
2016
Media Directory

See latest updates at

www.tpwd.texas.gov/mediadirectory

For media inquiries, call

(512) 389-8030



For more information on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, visit:

www.tpwd.texas.gov

Check out our State Parks website at:

www.texasstateparks.org

News releases and image archives available at:

www.tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia

Social media pages:

www.facebook.com/TexasParksWildlifeNews

@tpwdnews

Produced by

News and Information Branch, Communications Division

Stephanie Salinas

(512) 389-8030  •  stephanie.salinas@tpwd.texas.gov

Katy Schaffer

(512) 389-8046  •  katy.schaffer@tpwd.texas.gov

This media directory is also available online at 

www.tpwd.texas.gov/mediadirectory



Table of Contents 
 
            Page 
 

I 

 

About Texas Parks and Wildlife   1 

II Media Contacts   

 Executive Offices 
 

5 

 

 

Coastal Fisheries 
Saltwater Fisheries Management, Research, Hatcheries, Water 
Conservation 

5 

 

 

 
Communication 
News, Photography, Marketing, Video, Magazine, Web, 
Hunter/Boater Education, Outreach 
 

 

 

7 

 

 

Legal  
Open Records Information, Regulations, Agency Counsel 
 

8 

 

 

Inland Fisheries 
Freshwater Fisheries Management, Research, Hatcheries, 
Environmental, Kills/Spills 

9 

 

 

 
Law Enforcement 
Game Wardens, Water Safety, Operation Game Thief 

 

13 

 

 

 

State Parks 
Grants, Historic Sites, Interpretation/Exhibits, Park Rangers 

 

15 

 

 

 

Wildlife 
Hunting, Management, Research, Non-game, Endangered Species 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





1 

 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Address:  4200 Smith School Road, Austin, TX 78744 

 

Phone:  (512) 389-4800 

FAX:  (512) 389-4450 

Toll-free Phone:  (800) 792-1112 

Executive Director:  Carter Smith (appointed by TPW Commission) 

Legal Authority:  Sec. 11.011, Parks and Wildlife Code 

Sunset Act:  2020-2021 

Employees:  2,892 FTEs authorized  

Appropriation Levels: FY16: $436,721,976 FY15: $371,347,894 FY14: $379,896,507 FY13: $357,533,467 FY12: $332,172,838 

FY11:$423,215,558 FY10:$468,848,977 FY09:$402,892,636 FY08:$405,801,128 FY07:$295,046,521  

 

  

Governing Body: The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission is the policy-making body that oversees the department.  Nine 

members are appointed by the governor, with Senate confirmation, for overlapping six-year terms.  

Positions are unpaid. The governor appoints the chair. 

 

 

Commission Members Term Expires 

 

T. Dan Friedkin, Chairman, Houston 02-01-17 

Ralph H. Duggins, Vice-Chairman, Fort Worth 02-01-19 

Anna Benavides Galo, Laredo 02-01-19  

Bill Jones, Austin  02-01-17 

Jeanne W. Latimer, San Antonio 02-01-21 

James H. Lee, San Antonio  02-01-19  

S. Reed Morian, Houston 02-01-21 

Dick Scott, Wimberley 02-01-17 

Kelcy L. Warren, Dallas 02-01-21 

Lee Marshall Bass, Chairman-Emeritus, Fort Worth  

  

 

Mission Statement: 

 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation 

opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 

 

 

Description and History: 

 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department provides outdoor recreational opportunities by managing and protecting wildlife and wildlife 

habitat and acquiring and managing parklands and historic areas.  It has inherited the functions of many state entities created to protect 

Texas' natural resources.  In 1895 the legislature created the Fish and Oyster Commission to regulate fishing.  The Game Department 

was added to the commission in 1907.  The State Parks Board was created as a separate entity in 1923.  In the 1930s, projects of the 

federal Civilian Conservation Corps added substantially to the state's parklands.  In 1951, the term oyster was dropped from the 

wildlife agency's name, and in 1963, the Parks Board and the Game and Fish Commission were merged to form the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department.  The legislature placed authority for managing fish and wildlife resources in all Texas counties with the Parks 

and Wildlife Department when it passed the Wildlife Conservation Act in 1983.  Previously, commissioners’ courts had set game and 

fish laws in many counties, and other counties had veto power over department regulations. 

 

The agency currently has 11 internal divisions: Wildlife, Coastal Fisheries, Inland Fisheries, Law Enforcement, Legal, State Parks, 

Infrastructure, Communications, Administrative Resources, Human Resources and Information Technology.  Intergovernmental 

affairs, diversity and inclusion, internal audit and internal investigations are administered through the Executive Office. 

