild Family
al small
crinkly 2"olive
tree or
flowers with
shrub
yellow spot
in throat.
Dec.

Drupe,
Full sun,
fleshy egg- part
shaped,
shade
white
turning to
purple.
Sept. Nov.

Occurs along
Sands, loams & clays; likes X
roadsides, in
caliche-type soils. Xeric,
pastures & on well-drained.
flat lands in
poor, dry soil;
also on hillsides
of the Lower Rio
Grande Valley.

Citharexyl Verbenaceae 5' - 20'
Pretty white
um
Vervain
Ornament flowers,
berlandieri Family
al small
fragrant.
Berlandier
tree or
Feb. fiddlewood
shrub
August

Drupes,
Full sun,
yellow to part
red with
shade
two seeds.
April - Oct.

Occurs in
Clay or clay loam soils.
thickets on flats Xeric, well-drained.
& brushy
habitats in
Cameron &
Willacy counties
in extreme south
Texas
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Trumpet-shaped crinkly
flowers attract several kinds
of insects. The fruits are
devoured by several species
of birds & small mammals.

Many small insects are
attracted to the fragrant
flowers for their nectar.
Several species of South
Texas fruit-eating birds relish
the ripe berries.

Mimosa
Leguminosae 2' - 7
Showy
wherryian Legume
Ornament creamy
a
Family
al small
yellow
Wherry
tree or
globes,
mimosa
shrub
fragrant.
May - Sept.

Legume,
small with
sharp
slender
prickles on
margin &
dark brown
seeds, July
- Nov.
Schaefleri Celastraceae 3' - 6'
Small
Red to
a
Staff tree
Ornament greenish
orange
cuneifolia Family
al small
flowers.
showy
Desert
tree or
Feb. - Sept. berries
yaupon
shrub
(drupes) ,
July - Nov.

Full sun,
part
shade

Prefers caliche Sands, loams, clays &
& gravelly hills in caliche-like soils. Xeric,
Starr & Zapata well-drained.
counties in the
Lower Rio
Grande Valley

X

Full sun,
part
shade

Prefers rocky
Sands, loams,
X
hillsides,
clays. Xeric, wellchaparral or
drained.
xeric sites near
coast

X

Absolutely beautiful, rare,
Wheery mimosa is an
ornamental shrub or tree with
excellent honey plant. Bees,
slender zig-zag twigs & blackish flies, moths & butterflies are
gray bark. Very sensitive to the highly attracted to the
cold. When in bloom, the flowers flowers. This plant provides
are very fragrant and eyegood protective cover & a
catching. Foliage is feathery & nesting site for birds.
thorns are no vicious. Deciduous.
X Densely-branched, rigid
ornamental shrub with beautiful
red berries on female plant.
Twigs are somewhat spiny.
Evergreen.

Ungnadia Sapindaceae 15' - 30' Showy
speciosa - Soapberry Ornament clusters of
Mexican Family
al tree or pinkbuckeye
large
magenta
shrub
flowers
cloak
branches,
before
leaves
come out.
Fragrant.
March May
Juniperus Cupressacea 10' - 30' inconspicuashei
e Cypress
Conifer
ous. Feb.
Ashe
Family
juniper

Capsules Full sun,
(tripartite
part
leathery
shade
"buckeyes"
) brownblack, Oct.
- Nov.

Prefers rocky
Sands, loams X X X X X
areas in
& clays. Wellcanyons, slopes drained, mesic.
& ridges & along
fencerows.

Cones,
flesh &
berry-like,
August Sept.

Prefers rocky
Sands, loams & clays. X X X X
soils in canyons, Xeric, well-drained.
ravines, arroyos,
rimrock &
breaks; on
eroded slopes &
flats.

Multi- or single-trunked thick
evergreen tree with wonderfully
shaggy bark. Leaves scale-like,
dark green & aromatic. Female
plant with large blue fruits.
Dominant plant of the hill
country. Almost evergreen, but
sheds all its leaves in spring.

Taxodium Taxodiaceae 45' - 90'
mucronatu Bald Cypress Conifer
m
Family
Montezum
a bald
cypress

Cones,
Full sun,
wrinkled, part
rounded, 1- shade
inch in
diameter.
Sept. - Oct.

Occurs on moist Sands, loams & clays.
soils along
Hydric-mesic, seasonal
swamps, river poor drainage O.K.
bottoms &
resacas in
extreme south
Texas.

Large majestic conifer with
feathery, deciduous, needle-like
leaves, straight trunk & enlarged
base. Fast-growing with reliable
bronze fall color. Long-lived tree
often used as ornamental.
Spanish moss (good nesting
material) festoons branches.
Deciduous.

inconspicuous 5'-long
drooping
clusters of
m cones. F
cones at
branch tips.
Feb. March

Full sun,
part
shade
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X

Leaves are frequently
browsed by white-tailed deer
& fruits are a favorite of
several species of birds &
small mammals. Quail,
wrens, coyotes & woodrats
are especially fond of them.
Birds use tree as nesting &
cover site.
X Showy, small, shrubby often
Splashy pink flowers are a
multi-trunked ornamental with
good nectar source for bees,
irregular shape. Spectacular
butterflies, diurnal moths.
pink blossoms in spring. Good Good honey plant. Sweet
understory tree, prefers at least seeds eaten by a few species
half a day in sun. Has pretty
of birds and mammals,
yellow fall color also. Deciduous. though poisonous to humans.
Larval host plant for Henry's
Elfin.

X

Bark strips used as nest
material by the Goldencheeked warbler. Blue fruits
a winter-time favorite of
wildlife: bluebirds, robins,
cedar waxwings, cardinals,
finches & mammals. Good
substrate for insectivorous
birds. LHP of Olive & Juniper
hairstreak.
Excellent cover & nesting
tree. Good foraging
substrate for insectivorous
birds. Seed cones eaten by
many different kinds of
wildlife. Small rodents &
other small mammals relish
them.

Abutilon Malvaceae - 3' - 4'
hypoleucu Mallow Family Shrub
m
Rio
Grande
abutilon

Aloysia
Leguminosae 4' - 14'
gratissima Legume
Shrub
Bee-brush Family

Amyris
Rutaceae
texana
Citrus Family
Texas
torchwooo
d

3' - 7'
Shrub

Atriplex
Chenopodiac 3' - 8'
canaescen eae
Shrub
s
Goosefoot
Fourwing Family
saltbush

Showy
yellow to
orange
flowers.
Dec.

Capsules,
white &
hairy
turning
dark brown
with 3 - 9
heartshaped
seeds,
Sept.
Showy
Drupes,
spikes of small with
white
two nutlets,
flowers with Aug. - Dec.
yellow
throats,
very
fragrant.
March Nov., esp.
after rains

Panicles of
greenishwhite
flowers,
fragrant.
Feb - June,
also Sept. Nov.
depending
on rains
Pretty
spikes of m
& f flowers
on
separate
trees. April
- Oct.

Part
shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers
woodlands &
floodplains of
the Rio Grande
Valley

Sands & loams. Welldrained, yet moist.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers rocky,
gravelly
limestone soils
in chaparrals,
thickets &
arroyos. Found
almost
throughout
Texas but may
have been
introduced in
eastern portion
of the state.
Prefers brushy
areas, locally
abundant in
chaparral

Sands, loams, or X X X X X X
clays. Moist soils,
seasonal poor
drainage O.K.

Prefers grassy
uplands to
sandy deserts or
salt or alkali
flats.

Sands, loams & clays.
X
Grows in limestone, calichetype soils; tolerates saline
soils. Xeric, well-drained.

Drupes,
Full sun,
purplepart
black with shade
one seed,
June - Dec.

Showy
Full sun,
four-winged part
bracted
shade
yellowish
fruit,
August Sept.

Sands, loams &
clays. Welldrained, mesicxeric.
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X

A large, thornless, softly rounded
tropical shrub which blooms in
the afternoon year-round.
Attractive heart-shaped, limegreen leaves with velvety texture.
Evergreen.

Myriads of insects are
attracted to the copious
pollen on the flowers.
Leaves & stems are used as
the larval host plant of the
Laviana skipper.

