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INTRODUCTION

city limits of Big Spring in Howard County. Acquired

by the state in 1934, the park was constructed by the
Civilian Conservation Corps using limestone quarried on the
site. The three-mile driving and walking route that loops
around the mountain follows the ledge of limestone rimrock
that caps the 200-foot bluff. Vegetation in the 382-acre park
includes mesquite, shin oak, skunk-bush sumac and red-berry
juniper with prickly-pear cactus on the rocky slopes. There is
also a 2/3-mile rocky nature trail that cuts through the veg-
etation and climbs more than halfway to the summit.

This checklist is based on observations made by members
of the Midland Naturalists group of Midland, Texas, during
monthly visits over a period of seven years. The list includes
only those birds which have been seen within or flying over
the park. Park visitors are urged to report sightings to the
Midland Naturalists’ Web site: www.midnats.org

Checklist nomenclature and organization follow the
A.0.U. Checklist of North American Birds (7th Edition) as
currently supplemented.

Big Spring State Park is located just off I-20 within the

Please help us protect the natural avian communities in our
parks by refraining from using playback tapes of bird songs.
Frequent use of these tapes disrupts normal avian activity
patterns, disrupts essential territorial behavior and may lead
to nest failure. Thank you for your cooperation.




LEGEND

C — Common - seen in numbers every year

U — Uncommon - present but may be difficult to see
R — Rare - few records, not seen every year

A — Flyover - seen flying over the park

SP — March - May F — September - November
S — June - August W — December - February

CHECKLIST

SP § F

___~American White Pelican R

__~Double-crested Cormorant........................
A Great Blue Heron..........ooevvveieveisvninnne R

A SNOW GOOSE ...

=

A CANAAA GOOSE ..o
__ " Blue-winged Teal .........cccoonvvevenverrernecrennnnes R

__ ATurkey VUlture ......c..oocceecvenecvnnevenecrinenennee C C
N OSPIOY e
A MisSissippi Kite ... U C
— ANorthern Harrier ... R
___~Sharp-shinned Hawk..........ccccconvevrvrnecreennne.

___"Cooper’s Hawk...

___ ~Harris’s Hawk.....
 ASwainson’s HAaWK ...
A Red-tailed HAWK......ooeoveeveeieeeeeeeeeeeeenne R

A Ferruginous Hawk ...........cooeeevvvnvcrinneciinnnne.
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—American Kestrel .........cooovvviviviciniennne U R



SP

 UAMErlIN e
__ A Peregrine Falcon..........ccceuecevenvcrevinecreinnnes
_ Scaled QUAl....c.oomrvrmrrirerrenreerenienne
_Northern Bobwhite ...........coocvvviereieieiennee
A Sandhill Crane ........o.oeeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeine
 UAKIAOT e
___ A Upland Sandpiper.........c..ooveveennerreeneereennnne
___/Ring-billed Gull.....c.oovvveerererrrerirecrirerinnne

___"Rock Pigeon

__ ~Eurasian Collared-Dove.............ccovvvvvvenee
__ Mourning DOVe ...
___ ~White-winged DOVe ..........cooeceeermrerrrinecrrrennee
— INCADOVE ..
— Yellow-billed Cuckoo.........cccocvvevvrerernaee

Greater ROAdrunner............cooevvvevvvenrvvnnnes

BUrrowing OWl.........ccccenmeeveennereenneereinnenns

___~Common Nighthawk ...

— Common Poorwill ..........cccoovvvierniirrinnnne
A Chimney SWift.....oooc.oveervernnereeinerreisenrennnnns
___ Black-chinned Hummingbird.....................
__ Rufous Hummingbird..........ccccoovevvvrmecrrrenne.
__ " Belted Kingfisher..........cc.cooecconnevioncrinnne.
___ Golden-fronted Woodpecker.......................
___ Ladder-backed Woodpecker.............cc........

Northern FIicker ...........coovvvnmrvrnrrinnriinnrinnn.
___ Olive-sided Flycatcher.

