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The holiday season is a great time to get out and visit a 
Texas state park or historic site. Whether it’s a festive event with  
family and friends, a nature walk on a crisp evening, or re-living  
Christmases past in a historic home, there’s something for just  
about everyone this time of year. Before attending any event, please 
check with the park to confirm fees and availability, and to ensure the 
event is still taking place. Events marked with a  are taking place at a 
site managed by the Texas Historical Commission. 
Visit www.TexasStateParks.org/holidays for the most up-to-date 
information on state park holiday events and promotions. 
To find information about state parks, visit TexasStateParks.org or call 
(512) 389-8900. Visit www.thc.texas.gov/historic-sites to learn more 
about Texas Historical Commission State Historic Sites and events.
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Abilene SP
Fa La La in the Forest
Dec. 13 6–8 p.m.
See the dazzling Christmas lights 
at Abilene State Park! Drive 
through the park to see the won-
derful flickering lights and get 
into the holiday spirit! Campers 
adorn their campsites, screened 
shelters and yurts with festive 
decorations for all to see. Orga-
nized by Friends of Abilene State 
Park. If you would like to decorate 
a campsite for this event, call our 
Customer Service Center at (512) 
389-8900 to claim your spot.   
(325) 572-3204

Atlanta SP
Christmas in the Park
Dec. 12 & 13 Dusk to 9 p.m.
Atlanta State Park will be  
decorated with Christmas lights. 
Santa, Mrs. Claus, the Grinch  
and even Smokey Bear make 
appearances. Campers decorate 
their campsites with lights and 

BARRINGTON LIVING HISTORY FARM

ABILENE SP

ATLANTA SP

Christmas displays. Visitors may 
donate canned foods for admis-
sion and drive through the park  
to view the light displays. 
(903) 796-6476

Balmorhea SP
“Spring-Fed Strut”  
Turkey Trot
Nov. 29 11 a.m.
Take a scenic stroll, jog or run 
through Balmorhea State Park! 
This one-mile path is perfect for 
families, casual walkers, little 
trotters or seasoned Thanksgiving 
sprinters. Free with park entry! 
(432) 375-2370

A Cosmic Christmas
Dec. 13 4–10 p.m.
Celebrate the season under the 
stars by watching the Geminids 
meteor shower, enjoying some hot 
cocoa and making some crafts! 
The Star Party starts at 9 p.m.  
Free with park entry.  
(432) 375-2370

	 Barrington Living  
History Farm

Candlelight Christmas
Dec. 12 & 13 6–9 p.m.
Silent Night and festive music 
and solemn moments: an 1850s 
Texan Christmas experience! 
Discover the origins of some of 
our favorite holiday traditions as 
costumed interpreters bring to 
life the festivities of the season 

with musket fire, music, dancing 
and more! Step into the historic 
home of the last president of the 
Republic, Dr. Anson Jones, as the 
family enjoys their Christmas 
gathering. Visit the plantation’s 
quarters to hear how the enslaved 
at Barrington experienced the  
season. Sip a hot cup of cider, 
cozy up to the fire, and begin your 
holiday season with Washington-
on-the-Brazos State Historic Site. 
(936) 878-2214

Bastrop & Buescher SPs
Gobble Till You Wobble Hike 
(Bastrop)
Nov. 28 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
#OptOutside on Black Friday and 
join us on a 3.5-mile hike! We’ll 
discuss the history of the park  
and how we manage our special 
natural resources along the way. 
Email madalyn.miller@tpwd.texas.
gov to reserve your spot.  
(512) 718-0211

Fa La La Through the Forest – 
Scavenger Hunt  
(Both Parks)
Nov. 22–Jan. 11 Self-guided
Look for hidden paper ornaments 
around both parks! Start off at 
either park headquarters and find 
the first ornament outside. Each 
ornament will have a riddle to 
help you find the next one.  
(512) 718-0211

Happy Holly-Days  
(Buescher)
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Come out for a holly jolly good 
time at Buescher on a day filled 
with fun activities. From the Holly 
Jolly Hike to trying native holly 
tea, we’re sure you’ll have a happy 
holiday at Buescher!  
(512) 718-0211
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Bentsen-Rio Grande  
Valley SP
Bentsen Holiday Fun Day
Dec. 6 1–4 p.m.
Ride the shuttle to the park pavil-
ion for some fun and challenging 
activities. Check out our touch 
tables, play the Backyard Bass 
fishing game or go birdwatching 
with an expert. (956) 584-9156

Bentsen Christmas Bird Count
Jan. 2 6 a.m.–5 p.m.
The Christmas Bird Count is our 
oldest community science project. 
Birders of all skill levels are needed 
to survey the birds in our count 
circle. For info and assignments, 
call Roy at (956) 584-9156, ext. 228.

Big Spring SP
Caroling on the Mountain
Dec. 14 4–8 p.m.
Go tell it on the mountain! Join us 
for a magical evening under the 
stars. Sing along to timeless 
holiday favorites with friends, 
family and neighbors. Then take 
pictures with a special guest: 
Santa! (806) 241-5741

Blanco SP
Winter Night Star Party
Dec. 6 6–8 p.m.
Join us for a Star Party at Blanco 
State Park. Enjoy an intro to 
stargazing and view stars, planets 
and more through telescopes. A 
fun night under the winter night 
sky! (830) 392-6492

Winter Solstice Celebration
Dec. 20 6–7 p.m.
Join us in celebrating the arrival 
of winter with an evening of 
learning, crafts and hot chocolate! 
(830) 392-6492

CADDO LAKE SP

BRAZOS BEND SP

Bonham SP
5th Annual Light up the Park
Dec. 12 & 13 6–9 p.m.
Campers are encouraged to “deck 
the halls” by decorating their 
campsite; camping fees will be 
waived for those who participate. 
Visitors are welcome to come see 
all the decorated sites. Entrance 
fees will be waived with the 
donation of new, unwrapped gifts 
for the Fannin County Children’s 
Center. Participating campers 
must contact the park directly for 
campsite reservations.  
(903) 583-5022

Brazos Bend SP
Holiday in the Park
Dec. 13 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Come on out to Brazos Bend State 
Park for some Christmas-themed 
arts and crafts programs!  
(979) 553-5101 

	 Bush Family Home  
SHS

1950s Ornament Workshop
Dec. 6 1–3 p.m.
Join the Bush Family Home in 
Midland for Christmas cookies 

and hot chocolate. Families  
can create a new Christmas 
keepsake – a Bush Family Home 
ornament for their tree. The Bush 
House will be decorated for the 
Christmas season for all to enjoy.  
(432) 685-1112

Caddo Lake SP
Hike Off the Turkey
Nov. 28 10–11 a.m.

After sleeping in, take a  
leisurely hike through the  
forest with a ranger to work  
off that Thanksgiving meal!  
(903) 578-0160

Hike Off the Leftovers
Nov. 28 1–2 p.m.