 

 

Executive Office 

Executive Director:  Carter P. Smith 

Deputy Executive Director for Administration, Dawn Heikkila 

Deputy Executive Director for Natural Resources, Ross Melinchuk 
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The Executive Office is responsible for the management and oversight of a diverse agency consisting of 11 divisions with a variety of 

technical, legal, and regulatory programs, facilities and services.  Executive staff coordinates all activities related to the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Commission, Legislature, and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation, an independent 501 (c) (3) organization 

dedicated to raising private funds to support the Department’s programs.  This office also oversees all work relating to land 

acquisitions, internal audits, intergovernmental affairs, and internal investigation functions.  Executive office staff receives and 

coordinates all incoming correspondence and most public contact.  The Executive Director is chief executive officer of the department 

and, as such, coordinates the development of agency strategy and policy, supervises senior agency management, serves as the senior 

decision making authority and coordinates staff interactions with the commission.  In all these matters, the director is supported by the 

Executive Office team, including the Deputy Executive Directors for Operations, Administration and Natural Resources. 

 

 

Administrative Resources Division 

Director: Michael J. Jensen 

 
The Administrative Resources Division is responsible for financial services, budget and planning and analysis.  Financial services include 

accounting, purchasing and contracting, payroll, voucher processing and revenue collection.  Budget includes preparation of the agency’s 

budgets and Legislative Appropriations Requests.  Planning and Analysis includes strategic planning, performance measure reporting and 

various analyses.  The division is also directly responsible for the registration and titling of boats and motors and the issuance of hunting, 

fishing and other licenses and serves as the primary contact for coordination of requests from state oversight agencies.  The division strives to 

continually improve services to both internal and external customers.   

 

 

Coastal Fisheries Division 

Director:  Robin Riechers 

  
The Coastal Fisheries Division manages the marine fishery resources of Texas' four million acres of saltwater, including the bays and 

estuaries and out to nine nautical miles in the Gulf of Mexico.  Coastal Fisheries management strategies are directed toward optimizing the 

long-term utilization and sustaining fisheries populations at levels that are necessary to ensure sustainable stocks of commercially and 

recreationally important species.   

 

The division also focuses on habitat conservation and restoration and leads the agency research, management and inter-agency coordination 

on water-related issues, including assuring adequate in-stream flows for Texas’ rivers and sufficient freshwater inflows for bays and 

estuaries.  These priority goals and strategies will assure our marine waters’ health and productivity and protect fish, wildlife and plant 

resources from degradation or depletion. 

  

The Coastal Fisheries division works closely with other department divisions, as well as other state, federal and international fishery 

management agencies to provide optimum opportunities from and conservation for the rich biological diversity inherent in Texas’ marine 

waters. 

 

 

Communications Division 

Director: Josh Havens 

 
The Communication Division’s primary responsibility is to increase awareness of the importance of conserving the natural and cultural 

resources of Texas, increase participation in outdoor recreational activities and encourage safe, legal and ethical behavior among resource 

users. Through a wide range of media products and marketing efforts, the Communications Division drives traffic to the agency’s revenue-

producing products including hunting and fishing licenses, boat registrations, both day and overnight park visitation as well as other special 

programs and events. Communications products include media releases, social media, press events, the TPWD website, the Texas Parks & 

Wildlife magazine, a weekly PBS television series, the Passport to Texas daily radio program, a video news report program, video products, 

e-newsletters and a wide range of internal and external publications and public information items. The division provides the state's mandatory 

boater and hunter education programs, conservation education initiatives, fishing, archery, shooting sports outreach programs and events and 

nature-tourism marketing efforts including the Texas Paddling Trails. 

  

 

Human Resources Division 

Director: Kent White 

 

The Human Resources Division supports the agency's mission through a variety of personnel services aimed at attracting and retaining 

a highly skilled and diverse workforce.  The division's activities are largely customer-driven, with continual efforts to improve 

personnel services and business processes, as well as the agency’s overall work culture.  The division maintains all personnel records 

and relies heavily on customer input in the development of policies and procedures and in determining training needs and priorities. 
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Primary services include on-going human resources policy development and interpretation, job analysis and classification, staff 

recruitment to include a targeted effort on interns and veterans, job vacancy announcements and application processing, new hire and 

separation processing, benefits and compensation administration, complaints and grievance administration,  leadership development 

and management training programs, performance management and employee service and recognition award programs. 

 

 

Information Technology Division 

Director: George Rios 

  

Information Technology is a customer-driven division working to further the technological advancement of the agency in support of 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission.  We accomplish this through the integration of new and existing technology while 

ensuring the security and integrity of our agency systems and maintaining compliance with legislative mandates and oversight. 

  

IT strives to work with agency staff to align our technology services to meet our shared agency goals.  We provide reliable, secure and 

cost effective services to our users and offer efficient telecommunication options for our voice and data customers at headquarters and 

in the field.  We direct the acquisition and use of technology throughout the agency and provide oversight to our systems through the 

use of security policies, procedures and guidelines intended to safely facilitate the expansion of technology to our users.  The IT 

Project Management group works with agency staff to ensure that all projects with an information technology component are 

effectively managed within the larger project framework.  

 

We continue working on the expansion of network and wireless technology to meet our field and mobile computing needs.  Our 

development staff continues to work with on the development and delivery of custom applications to better serve our customers.  We 

strive to deliver an excellent customer service experience to our users through the Help Desk, Desktop Computing group and by 

providing training opportunities to employees throughout the state. 

