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INTRODUCTION

uadalupe River State Park and Honey Creek State Natural Area com-
G prise 4,232 acres of the Texas Hill Country in both Comal and Kendall

counties. The centerpieces of the area include a two-mile stretch of
the beautiful Guadalupe River that flows through the State Park as well as the
idyllic Honey Creek, a 1.5 mile spring-fed creek, most of which is contained
within the Natural Area.

In addition to the bald cypress-lined riparian areas, the Park and Natural
Area are home to old-growth stands of Ashe Juniper as well as juniper-oak and
cedar elm-post oak woodlands interspersed with grasslands and oak savannah.
The Park has more than 12 miles of trails on both sides of the Guadalupe River,
providing access to a diverse assemblage of birds. Honey Creek is restricted
to guided walks including periodic bird walks led by the Park Interpreter.

Designated as an Important Bird Area by the American Bird Conservancy,
248 species of birds have been observed in the Park and Natural Area, the most
sought-after species being the federally-endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler.
This bird arrives in early March, immediately begins singing and completes its
nest cycle by mid-June. It is found most commonly by song, both in the Natural
Area as well as on the north side of the Guadalupe River, in the Bauer Unit.

Birding opportunities are generally best along the Guadalupe River’s
riparian woodlands and adjacent uplands. Nesting birds along the river include
Northern Parula, Yellow-throated Warbler, Canyon Wren, and a colony of Cliff
Swallows. Green and Belted Kingfishers are also occasionally seen along the
river throughout the year. During the winter the river attracts a host of birds
including a variety of winter sparrows ranging from Lincoln’s and Song to
White-crowned and White-throated.

In addition to the Golden-cheeked, more than 25 species of warblers
have been documented including nesting Louisiana Waterthrushes, Black-and-
white and Yellow-throated Warblers. Red-eyed, Yellow-throated, White-eyed
and Bell’s Vireos also nest on the properties. In addition, Honey Creek hosts
nesting Cooper’s Hawks, Common Ravens, Red-shouldered Hawks, and a pair
of Zone-tailed Hawks.

Due to efforts to restore grassland and savannah plant communities, the
Park and Honey Creek have become home to nesting populations of Vermilion
and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers as well as Eastern Bluebirds and Dickcissels.

The striking Painted Bunting nests in abundance throughout the park
along with Lark Sparrows, Summer Tanagers and Blue Grosbeaks. Northern
Cardinals, Rufous-crowned and Field Sparrows, Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jays and



both Carolina and Bewick's Wrens are among the year-round residents that
also nest in the Park and Natural Area.

During winter months, the Park and Natural Area are home to a host
of “little brown birds,” the native sparrows. Vesper, Savannah, Lincoln’s,
Grasshopper, Song, White-crowned, White-throated, Chipping, Field, Lark,
Rufous-crowned and occasionally LeConte’s are seen in open savannahs and
old fields. If you are looking for a place to practice your identification skills
with these birds, the Park and Natural Area are worth exploring.

The Park maintains a bird blind/feeding station in the Day Use area.
Feeders and a solar powered water feature are kept active throughout the
year, maintained by volunteers on a daily basis with seed provided by the
Friends of Guadalupe River and Honey Creek.

This checklistincludes all species known to occur within the boundaries
of Guadalupe River State Park and Honey Creek State Natural Area through the
end of 2017. This checklist was updated by Craig Hensley, Park Interpreter
of Guadalupe River State Park, but is largely the culmination of more than
35 years of weekly bird surveys conducted in Honey Creek by volunteers, as
well as the contributions of many other observers who documented their
sightings. Special thanks are also given to Guadalupe River State Park Host,
Paul Freeman, with his help in updating this document. Thanks also go to
Sue Wiedenfeld of Comfort, Texas who compiled the original checklist. No-
menclature and organization are based upon the A.0.U. Check-list of North
American Birds (8th Edition) as amended through the 53rd supplement as
well as the July 6, 2017 official list of bird species accepted for Texas by the
Texas Bird Records Committee (TBRC) of the Texas Ornithological Society.