X Thicket-forming, much branched,
slender aromatic shrub. This
fragrant ornamental blooms
profusely & is easily
transplanted. Bountiful honey
plant, hence its common name.
Good screen or hedge plant, but
flowers poisonous to horses &
mules. Persistent.

Insects of all sorts are highly
attractive to the fragrant
white blossoms, Several
species of birds are very fond
of the fruit. The shrub makes
a good cover & nesting site
for small birds.

Much-branched aromatic
rounded shrub with trifoliate
leaves. Flowers are highly
fragrant. The plant is winterhardy to Houston. Evergreen.

Fragrant flowers attract many
kinds of insects. White-tailed
deer occasionally browse the
leaves. Several species of
birds are very fond of the
fruit.

X X An evergreen shrub with diffused
branches, variable in shape.
Female plants are more showy
with their fall showy, yellow fourwinged fruit covering the tree.
This tree tolerates saline soils
well and is quite drought tolerant.
Evergreen.

This shrub is a valuable,
palatable & nutritious food for
wildlife. Fruit is eaten by
scaled quail, porcupine, rocksquirrels, jack rabbits. Pollen
from the flowers is sought
after by bees & other many
other kinds of insects.

Berberis Berberidacea 3' - 8'
trifoliolata e
Barberry Shrub
Agarita
Family

Showy
yellow
flowers.
Feb. March

Berries,
red, May July

Buddleja Buddleiaceae 3' - 7'
sessiliflora - Buddleya
Shrub
Tepozan Family

Pretty
greenishyellow
flowers
borne in
glomerules,
fragrant.
April - July
Showy
reddishpurple
globes with
long
stamens.
March May

Capsules, Full sun,
small, June part
- Sept.
shade

Small
clusters of
white or
pink
flowers at
nodes. May
- July
Small white
perfect
flowers with
yellow
anthers.
March Nov.,
sometimes
year-round

Berries,
magenta, in
clusters at
nodes,
Aug. - Nov.

Calliandra Leguminosae 1/2' - 3
conferta - Legume
Shrub
Fairy
Family
duster

Callicarpa Verbenaceae 3' - 9'
americana - Vervain
Shrub
American Family
beautyberry

Capsicum Solanaceae - 1' - 2'
annuum
Nightshade
Shrub
Chile
Family
pequin

Full sun,
part
shade

Legumes, Full sun,
small gray part
to black in shade
color, June
- Aug.

Part
shade,
dappled
shade.

Chili
Dappled
peppers,
shade, full
small &
shade
red, April Dec.

Prefers rocky
Sands, loams or X
slopes & flats of clays. Xeric, wellpastures,
drained.
thickets & open
woods

X X X X X X Well-know striking evergreen
shrub with the spiny blue-green
trifoliate leaves. This plant
makes a good hedge. Flowers
bloom very early in the spring.
Evergreen.

Prefers
Sand, sandy loams, clays. X
sandbars &
Prefers sand. Moist.
banks along
resacas & in
palm groves.
Found only in
Lower Rio
Grande Valley.
Prefers caliche Sands, loams & clays; likes X X
& limestone hills limestone & caliche-type
& cuestas in
soils. Xeric, well-drained.
Brush Country,
also dry gravelly
slopes & mesas.

Prefers moist
soils of canyons
and
bottomlands,
woods &
thickets.

Sands, loams X X X X X
& clays. Likes
rich soils. Welldrained, mesic.

Prefers ledges
along rivers,
thickets &
groves along
arroyos

Sands, loams &
clays likes
limestone soils.
Well-drained,
mesic.

150

Early blooming golden yellow
flowers offer very early nectar
for all kinds of insects.
Excellent cover & nesting
place due to spiny leaves.
Deer rarely browse this plant
unless they are hungry.
Birds & mammals of several
species gorge on the ripe
fruit.
Attractive unarmed shrub with Several kinds of insects,
stems & young leaves covered especially butterflies, sip
with dense white pubescence nectar from the nectar-laden
(short fuz zy hairs). Leaves are flowers. White-tailed deer
entire with fine teeth on edges. will browse on the leaves.
Evergreen.
For attracting butterflies, this
plant is fantastic.

X Low, densely-branched shrub
with mimosa-like leaves &
unusual reddish-purple flowers.
Persistent.

X

Open, much branched shrub with
showy magenta berries. Has
mounding form. Likes to be
watered during dry periods.
Deciduous.

X X X X X X

Perky little shrub with electric red
hot chili pepper berries. A
pleasant airy understory shrub.
Prefers moist soils. People use
fruit as a very hot flavoring for
foods. Deciduous.

Flowers attract several kinds
of insects, especially bees &
butterflies. Hummingbirds
are also attracted to these
flowers, gleaning small
insects along with the nectar.
Good cover & nesting site.
Foliage browsed by deer.
Seeds eaten by quail.
Fruits are favored by several
species of birds, i.e..,
bobwhite, mockingbirds,
cardinals, thrashers, robins,
finches & towhees.
Raccoons, opossum & gray
fox also relish berries.
Birds of several species are
highly fond of the peppers.
Plants are dispersed by
birds.

Castela
Simarubacea 3' - 10'
texana
e Quassia
Shrub
Goat-bush Family

Showy red
to orange
axillary
flowers.
March May

Drupes,
Full sun,
bright red part
with one
shade
seed, June
- Aug.

Prefers gravelly Sands, loams & X
hills, chaparral clays. Xeric, wellthickets, gulf
drained.
shores &
mesquite
prairies

X X

Celtis
pallida
Granjeno

inconspicuous
greenish
white
flowers.
Feb. - May

Drupes,
yellow to
orange,
rounded,
May - July

Prefers mesas, Sands, loams & X
foothills &
clays. Xeric, wellthickets &
drained.
brushlands

X X

Erythrina Leguminosae 3' - 6'
herbacea - Legume
Shrubby
Coralbean Family
perennial
(Shrub in
South TX)

Showy
coral red
tubular
flowers.
May - Dec.

Pods with Full sun,
poisonous part
red seeds, shade
Oct. to
Dec.

Eupatoriu Asteraceae - 2' - 6'
m
Sunflower
Shrub
odoratum Family
Fragrant
boneset

Showy
Achenes,
flower
Sept. heads, lilac Dec.
to purple.
Aug. - Oct.

Lantana
horrida
Lantana

Showy
yellow &
orange
heads
made up of
tiny florets.
May to
December
(first frost)

Ulmaceae Elm Family

10' - 18'
Shrub

Verbenaceae 3' - 6'
Vervain
Shrub
Family

Full sun,
part
shade

Part
shade,
dappled
shade,
shade

Berries,
Full sun,
green then part
dark blue- shade
black, Sept.
- Nov.

Prefers sandy
woods on
coastal plain,
but will grow
elsewhere.

Sands, loams &
clays. Welldrained, mesic.

X X X X

Prefers rocky
Sands, loams or X
clay soils along clays. Mesic, poor
coast & in valley drainage O.K.

Occurs in fields,
thickets,
swamps, rich
sandy woods,
scrub & gravelly
hills.

Sands, loams
& clays. Welldrained, xeric
to mesic.
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X Densely-branched spinose shrub
with shiny green leaves, redorange flowers & flashy red fruit.
It has a very bitter bark.
Persistent to Evergreen.