 

 

Infrastructure Division 

Director:  Jessica Davisson 

 

The Infrastructure Division provides project management, professional planning, design, construction, and technical services to all 

divisions of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. In support of the agency's mission, the division's goals are to deliver sustainable 

planning, design, construction and support services to enable partner divisions to provide meaningful outdoor experiences to the 

people of Texas.  

 

The Division is organized into six branches:  Finance/Administration, Contracting, Design, Field Operations, Project Management, and 

Support Services. The division manages agency capital construction projects that vary in size, scope, and cover repair work as well as 

new development.  While Infrastructure manages design and construction projects for all agency divisions, the majority of projects are 

achieved for the State Parks Division.  The division also manages 118 radio towers statewide; maintains the agency’s 

telecommunications systems consisting of over 5,500 pieces of equipment; and administers a fleet of over 2,200 agency vehicles 

annually. 

 

 

Inland Fisheries Division 

Director:  Craig Bonds 

 
The Inland Fisheries Division is responsible for managing and protecting the state’s diverse freshwater fisheries resources.  The goal of this 

management is to provide the best possible angling while protecting and enhancing freshwater aquatic resources.  The resources include 

approximately 1000 public impoundments covering 1.7 million acres and 191,000 miles of rivers and streams.  These resources are used by 

about 1.85 million anglers 16 years of age and older whose fishing activities provide great benefit to the Texas economy through an estimated 

$960 million per year in direct angler spending on food, lodging, transportation, and equipment. 

 

The division’s activities include fisheries management and research, ecosystem and habitat assessment, instream flow and river studies, fish 

production, fish kill assessments, environmental contaminant analysis, natural resources damage recovery, wetlands conservation, permitting, 

angler education and information, and fishing access.  Division staff is located in Austin, San Marcos, 2 regional offices, 15 district offices, 1 

research center, and 5 fish hatcheries.  This includes the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens, which combines a state-of-the-art fish 

hatchery and research center with an educational visitors’ center. 
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Law Enforcement Division 

Director:  Colonel Craig Hunter 

   
Since 1895, Texas Game Wardens continue to serve the citizens of Texas by providing professional law enforcement, water safety, and 

search and rescue, while working to conserve and protect the natural resources of Texas. For over 100 Years, Texas Game Wardens have 

exemplified passion, dedication, and commitment to protecting the natural resources of Texas. As fully commissioned State Peace Officers, 

Texas Game Wardens not only enforce fishing, hunting, and water safety laws; they also apprehend dangerous criminals and provide 

valuable public safety to the people of Texas. Game Wardens often lead in search-and rescue operations across the State and are at the front 

lines of the State’s border security initiatives and environmental law enforcement. Texas Game Wardens are responsible for enforcement of 

the Parks and Wildlife Code, all TPWD regulations, the Texas Penal Code and selected statutes and regulations applicable to clean air and 

water, hazardous materials and human health. Game Wardens fulfill these responsibilities through educating the public about various laws 

and regulations, preventing violations by conducting high visibility patrols, and apprehending and arresting violators. The Law Enforcement 

Division employs approximately 551 Game Wardens and 128 non-commissioned positions throughout the state, and operates 28 field offices 

that sell licenses, register boats, and provide the public with local information across the state. Texas Game Wardens operate a fleet of over 

500 patrol, tactical, and rescue vessels. Our marine enforcement program is accredited by the National Association of State Boating Law 

Administrators (NASBLA) which provides a true national standard for maritime interoperability. Furthermore, Texas Game Wardens engage 

with and educate the public through extensive outreach programs. 

 

 

Legal Division 

General Counsel, Ann Bright 

 
The Legal Division’s primary responsibility is to provide legal advice and assistance to TPWD staff and the TPW Commission regarding 

matters within TPWD’s authority, such as water quality, water rights, fish and wildlife law, criminal law, employment law, contract law, 

administrative law, and open government law.  Legal Division attorneys also represent TPWD in administrative legal proceedings; assist the 

Attorney General’s office in litigation involving TPWD, review and draft agreements involving TPWD and assist TPWD staff with 

rulemaking.  In addition, the Legal Division is the division primarily responsible for coordinating responses to requests for information under 

the Texas Public Information Act and coordinating the agency’s regulations process under the Administrative Procedure Act. 

 

 

State Parks Division 
Director:  Brent Leisure 

  
The State Parks Division is responsible for protecting, interpreting, and managing cultural and natural resources of statewide significance and 

providing outdoor recreation opportunities. Ten programs based at the Headquarters complex and six regional offices seek to increase 

participation by families, especially children, in healthy recreational, as well as educational opportunities at state parks and historic sites. The 

division manages 95 state parks, historic sites and natural areas on more than 600,000 acres of land owned or leased by the 

department. Conserving the resources of these sites and educating visitors is the core function of state park staff which serves more than 8 

million visitors annually. The division uses professional business practices to generate revenue equal to about half of the park system 

operating budget. To ensure the relevance of the park system to all Texans in the future, the park division continues to develop programs to 

introduce new users to the outdoors, utilize parks as classrooms, and provide outdoor skills to families. The division also distributes grants 

for the development of trails, boat ramps and other outdoor facilities.   