Western Wood-Pewee..............cccoevververnncn.
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SP § F W
_ Least FIycatcher.........occ.ovcvveevnnereneerinerinnne R
~Eastern Phoebe ..........oovveveveeeeeeeeeenne R
_ Say’s PhoeDe ... R R
___ Ash-throated Flycatcher... U U R
_ Western Kingbird.........coccoomeerrnerenevrernerennee cC C
__ Scissor-tailed Flycatcher ............c.ccooocrnmrenne. U U U
___APurple Martin.....oocoeeeeneerenecennerineeinenennne U C R
__ ACliff Swallow .... U U R
— ABarn SWalloW ... R C C
___ Golden-crowned Kinglet............ccc.coneervuenne. R R R
___ Ruby-crowned Kinglet..........c..cooccrnevrrnerenne. C C G
___ Gedar Waxwing.... C U C
B O 1 ) I 5 (3 ) OO ¢c C C C
 ROCK WMo U U U U
_ Canyon WIen......ccveerveiveineiniieinnneniens R R
__ Bewick’s Wren ¢c ¢ C ¢
— House Wren........ccooeevvrvreeesveeneeeerenns R R
___ Northern Mockingbird............ccccconevvererenne. ¢cC C C ¢C
__ Sage Thrasher.........crinerrennecrenne. U U U
__ Curve-billed Thrasher. ¢c C C ¢
_ Crissal Thrasher...........coccovvvieveesisinnnne R R R R
__ Eastern Bluebird..........ccc.oovvevernnerrirnecriennnn. R
_ Mountain Bluebird .........cocoovvvveeeieieienne R
_ Hermit Thrush R R R
__ American Robin R U C C
___ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher..........c..ccooevverneereunnne. R U
_ BUSHEIt e ¢ C C C
_ Black-crested Titmouse..... R
___ Red-breasted Nuthatch.........c..ccooevvvrneeriunnne. R
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 VELAIN e C C ¢C
_ BlUEJAY e R U
_ Western Scrub-Jay........cooconeevnnereneeeesereonne cC C C
A Chihuahuan Raven ............cocoovvveeeiecveveennee R
___ European Starling.... U U C
— Hutton’s Vireo .......ccooeevvvevvvveeeeeeneeenns R
___ Orange-crowned Warbler............c...ccoecevuunne. C
_ Nashville Warbler........c.ccccovvvvvnicereninnnes R
— Yellow Warbler..........cocvvvevseeieicisieenane R
__ Yellow-rumped Warbler............cccoevverrerenne. C
__ MacGillivray’s Warbler ...........ccoocccernecreennne. R
— Wilson’s Warbler..........cocovvvvvieeeisinieinne R R U
_ Summer Tanager..........ocovcvmervevrnernernens R
_ Western Tanager ...........cooceveevenerveerreeennenee R R
_ Green-tailed Towhee.............cccoovvrvrrrrrnnnee U R
__ Spotted TOWDEE ........cooeevveeecreerrerreineereiennee C R C
__ Canyon TOWhee........coccrvvrernerrenerernrrererennne cC C C
_ Cassin’s SPATTOW .....c.ocveevencreerererrnerirerinns cC C U
___ Rufous-crowned Sparrow .............cccc.cooeveene. cC C C
___ Chipping SParrow .........ccoeeermereneeeerereonne ¢C R C
___ Clay-colored Sparrow.. U C
___ Brewer’s Sparrow ...

__ Field Sparrow ........cc.coveeeeennecrernsereeinecriennnes U R
_ VESPET SPALTOW ....ouvervrrierriieriiircrieiseninens R
_ Lark Sparrow.......occoveeneceinecinnerceninne R R
___ Blackthroated Sparrow... R
_ Lark BUnting.......cocccoeeeeveernecrnnernesineninnne R R
_ S0NG SPATTOW ... R



_ Lincoln’s SParrow...........ccoveevrveveenerrenereonee R U R
___ White-crowned Sparrow ..............coee.oreeeene. C C C
____ White-throated Sparrow...........cccoeeerrereene. R
__ Dark-eyed Junco.......coocceeommecrirneriinnecriinnes C C
___ Northern Cardinal... cC C C ¢C
_ PyrrhuloXia oo, ¢C ¢ C ¢
— Blue Grosbeak...........cocouvvviresieisieieieinne R R

___ Painted Bunting.........ccoccccoomverernnerrenneeriennn. R U

___ " Red-winged Blackbird..........c..cccocvcvrnecrrunnne. R R

__ "Yellow-headed Blackbird...........ccccooevunneee R

~ Common GracKIe.........coovvveeeveeeeeeeeeieennns R R U
_ Great-tailed Grackle ..........cocoovvviviiininnee c C C ¢C
_ Bronzed Cowbird........ccoouevvvveeveseeeienns R R

_ Brown-headed Cowbird............cooeveueneeece C C

— Bullock’s Oriole..........ccovvveirrireieieisieinne R C R
— SCOLE'S OTIOLC .o R U

— House FINCH.......oovvviieieeeeeesne ¢cC C C ¢C
— Pine SisKiN ..o R
—Lesser Goldfinch ..........coooovvvvvieisiiisinnne R U C U
—American Goldfinch .........ccoooovovrevinreinnnn R U
___ House Sparrow ¢ C U U

CITATION
Midland Naturalists. October 2009. Birds of Big Spring State Park: a
field checklist. Natural Resources Program, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department.
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In 1983, the Texas Legislature created the Special Nongame
and Endangered Species Conservation Fund. This fund may be
used for nongame wildlife and endangered species research
and conservation, habitat acquisition and development and dis-
semination of information pertaining to nongame management.
Money for this fund is obtained through private donations and
sale of nongame wildlife art prints and stamps. This fund now
gives Texans a unique opportunity to help support this state’s
valuable and sensitive nongame resources. Your individual con-
tributions and purchases of nongame art prints and stamps will
help determine the level of nongame conservation activities in
Texas. For more information call toll-free (1-800-792-1112) or
contact: Nongame and Endangered Species Program, Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, 4200 Smith School Road,
Austin, Texas 78744.
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