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ABSTRACT

Approximately 15,500 people participated in 56 tournaments identified in
six geographic regions on the Texas coast in 1983. A majority (60%) of the
tournaments were held in the months of July (36%) and August (24%); 74% of all
tournaments lasted 1-3 days. The age of tournaments ranged from 1 to
48 years, with 49X being tournaments of 1 to 3 years old. Of the 56 tourna-
ments, 29% were held for the first time in 1983. The number of participants
in individual tournaments ranged from approximately 30 to 2000. The total
amount of money spent by participants for adult entry fees in 1983 was approx-
imately $755,000. Spotted seatrout and red drum were the most popular species
for tournaments, belng listed by 43% and 35%, respect1vely, of those tourna-
ments having a species preference for el1g1b111ty in tournament competition.
Forty-51x of the 56 tournaments maintained species preference listings. The
remaining 10 tournaments accepted any and all species for competition
eligibility.



INTRODUCTION

Fishing ranked third in popularity among all participatory recreation
activities in the U.S. in 1982, exceeded only by swimming and bicycling
(Resources for the Future, Inc. 1984). Nationwide participation statistics,
collected by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at 5-year intervals since
1955, indicate a substantial increase in the popularity of marine recreational
fishing. Marine recreational fishing accounted for 17% of the total recrea-
tional fishing activity in 1980, three times that of 1955 (United States Fish
and Wildlife Service 1982). Approximately 4 million residents participated in
marine recreational fishing in the Gulf of Mexico in 1980 (National Marine
Fisheries Service 1984). Marine recreational fishing can provide an important
food source and be a stimulus to local and regional economies. Retail sales
associated with marine recreational fishing were nearly $4 billion in 1980
(Sport Fishing Institute 1983). Recreational fishermen in Texas spent more
than $1 billion on travel for fishing trips between July 1982 and July 1983
(Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 1984).

Competition in saltwater fishing tournaments represents an important
sector of marine recreational fishing participation. Saltwater fishing
tournament Participants constitute a managerially significant group because of
their numbers (Graefe and Falk 1985), presumed dedication to fishing (Ditton
and Loomis 1985), ability to catch fish and their involvement in fisheries
management (Ditton and Holland 1984). The importance of obtaining information
on tournament fishing to identify continuing research and policy needs has
been pointed out by Duttweiler (1984).

Despite the apparently large numbers of saltwater fishing tournaments in
the U.S. and their growing popularity, there was no documentation of their
economic impacts on coastal areas or of the characteristics and motives of the
tournament participants prior to 1980 (Milon, et al. 1982). Since 1980,
several socioeconomic survey studies have been conducted on single tournament
events (Smith and Moore 1980; Falk, et al. 19813 Milon 19823 Potts 19843
Christian 1985; Ditton and Arneson 1985; Ditton and Loomis 1985; Evander 1985;
Loomis 1985). Graefe and Falk (1985) found that total direct expenditures
associated with 16 tournaments ranged from $8,260 to $819,000. The regional
economic impact resulting from expenditures associated with the 1983 Texas
International Fishing Tournament held in South Padre Island has been estimated
to be $561,000 for the 5.day event which involved 446 adult (17 years and
older) fishermen (Ditton and Loomis 1985). 1In a similar study, Ditton and
Arneson (1985) estimated the statewide economic impact of the 1984 Port
Aransas Deepsea Roundup to be $24,977 and the regional impact to be
$333,747. The regional economic impact is greater due to respending effects.

Saltwater fishing tournaments in Texas have not previously been
categorized on a statewide basis. Information on the activities and number of
tournament participants is useful to fisheries managers for making resource
allocation decisions and to assure that the marine recreational fisheries
constituency is considered in management decisions. The information
collected in this inventory can serve as a basis for identifying and locating
major tournaments for analyses of fisheries and economic impacts, and for
comparison with other marine recreational fishing activities. Although there
have been numerous efforts to identify the socioeconomic impacts of these



events, there is still no documentation of their biological impacts of the
fisheries resource.

The objective of this study was to provide an inventory and
characteristics of saltwater tournaments in Texas to establish a data base for
focusing future research efforts regarding socioeconomic and participant
characteristics and to initiate resource impact analyses.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Tournament locations were divided into 6 coastal regions (Ditton, et al.
1979). These regions are related to the locations of ma jor offshore fishing
ports of departure on the Texas coast. Region I includes Port Arthur; Region
II: Texas City, Galveston and Freeport; Region III: Matagorda and Port
0'Connor; Region IV: Rockport and Fulton; Region V: Corpus Christi and Port
Aransas; and Region VI: Port Mansfield and South Padre Island (Fig. 1).