 

 

Wildlife Division 

Director:  Clayton Wolf 

 

The Wildlife Division’s mission is to manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing, 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. To accomplish this mission, division 

personnel annually conduct about 4,000 wildlife population surveys, provide recommendations concerning the management of about 

1,200 vertebrate wildlife species, conduct about a dozen wildlife research studies, manage 50 wildlife management areas totaling 

744,000 acres, hold public hunts on more than 230 tracts of land totaling more than 1.4 million acres, provide landowner incentives to 

manage for rare species, inform the public about wildlife, provide technical guidance to private landowners, and develop more than 

8,200 active wildlife management plans for about 30 million acres of private lands. 
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Executive Office 
 

 

 

 

Coastal Fisheries Division 
 

For More Information: Contact Title Phone/Email 
Division Spokesperson Robin 

Riechers 

Division Director 

 

512-389-4636 

Robin.riechers@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Lance 

Robinson 

Deputy Director 512-389-4649 

Lance.robinson@tpwd.texas.gov  

Fisheries Management Region 1        

(Upper Coast) 

Jerry 

Mambretti 

Regional 

Director 

281-534-0101 

Jerry.mambretti@tpwd.texas.gov 

Fisheries Management Region 2       

(Lower Coast) 

Perry Trial Regional 

Director 

361-729-2328 

Perry.trial@tpwd.texas.gov 

Enhancement Program (Hatcheries) Robert Vega Enhancement 

Director 

361-939-7784 

Robert.vega@tpwd.texas.gov 

Science and Policy Branch 

 

Mark Lingo Branch Chief 512-389-4668 

Mark.lingo@tpwd.texas.gov  

Marine Science Mark Fisher Science Director 361-729-2328 

Mark.fisher@tpwd.texas.gov 

Ecosystem Resources Program 

 

Rebecca 

Hensley 

Regional 

Director 

281-534-0108 

Rebecca.hensley@tpwd.texas.gov 

Artificial Reef Program 

 

Dale Shively Program Leader 512-389-4686 

Dale.shively@tpwd.texas.gov  

Policy & Education Program Jeremy Leitz Team Leader 512-389-4333 

Jeremy.leitz@tpwd.texas.gov 

Water Resources Branch Cindy 

Loeffler 

Branch Chief 512-389-8715 

Cindy.loeffler@tpwd.texas.gov  

For More Information: Contact Title Phone/Email 
Division Spokesperson Carter Smith Executive Director 512-389-4802 

Carter.smith@tpwd.texas.gov   

Administration  Dawn Heikkila Deputy Executive 

Director, Policy and 

Administration 

512-389-4727 

Dawn.heikkila@tpwd.texas.gov  

Natural Resources Ross Melinchuk Deputy Executive 

Director, Natural 

Resources 

512-389-4868 

Ross.melinchuk@tpwd.texas.gov  

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Harold Stone Intergovernmental 

Affairs 

512-389-4530 

512-463-0840 Capitol Office  

Harold.stone@tpwd.texas.gov  

Internal Affairs Jonathan Gray Major,  

Internal Affairs 

512-389-4440 

Jonathan.gray@tpwd.texas.gov 

Internal Auditor Cindy Hancock Director,  

Internal Audit 

512-389-4422 

Cindy.hancock@tpwd.texas.gov  

Land Conservation Ted 

Hollingsworth 

Land Conservation 512-389-4520 

Ted.hollingsworth@tpwd.texas.gov  

Diversity and Inclusion  David Buggs Chief Diversity 

Officer 

512-389-8595 

David.buggs@tpwd.texas.gov  

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 

 

mailto:robin.riechers@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Lance.robinson@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Jerry.mambretti@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Perry.trial@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Robert.vega@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Mark.lingo@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Mark.fisher@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Rebecca.hensley@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Dale.shively@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Jeremy.leitz@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Cindy.loeffler@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Carter.smith@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Dawn.heikkila@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Ross.melinchuk@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Harold.stone@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:jonathan.gray@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Cindy.hancock@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Ted.hollingsworth@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:David.buggs@tpwd.texas.gov
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Communications Division 

 

 

 

For More Information: Contact Title Phone/Email 

For all media inquiries, call (512) 389-8030 

 

Division Spokesperson Josh Havens Division Director 
512-389-4557 

Josh.havens@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Tom Harvey Deputy Division Director 
512-389-4453 

Tom.harvey@tpwd.texas.gov 

News and Information Steve Lightfoot News Team Lead 
512-389-4701 

Steve.lightfoot@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Stephanie Salinas News Media Contact 
512-389-8756 

Stephanie.salinas@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Katy Schaffer News Media Contact 
512-389-8046 

Katy.schaffer@tpwd.texas.gov  

Magazine  Louie Bond Magazine Editor 
512-389-8706 

Louie.bond@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Russell Roe Managing Editor 
512-389-8053 

Russell.roe@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Randy Brudnicki 
Publisher,  

Magazine Revenue  

512-389-8464 

Randy.brudnicki@tpwd.texas.gov  

Media Productions Bruce Biermann Manager 
512-389-4608 

Bruce.biermann@tpwd.texas.gov   

 Don Cash 
PBS Television 

Series 

512-389-4792 

Don.cash@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Karen Loke Video News Reports 
512-389-4997 