You may contribute to our knowledge of park birdlife by reporting your
sightings. You may leave your sightings at the park headquarters or mail them
to the Natural Resource Program, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200
Smith School Road, Austin, Texas 78744. Thank you for your valuable help.

Please help protect natural avian communities by refraining from using
playback tapes of bird songs. Frequent use of these tapes alters normal avian
activity patterns, disrupts essential territorial behavior, and may lead to nest
Jfailure. Thank you for your cooperation.




LEGEND

Abundance

A -

Abundant: Present in such numbers and with such general distribu-
tion in proper habitat that many may be found in a given day.

C — Common: Always present and in such numbers that one may expect
to find several in a day.

U — Uncommon: Normally present in habitat but one cannot be sure of
finding one in a day. The bird referred to by the phrase “it should be
there but we might miss it” is “uncommon.”

R — Rare: Definitely not expected. On the average it occurs only a few
times a season or not at all. It is always a surprise to see one.

I — Irruptive: Birds who irregularly migrate. Some years the species are
not present at all; other years they may occur in numbers.

X — Extremely Rare: Only one or two records exist in the Park and
Natural Area.

* — Indicates 2 known breeding species in the Park and Natural Area.

Seasons

SP — Spring (March, April, May)

S — Summer (June, July, August)

F — Fall (September, October, November)
W — Winter (December, January, February)

CHECKLIST

SP § F W
DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS
___ Black-bellied Whistling-Duck*............c.cccocvvrrerrrrnnnen U U U X
___ Greater White-fronted Goose ... X X X
___ Snow Goose... X
CaNAda GOOSE.......cvuvrrvriiieiiie e X X
WOOA DUCK ..o R X R R
o GAAWALL .o U X U
_ American WidgeOn ...........ccceveerreriererienenerierineneeene X
o Mallard.... X X
__ Blue-winged Teal..........ccccoevviuniiniiniineirereieierieini X X X



SP

___ Northern Pintail....
Green-winged Teal

NEW WORLD

Ring-necked DUCK..........cocvvuevereieieienininereeis
LESSEr SCAUP.....c.cveviviviiiiiiiiiiiiiccccce e U

QUAIL

_ Northern Bobwhite™ ...........ccocovvvvvveiviviiieieeireiennn, U

PARTRIDGES

AND TURKEY

_ WHld TUPKEY™ ... C

GREBES

_ Pied-billed Grebe.............coovvevereeereeeeeeeeeeeenas
PIGEONS AND DOVES

_ ROCKPIZEON ...ovvuiii e

Eurasian

Collared-Dove....

__ White-winged DOVE™ ........c.ccevuerinrinrineireiererenerienins
Mourning DOve™..........cccooviivniviininiiciieeens
InCaDOVE™ ..o,

Common Ground-Dove*

CUCKOOS AND ANIS

_ Yellow-billed Cuckoo™..........cccevvvererererererererercrererenan, U
_ Black-billed Cuckoo ........c.ccovvvvvererereeereieeereen. X
__ Greater Roadrunner®..............cccoccevevevvrererererererenennnn, U

GOATSUCKERS
_ Lesser Nighthawk..........cccccoevirinenieiencene

___ Common Nighthawk*...

_ Common POOIWill............ccoeveriererirereieeieeceeeane R
_ Chuck-will's-Widow™............cocovvirererinrereriereeeeenne R
___ Eastern Whip-poor-will...........cccoevrenrieeiriniirriennens X

SWIFTS

___ Chimney

SWIft ..o R
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HUMMINGBIRDS
___ Ruby-throated Hummingbird............cccooovvverrerrerennes U
___ Black-chinned Hummingbird™.............cccccoovrvurirriennce. C

