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Celebrating 10 Years of Conservation Funding!

Texas will celebrate Teaming With Wildlife Week Sep. 4-12 to mark the 10th anniversary of the
federal State Wildlife Grants (SWG) program. Since 2000, this funding source has provided more
than $30 million to Texas. Local SWG funded projects include:

e Houston-area schoolyard habitats/outdoor classrooms (Yates High School, Rhoads
Elementary, et al.)

e Landowner workshops (Wildlife Habitat Management and Nature Tourism Marketing)
e Water/air quality projects (Tapley Tributary, Sam Houston Park, et al.)

e Erosion control and water quality projects (along Buffalo Bayou)

e Nature tourism (Waugh Drive Bridge Bat Viewing Experience)

¢ Golf course management guidance to reduce runoff and improve adjacent water quality
(Kingwood, Falcon Point, et al.)

e Brown-field reclamation (Buffalo Bend Nature Park)
e Texas Master Naturalist program (4,500 members, volunteer service $10 million value)

e Habitat management and landowner assistance to help Texas fish and wildlife and their
habitats (Houston toad, oyster reef restoration, blue crab monitoring, lesser prairie chicken,
coastal prairie conservation, et al.)

“Texas is blessed with an extraordinary diversity of native plants and animals that
encompass our state's natural heritage,” said Carter Smith, TPWD executive director and
national Teaming With Wildlife committee chair for the Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies. “| take great pride in the fact that our many non-profit conservation organization
and private landowner partners involved with the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition are
working so diligently and effectively to ensure that these special wildlife resources continue
to flourish.”

“We're talking about dollars here, but this is really about touching the lives of people and
the power to make a difference for the wildlife of Texas,” said David Braun, CEO of
Plateau Land and Wildlife Management company and leader of the Teaming with Wildlife
Texas coalition. “Most people probably don’'t know where the money comes from for
wildlife conservation in Texas. But we want them to know our broad grass-roots coalition of
diverse interests works very hard to support this federal funding, which is critical for all
Texans alive today and for generations to come.”

TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE

a natural investment



Regional Planning and Technical Assistance

Among other projects, SWG funds have
supported TPWD urban wildlife biologists
stationed in Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, Austin,
San Antonio, El Paso and the Rio Grande Valley.
These unique experts have one foot in the Texas
rural wildlife tradition and the other in fast-growing
urban zones where most people now live. Their
work focuses on “nongame” wildlife species that
are not hunted or fished, and it connects with
conserving open green space and water quality
for people and wildlife. From 2001-2008, SWG
provided $3.6 million for urban wildlife work in
Texas cities.

TPWD urban

biologists provide WE:.it Houston
technical Trails Master

assistance and Pf&l’l Updates

habitat-related
advice on regional
initiatives. One
example is the
West Houston
Trails Master Plan
with the Energy
Corridor.
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Working with Regional, City and County Parks
in the Greater Houston Area

State Wildlife Grant - funded biologists assist H-GAC, City, and County
governments with regional park projects, through habitat recommendations for
grant applications, ongoing vegetative and habitat management, and visitor
nature-related opportunities. Several park-related organizations and agencies,
including Buffalo Bayou Partnership, Houston Parks Board, Houston Parks and
Recreation Dept., Missouri City Parks Dept., Montgomery County Parks, City of
Richmond Parks Dept, Harris County Parks Dept., and many others have
received technical assistance.
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Buffalo Bend Nature Park
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Texas Master
Naturalists
donated
thousands of
volunteer hours
toward habitat
restoration
projects in the
Houston area.
Here they are
planting native
vegetation at
Buffalo Bend
Nature Park.



Habitat Restoration Projects
Tapley Tributary, Buffalo Bayou, Houston

Buffalo Bayou is an
important waterway in
Houston. Texas
Master Naturalists are
working with Buffalo
Bayou Partnership to
restore and maintain
the natural habitat
along the bayou by
planting trees and
removing invasive
vegetation.
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Biologists are working
with Buffalo Bayou
Partnership, Harris
County Flood Control,
and many other
organizations on the
Buffalo Bayou
Environmental
Advisory Committee
to help restore Buffalo
Bayou to a healthier
and more natural
state.
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Habitat Demonstration Area
Houston Zoo
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Through the urban wildlife
biologists, SWG funds have
| also provided essential

y ./, support for the Texas Master
-I® " Naturalists Program, which
has more than 4,500 highly
trained volunteers in 38
e’ chapters statewide.

e o In 2007, the value of TMN
SO _ service was estimated at more
' {4, 74 than $10 million.

it ey Their work has stretched
i il ~ ' across more than 80,000
acres of land and reached
more than 100,000 youth,

adults and private landowners

each year.