We know you had leftovers  
for lunch ... now, come hike  
that off, too, on a different  
hiking trail!  
(903) 578-0160

A Crafty Caddo Christmas
Dec. 19 1–3 p.m.

Deck the halls of our CCC Hall. 
Join us by the fire for hot choco-
late, cookies and creating your 
own Christmas tree ornaments. 
All supplies will be provided. 
(903) 578-0160

BONHAM SP
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Cedar Hill SP
Christmas on the Farm
Dec. 13 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Celebrate the winter season with 
tours, games, hot chocolate, 
s’mores and more! Join us on a 
guided tour of Penn Farm and 
learn about Christmas traditions 
throughout history. After the  
farm tour, we will continue the 
holiday cheer at the fire ring with 
songs, hot drinks, holiday treats 
and historical games!  
(214) 738-2397

	 Charles and Mary Ann 
Goodnight Ranch

Victorian Christmas  
Open House
Dec. 6 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Step back in time and celebrate 
the season at the Goodnight 
Ranch! The historic Goodnight 
Home will be adorned in elegant 
Victorian-era Christmas décor, 
capturing the spirit of an 1890s 
pioneer holiday on the Plains of 
Texas. Experience Christmas at 
the “Castle on the Prairie” and 
learn how Charles and Mary Ann 
Goodnight celebrated the season 
with their community. This  
festive evening is FREE and  
open to all – make history part  
of your holiday tradition.  
(806) 944-5591

Cleburne SP
Donuts with Santa

Dec. 13 9–11 a.m.

Come join our rangers and  
Santa for donuts in the park!  
(817) 774-1174

Cowboy Christmas  
Music and Poetry

Dec. 20 6–7 p.m.

Join our park rangers for a  
Cowboy Christmas celebration. 
We will sing songs and read 
cowboy Christmas poetry.  
Bring a chair, jacket and your 
Christmas spirit.  
(817) 774-1174

Colorado Bend SP
Santa’s Stories  
and S’mores

Dec. 13 & 20 5:30 p.m.

Park visitors are invited to have 
s’mores around the campfire  
with Santa as he reads stories. 
Park rangers will be available  
for curious visitors to ask  
questions about their jobs.  
(512) 734-0329

Copper Breaks SP
Cowboy Christmas

Dec. 20 6 p.m.

Join us for Cowboy Christmas 
music and poetry! Learn how 
cowboys have celebrated the 
season on the open range for  
over 150 years. Sing along to  
your old favorites and learn some 
new holiday tunes and poems. 
This is a great program for all 
ages, so bring the whole family! 
(940) 839-4331

Daingerfield SP
13th Annual  
Christmas in the Park
Dec. 17 & 18 6–9 p.m.  
Dec. 19 & 20  6–10 p.m.
Join us for our 13th annual  
Christmas in the Park event,  
Dec. 17-20, 2025! Drive through 
the park to enjoy an evening full 
of lights and Christmas spirit 
Wednesday through Saturday!  
On Friday and Saturday, Santa 
will make his grand entrance in 
the park at 6 p.m. and will be at 
the day-use area beside the  
fireplace at the Historic Pavilion 
to visit with all the little ones. 
Enjoy a cup of hot chocolate and 
some cookies while you wait in 
line to talk to the big guy. This 
event is free to the public with 
donations of canned food items 
for the local food pantries.  
(903) 645-2921

Davis Mountains SP
Holiday Ornament Workshop
Dec. 6 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Join us at the Interpretive Center 
and try your hand at making 
homemade ornaments. We’ll have 
several templates to follow and all 

DAINGERFIELD SP

GOODNIGHT RANCH
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the materials you’ll need. These 
make great gifts for sharing  
with friends and family.  
(432) 426-3337

Caroling in the Park
Dec. 11 6:30–8 p.m.
Help spread holiday cheer by 
joining our group of carolers in 
song during an evening walk 
through the park.  
(432) 426-3337

Winter Solstice Hike
Dec. 20 4:30–6 p.m.
Celebrate the shortest day of the 
year on an evening hike along the 
Old CCC Trail! Along the way, 
we’ll talk about the historic sig-
nificance of this annual event. 
(432) 426-3337

Devils River SNA –  
Del Norte Unit
Holiday Gift for  
our Feathered Friends
Dec. 13 1–4 p.m.
Join us for hot chocolate and 
cookies and decorate a bird feeder 
for the feathered friends in your 
backyard this holiday season! 
(737) 289-3250

Dinosaur Valley SP
Winter Solstice Celebration
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–10 p.m.
Celebrate the Winter Solstice with 
dino talks, hikes, crafts, s’mores, 
star stories and a star party. A 
magical day for all ages under the 
winter night sky. Free entry with a 
Toys for Tots donation.  
(254) 897-4588

First Day Events and Dino Dive
Jan. 1 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Stomp into the new year at  
Dinosaur Valley! Hear the  

113-million-year-old tale of our 
tracks, hike to a dino-mite view 
and take the plunge into the 
Paluxy River for an icy cold fresh 
start. (254) 897-4588

	 Eisenhower Birthplace 
SHS

Holiday on the Home Front
Dec. 5–7, 12–14, 19–21 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
The staff at the Eisenhower 
Birthplace State Historic Site 
invites visitors to discover how 
the holiday season was celebrated 
during the days of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, from the humble 
homemade decorations of 1890, 
through the lean “Home Front” 
years of World War II, to the 
prosperity of the 1950s. Visitors 
can view our historic Christmas 
tree display, explore an exhibit 
highlighting the effects of the  
war on the home front and grab 
some recipes to try at home. On 
Sundays, excited youngsters can 
even try their hands at making 
vintage crafts which they can use 
to decorate their own trees, or to 
give as gifts. Join us for some 
historic holiday fun!  
(903) 465-8908

Eisenhower SP
6th Annual Light Up the Park
Dec. 12 & 13 5–10 p.m.
Celebrate the holidays with us at 
our 6th Annual Light Up the Park! 
Entry is FREE with a new, un-
wrapped toy donation (one per 
vehicle). All toys will be donated 
to the Grayson County Welfare 
Board to support local families in 
need this holiday season. Enjoy a 
sparkling drive through the park 
and take in all the beautifully 
decorated campsites. Don’t forget 
to vote for your favorite display! 
Bring the family and enjoy fun 

filled holiday-themed arts and 
crafts for kids, cookies and hot 
chocolate. Be sure to get your 
photo with Santa! (903) 465-1956

Enchanted Rock SNA
Talkin’ Turkey
Nov. 27 10 a.m.
Join park staff for a holiday 
program about the relationships 
between our wild food sources 
and community gatherings.  
(830) 307-0059

Christmas Starfest
Dec. 13 6–9 p.m.
What’s better than wishing upon 
a star? Wishing upon 4,500 stars 
at once … and doing so with 
Santa! Join us for our biggest star 
party of the year, with telescopes 
run by experienced rangers, 
holiday activities for the kids, a 
star tour and an introductory 
astronomy lesson. (830) 307-0059