Several kinds of insects are
attracted to the flowers.
White-tailed deer browse
leaves & fruit. Several
species of game & song birds
also eat the fruits. It is
frequently used as a nesting
site by birds due to its
protective thorns & dense
branches.
X Spiny, spreading, denselyFlowers attract myriads of
branched shrub with deep green insects: bees, butterflies &
leaves having slightly scalloped diurnal moths. Fruits relished
edges. Very drought tolerant.
by all kind of critters: wrens,
Evergreen.
cardinals, pyrrhuloxias,
mockingbirds, quail,
raccoons, coyotes, rabbits.
Leaves & stems browsed by
deer. LHP of Snout
butterflies.
Striking shrub dies back in winter Elegant tubular flowers have
like a perennial in all areas but
copious nectar & are highly
south Texas. Flamboyant
attractive to the Rubysummer flowers are highly
throated hummingbird.
ornamental. Seeds are also
Seeds, though highly
attractive, though extremely
appealing visually, are
poisonous. Persistent.
poisonous and not eaten by
wildlife.
Subshrubby plant with erect or Lilac flowers provide
reclining branches. Can be used abundant nectar to
as a ground cover. Lilac flowers butterflies, bees & other
are very showy. Deciduous to insects when a lot of other
Persistent.
plants are not in bloom.
Leaves are frequently
browsed by white-tailed deer.
Ripe achenes are eaten by
sparrows & finches.
This showy shrub is planted has Colorful, long-blooming
a long, profuse blooming season. flowers attract both butterflies
Though not a native of Texas, it and hummingbirds
is planted almost throughout the throughout the season.
state. It loves the hot weather. Northern cardinals and other
It's good to prune it back to the species of birds eat the ripe
ground each winter. Deciduous. fruit. Fairly deer resistant.
Larval host plant of the
Painted Lady.

Leucophyll Scrophulariac 4' - 8'
um
eae
Shrub
frutescens Figwort
Cenizo
Family

Showy
Capsules,
lavender to Sept. light purple Dec.
flowers,
almost bellshaped.
May - Oct.

Lippia alba Verbenaceae 5' - 7'
Bushy
- Vervain
Shrub
lippia
Family

Showy
purple to
violet
flowers,
sometimes
pink &
white.
March Oct.

Dry drupes Full sun,
with 2
part
nutlets,
shade
May - Nov.

Lippia
Verbenaceae 5' - 7'
graveolen - Vervain
Shrub
s
Family
Redbrush
lippia

Showy
yellowish
white
flowers with
yellow
centers.
March Dec.
Showy blue
to lavender
flowers.
Feb. - Oct.

Drupes,
Full sun
small 7 dry
with 2
nutlets,
May - Dec.

Berries,
Full sun,
bright red & part
many
shade
seeded,
April - Dec.

Prefers gravelly, Sands, loams or X
rocky hills,
clays. Xeric, welllimestone &
drained.
alkali flats,
arroyos &
scrubland.

X

Showy
purple,
egg-plant
shaped
flowers.
April - Oct.

Red
Full sun,
tomatopart
shaped
shade
fruit, 1/41/2" in
diameter,
June - Nov.

Occurs near
ponds, ditches,
marshes, on
clay flats, salt
flats or in
gravelly soils on
chaparralcovered hills in
the Rio Grande
Plains & on
lower coastal
marshes.

X

Lycium
Solanaceae - 5' - 7'
berlandieri Nightshade
Shrub
Wolfberry Family

Lycium
Solanaceae - 3' - 6'
carolinianu Nightshade
Shrub
m
Family
Carolina
wolfberry

Full sun, a
little
shade
O.K.

Prefers rocky
limestone hills,
bluffs, ravines,
arroyos &
brushlands

Sands, loams & clays, likes X X
limestone soils. Xeric, welldrained.

Prefers woods,
river banks &
resacas in
southern Rio
Grande Valley,
Cameron &
Hildago
counties. Also
on lower coast
plains.
Prefers dry,
rocky hills,
valleys, arroyos,
chaparral &
open desert
scrub.

Sands, silts,
loams & clays.
Moist soils.

X

Sands, loams, gravelly
clays; likes limestone
caliche-like soils. Xeric,
well-drained.

Sands, loams,
X
clays of gravelly
texture. Moist
soils, poor
drainage O.K.
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X Drought-hardy shrub with pretty
gray leaves & long-blooming
magenta to lavender flowers.
The silvery-gray leaves lend a
highly ornamental flair to this
shrub. Evergreen.

The showy lavender flowers
attract several kinds of
insects. This dense shrub
offers good cover and safe
nesting site for birds. The
leaves are not readily
browsed by white-tailed deer.
Larval host plant of the
Theona Checkerspot.
Much-branched aromatic shrub Both butterflies &
with opposite leaves & purple- hummingbirds are attracted
violet flowers. This is a very
to these flowers. The ripe
ornamental plant & is widely
seeds eaten by a number of
cultivated. Deciduous to
bird species.
Persistent.

X Slender, aromatic pubescent
shrub with yellowish-white
flowers & opposite leaves. Very
drought tolerant, once
established. Persistent.

Redbrush lippia is an
excellent honey shrub.
Myriads of insects are
attracted to the nectar-laden
flowers, especially bees &
butterflies. Seeds are eaten
by a number of species of
birds.
X Spiny, sparingly-branched shrub Flowers attract many insects
with semi-succulent leaves.
while the leaves are browsed
Shrub is very attractive when in by white-tailed deer. Several
bloom & in fruit. Persistent to
species of birds & small
Evergreen.
mammals eat the fruit
including chachalacas in
South Texas. Raccoon also
love the fruit.
Medium-sized spiny erect to
Flowers attract several kinds
somewhat trailing shrub with
of insects. Red fruits are not
thick fleshy grayish leaves &
only attractive to the eye they
purple flowers. Attractive red are relished by several
fruit. Can be used as ground
species of birds, including
cover. Highly salt tolerant.
Whooping cranes. WhiteEvergreen with summer
tailed deer browse on the
watering.
succulent leaves.

Malpighia Malpighiacea 5' - 9'
glabra
e Malpighia
Shrub
Barbados Family
cherry

Malvavisc Malvaceae us
Mallow Family
drummond
ii Turk's
cap

White to
pale pink
flowers.
March Dec.

4' - 9'
Showy red
Shrubby flowers.
perennial, May - Nov.
shrub in
South TX

Drupes, red Full sun,
& fleshy,
part
May - Dec. shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers thickets, Sands, loams &
brushlands &
clays. Wellpalm groves
drained, mesic.

Berry-like
fruit, red,
flattened,
August Sept.

Prefers moist
Sands, loams X X X X X X X
woodlands,
& clays. Likes
wood margins, limestone soils,
streamsides,
tolerates
river edges in
gumbo. Hydricshady
mesic, likes
conditions. Low moisture.
grounds.
Prefers rocky
Sands, loams & clays, likes X X
woods on
limestone soils. WellEdwards
drained, mesic-xeric.
Plateau & Rio
Grande Plains

Part
shade,
dappled
shade,
shade

Pavonia
Malvaceae - 2' - 5'
lasiopetala Mallow Family Shrub
Rose
pavonia

Showy pink Capsules,
flowers.
July - Dec.
May - Dec.,
sometimes
all year

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Phaulotha Phytolaccace 6' - 10'
mnus
ae Pokeweed Shrub
spinescen Family
s
Snakeeyes

inconspicuous m & f
flowers,
solitary or
in racemes,
on
separate
trees. Aug.
- Sept.
Showy
magenta
red flowers,
also comes
in white,
pink or
coral. April
- Dec.

Part
shade,
dappled
shade,
shade

Salvia
greggii
Autumn
sage

Lamiaceae Mint Family

2' - 4'
Shrub

Drupe,
oneseeded,
transparent
looking like
snake
eyes, Sept.
- Nov.

Nutlets,
Full sun,
June - Dec. part
shade

X

X

Prefers clayey Sandy loams clays. Moist
soils in thickets soils, poor drainage O.K.
& palm groves in
southern-most
Lower Rio
Grande Valley.

X

Prefers rocky
soils in central,
south & west
Texas.

X X

Sands, loams & clays. X
Likes limestone soils,
esp. Well-drained,
mesic-xeric.
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Erect shrub with many slender
stems from the base. Leaves
are simple & opposite, while
flowers are pink, though
sometimes white. Fruit is an
attractive red color. This is a
highly ornamental shrub.
Evergreen.