Here the Master Naturalists
are planting a native habitat
demonstration area at the
Houston Zoo.
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Habitat Restoration and Enhancement
Missouri City — Buffalo Run Park

Welcome to Buffalo Run Park

Come and explore over 95 acres of parkland

TPWD Urban biologists
provide habitat management
and development
recommendations to city and
county park departments. This
project showcases partnership
projects with Missouri City
Parks Dept., including planting
a children’s butterfly garden,
restoring sections of native
prairie, and recommendations
for native tree selection for an
Eagle Scout planting.



‘Potential Wildlife Issue Becomes Golden Opportunity’
Nature Tourism and Education In Action

Waugh Drive Bat Colony on Buffalo Bayou, Houston

SWG funding allowed
TPWD biologists to
partner with Houston
Parks and Recreation
Dept., Buffalo Bayou
Partnership, Bat
Conservation
International, the Texas
Master Naturalists,

and other Houston Bat
Team volunteers to turn
a potentially negative
wildlife issue into an
exciting educational
experience for families.

The Waugh Bridge Bat Colony and viewing
experience is recognized worldwide,
attracting visitors from all over the United
States, Europe, Middle East, Asia, India,
Australia, Canada, Latin America, and many
others. Those visitors spend money on
hotels, restaurants, and other attractions
here in Houston.



Learning Area, Cyfair Campus

Public Land
Habitat Restoration

Lone Star College Outdoor

SWG funding provided
opportunities for
biologists to work with
community college staff
and students on habitat
management, species
research and
documentation on
campus properties.

In addition, TPWD
funded five summer
student internship
opportunities through
SWG monies.




Conserving Green
Space in Communities

LONE STA

COLLEG

KINGWOOD

SWG funding enabled wildlife biologists
and Texas Master Naturalists to partner
with college staff and students to create
walking trails and signage at this
Kingwood campus. The natural habitat
and park-like amenities encourage
exploration, learning, and peaceful
relaxation for both the college and
community.

Biologists also give recommendations on
greenbelt vegetation, wildlife, and habitat
management.

QUTH ENTRANCE



Providing Information and Technical Assistance
to Large Land Managers

Habitat & Wildlife Conservation on Golf Courses

Holding habitat training
workshops for golf course
staff and providing habitat
recommendations for
Audubon Signature Golf
Course Habitat
Certification

This TPWD biologist
and Falcon Point
course managers
discuss erosion
control through the
use of native
vegetation, which also
improves water
quality




Providing Information and Technical Assistance
to Large Land Managers

Habitat & Wildlife Conservation on Golf Courses

New habitat
established in the

“roughs” at Kingwood
Country Club

Restored natural habitat
decreases the need and
expenses of mowing, reduces
air emissions, reduces runoff
generated on the course, as
well as reducing
pesticides/herbicides running off
the course into nearby Lake
Houston



Providing Information and Technical Assistance
to Landowners

Habitat & Wildlife Conservation on Private Lands

.

SWG funds allow TPWD biologists to assist private landowners with
wildlife and habitat management. Workshops, both classroom and in-
the-field, provide vital conservation management strategies to
landowners. These workshops are held annually in Houston, attracting
landowners who manage thousands of acres across the state.




Often, the workshops
provide a ‘hands-on’
aspect to learning.
Here the landowners
are taking a closer look
at deer diets and tooth
wear so they will be
able to manage habitat
and age structure of
deer populations on
their own properties.

Ranches and small landowners

use hunting opportunities on their
properties to generate income.
Hunting in Texas is a billion dollar
business.



SWG funds have made possible TPWD’s Landowner Incentive Program,
providing grants for private ranchers and others to restore and protect
habitat for rare species. Such efforts are critical, since more than 95 percent
of the Texas landscape is privately owned. Here landowners are replanting
with native grass and wildflower seed to benefit bobwhite quail restoration.

Since 2000, this funding source has provided more than $30 million to Texas
to help fish and wildlife and their habitats, including species that are not
hunted or fished. SWG dollars support a wide array of Texas research
projects, including ways to detect and respond to toxic golden alga that has
killed millions of fish, plus research and monitoring for pronghorn antelope,
black bear, ocelots, alligator gar, striped bass and many other species and
habitats. Since 2003, SWG has provided close to $2.4 million for Texas
harmful alga research alone, and close to $1 million for wildlife research.
Many of these projects were conducted on private land with the help of
private landowners.