___ Rufous Hummingbird

RAILS

SOOI
CRANES
_ Sandhill Crane...........cccoeuvevveveiereieieneees R
STILTS AND AVOCETS
— American AVOCEL..........ccovuiuevrinieieiniieneeenenaes
PLOVERS
Kl r .. U
SANDPIPERS
__ Spotted SANAPIPEr ........c.cveverereririerereees R
_ Solitary Sandpiper ...........cccveuererererinrnineeeees X
Greater YEILOWIEgS ........ceuvercvierirerneinceecienieinenneene X
_ Upland Sandpiper..........ccocevverneieeneeneierrernerecnne X
Sl SANAPIPET ... e X
____ Wilson’s Snipe.......... X
American WoodCoCK .........coceiieeiiiieininineneieines
GULLS AND TERNS
_ Franklin’s Gull.......cccoovvuiviicreeeeneeees X
CORMORANTS
___ Double-crested Cormorant.............ccoceverrererrerrerernen X
DARTERS
ANRINGA ...
PELICANS
_ American White Pelican..............cccoovevvvevvveeereriinnenne X
HERONS, BITTERNS AND ALLIES
_ American Bittern ............cccoooveiiiniin X



SP § F W

__ Great Blue Heron.. . U U U
— Great EGret ..o U U U
_ Little Blue HEron .............cccoevvveveveveerereieereneenenanne X
_ Cattle EGret. ..o X X
_ Green Herom.........ccocviviererinirieriieieieeiseeeeeeenenens U U X

Black-crowned Night-Heron .............coovevverienienninns X
___ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron..............ccooeurvvererrirennenne X
NEW WORLD VULTURES
_ Black Vulture™..........cocoovvveeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e A A A A
_ Turkey VUIUIE™ ... A A AU
OSPREY

OSPILY....oiiviiiiiiieci e R X R
KITES, EAGLES AND HAWKS
__ White-tailed Kite ... . X
_ Mississippi Kite.......c.coveeinneininiiiicccces X R
_ BaldEagle ...c.ooovvviiie X X
_ Northern HArrier ............ccoooeveveveveieeresieeenceienne R X X R
___ Sharp-shinned HawWK ...........cocooeirreenierinieinnens U X U U
__ Cooper’s HAWK™..........ccoouvverniniinieenecsieeienes U U U U
__ Red-shouldered Hawk™ ...............ccccoevvvervnvriininrnnnne, Uu U U U
__ Broad-winged HaWK...........ccocvvenierernieneniceinnens R X R
— Swainson’s HAWK .........ccoevvvevvveciiieeceieeceeeeeeeeeeeeean X R
__ Zone-tailed Hawk*.... R R X
__ Red-tailed Hawk* ..... U U U
_ Ferruginous Hawk............ccocveuveeinininiinincncncens X
BARN OWLS
L Barn OWleccce X
TYPICAL OWLS
__ Eastern Screech-Owl™ .............coooevvvviienieeenceennnn, U U U U
_ Great Horned OWI*..........cocoeveviveveriieeeiceesceene U U U U
_ Barred OWIF ..o U U U U
_ Long-eared OW.........cccovuvieininiinieenecsees X
_ Short-eared OWL.........cccovovevevereeeceeeece e X X



SP

KINGFISHERS

___ Ringed Kingfisher ....
___ Belted Kingfisher*
___ Green Kingfisher*............

WOODPECKERS

Red-bellied Woodpecker .
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.
Red-naped Sapsucker......

Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker...........
__ Northern Flicker..............

FALCONS AND CARACARA

Crested Caracara®............
American Kestrel .............

___ Peregrine Falcon..............
_ Prairie FAlCON..c..c..coooviiiccceee e

FLYCATCHERS

Acadian Flycatcher*........
Alder Flycatcher.......
Willow Flycatcher ....

Great Crested Flycatcher*
Brown-crested Flycatcher

Olive-sided Flycatcher......
Eastern Wood-Pewee* .....
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.