Flowers attract an
abundance of insects of all
varieties. Several species of
birds & small mammals eat
the fruit. Raccoons &
coyotes are especially fond
of them. White-tailed deer
browse the leaves. LHP of
Cassius Blue & White Patch.
A good ornamental for shady
Attractive red flowers are
situations. Forms colonies in
very popular with
shady spots. Serves as good hummingbirds. Butterflies,
ground cover. Best pruned back diurnal moths & other insects
after 2 years. Deciduous.
are also attracted to the
flowers. The bland fruit is
eaten by several species of
birds & small mammals.
X Very attractive flowering
Lush pink flowers attract
perennial shrub. Leaves are
many species of butterflies &
scalloped & velvety to the touch. moths. Leaves are browsed
Numerous flowers open every by white-tailed deer.
morning & close in the afternoon.
Requires little care beyond
occasional watering & pruning.
Perennial.
Erect shrub with dense spiny
Snake-eyes is an excellent
branches & very unusual fruits protective cover & nesting
that look like snake eyes. This site for small birds. Fruits are
species grows only in the
eaten by several species of
southern-most tip of the state.
fruit-loving birds & small
Persistent to Evergreen.
mammals. Deer occasionally
browse the leaves. Warblers,
long-billed thrashers are
especially fond of the fruit
X Aromatic showy shrub which
Abundant flowers provide
blooms prolifically spring,
copious nectar which is
summer & fall. Adaptable to
attractive to bees &
other areas of the state where especially hummingbirds.
not native. Good as ground
Ruby-throats can't seem to
cover or hedge. Really needs get enough. Provides food
good drainage. Persistent
over the long hot summer for
(almost Evergreen).
them when other plants have
waned.

Sophora Leguminosae 6' - 9'
tomentosa Legume
Shrub
Yellow
Family
sophora

Showy,
Leguminou Full sun,
elongate
s pods,
part
racemes of necklace- shade
yellow
like &
flowers.
densely
March pubescent,
Oct.
July - Nov.

Prefers sandy
beaches &
flatlands from
Valley to
Coastal Prairies

Sands & loams.
Tolerates saline
soils. Welldrained, mesicxeric.

X

X

Xylosma
flexuosa
Brush
holly

Frankeniacea 6' - 10'
e Frankenia Shrub
Family

Small white
m&f
flowers.
Dec.

Berries,
small & red
with eight
seeds,
Dec.

Part
shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers
chaparral &
brushy areas,
also palm
groves

Sands, loams & X
clays. Mesic, poor
drainage O.K.

X

Batis
maritima
Seaside
saltwort

Bataceae Saltwort
Family

Small white
m&f
flowers,
separate
on same
plant. June
- Aug.
Showy
yellow
composite
flowers.
Dec.

Fruit a
Full sun
fleshy
yellow
aggregate,
Aug. - Oct.

Prefers sandy
beaches, mud
flats & saline
marshes

Sands, sandy
loams & clays.
Mesic, poor
drainage O.K.

X

X

Achenes,
Dec.

Full sun

Prefers salt
Sands, loams & X
marshes, sandy clays. Mesic, poor
shores, sea
drainage O.K.
beaches &
saline prairies

X

Avicennia Verbenaceae 3' - 4'
germinans - Vervain
Seaside
Black
Family
shrub
mangrove

Showy
creamy
white
flowers.
July - Aug.

Capsule
Full sun
with one
seed. Sept.
- Oct.

Prefers sandy or Sands, loams & X
clay tidal flats & clays. Mesic, poor
lagoons
drainage O.K.

X

Agave
Agavaceae americana Agave Family
Century
plant

Showy
yellow
flowers on
tall bloom
stalk,
flowers
only once.
June - July

Capsules,
brown &
many
seeded.
Flowers
only once
in its
lifetime.

Common on
naturally
occurring
islands in
Laguna Madre,
escaped
elsewhere.

X

Borrichia Asteraceae
frutescens Sunflower
Ox-eye
Family
daisy

1' - 2'
Seaside
shrub

1' - 4'
Seaside
shrub

Leaves 2'3', flower
stalk 8'-9'.
Succulent

Full sun

Sands, loams & X
clays. Xeric, welldrained.
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Small rounded shrub with
densely pubescent foliage,
splashy yellow flowers &
unusually furry seed pods
shaped like a necklace.
Wonderful long-blooming accent
plant. Leaves are a beautiful
silvery green & feel like velvet.
Seeds poisonous. Evergreen.
Slender, evergreen, thorny shrub
or small tree with small white
flowers & yellow & red berries.
Highly ornamental shrub which
blooms throughout the year.
Evergreen.
Low, pale green shrub with
creeping stems, thick succulent
leaves & white flowers & fleshy
yellow fruits. This species is
highly salt tolerant & also
tolerates seasonal poor
drainage. Evergreen.
Small, fleshy, pale green shrub
with attractive bright yellow
flowers. Plants tolerate salt &
poor drainage conditions well.
Evergreen.

Flowers attract a number of
insects including butterflies,
moths & bees. Foliage is
not browsed by deer.

Flowers full of nectar
attracting an abundance of
insects of many varieties.
Fruits provide excellent food
to birds & small mammals
almost throughout the year.
Fruits are eaten by several
species of birds & small
mammals. Colonial water
birds will often establish a
nesting site where this plant
grows abundantly.

Bees & butterflies are
attracted to the flowers.
Seed eating birds dine on the
ripe achenes. Plants are
also used for cover by small
birds & mammals, especially
rails.
Shrub or small tree with leathery Flowers attract a wide variety
green leaves & attractive creamy of insects, while the seeds
white flowers. Highly tolerant of are eaten by some species of
saline conditions as well as
birds & small mammals, esp.
extremely poor drainage. Soils rodents. Provides ample
can even be permanently wet. cover & nesting substrate
Excellent erosion control plant. along lower coastal areas for
Evergreen.
many species of colonial
waterbirds.
X Medium to large leaf-succulent Plants live many years,
with basal rosette of large
bloom only once, then die
attractive gray-green leaves.
(sending off pups on the
This is a naturalized plant that
side). Insects &
has escaped from cultivation. It hummingbirds are attracted
is also widely cultivated for the to the flowers. Many birds &
beauty & shape of its spinesmall mammals eat the ripe
tipped leaves. Evergreen.
seeds.

Agave
scabra
Rough
agave

Agavaceae - Leaves 1'Agave Family 2', flower
stalk 4'.
Succulent

Hechtia
Bromeliaceae 1/3' - 1/2'
glomerata Pineapple
Succulent
Guapilla
Family

Manfreda Agavaceae - Leaves 2'
variegata Agave Family - 4'
Huaco
Flower
stalk 4' 12'.
Succulent

Yucca
Agavaceae constricta Agave Family
Buckley
yucca

2' leaves
3'- 6'
flower
stalk.
Succulent

Yucca
Agavaceae - 5' - 15'
treculeana Agave Family Succulent
Spanish
dagger

Aristolochi
a marshii
Marsh's
pipevine

Aristolochiaceae
Pipevine
Family

Climber.
Vine

Showy
yellow
flowers on
tall bloom
stalk. April June

Capsule,
Full sun
brown,
manyseeded.
Flowers
only once
in its
lifetime.
Showy
Capsule,
Full sun
creamy
brown,
white m & f manyflowers on seeded,
separate
July - Aug.
plants. May
- Aug
Showy
Capsules, Full sun,
yellow to July - Oct. part
coral
shade
orange
flowers,
spicy
fragrance.
April - July

Occurs on
sandy &
calcareous soils
in extreme
southwest Rio
Grande Plains in
Starr, Webb &
Zapata counties.
Occurs on
gravelly sites,
sandstone
formations &
saline clays in
Starr Co.

Sands & clays, likes
X
calcareous soils. Xeric, welldrained.

Medium to large stemless plant
with an open basal rosette of
large grayish leaves with a rough
surface. Evergreen.

Many species of insects are
attracted to flower pollen &
nectar. Hummingbirds also
sip nectar from flowers.
Many birds & small mammals
dine on the ripe seeds.

Sands, sandy loams &
clays. Xeric, well-drained.

Sharply serrate linear basal
rosette leaves with the habit of a
yucca or agave, but in the
pineapple family. Often forms
dense colonies. Evergreen.

Flowers attract myriads of
insects of all varieties. Spiny
plant provides excellent for
small mammals. Seeds
eaten by small mammals &
birds.

Prefers prairies Sands, loams & X
& chaparrals
clays, acid or
calcareous. Welldrained, mesicxeric.

X

Showy
Capsules. Full sun,
panicles of Sept. - Oct. part
creamy shade
white
flowers.
April - June

Prefers brushy Sands, loams &
woods &
clays; likes
grasslands.
limestone soils.
Xeric, welldrained.