EISENHOWER SP

ENCHANTED ROCK SNA
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Estero Llano Grande SP
Nature Walk with Santa  
and Holiday Craft
Dec. 13 2–4 p.m.
Get ready for a festive adventure 
with Santa himself at Estero Llano 
Grande State Park! Join Santa and 
his favorite nature guides for a 
thrilling scavenger hunt to find all 
the items on his list and discover 
amazing critters in the park. At 
the end of the walk, get creative 
with a fun holiday craft! Please 
call ahead to reserve your spot. 
(956) 565-3919

Falcon SP
La Posada in the Park
Dec. 13 5–9 p.m.
Join us for a winter celebration 
inspired by the vibrant traditions 
of South Texas and Mexico. 
Experience the joy of the season 
with a lively Posada event featur-
ing music, food and community 
togetherness. Take part in a short, 
lighted hike, enjoy festive camp-
sites, and immerse yourself in the 
festive spirit against the backdrop 
of the park’s natural beauty.  
(956) 848-5327

Fort Boggy SP
Holiday in the Park
Dec. 13 2–3 p.m.
Join the Fort Boggy State Park 
team for a jolly good time! Check 
the park’s Facebook page for the 
most up-to-date information. 
(903) 512-2517

Fort Leaton SHS
Posada
Dec. 13 6–9 p.m.
The Posada is a Mexican Christ-
mas tradition, and here at Fort 
Leaton you will get a chance to 
experience it with a Texas State 
Parks flavor. Food, music and a 
festive atmosphere highlight a 
welcoming night to a trade fort in 
the borderlands. (432) 229-3613

	 Fort McKavett  
SHS

Victorian Christmas Fair
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Join the soldiers, officers, ladies 
and children of Fort McKavett as 
they explore the holiday season 
on the Texas frontier! See how 
members of the United States 
Army and citizens of West Texas 
celebrated Christmas on an 
isolated military post in the Texas 
Hill Country. Activities include 
historical Christmas vignettes, 
craft making, Christmas tea, 
caroling and pictures with Saint 
Nicholas. (325) 396-2358

Fort Parker SP
7th Annual  
Lakeside Christmas
Dec. 13 1–4 p.m.
Join Fort Parker State Park and 
the Groesbeck Volunteer Fire 
Department for our 6th annual 
toy-drive event! Bring a new, 
unwrapped toy benefiting local 
area families for waived entry. 
Take pictures with Santa, the 
Christmas Beaver and a real-life 
fire truck. Play games to win prizes 
and make your own ornament to 
take home. Sip hot chocolate and 
learn how to make dessert in a 
Dutch oven! (254) 562-5751

Black Light Hike &  
Scavenger Hunt at Midnight!
Dec. 31–Jan. 1 9:30 p.m.–12:15 a.m.
Take a New Year’s hike at mid-
night with a Fort Parker State 
Park ranger! Visit the 1/2-mile Bur 
Oak Nature Trail and see what 
you might with an awesome black 
light! Continue the New Year’s 
fun with a “Riddle-Me-This” 
scavenger hunt by moonlight. 
Can you answer the riddles to ring 
in the New Year? (254) 562-5751

Fort Richardson SP
The Ghost of Christmas Past
Dec. 13 5–7 p.m.
Step back in time and see the 
‘ghosts’ of cavalry soldiers and 
families celebrating Christmas. 
From the hospital to the barracks, 

FORT McKAVETT SHS

FORT PARKER SP

FORT LEATON SP

FALCON SP
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these spirits reveal holiday life on 
the Texas frontier. (940) 507-1215

Corn Husk Angels
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Create your own Corn Husk 
Angel, a traditional handmade 
craft symbolizing hope and 
protection. Learn the history 
behind these timeless figures and 
take home a special keepsake 
from the fort. (940) 507-1215

Elf on the Shelf  
Scavenger Hunt
Dec. 18–24 Self-guided
Take part in our multi-day Elf on 
the Shelf Scavenger Hunt! Each 
day, discover new clues at park 
headquarters that will guide you 
to where the mischievous elves 
are hiding across the fort.  
(940) 507-1215

Franklin Mountains SP
Turkey Trot to Mundy’s Gap
Nov. 28 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Pack the turkey and dinner rolls 
and join us for a fun after-Thanks-
giving hike up to Mundy’s Gap. 
Enjoy the views on this moder-
ately difficult 4-mile trail that 
takes you up to the ridgeline  
and back. (915) 444-9121

Opt Outside Day:  
Aztec Caves Hike
Nov. 28 9–11 a.m.
Let’s enjoy nature while we burn 
some calories with a quick after-
Thanksgiving 2-mile hike up to 
the Aztec Caves. (915) 444-9121

Holiday Card Making
Dec. 7 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Come and make your own nature 
inspired holiday card to send out 
to family and friends!  
(915) 444-9121

	 French Legation  
SHS

French Legation Flea Market
Dec. 6 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Join us and vintage vendors from 
all over Austin for our French 
Legation Flea! We’re transforming 
our grounds into an open-air 
vintage, antiques and crafts 
market perfect for finding pres-
ents for loved ones. Entry to the 
grounds and vintage market is 
free. Come find your own trea-
sures and learn about ours!  
(361) 729-0386

	 Fulton Mansion  
SHS

A Victorian Christmas
Dec. 11 6–8 p.m.
Explore a Victorian Christmas 
with first-floor tours inside a 

seasonally decorated Fulton 
Mansion! This night of fun also 
includes crafts, hot chocolate, 
pictures with Santa, and a special 
reading of The Night Before 
Christmas! This is a free event, 
fun for all ages! (361) 729-0386

Christmas Tours
Dec. 1–31
Tuesday–Saturday 10 a.m.–4 p.m., 
Sunday 1–4 p.m., Closed Mondays. 
Last admission sold at 3:15 p.m.
During December, Fulton Man-
sion is transformed. Come explore 
the traditions and sights of a 
Victorian Christmas! Your self-
guided tour will guide you 
through rooms complete with 
garland, a Christmas tree and 
more. Regular admission fees 
apply. Closed Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. (361) 729-0386

Galveston Island SP
Winter Birding
Every other Saturday  
from Nov. 1 to Jan. 24 9 a.m.
It’s winter on the island and a 
great time to learn about our 
feathery winter residents. Join us 
on an exploration to learn the 
basics of birding, identify resident 
species, and hopefully catch sight 
of some uncommon birds along 
an easy, relaxing hike (0.75 miles). 
Bring bug spray! (409) 737-1222

Guided Turkey Hike
Nov. 27 10 a.m.
There has never been a wild 
turkey recorded in the park, but 

GALVESTON ISLAND SP

FORT RICHARDSON SP

FRENCH LEGATION SHS



7

that won’t stop us from looking 
for one! Join us for a slow-paced 
hike over moderate terrain with a 
naturalist. No need to register. 
Let’s see if we can stuff the park! 
(409) 737-1222