SWG funds also sustain the TPWD Wildlife Diversity program, which
focuses on “species of concern” in Texas and recommends strategies to
reverse declines before animals become threatened or endangered, such as
the lesser prairie chicken in the Panhandle, and freshwater turtles and
mussels in East Texas. Since 2001, SWG has provided $4.1 million for
wildlife diversity science in Texas.




Conserving Green Space and Helping Today’s
Youth Connect with Nature

Master Naturalist leading students
on a trail clean-up at Montgomery
County Preserve, part of the Spring
Creek Greenway linkage of parks
and trails.




Educating Future Naturalists and Land Managers
“Learning about Backyard Wildlife”

SWG funding provides
opportunities to educate
tomorrow’s naturalists about
the natural world. Here
students from Williams
Elementary and Meyer
Elementary are learning
about urban wildlife and
predator/prey relationships.



SWG funds provide School
Habitat teacher training
materials, workshops and
student outdoor learning
opportunities.

Proposal for Nature




Habitat Planning and ‘Hands-On’ Assistance

Yates Nature and Outdoor Learning Area
Yates High School, Houston

SWG funding creates
wonderful opportunities to
work with future land
stewards — today’s
students! At Yates High
School, TPWD Urban
biologists worked with
Construction Trades and
Horticulture students and
teachers to design and
plant a natural outdoor
classroom. The plants
attract birds, butterflies,
and other wildlife for
student observation and
on-campus research.



SWG funds -
provided 10 Summer FEEeteiess
Internships for Yates
High School
students and funded
2 Summer
Internships for Texas
Southern University
students.




Two of the Yates High
School interns received
college scholarships to
attend Texas Southern
University through the
partnership.

SWG funds provided all
plants and materials.




Outdoor Learning Area and Natural Habitat
“American Naturetum Study Site”

Rhoads Elementary

TPWD Urban biologists partnered with the Nature Heritage Society,
National Wildlife Federation, and Earth Tomorrow high school students to
design and install an outdoor learning area for Rhoads Elementary and the
community.

S




American Naturetum
Study Site
Nature + Students




New Habitat Development

Wildscape Demonstration Habitat
W. Goodrich Jones State Forest, Conroe

EFORE

" This public area is located behind the Texas Forest
Service District office in Conroe. Photos showing the
area BEFORE the Wildscape Demonstration Habitat
was installed.




Completed Wildscape Demonstration
Habitat. Texas Master Naturalist
volunteers, TPWD biologists, and Texas
Forest Service staff planted the habitat to
showcase native and beneficial plants for
wildlife. Native plant species reduce

. water usage, reduce the need for
herbicides, and provide food and nectar
to wildlife. SWG funds provided all of the
plants and materials.




Habitat Restoration and Enhancement

Waste Management Site — Atascocita Landfill, Humble Area

Biologists provide
technical assistance
with habitat restoration
projects that benefit
native wildlife and
vegetation.
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Texas Master Naturalists, Houston Zoo
Conservation Crew teens, and Waste
Management staff work to create a
beautiful chimney swift nesting tower.
The nesting site enhances the Waste
Management habitat, provides critically
needed nesting cover for chimney
swifts, and serves as an educational
demonstration for the public visitors.



Texas Marks 10 Years, $30 Million in State
Wildlife Grants Federal Funding

Funding Is Key to Aid Species, Habitats in
Texas Conservation Action Plan

AUSTIN - Texas will celebrate Teaming With Wildlife Week Sep. 4-12 to mark the
10th anniversary of the federal State Wildlife Grants (SWG) program. Since 2000,
this funding source has provided more than $30 million for Texas to help fish and
wildlife and their habitats, including species that are not hunted or fished.

Nationwide, the program has provided federal funding for conservation projects
totaling more than $573 million to state agencies such as Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, which has received about $3 million per year for Texas conservation
in the past decade. Since TPWD has had to match federal grant dollars by at least
35 percent, total on-the-ground conservation funding for Texas is actually more
than $40 million since 2000.

In Texas, SWG has made possible diverse conservation efforts involving almost
every conceivable creature in every type of habitat--birds, mammals, fish, prairies,
forests, rivers, bays (see complete project list online). Examples include the lesser
prairie chicken on West Texas prairies, black bear in East Texas forests, ocelot on
South Texas plains, and freshwater mussels signaling water quality in rivers across
the state.

