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URING the past few
writer has spent more
spare-time  hours in searching
newspapers for items bearing on wild-
life, its abundance, utilization, and pub-
lic opinion relating thereto in the early

settlements of Texas.
In this paper some items from the
214 at hand are cited and discussed.

They are representative of the lot with
the exception that no reference touching
on the buffalo have been used. In brief,
these newspaper items illustrate two
phases of thought and action toward
wildlife. The early ones seem to indicate
that wildlife was taken for granted as
an asset to be used along with soil,
water, and wood for fuel and fencing.

The first newspapers were largely de-
voted to heated political discussion, and
the reader looks in vain for references
to wildlife or subjects closely related to
it.

In the Telegraph, published at Co-
lumbia, May 2, 1837, this note to emi-
grants occurs:

“Let no able bodied man emigrating
to Texas neglect to provide himself
with a good rifle or musket and at least
one hundred rounds of ammunition.
Those who wish to enjoy the advant-
ages of a country should come pre-
pared to defend it; Prophetic
words in 1945,

That these words did not go un-
heeded is implied by the following on
the editorial page of the safhe news-
paper, issue of December 2, 1837:

“Large numbers of emigrants are
continually arriving from the United
States. We notice with pleasure that
most of them are well supplied with
good rifles. We fear however that too
small a portion of them are farmers.
'I‘h--sc desirous of emigration should
continually bear in mind that Texas is
an agricultural country and therefore
nffers at present but few inducements
to any except practical farmers.”

However, a column entitled “Recol-
lection and Reminiscences, “The Better
Class,” appeared in the Galveston Daily
News, issue of August 28, 1877 which
indicates that the emigrants to Texas
set up their own eriteria of fitness for
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colonjes that so soon as Tondian depre
dations  ceased, this  beautitul  fertile
country wontld settle np with a better
class of emigrants—Therciore the new

comer wis often greeted with the ex-
clamation, ‘I you are of that
better class we have been advised were
coming. We are all anxious to see that
better class.,” The country so vast was
slow in filling up, and thoeugh emigrants
were constantly arriving, it was like the
wiaters of the river constantly pouring
into an occan—scarcely more percepti-
ble. An old lady, a mother pionecer, was
overheard gossiping with a neighbor
whao lived anly seven miles away, and
whao had made a fashionable call to
spend three days, ‘Have vou scen any of
the better class? | have been waiting
and waiting and waiting to sce the bet-
who are coming in

suppose

ter class, Thaose

have fine clothes, it is true, and [ have

seen none of the ladies wearing moccea-
sins or homespun, but the men are not
educated. Deer, bear, and turkeys don't
mind being shot at by them. They seem
to know that they are entirely safe.
They know nothing about Indian fight-
ing, which is a constantly recurring
necessity, | would not feel secure if 1
depended on men whose education had
been so much neglected, for defense and
protection! Better indeed! What
is a little book learning in a country like
this in comparison with the strong arm,
the brave heart and dead shot, of daunt-
less men like vour hushand, and men
wha have ool to |u\'(' 1|||- sport of In-
dhan fights.”

class

Newspapers at a later date were to
record that [|u- newcomers whom the
ald lady so harshly eriticized, were apt
puptls in the edlucation <he
reconmmended,
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In at least one mstance the status of
wildlife as an important asset was re
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1822 —: "From the 20th of April to
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ane then but one or two showers. About
the 20th, the wet season set in but the
were by this time ruined. The
only corn in the neighborhood was
raised by Andrew Raobinson, and but
for the game with which the country
abounds,  the mhabitants  must  have
perished for hunger. At this period, 1t
was no uncommon sight to behold from
foar tosix hundred deer on the newly
burnt patches of the prairie; which to-
vether  with turkevs, snipe,
quails, partridges and the endless va-
of birds so commion in the coun-

\ugust, there was no rain,

Crops

grouse,

rety
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Squandered wild game stock. A later
periodd, variable in time as settlement for
given areas stabilized, but reaching a
peak in the 70's and carly 80's is de-
picted, when wild game was slanghtered
on an unprecedented scale, Tt is to be
noted that the peak, as shown by gccur-
rence of news items, was reached during
the decade when the Winchester repeat-
g rifles, models of 1873 and 1876, and
their  cificient  fixed ammuntion  was

gaining favor. Texas, for all her vast
size, was hlling up, life for the scttler
had become more secure, and a rough

and ready social order had come into
hemng,

Enough of the items occurring in
Fexas newspapers during the era are

reproduced to give the reader, willing
to read between the lines, a picture of
what appalling destruction of wildlife
must have occurred.

ltems are by exchange appearing in
State News Column of the Galveston
IJaily News on dates cited.

August 1, 1877—Henrietta Journal—
Scarcity of water is driving all kinds of
game eastward. Mr, Dartlett, living near
Red River in this county, hias killed 278
head of deer in a ciregimierence of 10
from his house. ITn addition 1o
these he has killed countless numbers
of antelope and other small game—

\ugust 31, 1877—Sun Antonio Herald
—gives the result of a two-week hunt
wt Kickapoo Springs, o the Sveamore,
north of Ft. Clark, by the twao hreathers,
Messreo Henry and Tames Dienowity
Three hears, sixtv-seven deer, 1wo hinn
dred  and  mincteen (104 of
wlneh were <hot in one dav, all with the

miles

turkeys,

rifle) four veese, fortv-<ix ducks, thirty
quadls, twa o homdred  aml seventy-hve
ponds ol honey—

[nlv 21, 1878 Hardin County— i
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is plentiful and venison hams are selhing
25 cents each.