Holiday Heritage Trail
Dec. 19–31 Self-guided
Hiking the Heritage Trail is 
always a treat but hiking our 
Holiday Heritage Trail is even 
better! Enjoy nature and all the 
holiday lights! Stop by Headquar-
ters or the Nature Center for a 
self-guided information page. 
(409) 737-1222

First Day Hike:  
Sunrise Beach Walk
Jan. 1 6:45 a.m.
Welcome 2026 with a refreshing 
one-mile sunrise beach walk led 
by a park ranger at Galveston 
Island State Park. All ages and 
leashed dogs welcome!  
(409) 737-1222

First Day Hike: Bird Walk
Jan. 1 9 a.m.
Join a park ranger for a one-mile 
bird walk at Galveston Island 
State Park on Jan. 1. Enjoy local 
birdlife and nature on a relaxing 
hike to kick off the new year!  
(409) 737-1222

Garner SP
Turkey Trot
Nov. 27 9 a.m.
Get your workout in before the 
feast! Turkey trot our Nature Trail, 
along a half-mile or 3-mile course. 
(830) 834-0419

Parksgiving 2025
Nov. 27 12:30 p.m.
Come experience our version  
of a Thanksgiving celebration! 

Celebrate all the things you are 
thankful for at our potluck feast 
under the oak tree at the park 
pavilion. (830) 834-0419

Friends of Garner State Park 
Holiday Open House
Nov. 29 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Friends of Garner State Park  
will be providing warm wassail 
and homemade cookies at the 
renovated Visitor Center.  
(830) 834-0419

First Day Hike
Jan. 1 9:30–10:30 a.m.
Start 2026 off right with a dose  
of nature! Join us for a guided 
First Day Hike up to the top of 
Old Baldy. (830) 834-0419

Goliad SP & HS
History in Lights
Dec. 1–31 6–10 p.m.
Goliad State Park and Historic 
Site invites you to visit our  
“History in Lights” exhibit, which 
will run from 6 to 10 p.m. nightly 
throughout the month of Decem-
ber. Lights and shadows will tell 
the story of this remarkable site as 
visitors walk the same path taken 

by Native Americans and Spanish 
Franciscan priests so long ago. 
Park entrance fees apply.  
(361) 645-3405

Goose Island SP
Christmas in the Park
Dec. 13 5:30–8:30 p.m.
Join us for our 5th Annual  
Christmas in the Park! Drive 
through our wooded campsites to 
enjoy festival decorations. Then 
visit the Recreation Hall to vote 
for your favorite site, participate 
in fun activities and enjoy some 
hot cocoa and cider.  
(361) 729-2858

Government Canyon SNA
Winter Holiday Traditions
Dec. 6 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Celebrate the holidays the old-
fashioned way by hand-crafting 
items families might have made 

GARNER SP

GOOSE ISLAND SP

GOVERNMENT CANYON SNA

GOLIAD SP & SH
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on the historic ranches that 
became Government Canyon. 
Make wreaths, hand-dipped 
candles and more. (210) 688-9055

Christmas Campfire Story  
and S’mores
Dec. 6 7–8:30 p.m.
Bring a blanket and settle in for a 
festive story read by a ranger 
(What the Dinosaurs Did the 
Night Before Christmas), then 
make s’mores over our campfire. 
(210) 688-9055

Reading Ranger: Dino  
Christmas Story and Craft
Dec. 13 10–11 a.m.
Bring a blanket and settle in for a 
festive story read by a ranger, 
then make dinosaur-printed salt 
dough ornaments you can take 
home. We’ll bring the hot cocoa. 
(210) 688-9055

Guadalupe River SP
Storytime and Craft:  
Wild Turkeys
Nov. 26 10–10:45 a.m.
Join us for an unforgettable wild 
turkey story and craft! Immerse 
your little ones in the fascinating 
world of these majestic birds 
through captivating tales and a 
hands-on craft. Fun for the whole 
family amid nature’s beauty. All 
ages are welcome! Meet at the 
Amphitheater behind the Discov-
ery Center. (830) 214-3635

Turkey Talk
Nov. 27 10 a.m.
Join us this Thanksgiving Day for 
a gobble-tastic experience! Our 
Turkey Talk program brings the 
fascinating world of wild turkeys 
to life. Discover their habits, calls, 
and more. Make your holiday 
unforgettable with nature’s own 
Thanksgiving story! Meet at the 

HUECO TANKS SP & HS

Amphitheater behind the Discov-
ery Center. (830) 214-3635

Art in the Park:  
Christmas Cards
Dec. 6 12–1 p.m.
Join us for an early celebration of 
National Christmas Card Day! 
Embrace the holiday spirit amidst 
breathtaking natural beauty. 
Create personalized cards and 
make cherished memories to 
share with friends and family this 
season. Meet at the Amphitheater 
behind the Discovery Center. 
(830) 214-3635

Christmas in the Park
Dec. 12 & 13 4–8 p.m.
Join us for some holiday magic as 
Guadalupe River State Park 
transforms into a winter wonder-
land! This festive celebration will 
feature holiday-themed crafts, 
stories and activities for the entire 
family (4–6 p.m. near the Discovery 
Center and Amphitheater) and a 
drive-thru light show through the 
beautifully decorated Turkey Sink 
campground (6–8 p.m.).  
(830) 214-3635

Christmas for the Birds
Dec. 20 10–11 a.m.
Experience a festive feathered 
celebration this holiday season! 
Join us for ‘Christmas for the 
Birds,’ a delightful program that 
brings you closer to our winged 
friends. Discover their unique 

GUADALUPE RIVER SP

winter habits and make holiday 
treats for our avian pals. Fun for 
the whole family! Meet at the 
Amphitheater behind the Discov-
ery Center. (830) 214-3635

Hueco Tanks SP & HS
Home for the Holidays Hike
Dec. 13 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Join us for a moderate 2-mile 
holiday hike through the stunning 
landscapes of Hueco Tanks! This 
hike involves rock scrambling and 
climbing up steep/slick rock 
surfaces, which may not be suit-
able for young children. Bring 
plenty of water and snacks, dress 
for the weather, wear sturdy 
close-toed shoes and bring sun 
protection. Space is limited and 
reservations are required. Tour 
included with park entrance fee. 
Call park headquarters for reser-
vations. (915) 857-1135

Spill the Tea &  
Spread the Cheer
Dec. 20 10:30 a.m.–12 p.m.
Get creative this holiday season 
with our DIY tea craft activity! 
Bring your mug and join us as we 
brew and sip tea while creating 
beautiful crafts. We’ll learn about 
repurposing tea bags and how 
indigenous groups also utilized 
things in their surroundings. We 
will provide all the materials 
needed, and you are more than 
welcome to bring your own. This 
program will be held outside, so 
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prepare accordingly. Bring water, 
sun protection and weather-appro-
priate clothing. This program is 
open to participants of all ages 
and experience levels. This is a 
family-friendly, ground-level, 
wheelchair-accessible program. 
Program fee is waived with park 
entrance. Space is limited and 
reservations are required. Call 
park headquarters for reservations. 
(915) 857-1135

