


Resaca de la Palma State Park
The hidden treasure of 
South Texas
Welcome to Resaca de la Palma State Park! Lush woodlands of Texas ebony and 

anacua trees border the resaca, or oxbow lake, running through the park. Explore over 

10 miles of nature trails or relax on the tram as it navigates through the well-preserved 

ecosystem. Make sure to stop by the Visitor Center to check out the gift shop and 

butterfly gardens. Tram rides available Wednesday-Sunday.

STAYING SAFE
KNOW YOUR LIMITS.  Prepare for sun and heat. Wear sunscreen, insect repellent and appropriate 
clothing/hiking shoes.

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER.  Your body quickly loses fluids when you’re on the trail. Bring a quart (32 oz.) 
of water per hour of activity. Bringing your furry-friend? Don’t forget water for them, too!

TELL OTHERS WHERE YOU’LL BE.  If possible, avoid exploring alone. Tell someone where you are going 
and when you plan to return.

WEAR A HELMET.  When biking, always ride to your skill level. Wear a 
helmet to protect yourself in case of a crash.

YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONNECT. It’s a good idea to take along 
a cell phone and GPS unit, but don’t count on them. 

POTENTIALLY HARMFUL PLANTS AND ANIMALS LIVE HERE.  
You’ll see them more easily if you stay on trails.

TRAIL ETIQUETTE
Trash your trash.  Pack out all of your trash and Leave No Trace. 

Leave feeding to nature.  Feeding wild animals will make them sick and more likely harm people.  

Take only memories and pictures.  Help preserve nature. Leave all plants and animals in the park.

Keep pets on leashes for their safety, and to protect wildlife. 

Use only your muscles. To protect park resources, no motor vehicles are allowed on the trails or tram loop.

FOR EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CALL 9-1-1.
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TRAIL

EBONY TRAIL

DIST

0.2 mi.

TIME

10 min.

DIFFICULTY

Easy

 DESCRIPTION

The closest trail to the Visitor Center. This trail curves 
through old growth ebony-anacua woodlands. Observation 
deck and boardwalk at terminal end with plant signage 
along the way. Trailhead in back of Visitor Center.

MESQUITE TRAIL 0.6 mi. 40 min. Moderate Curving through Tamaulipan thornscrub and revegetated 
grassland savannah. Trailhead off of tram loop.

MEXICAN OLIVE 
TRAIL

0.3 mi. 10 min. Easy This is an ADA-compliant trail; please do not use bicycles 
here. The trail leads to scenic observation Deck C. Trailhead 
off of Tram Loop.

NORTH MEXICAN 
OLIVE TRAIL

0.4 mi. 10 min. Easy This trail is connected to the Mesquite and Mexican Olive 
trails and winds through a tepeguaje and mesquite habitat.

KISKADEE TRAIL 0.06 mi. 5 min. Easy Sugar hackberry and ebony woodlands line this trail leading to 
observation Deck A. Trailhead off of Tram Loop.

FLYCATCHER TRAIL 1.2 mi. 40 min.   Moderate Loops through thornscrub/savannah. Trailhead off of 
Tram Loop.

HOG TRAIL 0.2 mi. 10 min. Moderate Take this trail from Flycatcher to access observation Deck D.

COYOTE TRAIL 0.4 mi. 15 min. Moderate Trail with tight curves through ebony and mesquite 
woodland.

HUNTER’S LANE 0.7 mi. 35 min. Moderate Entrance to southern remote portions of our park. Use this 
trail to access Screwbean Alley and the Quail, White-winged 
Dove and Yellowthroat loops.

QUAIL LOOP 1.3 mi. 45 min. Moderate Recommended biking loop that ventures through 
grasslands. This trail gives you a view to the northeast of the 
Brownsville reservoir, opportunity to view osprey and other 
birds of prey.

YELLOWTHROAT 
LOOP

1.2 mi. 45 min. Easy Recommended wildlife watching trail. Several habitats are 
represented, providing opportunities to see an array of 
wildlife.

BOBCAT LANE 1.3 mi. 45 min. Easy Recommended biking trail. Bobcat borders the western edge 
of the park property, running along a levee.

TRAM LOOP 2.8 mi. 50 min. Easy Recommended easy trail. Paved loop meanders through 
1,200-acre park, crossing two bridges, with excellent viewing 
opportunities. Seven trailheads are located on Tram Loop.
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For assistance using this map, contact the park. For a web version of the map text, visit our Trails Information page.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/resaca-de-la-palma/trails-info