X X

X

Showy,
white &
waxy
flowers on
tall flower
stalk,
fragrant at
night. Feb.
- April
Bizarre
reddishpurple
pipeshaped
flowers.
Feb. - June

Capsules, Full sun,
Sept. - Oct. part
shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers tall
chaparral or
brushland

X

X X

Capsules, Part
May - Aug. shade,
dappled
shade

Prefers alluvial Sands, silts & clays. Mesic, X
soils along rivers poor drainage O.K.
& resacas in the
Rio Grande
Valley

Sands, loams, &
clays. Welldrained, mesic.
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X

Green succulent rosette leaves Fragrant flowers emit their
with purplish-brown spots -- very perfume in the evening thus
eye-catching. Makes an
attracting many moths as
excellent accent plant for any
pollinators. Finches,
garden. Spicy perfumed flowers sparrows & other seed eating
are especially fragrant in the
birds eat the ripe seeds as do
evening. Evergreen.
several species of small
rodents & other small
mammals.
X X Very striking accent plant, lovely Elegant waxy flowers emit
when in bloom. This plant is the their fragrance at night
most flower-like of all the yuccas. attracting moths which
Leaves are dark green with white pollinate them. Flowers are
edges. Older leaves get threads. edible and popular with
Tips are armed with healthy
white-tailed deer. Larval host
spines. Evergreen.
plant to Yucca giant skipper.
Dramatic accent plant with lush Moths pollinate fragrant white
tropical-looking flowers. Hard to flowers by night. Good
transplant old ones. Evergreen. nesting shrub, well-protected.
Flowers eaten by many
specie of mammals. Larval
host plant for Strecker's giant
skipper, Ursine giant skipper
& Yucca giant skipper.
Herbaceous twining vine with
This unusual vine is the larval
slender stems & triangular lobed host plant for the Polydamus
leaves & unusual pipe-shaped swallowtail.
flowers. Persistent, but dies
back.

Chiococca Rubiaceae alba
Madder
David's
Family
milkberry

Climber
over
shrubs.
Vine-like
shrub

White to
yellowish
flowers,
borne in
racemes.
Feb. - Sept.

Drupes,
white,
globose,
very
showy,
May - Nov.

Clematis Ranunculace Climber.
drummond ae Buttercup Vine
ii
Family
Old man's
beard

Creamy
white to
palest
yellow
flowers.
March Sept.
White m & f
flowers,
borne in
racemes.
Feb. - Sept.

Achenes, Full sun,
slender & part
plumose,
shade
Aug. - Oct.

Cocculus Menespermac Climber.
diversifoliu eae
Vine
s
Moonseed
Correhuel Family
a

Part
shade,
dappled
shade

Drupes,
Part
blue-black, shade,
May - Nov. dappled
shade

Prefers loamy Sandy loams, loams &
soils in thickets, loamy clays. Moist, poor
brushy areas & drainage O.K.
palm groves in
Cameron
County.

X

Prefers dryish
soils, dry
washes & rocky
canyons,
roadsides,
fencerows &
thickets.
Prefers brushy
areas on a
variety of soil
types in the
Lower Rio
Grande Valley.

Sands, loams &
X X X X X X
clays, likes
limestone soils.
Xeric, well-drained,
drought tolerant.

Sands, loams & clays, likes X
caliche-type soils. Welldrained, mesic.

Lonicera Caprifoliacea Climber to
sempervir e
40'. Vine
ens Coral Honeysuckle
honeysuck Family
le

Showy
Berries,
Full sun,
orange red red, April - part
tubular
Jan.
shade
flowers in
clusters.
March Dec.

Prefers moist
fertile soils of
East Texas,
woods &
thickets

Sands, loams X X X X X
& clays. Mesichydric soils;
poor drainage
O.K.

Rubus
Rosaceae trivialis
Rose Family
Southern
dewberry

Showy
Dewberries Full sun,
white
May - June part
flowers with
shade,
five petals.
dappled
Feb. - April
shade

Prefers low
grounds,
swampy areas
at low
elevations.

Sands, loams X X X X X X X X
& clays. Mesic,
tolerates poor
drainage.

Small
yellow
flowers in
panicles; m
& f flowers
on
separate
plants. Feb.
- Nov.

Frequently
Sands, loams & clays.
X
found on loamy Mesic-hydric, poor drainage
soils near the
O.K.
Rio Grande
flood plain

Climber.
Vine-like
plant

Serjania Sapindaceae Climber.
brachycar - Soapberry Vine
pa
Family
Serjania

Samaras
bearing
seeds,
March Dec.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade
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An attractive scandent, unarmed
smooth stemmed shrub that acts
like a vine. It has simple
opposite leaves and white
flowers. Fruits are white rounded
& very eye-catching. This plant
makes a very nice ground cover.
Persistent.
X A vigorous climber that will drape
other trees & shrubs. Especially
beautiful in late summer & fall
when the feathery achenes are
backlit by the sun, they glisten.
This can be a very ornamental
vine. Deciduous.
An attractive woody climbing,
twining vine with simple, variablyshaped leaves, white flowers &
blue-black fruit. Twines on
fences & other plants. Persistent.

Flowers attract several kinds
of insects. Several species
of birds thrive on the fruit.
The shrub is a good place to
hide from predators for small
birds.

Old man's beard serves as
an excellent protective cover
& nesting site. Achenes are
eaten by many species of
birds. Larval host plant of the
Fatal metalmark butterfly.

Several kinds of insects are
attracted to the flowers.
While the fruit will make
people sick, birds will eat
them when they are ripe.
White-tailed deer browse the
leaves occasionally.
A beautiful everblooming vine
Ruby-throated and Blackthat grows well & is wellchinned hummers are
behaved. Likes morning sun &
attracted to this vine spring,
afternoon dappled shade. Needs summer and fall, esp. during
extra water when getting
migration. Orioles also sip
established, but not later.
nectar, as do butterflies.
Though not native of South
Fruit-eating birds relish the
Texas, it will grow well in more succulent red berries in the
mesic areas. Persistent.
fall. LHP of Spring Azure.
A weedy, trailing plant rooting at Flowers attract myriads of
tips of canes & branches.
insects, while dewberries are
Though this is not an overly
great favorites of
attractive plant it has great
innumerable species of small
wildlife value.
birds & mammals. It also
provides excellent cover for
them as well.
Slender, somewhat hairy
This dense vine provides
scandent vine with woody base, excellent protective cover for
no thorns & compound leaves. small birds. Insects are
Forms a dense mantle that can attracted to the flowers.
cover shrubs & small trees.
Several species of birds dine
Persistent.
on the ripe seeds.

Bothriochl Poaceae
2' - 4'
oa
Grass Family Grass
barbinode
s Cane
bluestem

Flowering Seeds,
spikelets
Aug. - Nov.
greenish
gray to
silvery.
May - Oct.

Bothriochl Poaceae
oa
Grass Family
saccaroide
s v.
longipanic
ulata
Longspike
silver
bluestem
Bouteloua Poaceae
curtipendu Grass Family
la
Sideoats
grama

2' - 4'
Grass

Flowering
spikelets
green to
silver. May
- Oct.

2' - 6'
Grass

Spikelets, Seeds,
yellowish, June - Nov.
arranged
down along
stem. May Oct.

Bouteloua Poaceae
1/2' - 2'
repens
Grass Family Grass
Slender
grama

Full sun, a
little
shade
O.K.

Seeds.
Full sun,
Sets seed part
shortly after shade
flowering.

Prefers open
Loose limey soils. X
grassy areas
Xeric, wellthroughout
drained.
western 2/3rds
of state.

X X X X X X A very attractive coarse
perennial bunch grass with lovely
seed heads. Silvery seed heads
catch the rays of the sun making
the plant appear to glisten.
Warm-season perennial.

Prefers dryish
open areas,
woodland
edges, along
roadsides

Sands, sandy X X X X
loams, loams &
clays. Xericmesic.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Tolerates a
variety of open
places
throughout
state. Does well
in disturbed
areas. Not as
common in
eastern forests.