Inks Lake SP
Holiday Festival of Lights
Dec. 20 6–9 p.m.
Campers are invited to decorate 
their campsites in celebration of 
the holiday season! The top three 
sites will receive a Texas State 
Parks gift card. Guests are  
encouraged to stroll the park  
after sunset. (830) 637-9327

	 Kreische Brewery  
SHS

Festival Nights  
at Trail of Lights
Dec. 12, 13, 19, 20, 21 5:30–8 p.m.
The sites’ grounds will be trans-
formed with beautiful holiday 

lights. While walking the trail, 
guests can explore living history 
programs at the Kreische House 
and enjoy live music, holiday 
refreshments, visits with Santa, 
crafts and more. (979) 968-5658

Trail of Lights
Dec. 17, 18, 22, 23 5:30–8 p.m.
Enjoy scenic vistas and light 
displays while walking on the 
grounds of the sites. These trail-
only nights do not feature enter-
tainment, refreshments and other 
programming included during the 
Festival Nights. (979) 968-5658

Lake Arrowhead SP
Christmas in the Park
Dec. 6 6–9 p.m.
Decorate your campsite and help 
spread Christmas cheer! Visitors 
will be allowed a free drive 
through the park on Saturday to 
see the lights. Fees will be waived 
for those campers who participate 
by decorating their campsite 
(sign-up required). Prizes will be 
awarded for the best decorations. 
Join the park ranger staff for 
coffee and hot cocoa at the admin-
istration building. Kiddos can 
make Christmas-themed arts and 
crafts and write letters to Santa. 
(940) 528-2211

Lake Bob Sandlin SP
14th Annual  
Christmas in the Park
Dec. 12 & 13 6–9 p.m.
Join us as we transform our state 
park into a winter wonderland! 
The entire park will be a drive-
through Christmas experience 
with decorated campsites, a visit 
with Santa and a historical walk 
through Bethlehem.  
(903) 572-5531

Lake Brownwood SP
Holiday at the Lake
Dec. 12 & 13 6–8 p.m.
Campsites will be decorated to 
embrace the holiday cheer. Come 
visit for a twinkling drive and find 
holiday-themed activities at the 
park to enjoy. (325) 784-5223

Lake Corpus Christi SP
Holiday Light Drive-Thru
Dec. 6 6–9 p.m.
Take a free drive through the 
holiday-decorated park. Check out 
the visitor-decorated campsites 
with holiday lights to get yourself 
in the holiday spirit! (361) 547-2635

Lake Livingston
Holiday Walk in the Park
Dec. 1–31 Dusk – 10 p.m.
Take a stroll along Lake Livings-
ton State Park’s short trail with 
holiday lights and decorations, 
including a short story board for 
the family to view. Check out the 
park’s Facebook page for more 
holiday programs! (936) 365-2201

Lake Mineral Wells SP
Cross Timbers  
Cowboy Christmas
Dec. 20 7 p.m.
Bring the whole family to the 
Lone Star Amphitheater and 
experience Christmas cowboy KREISCHE BREWERY SHS

LAKE CORPUS CHRISTI SPINKS LAKE SP
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style. Join us around the campfire 
for an evening of cowboy culture 
through music, sing-alongs, 
stories and poems. Enjoy chuck 
wagon Dutch oven treats. Acces-
sible for the mobility impaired. 
The program is free with paid 
park entrance fee or a Texas State 
Parks Pass. (940) 328-1171

Christmas Trail of Lights
Dec. 19 & 20 6–9 p.m.
Join us for a glittering celebration 
at the Trail of Lights. Campers 
will decorate the park with holi-
day lights and decorations. You 
can drive or walk through the area 
to experience holiday cheer!  
(940) 328-1171

Lake Tawakoni SP
Twinkle Tour
Dec. 13 5–8 p.m.
Come camp with us and decorate a 
campsite with your most festive 
Christmas decorations! There will 
be a campsite decorating contest 
with prizes for the favorites. Partici-
pants who decorate their site will 
receive two nights of free camping. 
Visitors are invited to drive through 
the park to enjoy the sparkling 
lights and participate in a holiday 
craft activity. (903) 560-7123

Lake Whitney SP
Christmas in the Park 2025
Dec. 20 6–8 p.m.
Decorate your campsite in the 
Horseshoe Loop to be voted on by 
park visitors. Park visitors will 
have FREE entry from 6 to 8 p.m. 
to see the lighted areas and place 
their votes at our Rec Hall where 
we will also have an activity 
station, fun photo opportunities 
and a treat. Let’s spread some  
holiday cheer at our campground 
and have some family fun, too! 
(254) 694-3793

	 Landmark Inn  
SHS

Castroville Candlelight  
Tour of Homes
Dec. 6 5–9 p.m.
Landmark Inn will serve as a 
starting point for visitors to begin 
their tour of five historic homes in 
Castroville and the Castroville 
Living History Center. Each stop 
on the Candlelight Tour will 
feature entertainment, including 
vocalists, a bell choir and much 
more. Visitors can start and end 
their tour at Landmark Inn, enjoy 
the museum and refreshments, 
and shop in the museum store. 
Hosted by the Castroville Conser-
vation Society, the Candlelight 
Tour is a must-do for the holiday 
season and a perfect opportunity 
to see the beautiful historic 
homes and historical sites of 
Castroville. (830) 931-2133

Flavor & Folklore
Dec. 20 5:30–7:30 p.m.
Celebrate the season with a 
festive blend of taste and tradition 
at Landmark Inn’s Flavor & Folk-
lore. This event brings together 
local restaurants and artisan 
vendors to showcase the rich 
culinary heritage of the region, 
paired with storytelling sessions 
featuring Texas folklore and 
seasonal tales. Enjoy warm flavors, 
handmade goods and timeless 
stories in the historic charm of 
Landmark Inn. (830) 931-2133

	 Levi Jordan Plantation 
SHS

Roots of Refreshments: Eggnog
Dec. 6 11 a.m.–12 p.m.
Come learn about the history of 
eggnog and Christmas at the Levi 
Jordan Plantation through the 
book “Uncompromising Diary of 
Sallie McNeill, 1858–1867.” Hear 
what Sallie, the granddaughter of 
Levi Jordan, had to say about 
Christmas at the plantation. You 
will also learn about the history  
of eggnog and can try a sample!  
(979) 798-2202

Lockhart SP
Christmas Crafts
Dec. 13 2–3:30 p.m.
Paint a nature-inspired salt dough 
ornament to take home with you! 
(512) 398-3479

Holiday Candle Dipping
Dec. 19 2–3 p.m.
Create a candle the old-fashioned 
way! (512) 398-3479

Lockhart State Park Taffy Pull
Dec. 20 1 p.m.
Learn how to make a sweet  
holiday treat! (512) 398-3479

LAKE WHITNEY SP

LAKE MINERAL WELLS SP

LAKE TAWAKONI SP
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Holidays for the Birds
Dec. 20 3–4 p.m.

