


Cooper Lake State Park
Enjoy the natural beauty of 
the forest and the lake.    
Close to the city though far away from the hustle and bustle, spend the 

day hiking, biking or horseback riding the variety of trails at Cooper Lake 

State Park.  Choose an easy stroll, a challenging day-long ride, 

or something in between.  There is something for every skill level.

STAYING SAFE
KNOW YOUR LIMITS.  Prepare for sun and heat. Wear sunscreen, insect repellent and appropriate 

clothing/hiking shoes. 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER.  Your body quickly loses fluids when you’re on the trail.  Bring a quart 

of water per hour of activity. 

TELL OTHERS WHERE YOU’LL BE.  If possible, avoid exploring alone. Tell someone where you are 

going and when you plan to return.

WEAR A HELMET WHEN BIKING.  Check with park HQ to match the trail to your skill level.  

Wear a helmet to protect yourself in case of a crash. 

POTENTIALLY HARMFUL PLANTS AND ANIMALS LIVE HERE.  

You’ll see them more easily if you stay on trails.  Do not approach wildlife!

CHECK FOR TRAIL CLOSURES AFTER ANY RAINFALL. Contact 

park headquarters for information regarding trail closures.

TRAIL ETIQUETTE
Trash your trash.  Pack out all of your trash and Leave No Trace. 

Leave feeding to nature.  Feeding wild animals will make them sick.  Please do not feed them.

Don’t Pocket the Past.  Help preserve Texas heritage.  Leave artifacts where you find them and report their 
location to a ranger.  

Take only memories and pictures.  Disturbing or removing any of the park’s plants, animals or artifacts is a 
violation of state law. 

Keep pets on leashes to keep them safe and to protect wildlife.

No horsing around.  Horseback riders must stay on trails marked for horses. Other users yield to horseback 
riders on multiuse trails.

FOR EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CALL 9-1-1.

TRAIL

COYOTE RUN
TRAIL

DISTANCE

4.6 mi. 
(round trip)

TIME

3 hrs.

DIFFICULTY

Moderate

 DESCRIPTION

Explore the hills and “bottoms” of the South Sulphur River 
watershed. Native Americans and settlers were attracted to this 
land of plentiful wildlife, plants and water. Take time to see the 
canebrakes and pocket prairies along the way. 

HONEY CREEK 
INTERPRETIVE 
TRAIL

0.3 mi. 30 min. Easy Discover the diversity of this area, where many species of native 
trees and shrubs are identified. This short trail is perfect for families.

LITTLE BLUESTEM 
LOOP

3.1 mi. 2 hrs. Easy This novice trail winds through several patches of little bluestem, 
ending with a panoramic view of the lake. Seek out tracks of the 
animals who call this ecosystem home. From here, you can hike 
three other trails within the Buggy Whip Trail System.

LONESOME DOVE 
LOOP

4.8 mi. 3 hrs. Moderate / 
Challenging

This large loop crosses creeks and passes by a tranquil pond. Many 
terrain and elevation changes make this trail vary from moderate 
to challenging, while staying interesting the entire time! Access this 
trail from the Little Bluestem Loop, as it’s a part of the Buggy Whip 
Trail System.

RABBIT RUN 1.0 mi. 1 hr. Moderate Walk beneath post oak groves and through pocket prairies on these 
short but beautiful trails. Access this trail from the Lonesome Dove 
Loop, as it’s a part of the Buggy Whip Trail System.

PIONEER PASS 1.5 mi. 1.5 hrs. Moderate Milkweed and monarch butterflies can be seen along sections of this 
trail. Notice the old road bed along the trail? It was used by locals 
before the park opened. Access this trail from the Lonesome Dove 
Loop, as it’s a part of the Buggy Whip Trail System.

White-tailed Deer
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For assistance using this map, contact the park. For a web version of the map text, visit our Trails Information page.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/cooper-lake/ss-trails-info