Sands, loams
& clays, both
limestone &
igneous soils.
Well-drained,
mesic-xeric.

Flowering Seeds,
Full sun
spikelets
May - Dec.
greenish to
yellowish.
April - Dec.

Prefers open or
brushy pastures
& road rights-ofway, often found
along streams &
banks.
Prefers
grasslands,
grassy woods
openings, road
rights-of way &
moist slopes

Sands, loams & clays. Well- X
drained, mesic-xeric.

Bouteloua Poaceae
1/2' - 1
Flowering Seeds,
Full sun
rigidiseta Grass Family 1/2' Grass spikelets, May - Nov.
Texas
perky &
grama
starshaped,
turns from
green to
silvery
gold. April Nov.

Sands, loams &
clays. Welldrained, mesicxeric.
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X

This grass becomes increasingly
beautiful as its seed head ripens
and catches the sun light,
glowing silvery. This bunchgrass
has a conspicuous basal cluster
of leaves & stems. Warm-season
perennial.

X X X X X X X X X X Our state grass is a strong
perennial and works well as a
garden accent. Competes well
with short grasses but not tallgrass prairie grasses. Great
choice for wildflower meadow
garden. Warm-season perennial
bunch grass. Dormant in winter.

X X X X X X X

Cane bluestem is a good
forage grass for wildlife
especially before stems
become mature & fibrous.
Sparrows & other
granivorous birds forage on
ripe seeds. Grass parts used
as nesting & denning
material.
This bunch grass is a fairly
good forage grass for whitetailed deer. Parts of the
grass are used as nesting &
denning material by birds &
small mammals. Many
species of seed-eating birds
eat the ripe seeds.

Provides good grazing for
wildlife and an abundance of
bird seed for seed-eating
birds of several varieties.
Food available spring,
summer & fall. Grass parts
used as nesting & denning
material. Larval host plant
for Dotted skipper & green
skipper.
Tufted perennial grass with
Ripe seeds are eaten by
slender stems & perky seed
several species of birds.
heads. Good grass to mix with Various parts of grass are
South Texas wildflowers.
used as nesting & denning
Perennial.
material. Provides forage to
a fair extent to grazers.
Short, highly attractive tufted
A number of small birds will
perennial grass with slender
eat the ripe seeds. Perhaps
weak stems & very eye-catching not ever enough of it to
flowering spikelets. When
provide much forage for the
backlit, they catch the rays of the larger grazers.
sun & glisten like little shooting
stars. Warm-season perennial.

Buchloe Poaceae
3" -12"
dactyloide Grass Family Grass
s
Buffalogra
ss

Flowering
spikelets
yellowish
green.
June - Nov.
or
whenever
not
dormant
Flowering
spikelets
green to
buffy tan.
June - Oct.

Seeds.
Full sun
Sets seed
shortly after
flowering.

Prefers open
Sands, loams & X X X X X X X X X This is a w onderful turf grass. It
areas in many clays. Xeric, welltakes a little longer to establish in
kinds of soils,
drained.
caliche soils. Once established,
short-grass
it is very drought tolerant. It
prairies of
turns a soft golden brown when it
Central & North
goes dormant. Perennial turf
Central Texas
grass.

Seeds.
Sets seed
shortly after
flowering.

Prefers moist
woodland soils,
often along
creek bottoms &
near
streamsides.

Sands, loams X X X X X X X X
& clays. Mesic,
seasonal poor
drainage O.K.

Digitaria Poaceae
1' - 3'
californica Grass Family Grass
California
cottontop

Flowering
spikelets
greenish to
whitish
silver. July
- Nov.

Seeds.
Full sun,
Sets seed part
shortly after shade
flowering.

Grows on wide
variety of soil
types in open
grassy areas.

Sands, loams &
clays. Welldrained, mesicxeric.

X

Elyonurus Poaceae
tripsacoide Grass Family
s
Pan
American
balsamsca
le
Eragrostis Poaceae
intermedia Grass Family
Plains
lovegrass

Flowering
spikelets
greenish
turning
yellowish.
May - Nov.

Seeds.
Full sun
Sets seed
shortly after
flowering.

Prefers coastal Sands & sandy
grasslands &
loams. Wellwoods openings drained, mesicxeric.

X

1 1/2' - 3' Flowering
Grass
spikelets
grayishgreen
turning
reddish
purple.
June - Nov.

Seeds.
Full sun
Sets seed
shortly after
flowering.

Prefers sandy, Sands & clays.
clayey, rocky
Xeric, wellground in open drained.
areas, also
grows well in
disturbed areas.

X X X X X X

Seeds.
Full sun,
Sets seed part
shortly after shade
flowering.

Prefers open
Sands, loams & clays. Well- X
grassy areas in drained, mesic-xeric.
far south Texas.

Chasmant Poaceae
2' - 4'
hium
Grass Family Grass
latifolium
Inland
sea-oats

1' - 3'
Grass

Eragrostis Poaceae
1' - 2 1/2'
palmeri
Grass Family Grass
Rio
Grande
lovegrass

Flowering
spikelets
grayishgreen
turning
purplish.
Sept.- Nov.

Part
shade,
dappled
shade, full
shade
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Buffalograss provides fine
nesting & denning materials,
especially for lining bird's
nests. Seeds of male flowers
are eaten by small
granivorous birds. Is the
larval host plant of the Green
skipper.

Serves as excellent forage
for wildlife esp. birds &
mammals. Many parts of the
grass used as nesting &
denning material. Larval host
plant for Northern pearly eye,
Pepper & salt skipper, Bell's
roadside skipper & Bronzed
roadside skipper.
X X X X X X X An attractive tufted, leafy
California cottontop provides
perennial grass with very pretty good forage for wildlife.
seed heads. This pretty grass Many birds & small mammals
can be a wonderful accent to the eat the ripe seeds. Grass
garden. Warm-season perennial. parts are used as nesting &
denning material.
X

In moist soils in shaded areas,
this beautiful grass makes a solid
mat. Big drooping spikelets are
especially fetching, esp. when
turned to whitish gold in the fall.
Great garden accent plant.
Warm-season perennial, dies
back in winter.

When the flower head appears, When found in abundance,
this is a very attractive grass.
this tufted perennial grass
Warm-season, tufted perennial. can provide good forage for
wildlife. Ripe seeds eaten by
a few species of birds. Grass
parts used as nesting &
denning material.
X This beautiful bunch grass has Plains lovegrass provides fair
very elegant, delicate seed
grazing for wildlife. Small
heads suffused with a reddish seed eating birds forage on
purple color when ripe. Grows the ripe seeds. Grass parts
well with other grasses &
are used for denning &
wildflowers in a prairie
nesting material.
association or small pocket
prairie. Warm-season, tufted
perennial.
Attractive tufted perennial grass Rio Grande lovegrass
that grows only in the Rio
provides fair forage for
Grande Valley. This species has wildlife. Some seed-eating
a very pretty seed head. Warm- birds dine on the ripe seeds.
season, tufted perennial.
Grass parts are used as
nesting & denning material.

Heteropog Poaceae
3" - 2 1/2'
on
Grass Family Grass
contortus
Tanglehea
d

Hilaria
Poaceae
4" - 6"
berlangeri Grass Family Grass
Curlymesquite

Panicum Poaceae
3' - 6'
virgatum Grass Family Grass
Switchgra
ss

Flowering
spikelets
yellowish
tan, turning
brownish.
March Dec.
Flowering
spikelets
greenish
gray to
silvery in
fall. July Nov.
Flowering
spikelets
green
turning rich
gold. Aug. Sept.

Seeds.
Full sun
Sets seed
shortly after
flowering.

Prefers
grasslands of
lower Texas
Gulf Coast, also
mountains of
West Texas.

Sands & sandy
loams. Welldrained, mesicxeric.

Seeds,
Full sun, a
Aug. - Nov. little
shade
O.K.

Prefers rocky
slopes, dry
hillsides &
grassy or brushy
plains.

Thin limestone soils,
clays & caliche type
soils. Also sands &
loams. Xeric, welldrained.

Seeds. Oct. Full sun,
- Nov.
part
shade

Prefers
seasonally
moist, open
areas
throughout
Texas.