Join the elves in Santa’s workshop 
by making bird feeders for our 
feathered friends! (512) 398-3479

Lyndon B. Johnson  
SP & HS
Deck the Halls
Nov. 29 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Learn how early Texans at the 
Sauer-Beckmann Farm got ready 
for the holidays. String popcorn 
and discover how to make wreaths 
out of local cedar clippings.  
Enjoy other fun kids’ activities  
at the visitor center. The gift  
shop will be stocked with unique 
holiday items and more to  
complete your holiday shopping.  
(830) 644-2252

56th Annual  
LBJ Tree Lighting
Dec. 21 5:30–7:30 p.m.

Join the Texas Hill Country in 
this special tradition started by 
the President and Mrs. Johnson 
56 years ago! Enjoy the park 
headquarters beautifully deco-
rated for the holiday season.  
Walk the trails and revisit  
Christmas from the past at the 
Sauer-Beckmann Living History 
Farm. Visit the gift shop for 
unique holiday items.  
(830) 644-2252

	 Magoffin Home  
SHS

The Best of Cooking Class: 
Fudge
Dec. 7 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Once a month, the Magoffin 
Home serves up tried-and-true 
recipes that have been our most 
popular over the last five years. 
This month, we will bring you a 
traditional and a modern recipe 
for fudge! If you are looking for a 
dish to bring to a holiday party or 
something to have on hand for 
guests, you won’t want to miss 
this class. (915) 533-5147

Rice Treat Adobe  
House-Making
Dec. 14 1–3 p.m.
Join the Magoffin Home for its 
holiday tradition of turning 
gingerbread houses into adobe 
homes using rice cereal treats. We 
will provide all the materials 
necessary; you bring creativity 
and holiday spirit. (915) 533-5147

Family Storytime
Dec. 21 10–11 a.m.
Join the Magoffin Home for a 
special holiday edition of Family 
Storytime where we will read 
“Grumpy Monkey: Oh No, Christ-
mas” by Suzanne Lang and “Pig 
the Elf” by Aaron Blabey. Our 
activity will be Christmas cookie 
decoration. (915) 533-5147

Martin Creek Lake SP
“Black Friday” Bird Walk
Nov. 28 9–11 a.m.
Avoid the crazy shopping mad-
ness and enjoy the best “deal” 
around – a peaceful stroll down 
the Island Trail while enjoying the 
bird life of the East Texas Piney-
woods. Dress for the weather and 

bring your binoculars, sturdy 
shoes and water. Meet at the 
Island Trail head. (903) 836-4336

Kayak with Santa
Dec. 6 1–3 p.m.
Join the Jolly Ol’ Elf for a paddle 
around the island. Bring your own 
kayak or borrow one of ours. Lim-
ited space available. Sign-ups begin 
Nov. 17, so watch our social media 
pages for more information. Meet 
at the boat ramp. (903) 836-4336

Christmas Campfire Stories
Dec. 6 6 p.m.
Sit around a cozy campfire and 
listen to a ranger tell some classic 
Christmas stories with a Texas 
twist. Dress for the weather and 
bring a chair or blanket. Meet at 
the Twin Oaks Amphitheater. 
(903) 836-4336

Christmas Craft
Dec. 13 2 p.m.
Feel the holiday spirit and spread 
a little cheer with a Christmas 
card craft at the Trammel’s Trace 
Pavilion. (903) 836-4336

Martin Dies, Jr. SP
Simple Country Christmas
Dec. 6 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Join us in celebrating the Christ-
mas season with a variety of 
holiday-themed activities, includ-
ing a Santa hat hike, ornament 
crafting, campfire, cookies and 
caroling! Park entrance fees are 
waived for these events.  
(409) 384-5231

Meridian SP
Holiday in the Park
Dec. 13 12–2 p.m.
Celebrate the season with rein-
deer games, cozy cocoa and 

LBJ/SAUER-BECKMANN
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holiday cheer shared with family, 
friends and neighbors. Come 
create joyful memories together, 
and don’t miss your chance to see 
Santa! (254) 435-2536

	 Mission Dolores  
SHS

Annual Holiday Trail  
of Lights Extravaganza
Dec. 6 6–8 p.m.
Join the city of San Augustine as 
we celebrate the holiday season. 
During this free event, stroll 
through festive light displays 
along our walking trail and new 
palisade wall or drive through our 
lighted RV park. Participate in 
traditional and modern games 
and crafts. Have a “snowball” 
fight. Enjoy music and refresh-
ments provided by the Friends of 
Mission Dolores and visit Santa 
and Mrs. Claus. Light displays will 
remain illuminated and open to 
the public from Thanksgiving 
until January 5. (936) 275-3815

Mission Tejas SP
Holiday Hot Chocolate  
with a Ranger!
Dec. 6 5–6:30 p.m.
Join park rangers for an evening 
cup of hot chocolate around the 
campfire and settle in for “tales of 

the glories of Christmases long, 
long ago!” (936) 687-2394

Tejas Christmas Ornaments
Dec. 13 1–3 p.m.
Come to Mission Tejas and join 
park staff in decorating your own 
Christmas tree ornaments to take 
home! (936) 687-2394

Mother Neff SP
A Mother Neff Christmas
Dec. 6 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Join us for creative Christmas 
crafts, a festive scavenger hunt and 
guided hikes, and shop our unique 
gift selections for the outdoor 
enthusiast on your list. Visit our 
website or Facebook page for 
more details. (254) 853-2389

	 National Museum  
of the Pacific War

Ring in the New Year
Dec. 31 3–6:30 p.m.
Join the museum at Marktplatz 
(100 block of West Main Street) 

for a family-friendly night of fun! 
Stop by the National Museum of 
the Pacific War booth for educa-
tional crafts, exciting games and 
Plinko prizes! Stay for the ball 
drop at 6:30 and help welcome 
2026! (830) 997-8600

Old Tunnel SP
Santa’s Gone Batty
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Come take your picture with 
Santa, tell him what you want for 
Christmas and listen to him read 
“The Night Before Christmas” on 
our bridge! Cookies, cocoa and 
water will be available.  
(830) 765-8101

Pedernales Falls SP
Santa’s Workshop
Dec. 20 1–2 p.m.
Join us for crafting bird feeders 
for all the good little birds out 
there! Learn how we can better 
care for our natural places and 
take home your own ornament! 
(830) 330-1819

Christmastime Constellations
Dec. 20 & 27 6–7 p.m.
Every year constellations come 
out just in time for Christmas! 
Come learn about why they are 
special and how people have 
viewed them for millennia!  
(830) 330-1819MISSION TEJAS SP

MOTHER NEFF SP

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE PACIFIC WAR

PEDERNALES FALLS SP
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Purtis Creek SP
Gobble Wobble
Nov. 28 10:30–11:45 a.m.
Join a ranger to walk off Thanks-
giving dinner with a 1.25-mile 
guided nature hike! Visit our 
website or Facebook page, or give  
us a call for more information. 
(903) 425-2332