Karen.loke@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Cecilia Nasti 
Passport to Texas 

Radio Show 

512-389-4667 

Cecilia.nasti@tpwd.texas.gov  

Marketing Darcy Bontempo Director 
512-389-4574 

Darcy.bontempo@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Shelly Plante 

Nature Tourism, Great 

Texas Birding Classic, 

Paddling and Wildlife Trails  

512-241-9163 

Shelly.plante@tpwd.texas.gov   

Creative and Interactive Services  Tim Peterson Director 
512-389-4567 

Tim.peterson@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Chase Fountain Photography 
512-389-4475 

Chase.fountain@tpwd.texas.gov  

Outreach and Education Nancy Herron Director 
512-389-4362 

Nancy.herron@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Karen Marks Aquatic Education 
512-389-4732 

Karen.marks@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Tim Spice Boater Education 
512-389-8141 

Tim.spice@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Steve Hall 
Hunter and Bowhunter 

Education 

512-389-8140 

Steve.hall@tpwd.texas.gov   

 Johnnie Smith 
Conservation Education 

Manager 

512-389-8060 

Johnnie.smith@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Customer Service All Programs 512-389-8183 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 

 

mailto:Josh.havens@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Tom.harvey@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Steve.lightfoot@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Stephanie.salinas@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Katy.schaffer@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Louie.bond@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Russell.roe@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Randy.brudnicki@tpwd.
mailto:Bruce.biermann@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Don.cash@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Karen.loke@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Cecilia.nasti@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Darcy.bontempo@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Shelly.plante@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Tim.peterson@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Chase.fountain@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Nancy.herron@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Karen.marks@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Tim.spice@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Steve.hall@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Johnnie.smith@tpwd.texas.gov
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Legal Division 

 
For More Information: Contact Title Phone/Email 

Division Spokesperson Ann Bright General Counsel 512-389-8558 

Ann.bright@tpwd.texas.gov  

Open Records Information, 

Routing of Calls to Legal 

Administrative Support 

Elsa Bosque Open Records 

Coordinator 

512-389-8855 

512-389-4482 Fax 

Elsa.bosque@tpwd.texas.gov  

Regulations Process Robert Macdonald Regulations Coordinator 512-389-4775 

Robert.macdonald@tpwd.texas.gov  

Water Rights, Water 

Planning, Water Policy 

Colette Barron 

Bradsby 

Attorney 512-389-8899 

Colette.barron@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

Wildlife, Regulations, 

Contracts, Construction 

Todd George Attorney 512-389-4329 

Todd.george@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

Law Enforcement Issues, 

Law Enforcement Tort 

Claims, Human Resources 

Kerry Spears Attorney 512-389-4584 

Kerry.spears@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

National Resources Damage 

Assessment (NRDA) Kills 

and Spills, Water Quality 

James Murphy Attorney 512-389-8877 

James.murphy@tpwd.texas.gov 

Real Estate, Environmental, 

Administrative, Fisheries, 

Conservation Easements 

Bob Sweeney Attorney 512-389-4433 

Robert.sweeney@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

Human Resources, 

Purchasing, and 

Contracting  

Laura Russell Attorney 512-389-8335 

Laura.russell@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

Open Records, Boat Titling 

and Registration, 

Purchasing, and 

Contracting  

Elizabeth Cater Attorney 512-389-8626 

Elizabeth.Cater@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

Division Fax     

 

  512-389-4482 

General Counsel Fax   512-389-4814 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 

 

mailto:Robert.macdonald@tpwd.
mailto:James.murphy@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Laura.russell@tpwd.
mailto:Elizabeth.Cater@tpwd.texas.gov
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Inland Fisheries Division 

 

For More Information Contact Title Phone 

Division Spokesperson Craig Bonds Division Director 512-389-4643 

Craig.bonds@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Dave Terre Chief, 

Management/Research  

512-389-4855 

Dave.terre@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Timothy Birdsong Chief, Habitat Conservation 512-389-4744 

Timothy.birdsong@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Todd Engeling Chief, Hatcheries 512-389-4826 

Todd.engeling@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Ken Kurzawski Director Information and 