Data were collected for tournaments that occurred from January through
December 1983. Data collection was accomplished between August 1983 and April
1984,

Fourteen variables used to categorize tournaments were chosen based on
research conducted on the Texas International Fish Tournament (Ditton and
Loomis 1985). These 14 variables included: name of tournament, date held,
duration, location, operational base, tournament sponsor, age of tournament,
number of participants, entry type, entry fee, area fished, species sought,
participant categories, and prizes awarded. Tournament names and contacts
were obtained from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department personnel, regional
contacts involved in the marine recreational fishing industry, area marine
extension agents, and local chambers of commerce. Telephone contact was made
with identified tournament directors or organizers of tournaments. Individual
tournament data sheets were entered into a WYLBUR file on the Texas A&M
University Amdahl computer for storage and analyses. Frequencies were calcu-
lated for selected variables.

RESULTS

Fifty-six active saltwater fishing tournaments were identified in Texas
during 1983. Table 1 lists the tournaments and their locations, entry types
and fees, dates held, ages, and numbers of participants. Additional data for
each of the 56 tournaments are presented in Appendix A. Two tournaments were
identified in Region I, 9 in Region II, 13 in Region III, 6 in Region IV, 20
in Region V, and 6 in Region VI (Table 2). The total number of participants
in saltwater fishing tournaments in 1983 was approximately 15,500, with a
range of 30 to 2000 participants per tournament (Table 3). Tournaments in
Region V (Port Aransas area) had the greatest total number of participants
followed by Region II (Galveston) (Fig. 2). The largest tournament in 1983
was the Annual Freeport Jaycee's Fishing Fiesta with 2000 participants.
Participants in all tournaments spent approximately $755,000 on average adult
entry fees (Table 4).



Most of the tournaments (60%) were held during the months of July and
August (Fig. 3). Total number of days fished in all tournaments was 149, with
an average of 2.7 days per tournament; 71% lasted from 1 to 3 days (Fig. 4).
Tournament ages ranged from 1 to 48 years, with an 8.3 year average (Fig.

5). The majority of tournaments (49%) were 1 to 3 years old. The oldest
Texas saltwater fishing tournament is the Port Aransas Deepsea Roundup,
operating in its 48th year in 1983. Twenty-nine percent of the tournaments
were first year events (Fig. 6). Eighty-four percent of the tournaments were
open to the public. The remainder were by invitation only (Table 2).
Seventeen (31%) tournaments had only an offshore division, 19 (35%) had only
an inshore division and 18 (33%) had both offshore and inshore divisions
(Table 2).

Thirty-six (64%) tournaments listed only 1 to 3 species of fish for
eligibility in tournament competition; 17 (30%) targeted a single species,
19 (34%) targeted from 2 to 3 species and 8 (14%) listed any and all - i.e. no
species preference (Table 2). The most popular species was spotted seatrout
(Cynoscion nebulosus) which was listed by 20 tournaments (43% of the 46
tournaments listing particular species). Red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) was
second most popular target species being listed in 16 tournaments (35%) (Table
5).

DISCUSSION

Saltwater fishing tournaments provide focused fishing effort and a
stimulus to local, regional, and state economies (Smith and Moore 1980; Falk,
et al. 1981: Milon, et al. 1982; Potts 1984; Ditton and Loomis 1985; Ditton
and Arneson 1985; Graefe and Falk 1985). Studies which examine the expendi-
tures of tournament participants and the respending effects of these monies on
a statewide basis are needed to assist in the development of comprehensive
management plans. Also, from Tables 3 and 5, we see that approximately 15,532
people focused 43% and 36% of their tournament fishing effort on red drum and
spotted seatrout respectively. Conservation and management of coastal
fisheries resources may be addressed by examining tournament target species
and the focused fishing effort. The inventory of this study provides a ready
means for locating tournaments to be targeted for such studies.

Historical information on saltwater fishing tournaments which may indicate
the growth or decline of these events in the state is available only in local
newspaper documentation or is nonexistent. Indepth analyses of saltwater
tournaments have only been conducted on a per tournament basis and have only
been the result of recent efforts (Smith and Moore 1980; Falk, ét al. 19813
Milon, et al. 198235 Potts 1984; Christian 1985; Ditton and Loomis 1985; Ditton
and Arneson 1985; Evander 1985; Graefe and Falk 1985; Loomis 1985).