Christmas in the Park
Dec. 12, 13, 14 5–9 p.m.
Come for a lighted drive-through 
tour of the campground! Campers 
are encouraged to adorn their 
campsites with lights and decora-
tions. Campsite fees will be 
waived Thursday through Sunday 
night for anyone who decorates 
their site. Those interested in 
decorating a campsite should 
contact the park in advance. A 
waitlist will be available if all 
spots are full. Visitor fees will be 
waived with one toy donation per 
car. Visit our website or Facebook 
page, or give us a call for more 
information. (903) 425-2332

Ray Roberts Lake SP – 
Isle du Bois
Turkey Talk
Nov. 22 10–11 a.m.
Join a ranger to learn all about 
turkey! We will dive into the Texas 
species, their history and some of 
their interesting adaptations. 
(940) 686-2148

Woodland Ornaments
Dec. 6 2–3 p.m.
Join a ranger to create holiday 
memories and ornaments! You 
will get to make your own wood-
land ornament while learning 
about the trees these natural 
ornaments come from.  
(940) 686-2148

Oh, Deer! Texas Reindeer 
Relatives
Dec. 13 10–11 a.m.
We may not have reindeer in the 
park, but we have plenty of their 
relatives! Join a ranger to learn 
about the deer that call the park 
home. (940) 686-2148

A Wild Christmas Campfire
Dec. 13 5–6 p.m.
Join a ranger to create holiday 
memories as we read a Christmas 
story and then make our own 
group story while enjoying  
some campfire favorites.  
(940) 686-2148

Ray Roberts Lake SP – 
Johnson Branch
Let’s Talk Turkey!
Nov. 22 10–11 a.m. & 1–2 p.m.
Gobble up some fun as we unpack 
the world of turkeys, from their 
quirky calls to their unique  
adaptations. (940) 637-2294

Walk Off the Stuffing
Nov. 28 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Feeling a little stuffed from all the 
stuffing you ate for Thanksgiving? 
Join rangers for a 5-mile hike to 
help work it off. (940) 637-2294

Hot Cocoa with a Ranger
Dec. 20 10–11 a.m.
Warm up with a cup of cocoa as 
we learn how to build a safe, 

crackling campfire from start to 
finish! (940) 637-2294

Winter SOLE-stice Hike
Dec. 21 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
Strap on your winter boots and 
join a ranger for a 2.2-mile hike 
celebrating the shortest day and 
longest night of the year.  
(940) 637-2294

Resaca de la Palma SP
Elf Dash Fun Run
Dec. 13 8–11 a.m.
Get ready to dash, prance and 
giggle your way through the most 
festive fun run of the season – 
Resaca de la Palma’s Elf Dash. 
Whether you’re a seasoned  
sprinter or a peppermint-paced 
walker, this merry family friendly 
event is all about spreading cheer 
with every step. Call the park’s 
headquarters for more informa-
tion. (956) 350-2920

	 Sam Bell Maxey House 
SHS

Christmas Tours  
of the Maxey House
Dec. 1–31
All month long, visitors will 
experience firsthand how the 

SAM BELL MAXEY HOUSE SHS

PURTIS CREEK SP
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Maxeys and Longs celebrated the 
Christmas season. Regular admis-
sion fees will apply. (903) 785-5716

A Very Merry  
Birthday Celebration
Dec. 13 4–6 p.m.
Help celebrate the day that  
Marilda Maxey first moved into 
the Maxey House. There will be 
sweet treats, games, Christmas 
crafts, face painting and more! 
This event is free to the public.  
(903) 785-5716

	 Sam Rayburn House 
SHS

Holidays with the Rayburns
Dec. 11 5–7 p.m.
Enjoy the sights, smells and 
sounds of Christmas at the Sam 
Rayburn House this holiday 
season with our free evening 
program! See some holly and get 
into a jolly mood as you tour the 
first floor of the Rayburn home in 
its seasonal splendor. Take a trip 

SAM RAYBURN HOUSE SHS

SAN ANGELO SP

to our Visitor Center for some 
sweet treats and Christmas crafts 
once you’ve walked in the steps  
of the longest-serving Speaker of 
the House in U.S. history!  
(903) 583-5558

San Angelo SP
Holly Days
Dec. 13 6–8 p.m.
Come for a lighted driving tour 
through Red Arroyo campground 
and stop by the Chaparral Pavil-
ion for pictures with Santa and 
Smokey Bear. Campers are en-
couraged to adorn their campsites 
with lights and decorations. 
Campsite fees will be waived for 
Friday and Saturday night for 
anyone who decorates their site. 
Those interested in decorating a 
campsite should contact the park 
for reservations in advance.  
(325) 277-6568

	 San Felipe de Austin 
SHS

Christmas at  
San Felipe de Austin
Dec. 13 12–4 p.m.
Join staff and volunteers at San 
Felipe de Austin State Historic 

SAN FELIPE DE AUSTIN SHS

Site for Texas history and holiday 
crafts to celebrate the Christmas 
season. Christmas was much 
different for settlers in Mexican 
Texas than what most of us  
experience in our modern lives. 
The day’s activities will be aimed 
at history lovers and families 
alike. They include a short  
presentation on religion and 
reflections on the Christmas 
season in Mexican Texas;  
readings of “Legend of the  
Poinsettia” and poinsettia  
papercraft activities for kids;  
and refreshments at the outdoor 
kitchen in the Villa de Austin 
historic townsite exhibit.  
Be sure to also join us as we 
participate in the San Felipe  
town parade prior to the event. 
(979) 885-2181

Exploring Holiday Spices
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Many spices remind us of the 
holiday season. Smelling  
cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves  
can bring back childhood  
memories of this time of year.  
Try your hand at guessing which 
spice is which based on smell 
alone, then learn how these  
important spices would have 
gotten to Texas 200 years ago. 
This program is appropriate for 
all ages. (979) 885-2181
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	 San Jacinto  
Battleground SHS

San Jacinto Family Day:  
Corn Husk Angels
Dec. 7 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Kids had to make their own toys 
on the Texas frontier, and a corn 
husk doll was a staple of a Texas 
childhood in the 1830s. Join us to 
learn about dolls on the frontier 
and make your own holiday corn 
husk angel to take home. We’ll 
provide the materials; all you need 
is your creativity and seasonal 
spirit! (281) 479-2431

Sea Rim SP
A Very Marshy Christmas
Dec. 13 2–4 p.m.

Come on out to Sea Rim State 
Park for some holiday festivities 
and a jolly good time! Check out 
the park’s Facebook page for more 
information. (409) 971-2559

Sheldon Lake SP & ELC
Holiday in the Park
Dec. 14 1–4 p.m.