Sands, loams X X X X X X X X X X Gorgeous tall-grass can be used
& clays. Moist
as dramatic accent plant. Turns
soils, seasonal
deep, rich golden color in fall.
poor drainage
Has airy, filigreed seedhead. Can
O.K.
also be used in small pocket
prairie. Does great in Houston,
loves the extra water. Warmseason perennial bunch grass.

Pappopho Poaceae
1/2' - 2
Flowering Seeds,
Full sun,
rum
Grass Family 1/2' Grass spikelets
April - Nov. part
bicolor
yellowishshade
Pink
pink turning
pappasgra
to fluffy
ss
pinkish
rose. April Nov.

Prefers grassy Sands, loams &
plains, moist
clays. Mesic.
road rights-ofway & open
valleys

Schizachy Poaceae
2' - 5'
rium
Grass Family Grass
scoparium
v. littoralis
Little
Bluestem

Flowering Seeds,
spikelets
Sept. blue-green Dec.
to silvery
gold. Aug. Dec.

Setaria
Poaceae
2' - 4'
macrostac Grass Family Grass
hya
Plains
bristlegras
s

Flowering Seeds,
Full sun,
spikelets
June - Nov. part
greenish to
shade
yellow. May
- Nov.

Prefers woods
openings, rocky
slopes of
pastures &
rangeland, along
forest borders
and prairies
throughout
Texas.
Prefers open
grassy areas in
southern portion
of the state

Full sun,
part
shade

X

X

X X

X Tanglehead is a caespitose
grass with curly sharp awns,
making it an interesting looking
grass. Warm-season perennial.

X X X X X X X Curly-mesquite looks a bit like
Buffalograss & can be used as a
lawn grass, but it can be
somewhat lumpy. It makes a
better ground cover. Warmseason perennial.

X X X

While not excellent forage for
wildlife, grass parts are used
as nesting & denning
material. A few birds will eat
the ripe seeds.

Seed heads are eaten by
various granivorous birds.
Grass parts are used as
nesting & denning material
by a variety of small wildlife
species.

Provides fair grazing for
wildlife, seeds sought after by
seed-eating birds. Excellent
sparrow food in winter.
Provides good protective
cover and nesting & denning
material. Good place for
butterflies to get out of the
wind. LHP for Delaware
skipper.
X This is one of the truly beautiful Though it's not a good forage
grasses with its pink fluffy seed grass, it makes up for it in its
head that catches the sunlight. beauty. A few birds eat the
Perennial.
ripe seeds. Grass parts used
for nesting & denning
material.

Sands, loams X X X X X X X X X X Wide-ranging bunchgrass,
Provides fairly good grazing
& clays. Welldominant of the tallgrass prairie. for wildlife. Good cover
drained, mesic.
Tolerant of wide variety of
grass, grass parts provide
moisture & drought. A symphony denning & nesting material
of beautiful color changes
for birds & mammals. Larval
through the year from blue-green host plant for Dusted skipper,
to coppery gold in the fall. Warm- Delaware skipper, Dixie
season perennial. Dormant in
skipper, Cross-line skipper &
winter.
Cobweb skipper.
Sands, loams & X
X
Tufted perennial grass with stiffly Attractive seed heads
clays. Wellerect stems & densely flowered provide lots of ripe seeds for
drained, mesicflowerheads. Perennial.
granivorous sparrows,
xeric.
finches & buntings. Grass
parts used as nesting &
denning material Provides
fair grazing for wildlife.
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Setaria
Poaceae
1 1/2' - 3' Flowering
texana
Grass Family Grass
spikelets
Texas
greenish to
bristlegras
greenish
s
yellow.
May.
Trichloris Poaceae
2' - 3'
Flowering
pluriflora Grass Family Grass
spikelets
Showy
tawny
chloris
turning
(Multisilvery
flowered
white. July
false- Sept.
rhodesgra
ss)
Tridens
Poaceae
1 1/2' - 3' Flowering
albescens Grass Family Grass
spikelets
White
greenish
tridens
turning
silvery
white.
March Nov.
Paspalum Poaceae
1' - 2 1/2' Flowering
monostac Grass Family Seaside spikelets
hyum
grass
greenish to
Gulfdune
straw then
paspalum
brown. May
- Nov.
Spartina Poaceae
4' - 7'
spartinae Grass Family Seaside
Gulf
grass
cordgrass

Abronia
ameliae
Heart's
delight

Seeds,
June

Full sun,
part
shade

Seeds,
Full sun
Aug. - Oct.

Sands, loams & clays. Well- X X
drained, mesic-xeric.

Tufted perennial with erect stem
& smaller flower head than plains
bristlegrass. Leaves are dark
green, spikelets are lime-green.
Perennial.

Texas bristlegrass provides
only fair forage for grazing
wildlife, but sparrows, finches
& buntings forage on the ripe
seeds.

Silts or clays.
Mesic, seasonal
poor drainage
O.K.

Highly ornamental grass with a
very showy flower head.
Especially striking when backlit
by the sun. Makes an excellent
accent plant for any garden.
Warm-season perennial.

Provides cover for small
animals. Ripe seeds eaten
by granivorous birds & small
rodents. Grass parts used as
nesting & denning material.

X

X

Seeds,
Full sun,
April - Nov. part
shade

Prefers clayey Clay loams &
soils along
clays. Mesic.
ditches, in
swales & areas
that get
abundance of
drainage water.

X X X X X X X X X Tufted perennial grass with
White tridens provides fair
attractive whitish seed heads
grazing for wildlife. Seedwith purplish tips. This pretty
eating birds forage on the
grass is good mixed in with other ripe seeds. Grass parts used
grasses & wildflowers. Perennial. as nesting & denning
material.

Seeds,
Full sun
June - Nov.

Frequently on
Sands, loose.
coastal dune
Xeric, wellformations,
drained.
backshore dues
& dune ridges.

X

X

This seaside paspale grass with This grass provides
smooth leaves & denselyprotective cover & forage for
flowered single branch prefers small seaside creatures.
the backshore dunes & ridges. It
tolerates salt air, loose soils &
high winds. Perennial, stout.

Prefers marshy
areas, also
coastal flats &
brackish
marshlands.

X X

X X

This stout perennial with densely
clumped stems has a stout
spike-like flower head. It will
form extensive meadows along
coastal flats & other lowland
areas. Can grow in soils that are
submerged in salt water
periodically. Perennial, stout.

X

X

Highly ornamental wildflower that Heart's delight is highly
does well in a garden or planned attractive to butterflies and
landscape. Perennial.
especially moths. Insects are
attracted by the highly
fragrant perfume.

Flowering Seeds, July Full sun
spikelets
- Nov.
greenish to
straw colored
then tan.
June Sept.

Nyctaginacea 8" - 24"
Showy
e Four o'clock Wildflower deep pink
Family
flowers in
3" heads,
very
fragrant.
March June

Prefers open
grassy areas in
South Texas &
southern part of
Edwards
Plateau.
Prefers low
areas

Anthocarp Full sun,
with seeds. part
March shade
June

Sands, silts,
muds. Hydric,
tolerates wet
soils.

Grows in sandy Sands, deep.
areas in live oak Xeric, wellwoods, along
drained.
roadsides from
the Rio Grande
Plains north to
the Panhandle

160

This distinctive grass
provides excellent food &
cover for all sorts of marine &
seashore critter, especially
rails, shorebirds & beach
rodents.

Anthericu Liliaceae
m
Lily Family
chandleri
Lila de los
llanos

1' - 3'
Pretty pale Capsule
Wildflower orange
with seeds,
flowers.
July - Dec.
May - Nov.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Engleman Asteraceae
nia
Sunflower
pinnatifida Family
Engelman
n daisy

1' - 3'
Showy
Achenes,
Wildflower yellow
April - Dec.
daisy-like
flowers.
Feb. - Nov.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Gutierrezi Asteraceae
a
Sunflower
sarothrae Family
Texas
snakewee
d

1' 3'
Showy tiny Achenes, Full sun,
Wildflower yellow
Oct. - Dec. part
flowers.
shade
Sept. Nov.