Least Flycatcher...............
Black Phoebe*.................
Eastern Phoebe*.............
Say’s Phoebe...........c..c.....
Vermilion Flycatcher*......
Ash-throated Flycatcher* .

Golden-fronted Woodpecker™..............cccoeververerennns

Ladder-backed Woodpecker®.............coovviererrrenninne
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SP § F W

_ Couch’s Kingbird .........ccovueiveiunrinrinrineeeee e X
_ Western Kingbird* ...........cccooevenieenininicens U U R
__ Eastern Kingbird...........ccccovvveveirerneincnecnerenennens R X X
__ Scissor-tailed Flycatcher*.. U U
SHRIKES
_ Loggerhead Shrike...........coocovvniniiniineneeeeeii R R R R
VIREOS
__ White-eyed VIT€O™.........cevrevrvrinrinrireireierenenienieninias ¢ C U X
_ Bell'S VAreO™ ... U R
__ Black-capped VIreo™ ..........ccocvvvrivenerrerrcrerereninnis X X
_ Yellow-throated VIreo™ ............ccccccovvvevvvrervrenennnerennnnn. U U U
_ GaSSINS VITEO ..ot X
_ Blue-headed Vir€o............ccovveveveveveeeeereeeecnenn, U X U R
_ HUtton’s VIT@O........covevvereeieiecrecreeee et R X R R
_ Warbling VIr€o .........ccoeueeueireiuniinrineineeeie e U X
_ Red-eyed VIr€o™ ........ccvvnvvnirererrerncrecise s ¢ C R
JAYS, RAVENS AND CROWS

BIUE JAY ... U X X U
___ Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay*... .U U U U
_ AMErican CrOW.......ccoovvveveeririereieieieiieeeneeeieeseenens R X X R
__ Common Raven™...........cccoovvvvererivineinineenieseeeenens ¢ C C C
SWALLOWS
_ Purple Martin.......ccoveeivvieininieeeees R R X
_ Tree SWAlloW .......cocvoveveiiieiciicceeceeee e X
___ Northern Rough-winged Swallow...............cccoeuvrunnce R X X
— Bank SWalloW........ccovevvivieiiciceeeee e X
_ CHff SWALlOW™ ... ¢ C R
_ CaVe SWALlOW ... X X X
_ Barn Swallow™ ..o U U U
CHICKADEES AND TITMICE
__ Carolina Chickadee™..............cccoovevirveirerrrriererreerennn. A A A A
__ Black-crested Titmouse™ ............c.cccovvverrvirererrenrrennnn. A A A A



VERDINS

Verdin ..............

LONG-TAILED TITS

NUTHATCHES
_ Red-breasted Nuthatch ...............cccoovevievivieeiiinnnne

__ White-breasted Nuthatch

CREEPERS

Brown Creeper.

WRENS

— ROCKWICN .o

__ Canyon Wren* ..
____ House Wren .....
___ Winter Wren.....
___ Sedge Wren.......
___ Carolina Wren*.
__ Bewick’s Wren*

GNATCATCHERS

___ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher™.............ccccovvvinrnrnrneneneis
KINGLETS
___ Golden-crowned Kinglet ...........cccoeveerenrerrenrirerreirennns

___ Ruby-crowned Kinglet

THRUSHES

Eastern Bluebird™...........ccccoevvivivininincncrcccs
Gray-cheeked Thrush .........c.ccccovvvivininincncccinns

Swainson’s Thru

___ Hermit Thrush..

Wood Thrush....
American Robin
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Sp F W

MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS
_ Gray Gathird ...oveeeec e R R
___ Northern Mockingbird*.............cocoovvininiineirerninins C C C
_ Sage TRrasher.........ccooviuiieieieesee e X R R