March 1, 1879—Kimble County—
Streams in the county abound with fish,
beaver and otter, while in the mountains
deer are plentiful, and some bear are
tound, There are a great many wild tur-
kevs here—so many in fact that Judgd
Patterson Killed twelve in one night last
\\l'k']\'_

Vugust 24, 1879—Mason County News
ltem—Mr, Tom Gamel killed over 100
deer so far this yvear our woods are
alive with deer and other Wi
hear of a number of men in this section
who are following no other pursuit this
vear but that of killing deer, the skins
when dressed, bringing a fair price.

Seprember 26, 1879—MNason—: A Ma
son County man made $112 this vear
from deer pelts,

December 26, 1880—Brownsville Cos-
mopolite: Mallard and teal ducks sell
our markets at a little over 4 cents cach;
drant geese at a bit apiece, and a leg of
venison for 3745 cents,

December 4, 1880—Henrietia Shield:
A doad of wild turkevs was hrought 1o
town last Sundayv and sold out ar fifts

il

canic

cemts apicce. They are reported abund
ant in the west,

December 10, 1880—Bugle: A wagon
load of wild turkeys were bronght in
townr last week and sold for 25 cents
apiece.

Small birds aod non-game species did

notice as is the

not escape shown by
following unique items:

September 2, 1879—Corpus Christy
Free Press: Olpe dav this week a hoat

arrived Trom Bird Tsland, 22 miles south
of here, with a novel cargo—the skins
and oil of some three thousand pelicans,

September 24, 1879—Comanche Chief:
I1ob Stenhens came throuegh town last
week with a cargo of live prairie dogs,
one hundred in nomber. He got them
out west, and is on his way to Fort
Worth, where he will dispose of them

The anestion of what use could have
heen anticinated for these prairie dogs
s snepested by a second reference:

October 14, 1879—MceKinney  In-
avirer: A man from Coleman county
wis in the city on Thursday with a lot
of prairie dogs which he was selling for
ratters. Tt is sad they are equal to the
ferret for hunting out and Killing rats
and mice

Tulv 30, 1878—CGainesville Hesperian:
One hundred and fifty mocking birds
were carried to Chicaga this week from
Gaimesyille

Throughout the newspaper record of
camme sladvrhter as depieted above, was
found no note soundine the word con-
cervation. Indeed, public opinion seems
1o have been asleep to what was han
]‘:-ninu_ It all the 1u-ir-u| 11':“‘1‘11;: up e
publication of the first general game
lw of 1879 aneg item ventrred o soge-
vest that amaong certain elements the
Javnehter of birds was not welcomed
On June 25, 1878, the Galveston Daily
News, i its State News carried the fol
lowing item:

MeKinney  Inguirer—June 220 We
saw a couple of ducklings captured in

MAY, 1945

Fast Fork a few days ago. This is a
long way <outh for these hirds o raise
their voung. Sportsmen are killing a
creat many hirds in the wrain helds. As
a rule, this is not relished by farmers,
and many may say they will post their
farms in protect the birds,
[hese who have orchards begin to ap-
preciate the labor of birds in protecting
the frun from the ravages of insects
Soomuch for the newspaper record. 11
o is sickened after reading the entire

order 1o

notes at one sitting, and

collection of
for a time afterward travels the roads
of Texas with a sense of unreality, he
must be at the same time heartened by

which have followed,
reflect by contrast, an
the part of

vitlues

the changes

changes which
news editors
and an

AWIreness on

to wildlife, and  neecds,
awikened public consciousness, This, it
may be said, belongs to a third phase in

Texas news—the conservation era.

Mifewingd ARRIVING

By CHAS. G. JONES

HAT favored feathered kmght of
the air, who means so much to the
Rio Gramde Valley,

advance vuards 1o look over the nesting

now i1s sending ot
stteation

Yes, Whitewings are arriving in the
Vallev, and somewhat puzzled they are,
their nesting last
vear have been converted into fields of
and other vegetables,
thousands  of hirds 1o

for many of sites of

tomatoes, heans
cansing these
abandon all hope of rising thewr young

in a favored area used for 50 vears o1

more
Il thnes gone h), Whitewings wert
sebdonn seen any great distance North

of the Rio Gramde. However, in recent
vears large eolonies of these birds have
taken up in the Beeville, Georpe West,
Catarina and Uvalde sections where vast
acreave of broshland offers isolation and
protection while nesting.

In the Valley where more and more
vear, it
i (|l1l"~“llll as 1o this
the State can have wnd hiold 1he White

land s beimg cleared evern

how lang

part of

wing., The lack of nesting grounds also
jeopardizes many of the other distinctive
horder birds,

Where apriculture and wildlife are in
that
wildlife way, both
State and Federal authorities take over

competition, it seems inevitiable

must  give unless
by lease or purchase, sufficient acreage
to justify the continuance of such spe
cies as Whitewings, Chachalacas and
Red-Dilled

tor the border section of the State.

Pigeons, all birds |u't'll“.‘ll'

Wihat @ pity to have something of
value and then lose it by lack of fore-
thought. Game and fish are an asset,

They are irreplaceable
Baschall, woli, polo and tennis have
their following, but American men and

women when really secking recreation

spend their vacations hunting and fish-
ine. 1t <hould be the ambition and effor
of every one of us to increase wildlife—
for the benefit of our returning  wai
veterans, amdl the millions at home who

hve close to nature
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