“We’'re talking about dollars here, but this is really about touching the lives of
people and the power to make a difference for the wildlife of Texas,” said David
Braun, CEO of Plateau Land and Wildlife Management company and leader of the
Teaming with Wildlife Texas coalition. “Most people probably don’t know where the
money comes from for wildlife conservation in Texas. But we want them to know
our broad grass-roots coalition of diverse interests works very hard to support this
federal funding, which is critical for all Texans alive today and for generations to
come.”

“Texas is blessed with an extraordinary diversity of native plants and animals that
encompass our state's natural heritage,” said Carter Smith, TPWD executive
director and national Teaming With Wildlife committee chair for the Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies. “| take great pride in the fact that our many non-profit
conservation organization and private landowner partners involved with the
Teaming with Wildlife Coalition are working so diligently and effectively to ensure
that these special wildlife resources continue to flourish.”



For many decades, North American game animal conservation has been paid
for through hunting and fishing license sales and federal excise taxes on
hunting and fishing equipment. In 1938, Congress created the Pittman-
Robertson/Wildlife Restoration federal aid program.

In 1950, federal lawmakers followed up with the similar Dingell-Johnson/Sport
Fish Restoration program. This highly successful effort has made possible the
restoration of deer, turkey, game fish and a host of other game species, many
of which have since come back from severe depletion to record abundance.

In 2000, Congress recognized a need to support states’ actions to prevent
federal threatened and endangered listings under the Endangered Species
Act. The SWG program helps support conservation and recovery of non-game
wildlife before they become more costly to protect.

In 2005, Congress required states and territories to create conservation action
plans to strategically guide the use of SWG funding. These plans focus state
efforts to conserve wildlife and the lands and waters where they live for future
generations of Americans.

By working with stakeholders and communities, wildlife agencies translate
pressing conservation needs into practical actions and on the ground results.
The Texas plan is currently being revised and will be renamed the Texas
Conservation Action Plan. More information about these plans is online.

A nationwide grassroots coalition of more than 6,300 organizations and
businesses known as Teaming with Wildlife has helped champion the value of
SWG funding each year. The coalition’s Texas chapter is made up of more
than 100 nonprofit groups and businesses, comprising a who’s who of wildlife
conservation and environmental organizations in the state.

The Texas Teaming with Wildlife coalition is hosting a series of four briefings
and tours for elected officials and news media in early September to showcase
how SWG funds have been used in various Texas regions. These will take
place Sep. 2 for Dallas-Fort Worth at White Rock Lake, Sep. 8 for San Antonio
at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, Sep. 8 for South Texas in Kingsville and
Sep. 9 for Northeast Texas in Clarksville.

Among other projects, SWG funds have supported TPWD urban wildlife
biologists stationed in Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, Austin, San Antonio, El
Paso and the Rio Grande Valley. These unique experts have one foot in the
Texas rural wildlife tradition and the other in fast-growing urban zones where
most people now live. Their work focuses on “nongame” wildlife species that
are not hunted or fished, and it connects with conserving open green space
and water quality for people and wildlife. From 2001-2008, SWG provided $3.6
million for urban wildlife work in Texas cities.



Through the urban wildlife biologists, SWG funds have also provided essential
support for the Texas Master Naturalists program, which has more than 4,500
highly trained volunteers in 38 chapters statewide. In 2007, the value of their
service was estimated at more than $10 million. Their work has stretched
across more than 80,000 acres of land and reached more than 100,000 youth,
adults and private landowners each year.

SWG funds also sustain the TPWD Wildlife Diversity program, which focuses
on “species of concern” in Texas and recommends strategies to reverse
declines before animals become threatened or endangered, such as the lesser
prairie chicken in the Panhandle, and freshwater turtles and mussels in East
Texas. Since 2001, SWG has provided $4.1 million for wildlife diversity science
in Texas.

SWG funds have made possible TPWD’s Landowner Incentive Program,
providing grants for private ranchers and others to restore and protect habitat
for rare species. Such efforts are critical, since more than 95 percent of the
Texas landscape is privately owned.

SWG dollars support a wide array of Texas research projects, including ways to
detect and respond to toxic golden alga that has killed millions of fish, plus
research and monitoring for pronghorn antelope, black bear, ocelots, alligator
gar, striped bass and many other species and habitats. Since 2003, SWG has
funneled close to $2.4 million for Texas harmful alga research alone, and close
to $1 million for wildlife research.

On the Texas coast, SWG funds have helped conserve five species of sea
turtles and establish a secondary nesting colony of Kemp's ridley sea turtles at
Padre Island National Seashore, plus projects to protect and restore
seagrasses.

