INTERPRETIVE GUIDE

THANK YOU FOR VISITING!
While enjoying this natural beauty, please remember
that everything you see in the park is protected.
Artifacts, rocks, plants, and animals (even snakes) are
all part of the region’s rich natural and cultural heritage.
Help us keep park recreational use sustainable for the
future and protect these resources by leaving things as
you find them.
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ATLANTA
STATE PARK
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P A R K

THE EVER-PRESENT
FOREST
The ever-present forest nestled in Atlanta State Park
watches over the area’s inhabitants. They watch the stoic
bald eagles that make their nests in towering pines, and
the curious armadillo who scratches and claws at the dirt
for grubs. The wise southern red, black, and white oak
trees saw the birth of Lake Wright Patman. They were
there when the Army Corps of Engineers blockaded the
Sulphur River in 1948, and during the establishment of
the 1,475-acre state park in the late 1950s. The solid
and sturdy black hickories looked out across the land as
record rainfall flooded Lake Wright Patman in 2016.
For four months, standing water covered large sections
of the forest floor. This event disturbed and restarted
the process of growth in the forest. Today, these trees
watch over the hikers, campers, boaters, and hunters
who recreate in the park each year.

Still, the forest’s memory goes back further. The trees that
saw the increase in population along the Sulphur River
Basin seeded the Shortleaf and Loblolly pines that stand
today. These evergreen giants kept an eye on the wagons
brought by the settlers. Those pioneers traveled the Bobo
Ferry Trace for a new beginning. Before there were settlers,
the Caddoan people called the rugged Northern Piney
Woods home. The life-giving water of the Sulphur River
attracted the Caddo. They fished, hunted, planted, and
gathered their food along the banks of the river and trees.
Before the Caddo called this area home, prehistoric nomads
hunted under the forests and fished the winding rivers and
streams. Today sits a Texas State Park, but the ever-present
forest remembers those that came before.

A PLACE FOR COMMUNITY

A

community is a group that shares a common
bond, and Atlanta State Park is home to
many communities. The sociable pelican
migrates for the winter to commune and feed in the
waters of Lake Wright Patman. Locals often bring
their children and grandchildren to enjoy the beautiful
scenery. The park offers amazing hiking, paddling, and
camping opportunities. The day-use areas provide a
space for birders, stargazers, and photographers.
Whatever community you come from, Atlanta State
Park has a little something for everyone.
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