TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE

On-Site Technical Assistance

The Urban Wildlife offices offer free technical
assistance that municipalities can use to make
informed decisions regarding their natural
resources. We can assist local parks, golf courses,
corporate sites, schools and homeowner’s associa-
tions in various ways including:

e Habitat Assessment

e Habitat Restoration

® Management Recommendations

e  Ecologically Sensitive Landscaping
e  Creating Nature Trails

e Use of Bioengineering Techniques
e  Erosion Control Techniques

e  Solving Urban Pond Problems

e  Addressing Urban Stream Issues

e  Attracting Beneficial Wildlife

e Referrals for Nuisance Wildlife Problems

If you have a project, question or problem
concerning wildlife or wildlife habitats in your
city, give us a call and we'll try to assist you.

“We won’t have a
society if we destroy
the environment.”
— Margaret Mead
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Urban Wildlife Program

Enhancing
our cities
naturally




Helping cities
blend natural and
urban living...

Did you know the the top three sounds people
prefer are natural sounds such as birds singing,
wind in the trees and gently moving water?
The least preferred sounds are urban sounds
such as traffic, sirens and gunfire. As Texas
becomes increasingly urban, the need for nature
in our cities becomes more and more critical.
Our society values the natural environment.
The evidence is everywhere. Proximity to natu-
ral areas increases property values. Studies have
demonstrated that people heal faster with
natural views outside their hospital window.
Employee satisfaction has been demonstrated to
improve dramatically when natural areas are
created on corporate sites. Wildlife-related recre-
ation is at an all time high. Since 1982, the
number of people participating in birdwatching
has increased over 155%!

It is clear that our urban society not only
yearns for a connection to wildlife, but also ben-
efits greatly from these positive experiences. To
assist cities as they strive to enhance the livabil-
ity of their urban environment, Texas Parks and
Wildlife has assigned urban biologists to work in

each of the large metropolitan areas of Texas.

Effects of Urbanization

As we change the character of the land from
rural to urban, natural resources are impacted.
Traditional devel-
opment practices |
alter the conditions [i'||| 5
of our soil, air and 1
water thus altering
the ecosystems that
depend on them.
These changes
cause radical yet

predictable shifts in
wildlife populations. Many beneficial species of

wildlife disappear. Some survive. Some adapt and
thrive to nuisance proportions.

Assistance with Public Policy
We have been called upon to assist municipalities
with local ordinances. It has been our experience
that many local tree preservation and/or landscape
ordinances are poorly written and do not function-
ally represent the spirit in which they were written.
We can offer assistance to create ordinances that
produce economically profitable development while
protecting trees,
conserving native
habitats and encour-
aging water conser-
vation and reduced
pesticide usage.

Solving Problems Naturally

By understanding how our local ecosystems func-
tion we can work with nature to build cities that
are not only healthy economically, but ecologi-
cally as well. Urban biologists are here to help
cities find ways to blend nature into the urban fab-
ric while addressing common problems faced in
metropolitan areas.

Educational Assistance

Urban biologists may be called upon to offer free
presentations covering any number of topics includ-
ing general wildlife information, ecologically sensi-
tive development, wildlife friendly bioengineering
techniques and native landscaping to name a few.
We often speak to city councils, parks boards, park
maintenance personnel, homeowner associations,
corporations, schools, etc.