All dollar amounts listed above represent the federal share of SWG grants. The
value of these dollars is leveraged to greater benefit by required state matching
funds.

A list detailing Texas conservation projects funded by SWG in the past decade
is on the TPWD website News Roundups page.

On the Net:

LINK TO TPWD SWG NEWS ROUNDUP WITH PROJECT LIST HERE
http://www.wildlifeactionplans.org/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/pwd pl w7000 1187a/
http://www.teaming.com/states/texas.html




Teaming with Wildlife Members - TEXAS

360 Full Circle B

Alamo Inn Lodging for Birders

Alamo Outdoor Store

Alexander Farm

Arrington Ranch

Association of Field Ornithologists
(National)

Audubon Texas

Balcones Canyon Lands National Wildlife
Refuge

Bat Conservation International (National)
Bayou Preservation Association

Bear Springs Blossom Nature
Conservation

Believers of Worship

Bexar Audubon Society

Big Thicket Association

C.G. Blue Oak Consulting, LLC

Cat Spring Wildlife Management
Center for the Study of Tropical Birds, Inc.
(National)

Central/Texas Marine Association
Clark Gardens Botanical Park

Coastal Bend Audubon Society
Coastal Bend Wildlife Photo Contest
Dallas Convention & Visitors Bureau
Earth Promise, Inc. dba Fossil Rim Wildlife
Center

East Texas Woods & Water Foundation
El Paso Zoo

El Paso/Trans Pecos Audubon Society
Environmental Defense-Texas

Fayette County Rod & Gun Club

Field Guides Incorporated

Fort Worth Zoo

Frank Buck Zoo

Frank Buck Zoo in Gainesville

Franklin County Historical

Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park
Friends of Texas Wildlife

Galveston Bay Foundation

Geoffrey Sweeney Environmental Education Center

Golden Crescent Nature Club
Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust

Gulf Coast Bird Observatory

Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife
Sanctuary

Help Endangered Animals-Ridley Turtles
Holiday Inn of Central Forthworth
Holiday Inn of Sulphur Springs

Horned Lizard Conservation Society (National)

Houston Audubon Society
Houston Zoo
IBEW Local 583

June Leland Wildlife Foundation

Juniper Canyon Ranch

Katy Prairie Conservancy

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Legacy Land Trust

Maverick Ranch-Fromme Farm

Memorial Park Conservancy

Mystic Springs Nature Preserve

National Association of Univ. Fisheries &
Wildlife Programs

National Wildlife Federation-Gulf States Office
Native Prairies Association of Texas
Neal's Lodges, Inc.

Outdoor Adventure Club (Texas)
Palacios Chamber of Commerce
Photography Enthusiasts of El Paso
Pineywoods Sierra Group

Plateau Land and Wildlife Management
Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce

Rio Bravo Nature Center Foundation, Inc.
Riverhead Ranch

Rob & Bessie Welder Wildlife Foundation
Sabal Palm Audubon Center & Sanctuary
San Antonio Audubon Society

San Antonio Zoo

Scenic Galveston, Inc.

Scenic Heights Nature Preserve

South Padre Island Birding & Nature Center
Sparkling Springs Nature Preserve
Sportsmen Conservationists of Texas
Stewardship Aransas

Student Learning & Guidance Center
Texas Bluebird Society

Texas Coalition for Conservation

Texas Conservation Alliance

Texas Deer Association

Texas Hawking Association

Texas Herpetological Society

Texas Land Trust Council

Texas League of Conservation Voters
Texas Master Naturalists-Mid Coast Chapter
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
Texas Partners in Flight

Texas Wildlife Association

Texas Wildlife Management Council

The Nature Conservancy-Texas Chapter
The Wildlife Society-Texas A&M Student Chapter
The Wildlife Society-Texas Chapter

The Wildlife Society-Texas State University
Tinks

Travis Audubon Society

Twin Lakes Audubon Society

Valley Nature Center

Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, Inc.
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TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE
Texas Contact:

David Braun

Braun & Associates

P.O. Box 466

Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Phone: 512.894.5426

Fax: 512.894.3405

Email: dbraun@braunassociateslaw.com

Local Partners:

Gina Donovan

Executive Director

Houston Audubon

440 Wilchester Blvd.

Houston, Texas 77079

Phone: 713-932-1639

Email: GDonovan@houstonaudubon.org

Anne Olson

Executive Director

Buffalo Bayou Partnership

1113 Vine Street, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77002

Phone: 713-752-0314

Email: AOIson@buffalobayou.org
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TDUBRON BUFFALO BAYOU
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TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE

a natural investment