Regulations 

512-389-4591 

Ken.kurzawski@tpwd.texas.gov  

Texas Freshwater Fisheries 

Center 

Mandy Scott Director 903-670-2224 

mandy.scott@tpwd.texas.gov  

Division Administrative Lisa Moore Executive Assistant 512-389-4864 

Lisa.moore@tpwd.texas.gov  

Region 1 – Waco Brian Van Zee Regional Director 254-867-7974 

Brian.vanzee@tpwd.texas.gov  

Region 2 – Tyler Spencer Dumont Regional Director 903-566-1615 

Spencer.dumont@tpwd.texas.gov 

Research – Heart of the Hills 

Science Center 

Bob Betsill Program Director 830-866-3356 

Bob.betsill@tpwd.texas.gov  

A.E. Wood Fish Hatchery,  

Fish Stocking 

Carl Kittel Program Director 512-353-0572 

Carl.kittel@tpwd.texas.gov  

Analytical Lab Gerald Kurten  Program Director 512-353-7332 

Gerald.kurten@tpwd.texas.gov  

Aquatic Vegetation Control/ 

Exotic Species Permit 

Earl Chilton Program Senior Scientist 512-389-4652 

Earl.chilton@tpwd.texas.gov  

Fish Records Ron Smith Information Specialist 512-389-8302 

Ron.smith@tpwd.texas.gov  

Kills and Spills 24-Hour 

Communications 

Houston 

Austin 

281-842-8100 

512-389-4848 

 Don Pitts State Coordinator 512-389-8754 

Don.pitts@tpwd.texas.gov 

Sand, Shell and Gravel Tom Heger Program Leader 512-389-4583 

Tom.heger@tpwd.texas.gov  

ShareLunker  To donate fish 903-670-2285 

 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 

 

mailto:Craig.bonds@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Dave.terre@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Timothy.birdsong@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Todd.engeling@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Ken.kurzawski@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:mandy.scott@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Lisa.moore@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Brian.vanzee@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Spencer.dumont@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Bob.betsill@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Carl.kittel@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Gerald.kurten@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Earl.chilton@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Ron.smith@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:Don.pitts@tpwd.texas.gov
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Law Enforcement Division 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For More Information: Contact Title Phone/Email 
Division Spokesperson Craig Hunter Colonel, Division Director 512-389-4845 

Craig.hunter@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Danny Shaw Lt. Colonel, Deputy 

Director 

512-389-4846 

Danny.shaw@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Grahame Jones Chief, Special Operations 512-389-4625 

Grahame.jones@tpwd.texas.gov  

Austin Headquarters Staff 

Wildlife Enforcement Kevin Davis Asst. Commander 512-389-4626 

Kevin.davis@tpwd.texas.gov  

Operation Game Thief Lewis Rather Lieutenant, Operation 

Game Thief Coordinator 

512-565-3963 

Lewis.rather@tpwd.texas.gov  

Fisheries Enforcement Brandi Reeder Asst. Commander, 

Fisheries 

512-389-4853 

Brandi.reeder@tpwd.texas.us  

Marine Enforcement Cody Jones Asst. Commander, State 

Boating Law Administrator 

512-389-4624 

Cody.jones@tpwd.texas.gov 

Criminal Investigation Division Chris Davis Major, Special 

Investigations 

512-389-8822 

Chris.davis@tpwd.texas.gov  

Game Warden Field Contacts 

Region 1 (San Angelo) Doug Seamands Major 325-651-4844 

Doug.seamands@tpwd.texas.gov  

Region 2 (Fort Worth) David Murray Major 817-831-3128 

David.murray@tpwd.texas.gov  

Region 3 (Lufkin) James Ranft Major 936-632-1311 

James.ranft@tpwd.texas.gov 

Region 4 (Houston North) William Skeen Major 281-931-6471 

William.skeen@tpwd.texas.gov  

Region 5 (San Antonio) Alan Teague Major 210-348-7375 

Alan.teague@tpwd.texas.gov  

Region 6 (Lubbock) Ronald VandeRoest Major 806-543-8870 

Ronald.vanderroest@tpwd.texas.gov 

Region 7 (Temple) Jeff Gillenwaters Major 254-778-8913 

Jeff.gillenwaters@tpwd.texas.gov 

Region 8 (Corpus Christi) Malcom Wilkes Major 361-289-5566 

Malcom.wilkes@tpwd.texas.gov 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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State Parks Division 
 

For More Information: Contact Title Phone/Email  
Division Spokesperson Brent Leisure Division Director 512-389-4866 

Brent.leisure@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Deputy Director Russell Fishbeck Deputy Division 

Director 

512-389-8440 

Russell.fishbeck@tpwd.texas.gov 

Regional Offices    

 Region 1 (Fort Davis) Mark Lockwood Regional Director 432-426-3533 x224 

Mark.lockwood@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Region 2 (Rockport) Rick Meyers Regional Director 361-790-0303 

Rick.meyers@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Region 3 (Bastrop) Todd McClanahan Regional Director 512-308-1475 x224 

Todd.mcclanahan@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Region 4 (Houston) Justin Rhodes Regional Director 281-471-3200  x223 

Justin.rhodes@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Region 5 (Waco) Rodney Franklin Regional Director 254-867-7961 

Rodney.franklin@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Region 6 (Tyler) Adam Jarrett Regional Director 903-566-0535 

Adam.jarrett@tpwd.texas.gov 

Parks    

Abilene SP   325-572-3204 

 

Albert & Bessie Kronkosky SNA   830-535-4896 

 

Atlanta SP   903-796-6476 

 

Balmorhea SP   432-375-2370 

 

Barrington Farm Site   936-878-2214 

 

Barton Warnock EEC   432-424-3327 

 

Bastrop SP   512-321-2101 

 

Battleship Texas SHS   281-479-2431 

 

Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP   956-584-9156 

 

Big Bend Ranch SP   432-358-4444 

 

Big Spring SP   432-263-4931 

 

