


Devils River State Natural Area - Dan A. Hughes Unit

Immerse yourself in a nearly 
untouched environment.
As one of the most preserved ecosystems in Texas, Devils River State 

Natural Area invites unparalled  experiences in the outdoors. Hiking 

offers stunning views of the river, cliffs, and canyons. Listen for the 

subtle sounds of nature in the abundant silence. Consider the parallels 

between your presence and those who came before.  

STAYING SAFE
KNOW YOUR LIMITS.  Prepare for sun and heat.  Wear sunscreen, insect repellent and 

appropriate clothing/hiking shoes. 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER.  Your body quickly loses fluids when you’re on the trail.  Bring a 

quart of water per hour of activity. 

TELL OTHERS WHERE YOU’LL BE.  If possible, avoid exploring alone. Tell someone where you 

are going and when you plan to return.

WEAR A HELMET WHEN BIKING. Check with park HQ to match the trail to your skill level. 

Wear a helmet to protect yourself in case of a crash.

WEATHER CHANGES QUICKLY.  Check forecasts before you leave and prepare for changes in 

the weather.

YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONNECT. It’s a good idea to take along a cell phone and GPS unit, 

but don’t count on them.

FAMILY FRIENDLY FUN. Public consumption or display of alcoholic beverages is prohibited and 

NO glass is permitted at the river.

SAVE WILDLIFE HABITAT. No ground fires or gathering of firewood.

TRAIL ETIQUETTE
Take only memories and pictures. Disturbing or removing any of the park’s 
plants, animals or artifacts is a violation of state law.

Don’t Pocket the Past. Help preserve Texas heritage.  Leave artifacts where 
you find them and report their location to a ranger.

Protect your pets and wildlife. Keep pets on leashes and clean up and dispose 
of pet waste.

Pack it in, pack it out. We’re a remote park with no garbage service, so pack 
out all your trash and Leave No Trace.

TRAIL

KENNARD CANYON 
TRAIL

DISTANCE

2.0 mi.

DIFFICULTY

Challenging

 DESCRIPTION

From the Devils Back Campground, this rolling out-and-back 
trail takes you deep into the heart of Kennard Canyon. Don’t 
miss the Devils Tower, a geologic monolith, captures the 
setting sun each summer evening.

LITTLE SATAN TRAIL 3.8 mi. Challenging Slowly descend into Little Satan Canyon, the second largest 
named canyon of the unit. Squat upland thornscrub gives 
way to oaks and juniper. Cool off at the river among towering 
sycamore trees.

LITTLE SATAN SPUR 0.9 mi. Moderate This spur is the best place for backpackers to park before 
hiking into Little Satan Canyon. Be cautious, the trail is 
quite steep.

OVERLOOK TRAIL 2.1 mi. Moderate A hike along this rolling ridgeline leads to a stunning view of 
the Devils River. Karst springs give this river its aquamarine 
colors. Thousands of years have scoured the river bottom 
into deep furrows of unique habitat.

GAGE CANYON TRAIL 2.7 mi. Challenging This rambling hike crisscrosses the canyon several times. 
Take a break at the Gage Tinajas.

GAGE CANYON SPUR 0.4 mi. Moderate Hikers looking to turn the Gage Canyon Trail into a loop 
may take this spur to return on the main park road. Watch 
for bobwhite and scaled quail along the ridge.

Bald Eagle
FOR EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CALL 9-1-1.
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