Hibiscus Malvaceae
3' - 8'
Showy red
cardiophyll Mallow Family Wildflower flowers.
us
Dec.
Heartleaf
hibiscus

Salvia
coccinea
Scarlet
sage

Lamiaceae
Mint Family

Capsule,
multivalved
, with
seeds,
Dec.

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

2' - 4'
Showy red Calyx with Full sun,
Wildflower tubular
nutlets,
part
flowers.
June - Dec. shade,
May - Dec.
dappled
shade

Tephrosia Leguminosae 9" - 10"
Showy
lindheimeri Legume
Wildflower magenta
Hoary pea Family
flowers in
4"- inch
clusters.
April - Oct.

Leguminou Full sun,
s pod with part
seeds,
shade
June - Nov.

Grows in
prairies and
chaparral in the
Lower Rio
Grande Valley &
along the
southern coast.
Grows in opens
fields, meadows,
along roadsides
throughout
much of the
state.
Grows in open
areas, prairies,
fields, meadows
on poor, dry
soils; also along
roadsides.

Grows in
chaparral &
brush country,
also in canyons
in Corpus
Christi, south to
Rio Grande
Plains west to
Val Verde
County.
Prefers sandy
soils in thickets,
chaparral, on
edges of open
woods from East
to South Texas.

Grows in open
areas, prairies,
plains,
brushlands &
chaparral.

Sands, loams &
clays. Welldrained.

X

X

Anthericum sports yellow to pale Flowers attract an
orange flowers on slender
assortment of insects.
elegant stems. Plant does well
in slightly shady conditions & can
bloom for a long period of time.
Perennial.

Sands, loams X X X X X X X X X X Lemon-yellow flowers blanket the
& clays; neutral
fields & roadsides especially in
to calcareous
the spring. With a little extra
soils. Wellwater in your garden, these
drained, mesicflowers will prolong bloom-time
xeric.
through the summer. Perennial.

Englemann daisy attracts a
multitude of bees, butterflies
& other insects which forage
on the nectar. Seed-eating
birds such as sparrows,
buntings & finches dine on
the ripe achenes in the fall.
Sands, loams & clays,
X X X X This golden bushy plant does
Many smalls insects,
limestone-based & caliche
very well in poor dry soils &
including syrphid flies, small
type soils. Xeric, well-drained.
requires very little water. Looks bees & butterflies are
great in a rock garden. Fields
attracted by the nectar.
are covered in the fall with solid These clumps provide great
balls of rich golden yellow which cover for small animals.
last until it freezes. Perennial.
Seed-eating birds such as
finches & sparrows eat the
ripe achenes.
Sands, loams,
X
X X
Highly ornamental hibiscus that Pollen attracts many kinds of
clays & calicheis quite drought-tolerant. If you bees, beetles & other small
type soils. Xeric,
plant it on clay, it must be well- insects.
well-drained.
drained. The color of the flower
varies from deep red to rose to
orangy-red. Not cold-hardy.
Perennial.

Sands, loams, X X X X X X X
clays &
caliche-type
soils. Mesic,
seasonal poor
drainage O.K.

Sands & loams.
Xeric, welldrained.
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X

X X

Scarlet sage can thrive in any
part of the state. It is not very
cold-hardy, however. Oddly, it
looks better if planted in dry,
shady areas with poor soil. In
rich soils with lots of water it gets
very tall, coarse & slightly
unattractive. Perennial.

Scarlet sage is another
excellent hummingbird plant
& will draw in the
hummingbirds of your area,
including any migrants
passing through in spring &
fall. Bees & other insects are
also attracted to the nectar,
despite the red flower color.
Lindheimer tephrosia makes an Insects such as bees & small
excellent showy ground cover. It butterflies are attracted to the
will also climb a trellis. Once
flowers. The ripe seeds are
established it's an easy plant to eaten by several species of
care for. The gray-green leaves birds & small mammals. The
are especially attractive.
plant's leaves are poisonous
Perennial.
to livestock however.

Argemone Papaveracea 1' - 3'
Showy
Capsules,
sanguinea e Poppy
Wildflower pinkish red Dec.
Red
Family
flowers.
prickly
Dec.
poppy

Full sun,
part
shade

Grows in open Sands, loams & clays; a
areas,
variety of soils. Wellmeadows, fields, drained.
along roadsides,
waste places in
South Texas

Castilleja Scrophulariac 6" - 12"
Showy
Capsules
indivisa
eae Figwort Wildflower orange to with seeds,
Indian
Family
red bracts. May - July
paintbrush
March May

Full sun, a
little
shade
O.K.

Prefers fields,
meadows,
prairies &
roadside areas
in Eastern
portion of the
state including
the Coastal
plains
Prefers open
grassy areas,
prairies,
meadows, also
disturbed areas
in a variety of
soils

Gaillardia Asteraceae
amblyodo Sunflower
n
Family
Red
gaillardia

1'
Showy red Achenes, Full sun,
Wildflower daisy-like May - Nov. part
flowers.
shade
March Nov.

Nemophila
phacelioid
es Baby
blue-eyes

Hydrophyllaceae
Waterleaf
Family

Phacelia
patuliflora
Purple
phacelia

Hydrophyllaceae
Waterleaf
Family

10" - 28" Showy
Wildflower lavender &
white
flowers.
March May
10" - 12" Showy
Wildflower purple &
white
flowers.
Feb. - May

Fruiting
calyx with
seeds, May
- July

Full sun,
part
shade,
dappled
shade

Capsule
Full sun,
with seeds, part
May - July shade

Phlox
Polemoniacea 9" - 10"
Showy
Capsules Full sun,
glabriflora e Phlox
Wildflower deep pink with seeds, part
Rio
Family
flowers with July - Aug. shade
Grande
white
phlox
centers.
May - June

X

Sands, loams X X X X X X X
& clays. Welldrained, mesic.

Colorful poppy with big gorgeous
deep red to pinkish lavender
flowers. Plants like a little extra
water & don't appreciate
competition. Does well on
disturbed soils. Annual.

Poppies attract bees,
beetles, bugs & other small
insects that forage on the
pollen.

Indian paintbrush is an excellent
choice for a pocket prairie or
meadow garden. Grows very
well when planted with native
grasses. Looks great when
interspersed among masses of
bluebonnets & showy evening
primrose. Annual.

Insects of several varieties
are attracted to the small
flowers. Hummingbirds will
also feed from them,
attracted to the red-orange
bracts that surround them.
Larval host plant of the
Buckeye.

Sands, loams X X X X X X X X X X This is a marvelously easy
& clays. Wellwildflower to grow & it comes in
drained, mesicvarious coloration patters from
xeric.
mainly yellow to mostly reddish.
Blooms most of the season from
spring to late fall & provides lots
of color to a wildflower meadow.
Annual.
Grows in sandy Sands & sandy X X X
X X
Baby blue-eyes forms a beautiful
soils & open
loams. Wellcarpet of lavender blue. Can be
woodlands in
drained, mesic.
upright to straggling with
east & southeast
attractive blade lobed or divided
Texas
leaves irregularly toothed.
Annual.
Prefers sandy Sands & sandy X X X X
This attractive low growing
soils in fields,
loams. Wellwildflower grows in clumps.
prairies,
drained, mesic.
Flower color varies from lavender
openings &
to purplish-violet. They are an
edges of woods,
attractive addition to any garden.
also along
Annual.
stream banks in
Southeast,
South Central
and Coastal
Texas.
Grows in open Sands, deep.
X
X
These gorgeous vivid flowers
sandy areas in Xeric, wellform lush mounds for a little over
the Coastal
drained.
one month's time in late spring.
Bend area &
The species needs deep sands
Lower Rio
with excellent drainage.
Grande Valley
Provides incredible splashes of
color for your garden. Annual.
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Indian blanket attracts bees,
butterflies & several other
varieties of small insects who
forage on the nectar. Ripe
seed heads are favorites with
many species of seed-eating
passerines like the Painted
Bunting.
Bees & butterflies are
attracted to the flowers &
forage on the nectar.

Bees & butterflies are highly
attracted to these flowers.

Insects of a wide variety are
attracted to the flowers.