Duttweiler (1983) noted that his nationwide survey of fishery agencies
"significantly underreports competitive fishing for saltwater species'". TPWD
personnel interview tournament fishermen intercepted during routine creel
surveys, but data on tournament fishing harvest and pressure have not been
published separately (Osburn and Ferguson 1985).

The majority (49%) of tournaments identified in this study were relatively
new tournaments of 1 to 3 years old (Table 1). Additionally, 10 tournaments
which had been held in 1982 had been canceled and were not held in 1983. This



indicates a dynamic situation with relatively few tournaments achieving
longevity. Because of the apparent rapid change in numbers of tournaments, it
is suggested that this inventory be updated annually.
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Table 2. Tournament characteristics by coastal region.

Variable IV \ V1 Total %
Number of tournaments 6 20 6 56
Average age of
tournaments (yr) 3.8 6.7 12, 8.3
Number of tournaments
by area fished? ‘
inshore only 0 5 4 6 3 19 34
offshore only 0 4 4 1 7 1 17 30
both 5 4 1 7 2 20 36
Number of tournaments
by entry type
open 2 5 17 6 47 84
invitational 1 3 0 9 16
Number of target
species in tournaments:
1 1 2 2 1 9 2 17 30
2-3 1 1 5 4 5 3 19 34
>3 0 2 5 1 3 1 12 21
no preference 0 4 2 0 2 0 8 14

3 Inshore signifies bay waters; offshore signifies boat fishing in the Gulf.

-



Table 3. Participant categories by coastal region.

12

Region
Variable I II III IV v \'2¢ Total %
Number of participants 900 4369 2801 248 5021 2193 15532
Days fished 4 32 35 13 47 18 149
Number of participants
by area fished?
inshore 700 0 965 126 1475 678 3944 26
offshore 0 1254 880 72 1825 115 4146 27
both 200 3115 831 50 1721 1400 7317 47
900 4369 26760 248 S021 2193 15407 100
Number of participants
by species sought:
1 700 484 600 72 1825 315 5066 33
2-3 0 600 520 146 325 678 2269 15
>3 200 170 1031 30 146 600 2177 14
no preference 0 3115 525 0 1655 600 5895 38
900 4369 26760 248 5021 2193 15407 100
Number of participants
by entry type
open 900 4085 1601 176 4771 2193 13726 88
invitational 0 284 1200 72 250 0 1806 12
900 4369 2801 248 5021 2193 15532 100

2 Inshore signifies bay, surf, and wade fishing.

fishing in the Gulf.

Offshore signifies boat

125 of 2801 participants in Region III not associated to area fished or with
species preference (information not available).



Table 4. Average adult entry
entry fees by coastal region.

13

fees and total expenditures on average adult

Region
Variable I 11 111 IV v VI Total
Average adult
entry fee ($) 15 40 71 38 54 40
Number of participants 900 4369 2801 248 5021 2193 15532
Total amount spent
on entry fees ($) 13500 174760 198871 9424 271134 87720 755409
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Table 5. Species most sought in tournament fishing competition.

a No. of tournaments % of tournaments Adjustedb
Species listing species listing species percent

Spotted seatrout

(Cynoscion
nebulosus) 20 36 43

Red drum

(Sciaenogs
ocellatus) 16 29 35

King mackerel
(Scomberomorus
cavalla) 15 27 33

Bill fish® 15 27 33

Southern flounder
(Paralichthys

lethostigma) 11 20 24
Sharks 5 9 11

No preference 10 18 -

8 The species labels are not mutually exclusive and may be listed in more than

one tournament.

Ten tournaments accept any and all species for entry into tournament
competition. The adjusted percentage for a given species is calculated for
the 46 tournaments listing particular species.

The term "Billfish" means white marlin, blue marlin, sailfish, and
swordfish.

b
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Figure 1. Geographic boundaries of tournament regions.
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Number of tournaments per region.
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Figure 3. Distribution of tournaments by month held.
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Figure 4. Distribution of tournaments by length of duration.
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Figure 5. Average age of tournaments by region.
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Figure 6. Distribution of tournaments by years held since inception.
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Appendix A. Comprehensive data for tournaments in Regions I through VI.
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