Brown Thrasher ............coccoeveveveininininncnces X X
__ Long-billed Thrasher.............cccccoeveireivinrnininiirennne X X
__ Curve-billed Thrasher™ ...........ccccovvnininerrerereieinns X X
STARLINGS
_ European S$tarling........c..ccocvevervivinenenerenereiens R X X
WAXWINGS
_ Cedar Waxwing........cocvvererniieieinnieeienensessiseisseennns C R C
OLD WORLD SPARROWS
_ House Sparrow..........ccccovvvvvvnivinnicincice
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS
___ American Pipit.. X
_ Sprague’s Pipit........cocccovvivniiniiiniiie X
FINCHES AND ALLIES
_ House FINCh*.........coviviiiieieieinieeee e G ¢ C
_ Pine SiSKiNl..oeiicece e I X I
_ Lesser Goldfinch*.........cccoevevervinineineireeeeienis C C C
_ American GOldfinch.........c.ccocvvvvivininiieceie C U C
_ Evening Grosbeak............cocveververerererinriniinnineiennne X
TOWHEES AND NATIVE SPARROWS
__ Spotted TOWHEE .......cecvureerreiiieiiinieieieereeeienes U U U
_ Eastern TOWhee ...........ccccccoeveveeverierceeeeeeeeean R X X
___ Rufous-crowned Sparrow® .............c.cocvevereireieininns U U U
_ Canyon TOWHEE...........ccovuvvmeunireieinieeieercecienes R R R
_ CasSin’s SPALTOW........cccvvviviriiirniciriicrcrce X X
__ Chipping SPArTOW™ .......c.coevmeiierierirrineireieieiererienes G C A
___ Clay-colored Sparrow.............cceeevvereererrerrerererenenns U U X
_ Brewer's Sparrow ... X
_ Field Sparrow™ ........cccvveienieiseeee s C ¢C C



Sp F W
__ Vesper Sparrow ... U C
_ Lark SParrow*.......c.ocveveiveieeeee s U R
____ Black-throated SParrow...........ccoccevevrerriereisneirinnnns X
_ Lark Bunting.......c.oevveeiercreieneeneeeens X X
__ Savannah SParrOW ...........cccovveveuiveieirnieneeenneieesinennns C U C
__ Grasshopper SPArtOW...........coeueveveurreereerneeneeniennnns C U C
_ LeConte’s SPAITOW .......c.cevvvvverevrieiverieiereesieeees R R U
_ FOX SParrow ......cccoevveveiviiiiieiceee U R U
 S0NG SPATTOW ... U R U
___ Lincoln’s Sparrow.... ..C cC C
__ Swamp Sparrow........... X X
___ White-throated Sparrow... .U R U
_ Harris’s Sparrow..........ccccovvevnieeniceeeene R R
__ White-crowned Sparrow...........cccceveevenrereireererrerenens C U C
_ Dark-eyed JUNCO.......ccovveverereieieeisieees U R C
YELLOW-BREASTED CHATS
___ Yellow-breasted Chat™ ...........cccoeovrrrreriirieririennns R R
BLACKBIRDS, MEADOWLARKS AND ORIOLES
_ Yellow-headed Blackbird.............cccccceeveveririrerererennnne. X
_ Eastern Meadowlark...............cccoceeviveeieiicenn, R U U
_ Western MeadowlarK...............ccoovvevemnereveeiriiennne R U U
_0rchard O1iole* ..........cccoooveveeeeeceeeeee e X
___ Bullock’s Oriole... X
___ Baltimore Oriole.............cccovererrirerernereiereseniennns R
 SCOt'S OTIOIE ..o X
__ Red-winged Blackbird...........cccccooovrvininininicienne R R
___ Brown-headed Cowbird*............ccoevrerrrrrerririnnnnns C X R
__ Brewer’s Blackbird..........cccccovvvivinienirenisiennns X
__ Common GrackKIe............cccovuererrivierreeirienesiennns R X
___ Great-tailed Grackle............ccooeuvevvirieniirieneniennnns R R R
WOOD WARBLERS
0VeNDIrd ..o X
__ Worm-eating Warbler ............cccoeverieninienenienne, X
_ Louisiana Waterthrush*... X

11



Northern Waterthrush......