Blanco SP   830-833-4333 

 

Bonham SP   903-583-5022 

 

Brazos Bend SP   979-553-5102 

 

Buescher SP   512-237-2241 

 

Caddo Lake SP   903-679-3351 

 

Caprock Canyons SP   806-455-1492 

 

Cedar Hill SP   972-291-3900 

 

Choke Canyon SP   361-786-3868  

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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mailto:Adam.jarrett@tpwd.texas.gov
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 Calliham Unit   361-786-3868 

 

 South Shore Unit   361-786-3868 

 

Cleburne SP   817- 645-4215 

 

Colorado Bend SP   325-628-3240 

 

Cooper Lake SP 

 

    

 Doctors Creek Unit   903-395-3100 

 

 South Sulphur Unit   903-945-5256 

 

Copper Breaks SP   940-839-4331 

 

Daingerfield SP   903-645-2921 

 

Davis Mountains SP   432-426-3337 

 

Devils River SNA   830-395-2133 

 

Dinosaur Valley SP   254-897-4588 

 

Eisenhower SP   903-465-1956 

 

Enchanted Rock SNA   830-685-3636 

 

Fairfield Lake SP   903-389-4514 

 

Falcon SP   956-848-5327 

 

Fanthorp Inn SHS   936-873-2633 

 

Fort Boggy SP   903-344-1116 

 

Fort Leaton SHS   432-229-3613 

 

Fort Parker SP   254-562-5751 

 

Ft Richardson SP and HS   940-567-3506 

 

Franklin Mountains SP   915-566-6441 

 

Galveston Island SP   409-737-1222 

 

Garner SP   830-232-6132 

 

Goliad SP   361-645-3405 

 

Goose Island SP   361-729-2858 

 

Government Canyon SNA   210-688-9055 

 

Guadalupe River SP   830-438-2656 

 

Hill Country SNA   830-796-4413 

 

Honey Creek SNA   830-438-2656 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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Hueco Tanks SHS   915-857-1135 

 

Huntsville SP   936-295-5644 

 

Indian Lodge   432-426-3254 

 

Inks Lake SP   512-793-2223 

 

Kickapoo Cavern SP   830-563-2342 

 

Lake Arrowhead SP   940-528-2211 

 

Lake Bob Sandlin SP   903-572-5531 

 

Lake Brownwood SP   325-784-5223 

 

Lake Casa Blanca International 

SP 

  956-725-3826 

 

Lake Colorado City SP   325-728-3931 

 

Lake Corpus Christi SP   361-547-2635 

 

Lake Livingston SP   936-365-2201 

 

Lake Mineral Wells SP and 

Trailway System 

  940-328-1171 

 

Lake Somerville SP/WMA/ 

Trailway 

   

 Birch Unit   979-535-7763 

 

 Nails Creek Unit   979-289-2392 

 

Lake Tawakoni SP   903-560-7123 

 

Lake Whitney SP   254-694-3793 

 

Lockhart SP   512-398-3479 

 

Lost Maples SNA   830-966-3413 

 

Lyndon B. Johnson SP and HS   830-644-2252 

 

Martin Creek Lake SP   903-836-4336 

 

Martin Dies, Jr.  SP   409-384-5231 

 

Mckinney Falls SP   512-243-1643 

 

Meridian SP   254-435-2536 

 

Mission Tejas SP   936-687-2394 

 

Monahans Sandhills SP   432-943-2092 

 

Monument Hill/Kreische Brewery 

 

  979-968-5658 

 

Mother Neff SP   254-853-2389 

 

Mustang Island SP   361-749-5246 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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Palmetto SP   830-672-3266 

 

Palo Duro Canyon SP   806-488-2227 

 

Palo Pinto Mountains   254-210-3015 

 

Pedernales Falls SP   830-868-7304 

 

Possum Kingdom SP   940-549-1803 

 

Purtis Creek SP   903-425-2332 

 

Ray Roberts Lake SP   940-686-3408 

 

 

 Isle Du Bois Unit   940-686-2148 

 

 Johnson Branch Unit   940-637-2294 

 

 Greenbelt Unit/Satellites   940-686-2148 

 

San Angelo SP   325-949-4757 

 

San Jacinto Complex   281-479-2431 

 

Sea Rim SP   409-971-2559 

 

Seminole Canyon SP and HS   432-292-4464 

 

Sheldon Lake SP/WMA   281-456-2800 

 

South Llano River SP   325-446-3994 

 

Stephen F. Austin SP   979-885-3613 

 

Tyler SP   903-597-5338 

 

Village Creek SP   409-755-7322 

 

Washington-On-The-Brazos SHS   936-878-2214 

 

Wyler Aerial Tramway   915-566-6622 

 

World Birding Center 

Bentsen Rio-Grande Valley SP 

  956-584-9156 

 

World Birding Center 

Estero Llano Grande 

  956-565-3919 

 

World Birding Center 

Resaca de la Palma 

  956 -350 2920 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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Wildlife Division 
 

For More Information Contact Title Phone/Email 
Division Spokespersons  Clayton Wolf Division Director 512-389-8092 