Bring the family out to Sheldon 
Lake State Park to celebrate the 
holiday season! We will be provid-
ing family-fun crafts, plenty of 
photo opportunities and a festive, 
park-wide scavenger hunt. Before 
you leave, don’t forget to write your 
letter to Santa! (281) 456-2800

STARR FAMILY HOME SHS

South Llano River SP
Turkey Trot and Fun Run!
Nov. 27 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Work off those Thanksgiving 
calories here at the park for our 
8th annual Turkey Trot 5k and 
1-mile fun run! South Llano River 
State Park is home to a large Rio 
Grande wild turkey roost; learn 
about these native birds and then 
see if you can spot any as you run 
or walk through the roost area 
toward the finish line. Costumes 
are encouraged! This event is free 
with a valid day pass.  
(325) 215-6248

Christmas at the Ranch 
Dec. 13 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Join park staff and volunteers to 
celebrate the holiday season with 
cookies, hot chocolate, music and 
holiday crafts as we explore the 
ranching heritage of South Llano 
River State Park!  
(325) 215-6248

First Day Hike
Jan. 1 10–11:30 a.m.
Start your New Year off at South 
Llano River State Park with a 
guided hike through the beautiful 
pecan bottomland. Spend the very 
first day of the new year outdoors 
with friends and family, enjoying 
nature and being active! This 
event is free with a valid day pass. 
(325) 215-6248

SOUTH LLANO RIVER SP

SEA RIM SP

	 Starr Family Home  
SHS

Holiday Cheer at the Starrs
Dec. 6 2–5 p.m.
Ease into the holiday spirit with a 
quiet moment of cheer before 
Marshall’s Wonderland of Lights 
Christmas Parade! Just a short 
stroll from the downtown excite-
ment, the Starr Family Home 
offers a charming outdoor holiday 
gathering with warm spiced 
wassail, simple ornament-making 
for all ages, and a festive photo 
spot to capture your Christmas 
memories. Enjoy the peaceful 
atmosphere of our historic yard 
before heading to the parade. 
Downtown parking fills up  
quickly, so park here early and 
make the most of your afternoon! 
(903) 935-3044

Fireside Feast: Cooking Up 
History at Maplecroft
Dec. 11 & 19 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Warm up with the smells and 
stories of a 19th-century holiday 
kitchen at Fireside Feast! 
Throughout the day, site staff will 
demonstrate the preparation of a 
traditional Victorian-era dish on 
the kitchen’s 1889 Grand Quaker 
woodburning stove. Guests are 
invited to drop in anytime to 
observe different stages of his-
toric cooking in action, from fire 
tending and ingredient prep to 



16

simmering and serving. It’s a 
special chance to experience  
the rhythms of holiday foodways 
just as the Starr family might  
have over a century ago.  
(903) 935-3044

Tyler SP
Turkey Crafts
Nov. 15 1 p.m.
Come out and join a park ranger 
for a story and crafts for our 
feathered friends. Supplies are 
limited. Meet us at the Post Oak 
Picnic Area. (903) 597-5338

18th Annual  
“Walk Off the Bird” Hike
Nov. 28 9:30 a.m.
It’s time to walk off that ham and 
turkey by joining a ranger for a 
hike through the Whispering 
Pines! Meet us at the HQ trail-
head. (903) 597-5338

A Pineywoods Christmas
Dec. 13 & 14 5 p.m.
Take a stroll or drive through 
Cedar Point, Lakeview and Big 

Pine camping grounds of Tyler 
State Park and enjoy campers’ 
decorated sites to put the jolly in 
your Christmas season. Stop by 
the Silver Canoe Park Store for 
discounts, treats and festivities! 
(903) 597-5338

Holiday Crafts
Dec. 20 10 a.m.
As we prepare for the holiday 
season, let’s get crafty and read a 
Christmas story! Supplies are 
limited. Meet us at the HQ Con-
ference Room. (903) 597-5338

First Day Hikes
Jan. 1 9 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.
It’s time to put your best foot 
forward and welcome the New 
Year with a hike! Meet at the  
boat ramp at 9 a.m. to hike  
Loop C and at the HQ trailhead at 
1:30 p.m. to hike Whispering 
Pines. (903) 597-5338

	 Varner-Hogg  
Plantation SHS

Candlelight Christmas
Dec. 13 4–8 p.m.
Join us for a candlelit walking 
tour of the site and discover how 
Christmas was celebrated by both 
the enslaved and free families 
over 134 years of history. Cel-
ebrate like the Hogg family with a 
warm cup of wassail and Christ-
mas games. Learn about the 
enslaved people of Patton Place, 

like Anthony Christopher, 
through a cooking demonstration. 
Discover toys of the past through 
archeology and hands-on crafts. 
(979) 345-4656

Village Creek SP
Creekside Christmas
Dec. 13 6–8 p.m.
Celebrate the season with us at 
the park! Visit with Santa and 
snap a festive photo, then warm 
up with s’mores and hot cocoa 
while enjoying the sweet sounds 
of a live dulcimer group. Campers 
are invited to decorate their 
campsites to spread holiday  
cheer, and all are welcome to join 
in on the fun with Christmas-
themed craft decorating.  
(409) 755-7322

	 Washington-on- 
the-Brazos SHS

Smoking Bishops  
and Charles Dickens
Dec. 20 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Ring in the holidays at the  
Birthplace of Texas! Join us in 
Independence Hall as we cel-
ebrate the Christmas season with 
readings from Charles Dickens 
and the making of historic sea-
sonal food and drink recipes. You 
will leave feeling the Christmas 
spirit of the mid-19th century.  
(936) 878-2214TYLER SP

VILLAGE CREEK SP

VARNER-HOGG PLANTATION SHS



FRANKLIN
MOUNTAINS SP

DINOSAUR
VALLEY SP

PALO PINTO
MOUNTAINS SP

HILL COUNTRY
SNA

First Day Hikes
Recover from the holidays by joining us for a First Day Hike on New Year’s Day!

Many Texas State Parks will have special hikes, walks, runs or paddles for all 
skill levels. Start the year off right — find a First Day Hike near you:

TexasStateParks.org/calendar

FIRST, First Day Hike!
Be one of the first to hike the newest Texas State Park — Palo Pinto 
Mountains. Get a sneak peek of the beautiful vistas about 75 miles west 
of the DFW Metroplex. Reserve your entry to the park by booking a  
“Save the Day” pass up to 30 days in advance. 

Details to be determined; check the park’s website and social media for the 
most up-to-date information on the event and park construction status.

Visit 
TexasStateParks.org/holidays 

and  
thc.texas.gov/historic-sites

for the most  
up-to-date information  

on holiday events.
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Give the gift of Texas!

Quilted 
Blanket 
$149.95

TSP Passport   $12.95 14oz Ceramic Mug   $16.95

Perfect 
stocking 
stuffer!

2025 Ornament — 
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley SP 

$26.95

2nd Annual THC Collector’s Edition 
Ornament – Fort Griffin 

$29.99

Texas Historic Sites Cookbook 
$39.99

TexasStateParks.org/Store

Texas Wristwatch 
$99.99

THC Tea Towel 
$24.99

Discover these and other exclusive, history-inspired gifts at

TexasHistoryGifts.com

http://TexasStateParks.org/Store
http://texashistorygifts.com
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