Golden-winged Warbler

Black-and-white Warbler...............cccooeverevriererrinnnnn, C
Prothonotary Warbler.............cccooeevervinininineennns
Tennessee Warbler ............ccooovvveveeievereneeerenieeienen. U
Orange-crowned Warbler .............cocoocvevereierereninns G
Nashville Warbler ...........c.ccoovvvvviviviiiieeeeenes C
MacGillivray's Warbler.............cccveveveveererererenine X
Mourning Warbler ..........c.vevvceererrerneinenerineneninn. U
Common Yellowthroat ..............coovveveveerereceercnnnn, U
American RedStart ............co.ovovevevevmerevieeeeneeeenenns U
Northern Parula®.............ccccooovvveeeiceereeeeeeeenn, C
Magnolia Warbler............covvininencreneeeees U
Bay-breasted Warbler .............coccovvevereneeeieneninne X
Blackburnian Warbler...............cccoevvvviereiriererrennnan, R
Yellow Warbler ..........ccovveveveviiveieiiereceee e C
Chestnut-sided Warbler ..............ccccoevvvieerreeeriennnan, U
Yellow-rumped Warbler.............cccocvevreureierereininnns C
Yellow-throated Warbler™...............ccccovevvvivievinrennnen. C
Townsend’s Warbler .............ccocoueerviierersieenicenenns
Golden-cheeked Warbler* .C
Black-throated Green Warbler..............ccocoevvrevennen. U

Canada Warbler...........cooovvveeveceeeieeeeeee e X

_ WilSon’s Warbler ............ccoveveveererieeeeeceeeeeene U
CARDINALS, TANAGERS, GROSBEAKS AND BUNTINGS

Summer Tanager*............cccooevvvievneennieenienens C
Scarlet TANAZET .......c..cvvvvreereririreeeeeeeerienia X
Northern Cardinal®.............ccovvivivinenenceereieninne A
PYETRULOXIA. ... X
Rose-breasted Grosbeak.............coccevevervcieieierienanne X
Black-headed Grosbeak..............ccccocveucrvcrreiereiinnanne X
Blue Grosbeak® ............cccovivivinininerecieieeienns C
Lazuli BUNLNG. ..o
Indigo Bunting*....

Painted BUNtNG™ .........ovvvveirriererierrerececierininns

DICKCISSEL™ ... C
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CITATION
Hensley, C. May 2019. Birds of Guadalupe River State Park and Honey
Creek State Natural Area: a field checklist. Natural Resources Program,
Texas Parks and Wildlife.

In 1983, the Texas Legislature created the Special Nongame and
Endangered Species Conservation Fund. This fund may be used for
nongame wildlife and endangered species research and conservation,
habitat acquisition and developmentand dissemination of information
pertaining to nongame management. Money for this fund is obtained
through private donations and sale of nongame wildlife art prints
and stamps. This fund now gives Texans a unique opportunity to
help support this state’s valuable and sensitive nongame resources.
Your individual contributions and purchases of nongame art prints
and stamps will help determine the level of nongame conservation
activities in Texas. For more information call toll-free (1-800-792-
1112) or contact: Nongame and Endangered Species Program,
Texas Parks and Wildlife, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin,

Texas 78744.

TPWD receives funds from the USFWS. TPWD prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color,
religion, national origin, disability, age, and gender, pursuant to state and federal law. To request
an accommodation or obtain information in an alternative format, please contact TPWD on a Text
Telephone (TTY) at (512) 389-8915 or by Relay Texas at 7-1-1 or (800) 735-2989 or by email at
accessibility@tpwd.texas.gov. If you believe you have been discriminated againstby TPWD, please
contact TPWD, 4200 Smith School Road, Austin, TX 78744, or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Office for Diversity and Workforce Management, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041.
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