Clayton.wolf@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Matt Wagner Deputy Division 

Director 

512-389-4778 

Matt.wagner@tpwd.texas.gov  

Big Game  Mitch Lockwood Program Director  

 

210-913-3238 

Mitch.lockwood@tpwd.texas.gov  

Small Game Dave Morrison Program Director 512-389-8012 

Dave.morrison@tpwd.texas.gov  

Private Lands/Public Hunting Justin Dreibelbis Program Director 512-389-4395 

Justin.dreibelbis@tpwd.texas.gov 

Wildlife Management Areas 

 Candy Abshier Mike Rezsutek Area Manager 409-736-2551 x22 

Michael.rezsutek@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Alabama Creek Adam Terry Biologist 936-569-8547 

Adam.terry@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Alazan Bayou Robert Baker Biologist 936-569-8547 

Robert.baker@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Angelina-Neches Dam B Danny Summerlin Biologist 409-344-3190 

Danny.summerlin@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Atkinson Island Mike Rezsutek Area Manager 409-736-2551 x22 

Michael.rezsutek@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Bannister Adam Terry Biologist 936-569-8547 

Adam.terry@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Big Lake Bottom  Jamie Killian Biologist 903-389-7080 

Jamie.killian@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Black Gap Mark Garrett Area Manager 432-364-2228 x3 

Mark.garrett@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Caddo Lake Vanessa Adams Biologist 903-679-9817 

Vanessa.adams@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Cedar Creek Islands Jeff Gunnels Area Manager 903-928-2251 

Jeffrey.gunnels@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Chaparral  Steve Lange Area Manager 830-676-3413 

Steve.lange@tpwd.texas.gov  

–     Cooper Lake Howard Crenshaw Biologist 903-945-3132 

Howard.crenshaw@tpwd.texas.gov  

 James Daughtrey Steve Lange Area Manager 830-676-6413 

Steve.lange@tpwd.texas.gov  

 East Texas Conservation Center Gary Calkins Area Manager 409-384-6894 

Gary.calkins@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Elephant Mountain Mark Garrett Area Manager 432-364-2228 x3 

Mark.garrett@tpwd.texas.gov 

–     Gus Engeling Jeff Gunnels Area Manager 903-928-2251  

Jeffrey.gunnels@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Guadalupe Delta  Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Tony Houseman  Danny Summerlin Biologist 409-344-3190 

Danny.summerlin@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Gene Howe  Chip Ruthven Area Manager 806-492-3405 

Cruthven@caprock-spur.com  

 Justin Hurst Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Keechi Creek  Jamie Killian Biologist 903-389-7080 

Jamie.killian@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Kerr  Donnie Frels Area Manager 830-238-4483 

Donnie.frels@tpwd.texas.gov  

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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 Las Palomas  Jimmy Stout Area Manager 956-565-1223 x1 

Jimmy.stout@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Lower Neches  Mike Rezsutek Area Manager 409-736-2551 x22 

Michael.rezsutek@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Mad Island  Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov  

–    Mason Mountain WMA Donnie Frels Area Manager 830-238-4483 

Donnie.frels@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Matador  Chip Ruthven Area Manager 806-492-3405 

Chip.ruthven@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Matagorda Island Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Pat Mayse Bryan Daniels Biologist 940-686-2752 

Bryan.daniels@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Moore Plantation  Adam Terry Biologist 936-569-8547 

Adam.terry@tpwd.texas.gov  

 J.D. Murphree  Mike Rezsutek Area Manager 409-736-2551 x22 

Michael.rezsutek@tpwd.texas.gov 

–    Muse Donnie Frels Area Manager 830-238-4483 

Donnie.frels@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Nannie M. Stringfellow Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov  

–     M.O. Neasloney  David Forrester Area Manager 979-968-3501 

David.forrester@tpwd.texas.gov  

–     Nature Center John Silovsky Area Manager 903-566-1626 x207 

John.silovsky@tpwd.texas.gov  

–     North Toledo Bend Ron Randle Wildlife Technician 936-569-8547 

Ronald.randle@tpwd.texas.gov  

–     Old Sabine Bottom  Kevin Herriman Biologist 903-881-8233 

Kevin.herriman@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Playa Lakes  Chip Ruthven Area Manager 806-492-3405 

Chip.ruthven@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Redhead Pond  Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Richland Creek  Matthew Symmank Biologist 903-389-7080 

Matt.symmank@tpwd.texas.gov  

   Sam Houston National Forest Keith Butler Biologist 936-662-7250 

Keith.butler@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Sierra Diablo Mark Garrett Area Manager 

 

432-837-3251 

Mark.garrett@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Tawakoni Kevin Herriman Area Manager 903-881-8233 

Kevin.herriman@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Welder Flats Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov  

 Wintermann Matt Nelson Area Manager 979-323-9553 

Matt.nelson@tpwd.texas.gov 

 White Oak Creek Luke Baker 

 

Biologist 903-884-3800 

Luke.baker@tpwd.texas.gov 

 Yoakum Dunes Brandon Childers Biologist 903-576-7601 

Brandon.childers@tpwd.texas.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For media inquiries, call 512-389-8030. 
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